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one of the diagnostic criteria of conduct dis-
order. 

The link between animal abuse and domes-
tic violence is a recognized fact. Each year, 
defenseless pets face the sad and disturbing 
reality that they will be victims of cruelty and 
abuse. Domestic abusers commonly torture or 
kill family pets as a method of exerting control 
and ensuring submission. This causes victims, 
children and adults alike, to remain in violent 
households in order to ensure their beloved 
pets are not harmed further. 

Research indicates that children who are 
exposed to domestic violence are nearly three 
times more likely to mistreat animals than chil-
dren who are not exposed to such violence. 
Tragically, this behavior is often symptomatic 
of future abuse toward other animals or 
human beings. Significant research documents 
a relationship between childhood histories of 
animal cruelty and patterns of chronic inter-
personal aggression. 

Due to the correlation between animal 
abuse and other forms of family and commu-
nity violence, animal abuse must be taken 
very seriously. Human services, animal serv-
ices, and law enforcement agencies must 
share resources and expertise to address ani-
mal and human related violence in commu-
nities. By effectively and comprehensively ad-
dressing the link between violence towards 
animals and other forms of societal violence, 
we can learn information that will help stop vi-
olence in the home as well as the community 
at large. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the designation of September 2008 as 
National Link Awareness Month so that more 
awareness will be brought to the link between 
animal cruelty and other forms of violence in 
society. 

RECOGNIZING LINCOLN ELEMEN-
TARY SCHOOL IN CLEAR LAKE, 
IOWA 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 13, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate the 115 second 
grade students at Lincoln Elementary School 
in Clear Lake, Iowa, for their efforts in making 
the holidays brighter for our U.S. troops over-
seas. 

The second grade class participated in a 
project called ‘‘Operation Stockings for Sol-
diers.’’ The children donated their own time 
and money to fill stockings with video games, 
DVD’s, razors, stationary and a variety of 
other items. Each student also wrote inspiring 
letters, thanking the soldiers for protecting 
America and wishing them happy holidays. 
Some of the students’ families donated money 
for the postage on the stockings. 

This collective effort at Lincoln Elementary 
School is a characteristic of what Iowa is all 
about—citizens motivated and dedicated to 
improving the lives of others. I commend all 
the students, their families and especially their 
teacher, Kim Williamson, who organized this 
heartwarming effort to help our Iowa soldiers 
overseas. The effort of Kim and her students 
has reinforced the importance and joy of giv-
ing to others. I consider it an honor to rep-
resent each of the second graders, teachers 

and parents of the Lincoln Elementary School 
community involved in the ‘‘Operations Stock-
ings for Soldiers’’ project in the U.S. Con-
gress, and commend them for their great act 
of compassion. And I know my colleagues join 
me in thanking them for their wonderful work. 
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Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in strong support of the GIVE Act and 
congratulate Speaker PELOSI and Chairman 
MILLER in bringing this important reauthoriza-
tion to the floor. 

National service builds character and com-
munities. Volunteers in our communities help 
children succeed in schools, assist in pro-
viding social services, green our communities 
and rebuild after disasters. And the volunteers 
gain valuable experience and the satisfaction 
of having made a real difference. 

H.R. 5563 strengthens national service op-
portunities by recruiting 25,000 more volun-
teers through a new Office of Outreach and 
Recruitment. This office will promote the re-
cruitment of babyboomers and veterans. The 
bill also provides a new focus on youth oppor-
tunities. Too many youth in our communities 
are without positive activities during the sum-
mer. H.R. 5563 offers summer service oppor-
tunities, including a $500 educational award 
for college expenses. 

Volunteerism is also an important part of 
emergency preparedness efforts. This bill en-
courages more collaboration with national, 
state, and local units of government and cre-
ates a ‘‘Reserve Corps’’ of Americorps alumni 
for times of national need. 

With the many challenges facing the United 
States—both at home and abroad—it is more 
important than ever that we provide incentives 
and opportunities for Americans to give back. 
We saw the best of ourselves in the out-
pouring of volunteers after 9/11, Hurricane 
Katrina, and the bridge collapse in Min-
neapolis. Reauthorization of the Corporation of 
National Service will provide that kind of help 
for families and communities on an ongoing 
basis in a very cost-effective way. 

This is a bipartisan, widely supported bill. I 
urge my colleagues to support its passage. 
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, last 
week’s report of the February jobs figures—a 
net loss of 63,000 jobs—is yet another sign 
that we need to act to spur employment. We 
need to stimulate the economy and to create 
the good jobs that will help working families 
across the country achieve the American 
dream. 

I would like to bring my colleagues’ attention 
to a recent study that gives us new informa-
tion on how to achieve that goal. The study, 
completed by economists at the University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst, evaluates the eco-
nomic relationship between public spending 
and job creation. The study, ‘‘The U.S. Em-
ployment Effect of Military and Domestic 
Spending Priorities,’’ concludes that public dol-
lars invested in health care, education, mass 
transit or construction for home weatherization 
and infrastructure create more jobs than in-
vesting an equivalent amount in either military 
or personal consumption through tax cuts. 

The study evaluates the relative effects on 
job creation of investing an equivalent amount 
of federal dollars in three scenarios: (1) private 
consumption through tax cuts, (2) the military, 
and (3) domestic investments. This important 
study finds each billion dollars of federal fund-
ing would create: 10,799 jobs if spent on tax 
cuts designed to spur personal consumption; 
8,555 jobs if allocated for military spending; 
12,883 jobs if invested in health care; 17,687 
jobs if invested in education; 19,795 jobs if in-
vested in mass transit; 12,804 jobs if invested 
in home weatherization and infrastructure. 

The bottom line is that public dollars in-
vested in health care, education, mass transit, 
or construction for home weatherization and 
infrastructure create more jobs than investing 
an equivalent amount in either the military or 
personal consumption. 

I hope that my colleagues will review this 
study, and I would like to thank the Women’s 
Action for New Directions (WAND), the Insti-
tute for Policy Studies, and the Political Econ-
omy Research Institute at the University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst for their work in this 
area. 
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INTRODUCTION OF TRANSITIONAL 
HEALTH CARE FOR THE SE-
LECTED RESERVES 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 13, 2008 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today, along with Representatives STEVE 
BUYER, GENE TAYLOR, JEFF MILLER and 41 ad-
ditional members, to introduce legislation to 
provide transitional health care for the Se-
lected Reserves. 

When an active duty soldier is involuntarily 
separated from the Army, he or she is af-
forded 180 days of transitional health care at 
no cost. Unfortunately, those soldiers who 
have served honorably and simply leave ac-
tive duty at the end of their contractual agree-
ment with one of the military services are not 
afforded transitional health care. 

The brave men and women who join the 
ranks of our proud military deserve every con-
sideration upon their release from active duty. 
This legislation provides an important measure 
to the servicemembers and their families as 
they move to civilian life. It seeks to keep the 
skilled military members in the Guard and Re-
serves. 

Without our dedicated Guard and Reserves 
forces, it is impossible to keep the threat of 
terrorism at bay and sustain the Global War 
on Terrorism. Retaining these highly skilled 
men and women is paramount in maintaining 
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