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tell our consumers and our constitu-
ents is be prepared for more price
spikes. Energy security is national se-
curity.

————————

HONORING OTTO SCHNELLBACHER
AND THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

(Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, I rise today because earlier
this week the House passed H.R. 948 to
recognize the University of Kansas
football team on their astonishing ac-
complishments of the last season and
their victory at the Orange Bowl.

I also rise this morning with great
sadness because just this Monday KU
lost one of its great all-time athletes.
Otto Schnellbacher was an all-Amer-
ican who, in 1948, led KU to its very
first Orange Bowl appearance. He was a
wide receiver whose career 58 catches
was a record for almost three decades.
As a professional athlete, he played in
both the NFL and the NBA.

This man was an American and an as-
tonishing athlete. Otto was a giant of
Kansas athletics. He was a very good
friend. He leaves behind many admirers
and a legacy that will last forever.

To the University of Kansas, con-
gratulations again on a historic season.
To Otto Schnellbacher, we will miss
you. To his widow, Jane, God be with
you.

———

THE BUDGET

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, we are
voting later today on the Democrat
budget.

I am not surprised that it represents
larger government and higher taxes.
That is the type of government our
friends on the other side of the aisle
generally prefer. I am surprised, how-
ever, that at a time when our economy
is shaky and American families are
making difficult budget decisions at
their kitchen table, that our friends
have chosen not to make the difficult
decisions necessary to craft a respon-
sible budget.

Their proposal represents what will
be the largest tax increase in American
history; $683 billion in increased taxes.
It is nothing short of irresponsible to
simply ignore the coming fiscal crisis,
a tsunami, represented by increased
spending and entitlement programs.

Perhaps if our friends on the other
side of the aisle would ask their con-
stituents what they think, they would
hear what I heard from a constituent
named Debra in Pennsylvania who said
she is working two jobs to pay taxes
and oil bills. She said, ‘“There is no
way I can afford to pay more taxes.
Enough is enough.”

Well said, Debra.
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SUPPORT DEMOCRATIC BUDGET

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to express in the strongest terms
possible my opposition to President
Bush’s proposed budget for 2009, a
budget that simply does not reflect our
traditional American values. The Re-
publican budget would sink us deeper
into debt and will destroy Medicare
and Medicaid as we know them. Every-
thing, everything the President says he
is, he is not. And with the help of his
party, the President is doing what Ger-
many and Japan could not do in World
War II, destroying our Nation.

The question America voters must
ask is: Whose side are we on? Does any-
one in this Chamber seriously intend to
cut Community Service Block Grants,
Community Oriented Policing, the
Centers for Disease Control, NIH, the
FAA, and Social Service Block Grants?
These are essential people-oriented
programs that serve as our Nation’s so-
cial safety net, and we must invest in
them.

Join me in supporting the Demo-
cratic budget. Let’s invest our hard-
earned tax dollars right here at home
in America based upon our traditional
American values.

————————

FISA: FACT VERSUS FICTION

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, Presi-
dent Bush and the congressional Re-
publicans refuse to face the facts on
the expiration of the President’s Pro-
tect America Act, and instead continue
their false and misleading scare tactics
that are not productive and will do
nothing to protect our Nation.

Republicans continue to claim that
the expiration of the Protect America
Act has reduced our ability to conduct
surveillance. That is false, and Repub-
licans know it. They know that the
Protect America Act gave the intel-
ligence community authorization for
one full year, meaning that they are all
still in effect until August of this year.

If Republicans really believed that
the expiration of the act would jeop-
ardize our national security, why did
every single Republican Member of this
body vote against a 21-day extension of
the act last month?

Washington Republicans can’t have
it both ways. Rather than resorting to
political games, congressional Repub-
licans should have joined bicameral ne-
gotiations that were conducted for sev-
eral weeks to develop a strong com-
promise bill. It is time that the Repub-
licans get off the sidelines and work
with our Congress. Let’s see this legis-
lation come to the floor today.
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DEMOCRATS’ FISA BILL PROTECTS
AMERICA

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, later
today the House will have an oppor-
tunity to vote on a strong new FISA
bill that has been negotiated over the
last couple of weeks.

The new legislation will modernize
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act. First, it rejects the President’s
plan to provide blanket immunity to
telecom companies who turned over in-
formation about their customers. In-
stead, it gives the Federal court the ex-
clusive opportunity to hear clear clas-
sified evidence in order to make a de-
termination whether telecom compa-
nies should be held liable for their ac-
tions.

Our legislation also requires a special
bipartisan commission to investigate
the Bush administration’s use of wire-
taps and other surveillance programs.
The commission would be similar to
the bipartisan 9/11 Commission that
played a critical role in reviewing the
events leading up to 9/11 and developing
recommendations on how to best pro-
tect our Nation.

Madam Speaker, House Democrats
are hopeful that Republicans will join
us in supporting a FISA bill that pro-
tects our Nation and our civil liberties.

——————

RAISING A QUESTION OF THE
PRIVILEGES OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, pursuant to clause 2(a)l of
rule IX, I hereby notify the House of
my intention to offer a resolution as a
question of the privileges of the House.

The form of my resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. —

Whereas on December 11, 2007, a bipartisan
group of 21 State attorneys general wrote to
Senate Majority Leader Reid and Senate Mi-
nority Leader McConnell regarding the FISA
Amendments Act of 2007 (S. 2248);

Whereas this bipartisan group of State at-
torneys general represents the States of Ala-
bama, Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Georgia,
Kansas, Nebraska, New Hampshire, North
Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Pennsyl-
vania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Texas, Utah, Virginia, West Vir-
ginia, Washington, and Wisconsin;

Whereas the State attorneys general stat-
ed that protecting communications carriers
from ‘‘unprecedented legal exposure is essen-
tial to domestic and national security.
State, local and federal law enforcement and
intelligence agencies rely heavily on timely
and responsive assistance from communica-
tions providers and other private parties; in-
deed, this assistance is utterly essential to
the agencies’ functions. If carriers and other
parties run the risk of facing massive litiga-
tion every time they assist the government
or law enforcement, they will lack incen-
tives to cooperate, with potentially dev-
astating consequences for public safety’’;

Whereas on February 5, 2008, the Director
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation testi-
fied before the Senate Select Committee on
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