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the motion to suspend the rules relat-
ing to H.R. 6475 be considered as adopt-
ed in the form considered by the House 
on Tuesday, September 9, 2008. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 

objection, the motion to reconsider is 
laid on the table. 

There was no objection. 
f 

HIGHWAY TRUST FUND 
RESTORATION ACT 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and concur in the Senate amendment 
to the bill (H.R. 6532) to amend the In-
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to restore 
the Highway Trust Fund balance. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendment is 

as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
On page 3, line 2, strike ‘‘September 30, 

2008’’ and insert ‘‘the date of the enactment 
of this Act’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) and the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. SAM JOHNSON) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to 
give Members 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks on the 
bill, H.R. 6532. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, this bill passed the 
House on July 23, 2008, with bipartisan 
support by a vote of 387 yeas to 37 nays. 
The Department of Transportation has 
asked that this legislation be effective 
immediately. The Senate amended the 
House-passed bill to change the effec-
tive date and respond to the adminis-
tration’s request. 

The trust fund is broke, out of 
money. Our State and local govern-
ments, drivers, construction workers 
and many others will suffer when high-
way projects are delayed. We took $8 
billion out of the trust fund in 1998, and 
now is the time to put that $8 billion 
back. 

I urge all of my colleagues again to 
support this important bill. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise in opposition to H.R. 
6532. 

Today, just 7 weeks after the House 
first considered this bill transferring $8 
billion from the general fund to the 
highway trust fund, here we are, back 
again. I was one of 37 Members to vote 
against the bill when it was previously 
considered in the House. The bill sim-
ply kicks the can down the road just a 
little bit more until the highway trust 
fund is again broke. 

Delay and bailout. Delay and bailout. 
This Congress is elected to run the 
country, yet we delay action, wring our 
hands, lament that there are few good 
options available to address the Na-
tion’s problems, then bail out programs 
gone broke. Our delay only makes the 
problem worse. Our delay only leaves 
us with fewer options once we are 
forced to act. 

The bill before us today puts another 
temporary patch on a highway system 
that needs funding. Even with this $8 
billion infusion of cash, the trust fund 
is going to go broke again before the 
next Congress acts to address the un-
derlying problem. 

When the House initially passed this 
bill on July 23, the balance of the trust 
fund stood at $4.2 billion. Now we learn 
from the Department of Transpor-
tation that in the span of just these 
few weeks, that balance has fallen all 
the way to $1.4 billion as of the begin-
ning of this month. So today the ad-
ministration has called upon the Con-
gress to approve this $8 billion transfer 
and to make it effective immediately, 
rather than on September 30th, because 
the trust fund is likely to go broke 
sooner. 

The highway funding system is based 
on fuel taxes that are declining at a 
time when the price of fuel is rising. 
Fewer people are driving because the 
cost of gas is skyrocketing. 

The majority will not let us debate 
an energy bill. The majority Demo-
crats will not let America work toward 
domestic oil and gas. Americans want, 
need and deserve a clear energy policy 
that uses American energy sources like 
oil and gas from offshore. Americans 
want, need and deserve an energy pol-
icy that develops new technologies and 
brings them to the market. Yet this 
Congress delays action and prevents 
debate. 

If the highway bills that this Con-
gress has passed were not larded up 
with thousands of earmarks, then 
spending from the trust fund could be 
better regulated to match taxes with 
spending. A little bit of self-control 
would solve this problem. 

Unfortunately, the bill that will pass 
the House today shows no self-control. 
It is just another bailout. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
PASCRELL), a member of the Ways and 
Means Committee. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, I 
rise to speak on an issue on which our 
Nation is united, an issue that has had 

an impact on millions of Americans, 
and that is the issue of restoring the 
highway trust fund. 

I stand today as a proud cosponsor of 
H.R. 6532, and I wish to thank my dis-
tinguished colleagues, Chairman RAN-
GEL, Chairman OBERSTAR, and Ranking 
Member MICA for bringing it to the 
floor for our consideration. 

