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is wrong, and this legislation would end these
discriminatory practices. | look forward to ne-
gotiating a strong compromise with our Senate
colleagues.

——
INTRODUCTION OF THE CHILD
PROTECTION IMPROVEMENTS
ACT OF 2008

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2008

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise to
speak about the introduction of the Child Pro-
tection Improvements Act of 2008. | introduced
this bill today with my colleague Congressman
MIKE RODGERS of Michigan to allow youth-
serving organizations to perform Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation (FBI) fingerprint-based
background checks on prospective volunteers.
We are joined by Senator JOSEPH BIDEN, Sen-
ator ARLEN SPECTER, and Senator ORRIN
HATCH, who are introducing identical legisla-
tion in the Senate.

A positive, stable influence can make an in-
credible difference in a child’s life, and we are
lucky to have millions of Americans eager to
serve their community. In 1986, as a young
lawyer, | volunteered as a Big Brother and
was paired with a wonderful seven year-old
named “David.” That relationship has been
one of the most rewarding and enduring in my
life. It also taught me first hand the trust that
we place in the adult in a mentoring situation.
Groups like Big Brothers and Big Sisters, the
Girl Scouts, and thousands of agencies, large
and small, are doing amazing work for chil-
dren across America. This bill is about giving
them the tools they need to protect children
and to accomplish their mission.

The Child protection Improvements Act will
allow organizations that pair volunteers with
children, whether as mentors, Little League
coaches, or Scout Masters, to perform quick
and accurate background checks through the
FBI's fingerprint-based system. It will be sim-
ple for organizations to request a check, it will
cost non-profits a maximum of 525, and they
will receive a result in less than a week.

This legislation arose from the lessons we
learned from a 2003 pilot program established
in the PROTECT Act. The pilot gave certain
mentoring and youth agencies the ability to
submit fingerprints directly to the FBI to re-
ceive a determination if the volunteers criminal
record made them unfit for the role. In 2003,
and earlier, state law enforcement agencies
have been able to access the FBI system, but
as of today only one-third of states have the
infrastructure in place for a mentoring agency
to get an FBI background check in an afford-
able and timely manner.

The PROTECT ACT pilot demonstrated the
need for background checks to protect chil-
dren from predators. Six percent of checks
conducted came back with serious criminal
records, in many cases records that would not
have turned up through a search of a state
database or through a name-based, commer-
cial search. There are cases around the nation
in which applicants were sex offenders, repeat
felons, and child abusers. The National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC)
reviewed tiles in which an applicant had a
criminal record in four states, including a con-
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viction for murder, which they didn’t reveal
when they applied to be a volunteer.

The pilot also taught us that youth serving
organizations want to watch out for children
and they want access to affordable, accurate,
and prompt background checks. And that was
exactly what the pilot provided, returning a fit-
ness determination in an average of three to
five days for less than $20.

The Child Protection Improvements Act also
protects the privacy rights of volunteers. No
criminal records will he transmitted to anyone
other than NCMEC without the consent of the
volunteer, so their right to privacy will be pro-
tected. If they believe their record contains er-
rors, or if they disagree with the determination
of NCMEC, they can challenge the complete-
ness of the record or request its full release.

There is a clear and compelling need for
this legislation. By passing the Child Protec-
tion Improvements Act, Congress will take an
important step forward in protecting children
and supporting the service of thousands of
community-based youth serving organizations
around the country.

20TH ANNIVERSARY OF SADDAM
HUSSEIN’S ATTACK ON
HALABJA, TIRAQ

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2008

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
call the attention of the House to the 20th an-
niversary of Saddam Hussein’s attack on the
city of Halabja with chemical and biological
weapons. On March 16, 1988, these weapons
killed some 5,000 Kurdish men, women and
children, as part of Hussein’s Al-Anfal cam-
paign to kill and displace the Kurdish popu-
lation in northern Iraq.

According to a comprehensive study by
Human Rights Watch, the 1988 Al-Anfal cam-
paign consisted of approximately 40 gas at-
tacks and resulted in the deaths of at least
50,000 and perhaps as many as 100,000 Iraqi
Kurds. The worst in this series of attacks was
on Halabja.

The attack in 1988 has left behind a cruel
and persistent legacy on the village of
Halabja, where inhabitants experience a high
instance of life threatening medical conditions
due to the persistence of noxious poisons in
the food and water supply. | ask that our col-
leagues remember this day, which exemplifies
the legacy of brutality and human rights
abuses that characterized the regime of the
late Saddam Hussein.

HONORING LOUVENIA POINTER

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2008

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Louvinia G. Pointer who enjoyed
a successful career on the Broadway stage.
When Noel Coward heard Louvinia’s voice, he
wrote a part for her to sing in his musical, “Set
To Music,” starring Beatrice Lillie. After that,
she appeared with Alfred Lunt and Lynne
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Fontaine on Broadway in “The Pirate.” Highly
esteemed among her peers as a singer,
teacher and choral conductor, her fulfilling ca-
reer includes work with some of the country’s
outstanding teachers including Rosalie Miller,
Samuel Margolis, Sarah Lee, Modena Scoval,
and her long-time friend, coach and accom-
panist, the late Sylvia Olden Lee.

Louvinia’s exceptional work as choral direc-
tor of the National Youth Administration Radio
Workshop won praise from notables such as
Harry T. Burleigh, Fritz Mahler, Robert
Hufstadder, Hall Johnson, Eleanor Roosevelt
and Mary McLeod Bethune. Mrs. Pointer took
her love of music to the New York City School
system, where for many years, she was privi-
leged to share her love of music and teaching
gifts with the children of New York City. She
taught in Public School 21, Lefferts Junior
High School, Girls High and Tilden High
Schools. During her 26 years teaching, she re-
ceived numerous awards for her outstanding
work.

Now retired, Mrs. Pointer is committed to
the revival and preservation of the “Nego Spir-
itual.” Her dream of establishing an organiza-
tion to preserve the Negro Spiritual became a
reality in 1987 when the Great Day Chorale
was formed. Now in its twentieth season, the
group, through the positive messages of these
songs, has been an inspiration to listeners ev-
erywhere.

In 1994, Mrs. Pointer was chosen to take
part in the Crown Heights Project, which was
a collaboration of the Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum, the Historical Society and the Society
for the Preservation of Weeksville and Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant History. Among her many
awards, she received citations from the Honor-
able Howard Golden, former Borough Presi-
dent and the present Borough President,
Marty Markowitz. Louvinia has been awarded
for her work with Brooklyn-based arts organi-
zations, including Celebrate Brooklyn, BACA,
Welcome Back to Brooklyn, the Brooklyn Mu-
seum, Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Brooklyn
Philharmonic Orchestra, and as a member of
the board of the Brooklyn Music School.

Madam Speaker, | am pleased to honor
Louvinia G. Pointer for her remarkable
achievements and luminous career in the mu-
sical arts. She has directed two albums and
even arranged the song, In the Garden by
Bob Dylan on his album “Gotta Serve Some-
body.”

STEPHANIE HULL

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2008

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Stephanie Hull of Liberty,
Missouri. Stephanie is a very special young
woman who has exemplified the finest quali-
ties of citizenship and leadership by taking an
active part in the Girl Scouts of America, and
earning the most prestigious award of Girl
Scout Gold Award.

Stephanie has been very active with her
troop, participating in many scout activities. In
order to receive the prestigious Gold Award,
Stephanie has completed all seven require-
ments that promote community service, per-
sonal and spiritual growth, positive values and
leadership skills.
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