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SCRA trustees and chairman, recording sec-
retary for the company and the All-Associates’
meetings, and program management for the
South Carolina Nutrition Research Consor-
tium. Mrs. Dodds also assisted program man-
agement for SC Launch!, which is working to
expand the knowledge economy of South
Carolina. Additionally, she has contributed sig-
nificantly to not only the day-to-day execution,
but also the long-term transformation of
SCRA. Her integrity is reflected in the
thoughts and comments of her peers. Robert
Henderson, past president and CEO of SCRA.
has remarked that “she was a great friend and
an astounding organizer.” Another former
president and CEO of SCRA, Larry Druffel,
says it best with “Peggy was not only the soul
of the organization but she knew the history,
the people and most importantly the culture,
which she worked to nurture.”

| am grateful for Peggy Dodds’ service to
the South Carolina Research Authority and
her service to the many lives she has helped
to improve in the State of South Carolina and
the Nation. | know Peggy looks forward to fo-
cusing on her lamily and her church as well as
traveling with her husband, Dave. | wish her
good health and Godspeed for her future.

SUPPORTING PSORIASIS
RESEARCH AND CARE

HON. DAVID E. PRICE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2008

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker. | rise today in support of H.R. 1188,
the Psoriasis and Psoriatic Arthritis Research,
Cure, and Care Act, and encourage my col-
leagues to cosponsor this legislation.

As many as 7.5 million Americans are af-
fected by psoriasis—a chronic inflammatory,
painful, disfiguring and disabling disease for
which there are limited treatments and no
cure. Between 10 percent and 30 percent of
people with psoriasis also develop psoriatic ar-
thritis, which causes pain, stiffness and swell-
ing in and around the joints.

Brian Lehrschall, coleader of the Triangle
Psoriasis, Education, Advocacy, and Support
group in my congressional district, is just one
of my constituents living with psoriasis. Diag-
nosed with plaque psoriasis at age 13. Brian
underwent many courses of treatment to ad-
dress his severe condition, including several
different topical medications and ultraviolet ra-
diation. Through the years, Brian has re-
mained active in his local psoriasis support
group and been a staunch advocate for the
National Psoriasis Foundation’s work to in-
crease psoriasis and psoriatic arthritis re-
search.

H.R. 1188 would direct the National Insti-
tutes of Health to expand and intensify re-
search and related activities of the Institutes
with respect to psoriasis and psoriatic arthritis.
Specifically, the bill would direct the National
Institute of Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and
Skin Diseases to conduct a number of re-
search activities related to psoriasis. The bill
also would establish a national psoriasis and
psoriatic arthritis patient registry through the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
and would direct the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services Secretary to con-
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vene a national summit on psoriasis and psori-
atic arthritis research. Finally, the bill would
authorize a study by the Institute of Medicine
regarding medications and treatments for pso-
riasis and psoriatic arthritis.

| appreciate the work Brian and his col-
leagues have done on behalf of so many indi-
viduals living with psoriasis and psoriatic ar-
thritis, and | ask my colleagues to join me in
supporting H.R. 1188, the Psoriasis and Psori-
atic Arthritis Research, Cure, and Care Act.

————

HONORING ST. FRANCIS PARISH
AMARILLO, TEXAS 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2008

Mr. THORNBERRY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate the St. Francis Parish, in
Amarillo, Texas, on the occasion of its 100th
Anniversary.

The history of the St. Francis Parish can be
traced to the early 1900's when Texas sold
public lands to encourage development in the
region. In 1907, the Reverend Francis J.
O’Reilly decided to establish a “Catholic col-
ony” in the Texas Panhandle. After an exten-
sive search, a site was selected to serve a
growing number of parishioners settling the
area. By 1908, over 13,000 acres on the Pot-
ter-Carson County line were purchased to de-
velop a town.

The community boomed with families who
were attracted to West Texas to work the land
as faithful farmers and ranchers, and the first
Catholic church was built there in 1908. The
parish continues to flourish with a current con-
gregation of about 65 families.

Over the years, the community and parish
experienced both the blessings and chal-
lenges of life in West Texas. Dealing with un-
predictable weather, crops, and economic con-
ditions served to help parishioners become
even more steadfast in their faith. The strong
agricultural community set deep roots in the
area, and many descendents of those first
families still call the Texas Panhandle and St.
Francis home.

The St. Francis Parish continues to actively
celebrate and embrace its history of faith and
community. In 1983, they commemorated their
75th Anniversary, which included the place-
ment of a historical marker and the publication
of a hardbound history book entitled “Harvest
of Memories—The St. Francis Story.”

Faith, family, and fellowship make our com-
munities strong and provide us with hope. As
St. Francis Parish celebrates its past and
looks ahead to the future, | join with the com-
munity to wish them a joyous 100th Anniver-
sary.

HONORING DEPUTY DAVE MILLS
HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 13, 2008
Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the memory of Deputy Dave Mills of
Gallatin County, lllinois. Deputy Mills passed
away suddenly on March 11, 2008.
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Deputy Dave, as he was affectionately
known to the students in Gallatin County, was
the Gallatin County School District DARE Offi-
cer. | received a letter from a student in Gal-
latin County, Taylor Jackson, who had this to
say about Deputy Dave; “He was really close
to me and most of the students of my school.”
Taylor went on to write, “he was a great man
and a huge influence to me and my teachers
and my fellow students I'm only 13,
but he really meant the world to me and many
others.”

As we can tell from Taylor's words, Deputy
Mills’ work certainly had an impact that will be
forever etched into the hearts and minds of
those whose lives he touched. | extend my
sympathy to the family and friends of Deputy
Dave Mills. My prayers will be with them and
the Gallatin County community as they mourn
this great loss.

———

HONORING VERONICA
MONTGOMERY-COSTA

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2008

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Veronica Montgomery-Costa, the
Harlem-born, third-term President of Local 372
and District Council 37 who assumed leader-
ship of more than 26,000 union members on
July 15, 1999. Local 372 represents the
school-based Substance Abuse Prevention
and Intervention Specialists, part-time School
Aides, Family Paraprofessionals, Community
Coordinators, School Lunch Workers, School
Crossing Guards, and school-based Health
Service Aides. Ms. Costa hit the ground run-
ning and fulfilled more than her campaign
promises. She kept her promise to rebuild
Local 372, which had been under the adminis-
tration of its parent union, AFSCME, by imple-
menting much-needed economic and adminis-
trative reforms.

Veronica transformed Local 372 into a fis-
cally sound, ethically administered organiza-
tion wiping out an inherited $5 million deficit,
restoring an effective grievance procedure,
training for Grievance Representatives and
Shop Stewards and increasing the number of
members involved in standing committees.
Local 372’s integrity was restored along with
its bargaining power and its members won
record salary increases, improved health, re-
tirement benefits and job security for full-time
and part-time workers. With Ms. Costa’s deter-
mination, Local 372 worked with parents and
community groups to block the NYC Board of
Education from turning over the management
of five public schools to a private, for-profit
corporation. Ever in the forefront of the fight
against school vouchers, Veronica and Local
372 used its phone bank to support an effort
which resulted in the House Education and
Workforce Committee dealing President Bush
and conservative Republicans a critical blow
by voting to strip a private school voucher pro-
vision from the House Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act.

Veronica Montgomery-Costa started a Local
372 Scholarship Fund for Members’ children,
fought off privatization of the School Lunch
Program, successfully lobbied to restore $3.1
million to the School Based Prevention Pro-
gram in the state budget, and played a role in
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