H.R. 6532 put $8 billion into the high-
way account for the highway trust 
fund. It is critical to address the pro-
jected shortfall in the highway trust 
fund that would endanger nearly 380,000 
jobs. The solvency of the trust fund is 
necessary to preserve highway invest-
ment and provide predictable, long- 
term Federal funding on which high-
way projects and State transportation 
budgets depend. 

b 1500 
This funding enables States to con-

tinue to finance highway projects that 
improve safety, ensure mobility, acces-
sibility, increase the movement of peo-
ple and goods, and promote a sound 
economy. Our Federal-State highway 
partnership is essential to the success 
of our Nation’s surface transportation 
system, and those States must be as-
sured the transportation funding 
pledged to them under Federal law, we 
hope, that will be available. 

Coming from the State of New Jer-
sey, which has the highest per capita 
population in the Nation and is dealing 
with an aging infrastructure, I know 
that this projected shortfall would 
have been devastating not only for the 
transportation projects but especially 
for job creation at this difficult time. 
In New Jersey alone, we have seen the 
loss of over $305 million in Federal 
highway funds, which would have been 
compounded by the loss of over 10,000 
jobs. That is why it is so imperative 
that we come together in a bipartisan 
fashion, to ensure that this shortfall is 
addressed properly. 

I am glad to see that the Bush ad-
ministration finally acknowledged the 
crisis with the highway trust fund, de-
spite the President’s earlier veto 
threat. 

Looking ahead, we know that fami-
lies are using less gasoline, hybrid cars 
are increasing mileage rates, and car 
pooling is taking more cars off the 
roads. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman from New Jersey 
has expired. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. I yield the 
gentleman an additional 1 minute. 

Mr. PASCRELL. I thank the gen-
tleman. 

Our Nation is facing a difficult eco-
nomic environment. Commuters are 
flocking to increased bus and rail op-
tions due to fuel costs. We hope that 
those options are available. Just when 
we need more investment in highways 
and transit, the resources and the 
sources are dwindling. 

This administration has consistently 
ignored the tough issues, such as ad-
vancing a real plan for renewal and ex-
pansion of the highway trust fund. In 
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the immediate term, I urge all my col-
leagues on both sides to vote ‘‘yes’’ on 
the Highway Trust Fund Restoration 
Act. 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I recognize Mr. JOHN MICA 
from Florida, the ranking member on 
the Transportation Committee, for 3 
minutes. 

Mr. MICA. I thank the gentleman for 
yielding and for his leadership, and I 
also thank Mr. JOHNSON for his com-
ments. 

When you don’t have an energy pol-
icy and when you don’t have a com-
prehensive plan to deal with the esca-
lating costs of fuel, you create a crisis. 
We have created a crisis in the pocket-
book and in the checkbook of most 
Americans. We have also created a cri-
sis here in Congress and in the United 
States Department of Transportation, 
because the highway trust fund has 
gone bust. It is broke. There is no 
money in it. In fact, tomorrow they 
will be issuing, if we do not act, notices 
of termination of Federal participa-
tion. 

That has consequences. That means 
not a few jobs will be lost, but there 
will be 380,000 jobs potentially lost 
across the country. There will be 
projects across the United States that 
are put on hold. So there are con-
sequences to our inaction of adopting a 
sound energy policy and resolving this 
issue. And we can solve the energy 
issue, but we do need a comprehensive 
approach to do that. 

People responded by driving less, so 
there is less money going into the fund. 
We have a more efficient fleet of cars 
on the roads, so we have less money 
coming also into the fund. And we have 
alternative fuels that are starting to be 
used, like plug-in electric and hybrids, 
that we don’t collect the gas tax on. So 
the trust fund is broke. 

Now the House did act responsibly. I 
partnered with Mr. OBERSTAR, the 
Chair of our Transportation Com-
mittee, with Mr. RANGEL, and Mr. 
MCCRERY. We did act, and this House 
passed on July 23 a fix for what is 
wrong. Mr. JOHNSON is right, this is a 
Band-Aid on a major problem that we 
have in funding transportation, and we 
are just kicking the can down further 
down. But we have got to sit down im-
mediately as a Congress and resolve 
these funding issues in our highway 
trust fund, or we will be back here tak-
ing money out of our children’s future 
and out of our general treasury to fund 
transportation. That is not the way to 
do it. It’s not the right way to go. 

We must begin immediately, because 
the bill we are working under expires 
next September 30, and we have in 
place no mechanism to replace and re-
plenish those funds. So this is a Band- 
Aid, it is a temporary fix. It is not the 
way I like to do business, but we need 
to get down to business, solve the en-
ergy problem, and have a long-term fix 
for the highway trust fund that is bro-
ken today. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 1 minute 

to the gentlewoman from Kansas, Con-
gresswoman BOYDA. 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the chairman. 

Well, we are here. We are back again. 
It was about 6 weeks ago that this body 
passed the very bill that we are talking 
about today, with the looming short-
fall in the highway trust fund. With no 
Senate action until yesterday, the 
shortfall is now here and now, and we 
have to deal with it. 

Just last week, our Department of 
Transportation Secretary, Deb Miller, 
in Kansas, announced that KDOT 
would have to cut funds, cut programs 
and projects while the delay of the pay-
ment of funds was slated from the 
highway trust fund took shape. 

Madam Speaker, we can no longer 
wait to act. The American people are 
so frustrated right now with Congress, 
and this is just one more of those 
things. It is about as crazy as I thought 
it would be getting here in Congress 
and watching what Congress can’t do, 
with the opportunity today to do a 
two-for: We can fix this fund. We can 
fix this shortfall in the highway trust 
fund, and we can show the American 
people that in fact we can come to-
gether; in a bipartisan manner, we can 
work together. With that, I strongly 
support this bill. 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, at this time I recognize Mr. 
FLAKE from Arizona for 5 minutes. 

Mr. FLAKE. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

We didn’t have to be here today. We 
could have acted more responsibly in 
2005, when we reauthorized the highway 
bill. At that time, I heard a number of 
people, appropriators and others, stand 
up and say: We are authorizing more 
than we will have money for. We knew 
it at the time. Anybody who really 
looked at this knew that we were au-
thorizing more than the highway trust 
fund contained for projects. 

To make matters worse, and part of 
the reason we had far more than we 
could fund is we had over 6,300 ear-
marks in the highway bill. That is why 
this thing was so big. That accounted 
for about $24 billion of the highway 
bill. 

Now, some of those projects, I grant 
you, would have been funded anyway in 
the highway bill. There were projects 
that a Member wanted that would have 
been funded out of that State’s formula 
anyway. But there are a lot of projects 
that would not. 

We all know about the infamous 
Bridge to Nowhere. That was part of 
this bill. But some of the lesser known 
things that are in this bill that have 
far too little to do with transportation, 
I would submit: 

$16 million for the Bremerton Pedes-
trian Transportation Center in Wash-
ington State; $3 million for a parking 
garage in suburban Chicago; $3.5 mil-
lion for pedestrian walkways and 
streetscaping in the village of Western 
Springs, Illinois; $3.5 million to im-
prove the Pennsylvania Executive 

Mansion exhibit; $1.5 for the American 
Tobacco Trail in North Carolina; 
$800,000 for a transportation and herit-
age museum in Tennessee; $4 million 
for bike trails and park space in Cali-
fornia; $1 million for the Please Touch 
Me Museum in Philadelphia; $1 million 
for the Blue Ridge Mountain Center in 
Virginia. 

These are earmarks that are funded 
in this bill, part of the reason we are 
having to steal money from the general 
fund and fund back the highway trust 
fund, because we just went hog wild 
back in 2005. 

Just a few examples of some others: 
$2.75 million for renovations to the 

National Packard Museum in Ohio; $2.4 
for the National Infantry Museum. 
Might be a good museum; probably 
shouldn’t be funded out of the highway 
trust fund. 

Yet, instead of going in and saying 
we are going to rescind these earmarks 
if they haven’t been funded yet, some 
have, some haven’t, we are saying we 
are going to take from the general 
fund. When you start doing that, you 
set a horrible precedent in this place, 
because we know the amount of log-
rolling that goes on in a highway bill. 
And if you don’t have the natural ceil-
ing that exists with the highway trust 
fund, where you say we can spend that 
much and no more; if you can say, well, 
when we run out, we will just go out 
and take from the general fund, then 
‘‘Katie bar the door,’’ this place is 
going to be out of money sooner than 
you think. Because when you have this 
amount of money and you pass around 
the projects and you have so much buy- 
in, then very few will vote against that 
bill because their own projects are in 
it, and soon we are taking more and 
more money from the general fund. 

We cannot start that process with 
this bill, and that is what this bill is 
doing. That is what this amendment is 
doing today. We have got to act more 
fiscally responsible. 

Let me just go through a few more. 
$1.2 million for the Henry Ford Mu-

seum in Michigan. Now, might be a 
good museum, probably shouldn’t be 
funded with your highway dollars. 
$500,000 for the Railroad Museum in 
Georgia; $200,000 for the Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Museum. 

If you are catching a theme here, 
there are a lot of museums funded in 
this bill, again, money that is coming 
out of the highway trust fund that we 
overburdened the highway trust fund 
with that we now have to get money 
from the general fund for. 

One of the previous speakers said 
that there is a national consensus or 
that the Nation is united on this topic 
that we need to take from the general 
fund. I would say, where the Nation is 
united is that we have got to stop this 
earmarking process. And if we get to it 
next week, hopefully we will, the ap-
propriation bill for the Department of 
Defense, you will see more of it, be-
cause that bill contains 1,200 earmarks. 
The bill that has been marked up in 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:34 Sep 12, 2008 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11SE7.032 H11SEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

67
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H8041 September 11, 2008 
the subcommittee of appropriations for 
defense, 1,200 earmarks. 

I took a look at it just to see. It is 
very difficult to see where the money is 
and where it is going, but one thing we 
could see is what we see in every bill 
that contains a lot of earmarks: A dis-
proportionate number of the earmarks 
are going to those who chair commit-
tees, those in leadership positions, or 
those who are on the Appropriations 
Committee. 

In fact, 1,200 earmarks, as I men-
tioned. Of these 1,200, more than 560 are 
associated with appropriators and 
members of leadership. That is a stag-
gering 45 percent of the earmarks in-
cluded in the committee print. That is 
not uncommon; that is what called the 
spoil system, and that is why it is un-
likely that we will be able to stop this 
amendment today. 

Please, let’s be fiscally responsible. 
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 

Speaker, I yield such time as he needs 
to the gentleman from Minnesota (Con-
gressman OBERSTAR), the Chair of the 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

We are very pleased to have the Sen-
ate action on the conference report. We 
can restore to the highway trust fund 
money that was siphoned off 10 years 
ago. 

The discussion of earmarks we have 
had a dozen times on the House Floor 
need not be repeated here; it is irrele-
vant to the issue at hand. We will deal 
with those matters next year in a sub-
sequent authorization. 

But the reality of why this legisla-
tion is needed is rooted in the Trans-
portation Equity Act for the 21st Cen-
tury in 1998, when in this Chamber our 
then chairman, Bud Shuster, and I, as 
ranking member, negotiated with the 
Republican leadership of the House, the 
Speaker, the Chair of the Appropria-
tions Committee, the Chair of the 
Budget Committee, the Chair of the 
Ways and Means Committee, and with 
the Clinton administration, the Presi-
dent directly with their Office of Man-
agement and Budget, and Treasury, to 
put firewalls around the highway trust 
fund to assure that surpluses couldn’t 
be built up as had been done every year 
since 1968 when it began under Lyndon 
Johnson, President of the United 
States, to hold money in reserve and 
make deficits of that and subsequent 
Presidencies look less than they actu-
ally were. 

Until 1998, we had a $29 billion sur-
plus in the highway trust fund, taxes 
paid at the pump by drivers all across 
the United States but not getting the 
benefit from it because those monies 
were held back to make deficits look 
smaller. So our resolve was to create 
firewalls around the trust so that 
couldn’t happen in the future. 

In order to reach that goal held by 
every private sector entity in the coun-
try, by State transportation authori-
ties, and by Members on both sides of 

the aisle, we came to an agreement in 
which we had to yield that $29 billion 
surplus. $8 billion of it went for current 
account deficit reduction, and the 
other $21 billion went for long-term 
debt reduction. That happened on June 
26, when President Clinton signed the 
TEA–21 act into law. I am sure every-
body in this Chamber felt a great bur-
den of debt lifted off their shoulders. 
But none of that money went for high-
way projects, for bridge projects, or for 
highway safety or transit needs of this 
country. 
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It went for long-term and short-term 
debt and deficit reduction. We knew 
then, and it was predicted by the De-
partment of Transportation, by OMB, 
by the Congressional Budget Office 
that, in time, this would lead to a 
shortfall in the highway trust fund, 
and that shortfall will occur this fall, 
or with a little bit of luck, next spring. 

The fix is necessary today to repa-
triate to the highway trust fund those 
revenues that were taken from it for 
general revenue purpose use for short- 
term deficit reduction. That was the 
folly. That was the gun at the head of 
the bipartisan leadership of the com-
mittee and of the Congress, that we 
had to make that step, take that step 
of shifting funds out of the highway 
trust, in addition to which, we had to 
agree that the Treasury would not 
have to pay interest on revenues paid 
into the trust fund. That resulted in 
further reduction in revenues in the 
highway trust fund. 

So we are, today, repatriating funds 
back to the highway trust fund that 
were taken by force majeure of this 
governance from the trust fund to gen-
eral revenue purposes, and bringing it 
back to keep faith with the drivers of 
this country. That’s what’s at stake 
here, and I want everybody to under-
stand. I’m not stretching the truth. I’m 
just saying, these are the facts of budg-
et life that we are dealing with. And 
Congress can keep faith with the trav-
eling public by passing this conference 
report and restoring the trust to the 
highway trust fund. 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Could I 
ask how much time is remaining on 
our side? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 9 minutes re-
maining. The gentleman from Georgia 
has 101⁄2 minutes remaining. 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. At this 
time I would like to yield 3 minutes to 
Mr. HENSARLING from Texas, the chair-
man of the Republican Study Com-
mittee. 

Mr. HENSARLING. I thank the gen-
tleman and my dear friend from Texas 
for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, the fiscal mis-
management of the Democrats con-
tinues. In just 19 months, our friends 
on the other side of the aisle have man-
aged to double the Federal deficit. 
They have given us the single largest 1- 
year increase in the Federal debt, an 

extra $600 billion. They’ve given us the 
largest unfunded obligation ever of the 
Nation, $57.3 trillion, that’s trillion 
with a T, Madam Speaker, roughly 
$400,000 of debt per American family 
under this Democrat leadership. 
They’ve given us the largest Federal 
budget ever. They’ve given us the larg-
est tax increase ever. They’ve given a 
blank check to Fannie and Freddie 
drawn on the checking accounts of 
working men and women all over the 
Nation. 

And today, today, to the best of my 
knowledge, for the first time in Amer-
ica’s history, they are raiding a bank-
rupt Treasury in order to give money 
to the highway trust fund. 

Now, Madam Speaker, how did we get 
here? I submit to you it’s two reasons. 

Our friends on the other side of the 
aisle love earmarks, but, unfortu-
nately, they don’t love American made 
energy. 

In the last highway bill, as my 
friend, the gentleman from Arizona, 
pointed out, 6,300 different earmarks, 
$24 billion worth. We wouldn’t be here, 
Madam Speaker, if it wasn’t for this 
‘‘earmarkaholism.’’ 

Now, not all these earmarks are bad. 
But, Madam Speaker, something called 
the highway trust fund, why do we 
have Democrat earmarks for land-
scaping? Why do we have Democrat 
earmarks for hiking trails in Ten-
nessee? Why do we have Democrat ear-
marks, a quarter million dollars for 
boardwalks? 

Madam Speaker, why did we end up 
with $600,000 for horse riding trails in 
the Jefferson National Forest in Vir-
ginia? 

Madam Speaker, why did the Demo-
crats bring us earmarks, $8 million for 
a parking facility in Harlem? And the 
list goes on and on. 

Now, I’ll admit, Madam Speaker, 
there’s been a number of earmarks on 
our side of the aisle. But this side of 
the aisle woke up. They understand the 
American people, and the American 
people want a moratorium, and it’s Re-
publicans that have called for a mora-
torium. 

But more importantly, right now, 
Madam Speaker, one of the reasons 
there’s no money in the trust fund is 
people can’t afford to drive because 
Democrats view our oil and gas re-
serves in our Nation as toxic waste 
sites, and Republicans view them as 
natural resources to relieve pain at the 
pump. 

And that’s why, Madam Speaker, if 
we would simply enact the American 
Energy Act, the All-of-the-Above Act, 
Americans could drive again and we 
could fill up these coffers, and we 
wouldn’t be here today. 

And, finally, to be here today with-
out any offsets is an absolute tragedy 
for this Nation. And this bill should be 
rejected. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oregon, Congressman 
BLUMENAUER, a member of the Ways 
and Means Committee. 
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. I appreciate the 

gentleman’s courtesy, and I appreciate 
this coming forward. 

It’s somewhat ironic to listen to our 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
dust off the old canard about earmarks. 
It’s a bit awkward for them, as we’re 
finding out that Governor Palin was 
not just for them but aggressively lob-
bying for them before she was against 
them. And all the earmarks the gen-
tleman talks about were under the Re-
publican watch. They controlled the 
last transportation bill. 

But I am pleased that the adminis-
tration has had a change of heart. It’s 
withdrawing its veto threat to ensure 
the fulfillment of the highway trust 
fund. 

This is serious business, and I hope it 
would be one of the areas where we Re-
publicans and Democrats could come 
together. Making sure that we don’t 
lose the over $14 billion of highway, 
bridge and other transportation fund-
ing and hundreds of thousands of con-
struction, engineering and design jobs 
that are at risk right now is absolutely 
essential. 

I’m pleased that Congress is taking 
this step to make sure that we do not 
move in the wrong direction because 
communities, large and small, urban 
and rural, are suffering from failing in-
frastructure. I spent last week with my 
friend, MIKE SIMPSON, in Idaho, dealing 
with those issues in his State, and it’s 
nothing partisan or ideological about 
it. It’s time for us to come forward and 
make this initiative. 

It’s so bad that the American Society 
of Civil Engineers has given our Na-
tion’s infrastructure overall a grade of 
D minus. Today the Federal Govern-
ment is investing less than we have as 
a percent of our Gross Domestic Prod-
uct than we have for 50 years. And 
we’re falling behind our competitors 
around the world. 

I’m hopeful that we can move for-
ward today with this as a first step to-
wards a comprehensive approach to 
deal with rebuilding and renewing 
America dealing with its energy needs, 
its water, transportation and infra-
structure, so that we can make sure 
that all our communities are livable 
and our families safer, healthier and 
more economically secure. 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, at this time I would like to 
recognize Mr. DON YOUNG from Alaska 
for 4 minutes. 

(Mr. YOUNG of Alaska asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam 
Speaker, first, let me say I’m very sup-
portive of this legislation. And I under-
stand the fiscal responsibility. I under-
stand that those that say we’re taking 
$8 billion and we’re not having an off-
set. Remember we, this body, borrowed 
the money. And I want to compliment 
Mr. OBERSTAR on the history of what 
occurred in 1998 and where we are 
today. So we’re really paying back 
what we borrowed. And that’s part of 

the principle about, I call it an obliga-
tion, a man’s word, or a woman’s word, 
to someone else. 

We borrowed that money from the 
taxpayers that paid at the pump, and 
very frankly, we spent it for other pur-
poses, be it put the debt down, et 
cetera, that’s not why we paid that 18.2 
cents per gallon. We paid it for an in-
frastructure system. 

Having said that, we have another 
problem. Our infrastructure is falling 
apart. When I was chairman of the 
Transportation Committee, I asked for 
a five-cent increased tax on gasoline. 
And very frankly, my side of the aisle 
and my President said, no, and we’re 
further behind today than we were 
when I first suggested that. We ended 
up with $286 billion instead of $216 bil-
lion, but not nearly enough. 

There’s no one in this Nation today 
that can tell me that our transpor-
tation is keeping up. It is falling fur-
ther behind each day, each day; and 
when we do that, we add to the debt of 
this Nation because our economy is 
based upon the ability to move product 
and people. If we can’t do that, we have 
no economy. 

The thing that hurts me the most, 
my good friends, in this energy crisis 
we have today and the high cost of en-
ergy, we’re spending more money and 
more gallons of fuel sitting still than 
moving because we have congestion. 
That is not the economy this country 
needs. 

I will say this to my new chairman, 
Mr. OBERSTAR. He has a huge responsi-
bility, and I hope this Congress will lis-
ten. And whoever the next President is, 
we must address this issue of raising 
the dollars to improve the transpor-
tation system within this Nation. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER said to the effect 
that no one’s talking about transpor-
tation in this Presidential election. 
And I’m not being partisan here. Nei-
ther party’s talking about transpor-
tation. If we do not do that, with the 
increase of the population we cannot 
have an economic base. 

Lastly, let me suggest one thing. One 
of the reasons the money is not there 
and why we should pass this bill today 
is because we are spending less on gaso-
line because of the high price. And for 
those who do not want to drill, those 
who do not want to reduce domestic 
prices, think of what you’re doing to 
the transportation system in this coun-
try. My chairman is going to have to 
come up with a way of funding. Maybe 
it’s other than the gas tax. I don’t 
know. 

But we do have the automobiles. I 
don’t care whether they’re hybrids. I 
don’t care what they are in saving 
fuels. We do have a transportation ne-
cessity in this country, and this body 
has not had the courage to go forth and 
have the vision of improving the trans-
portation of the Nation for the future 
generations. We must do that. 

This bill is a short step. It’s needed. 
It’s important, and it is returning what 
we borrowed; we, being the body of 

Congress, from the taxpayers at the 
pump. I have come from the old school 
that if you borrow it you pay it back, 
and that’s what we’re doing today to 
keep the largest driving force in this 
country going, the construction of our 
infrastructure, the improvement upon 
and then the repair. If we don’t do that 
today, I’m sure we will, we’ll make a 
great mistake. 

But let’s go to the future, the next 
highway bill. And those that are talk-
ing about we shouldn’t spend it here, 
we shouldn’t spend it there, there’s no 
better way to spend the dollars of the 
American taxpayer than in an infra-
structure for the future generations. It 
creates employment today, it creates 
employment in the future, and it takes 
and makes our economy strong forever. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. I reserve the 
balance of my time, Madam Speaker. 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, at this time I would like to 
recognize Mr. JERRY MORAN from Kan-
sas for 1 minute. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. I thank the 
gentleman from Texas. And I rise 
today in support of H.R. 6532. 

I come from a State in which trans-
portation matters. Long distances be-
tween communities, agricultural and 
commodity goods to be hauled to mar-
ket. And in the absence of this restora-
tion of $8 billion to the highway trust 
fund, our State would lose nearly $118.5 
million dollars, creating a critical 
shortfall and the inability to complete 
projects underway. 

So I’m pleased today to be back here 
in support of legislation that this body 
passed several weeks ago; pleased to 
see the Senate follow suit last night, 
and pleased to know that the President 
will sign this legislation upon its pas-
sage today. 

I commend my colleagues in Ways 
and Means, and appreciate my col-
leagues from the House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee who 
have arisen to the occasion to make 
certain that transportation is sup-
ported and the jobs and industry that 
it pertains to, by this legislation. 

b 1530 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I continue to reserve my 
time. 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, at this point I would like to 
recognize Mr. SCOTT GARRETT from 
New Jersey for 1 minute. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. I 
thank the gentleman. 

I rise to oppose this legislation which 
is really unfair and unjust to the peo-
ple of the State of New Jersey. I say so 
because it perpetuates an unfair sys-
tem to our State, our State made up of 
commuters, because it does not change 
a system where in fact we do not get 
back a dollar on a dollar. Our com-
muters only get back pennies, 87 cents 
on a dollar in the current system, and 
this perpetuates that system. 

See, New Jersey is a commuter 
State. Whether you work or play, you 
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have to rely on your car or truck to get 
around, and you’re being attacked both 
from our State capital and in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

You’re being attacked by our State 
capital by perpetual toll increases from 
High Point to Cape May, from Alpha to 
LBI, there are always threats of higher 
taxes there. And in D.C., we’re under 
attack as well for the failure of this 
Congress and this Democrat leadership 
of passing an energy package. 

With gasoline at $3.50 a gallon and 
diesel at $4 a gallon, where it costs 
over $1,000 to fill up your truck to get 
to work or to get to school or else-
where, New Jersey commuters are con-
sistently being attacked by a system 
out of control in our State capital and 
our national capital as well, and that is 
why I stand here opposed to this legis-
lation until we change the existing sys-
tem of funding for tax administration. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, may I inquire of Mr. JOHNSON 
whether he has any more speakers? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman from Texas has 
expired. The gentleman from Georgia 
has 8 minutes remaining. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I fully support H.R. 6532, as 
amended. We must act and we must act 
responsibly and return $8 billion to the 
highway trust fund. 

I urge all of my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to vote ‘‘yes’’ for this 
important and needed bill. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in support of the 
Senate Amendment to H.R. 6532, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
restore the Highway Trust Fund balance. 

As an original cosponsor of H.R. 6532 I am 
delighted our colleagues from the other body 
finally decided to act on this vital piece of leg-
islation. Moreover, I was delighted to learn 
that the White House has now reversed its po-
sition on vetoing this important bill. 

Our Nation’s highway trust fund serves as 
the lifeblood for funding our Nation’s transpor-
tation infrastructure. 

Regrettably, the fund is facing an imminent 
shortfall due to decreased revenue into the 
fund. This shortfall comes at a most inoppor-
tune time as many States across the country 
are struggling to provide funding just for ade-
quate highway maintenance—let alone new 
construction. 

I feel it is important that while many observ-
ers have attempted to frame discussions of 
the highway trust fund in terms of a ‘‘bail out’’ 
by the general fund, H.R. 6532 is not a bail 
out. The measure essentially restores $8 bil-
lion that was transferred out of the account in 
a 1998 budget reduction arrangement. 

Ensuring the solvency of the Highway Trust 
Fund is important to my home State, as Texas 
has one of the most extensive surface trans-
portation networks in the world. 

Texas has more than 10,000 miles of rail 
track; more than 300,000 miles of roadway 
and more than 50,000 bridges—more than 
any other State in the Nation. Our transpor-
tation network is bursting at the seams, and 
failure to enact this bill will render a significant 
blow to transportation construction and main-
tenance jobs across my State. 

We simply cannot allow this to happen. In 
the absence of passage of H.R. 6532, the 
State of Texas stands to lose $859 million in 
funding and a projected loss of 30,000 good- 
paying jobs. 

The State has identified a funding gap of 
$86 billion between available resources and 
what is needed to achieve an acceptable level 
of mobility by 2030. By the year 2030, TXDOT 
predicts the State’s population is expected to 
increase by 64 percent. My State cannot af-
ford a lapse in receiving its share of federal 
highway funding made available by 
SAFETEA–LU. 

In the absence of bold and decisive action 
by this body in the next highway bill authoriza-
tion, stagnant transportation policy and inad-
equate funding will cripple our country. It is 
past time for government at all levels to make 
investment in transportation infrastructure an 
urgent priority. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote yes on this important piece of legislation. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LEWIS) that the House suspend the 
rules and concur in the Senate amend-
ment to the bill, H.R. 6532. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: approval of the Journal, de novo; 
motion to suspend the rules on H. Res. 
1420, by the yeas and nays; motion to 
suspend the rules on H.R. 6532, by the 
yeas and nays. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on agree-
ing to the Speaker’s approval of the 
Journal, which the Chair will put de 
novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 
Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 

Speaker, I demand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 215, noes 190, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 27, as 
follows: 

[Roll No. 585] 

AYES—215 

Ackerman 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castor 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doyle 
Edwards (MD) 
Edwards (TX) 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Foster 

Frank (MA) 
Giffords 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Michaud 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murtha 
Napolitano 

Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Speier 
Spratt 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 

NOES—190 

Abercrombie 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 

Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 

Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Castle 
Cazayoux 
Chabot 
Childers 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
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