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many of our Members of Congress have
about locking it up in the name of
something.

I would hope Congress got real and
recognized the reality of the world we
live in. Just as we live in a worldwide
economic market, we also live in a
worldwide energy market. The great
tragedy of today has created, in part,
the economic crisis we are in. While it
was at the gas pump for the average
citizen every day, at least when oil was
$140 a barrel, we were sending upwards
of $1.2 billion offshore to buy oil.

America cannot continue to do that
and remain a wealthy and prosperous
nation. We simply are draining our
Treasury dry. Yet we have oil all
around us. Consumers are now seeing
ads on television talking about the
great shale pools of natural gas the
new technology is bringing. Yet very
quietly we are trying to keep a lot of
that out of reach, all in the name of
the environment.

We have all other kinds of energy re-
sources we ought to be going after and
developing. I believe the next decade in
front of us is the decade of energy. I
think as a Congress we are awakening.
I know the consumers have awakened
and they are going to demand that
Congress do what is right, all in the
name of new production, new tech-
nologies, diverse kinds of energy port-
folios for our country.

We will not be a wealthy nation 20
years from now. We will not be a na-
tion that allows our citizens and our
young people to pursue the American
dream as we and our parents before us
and our grandparents before them.

We need to recognize the next 20
years ought to be and must be dedi-
cated to the production of energy; all
forms, clean, diverse. That is our chal-
lenge. So let’s connect the dots.

Last night we talked about a credit
crunch and a credit crisis. I believe it
was worsened by an energy crunch and
an energy crisis we have lived through
and are currently continuing to live
through.

If the Congress does not bring that
together, then we will fail, or at least
we will not allow the greatest hope and
the greatest expectation of our coun-
try, this great country, to see its nat-
ural level. Those are our challenges.

Bold votes last night, bold and nec-
essary steps were taken. Can this Sen-
ate as a policymaking body be as bold
in energy as we were with the econ-
omy? That is the challenge we face. I
will not face it anymore. But every-
body who serves here will. I hope they
can meet that challenge. Because if
they fail, then our great Nation is
weakened and the opportunities many
of us have worked for, for our children
and our grandchildren over the years,
simply cannot be realized.

So Senate, Congress, connect the
dots. Work at getting the economy
right, work at getting energy produc-
tion back online, work at giving this
great enterprising country of ours the
opportunity to create and to be what it
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can be. That is a necessary and impor-
tant challenge. I am confident, if the
citizens of our country demand it, the
Congress will rise to that occasion.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado is recognized.

————

THANKING SENATORS

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, while
the Senator from Idaho is on the floor,
I made some comments earlier about
the pleasure of being able to work with
him in the Senate. I wish to also recog-
nize the fine work he has done on en-
ergy. We certainly appreciate his work
on that.

Colorado is an energy-rich State. We
have all forms of energy, not only fos-
sil fuels but also wind and solar and
geothermal. I think Senator CRAIG has
been very sensitive to those.

When working with the Senator from
Idaho I felt like he truly had the Na-
tion’s interest in mind. It has been a
pleasure for me to serve with Senator
CRAIG, particularly on the Appropria-
tions Committee. The Senator brought
in a very competent staff and was him-
self extremely knowledgeable.

As we leave this institution, I wish to
thank the Senator from Idaho for all
the work he did to help me along with
legislation. What a privilege it has
been to be able to know Senator CRAIG
and work with him in the Senate. Also,
I wish to recognize the Senator’s hard
work in the Senate.

Senator SALAZAR was making some
comments earlier on, talking about my
retirement. I happened to have gone
downstairs and grabbed a lunch and
there he was. I also want the people of
Colorado to know I have enjoyed work-
ing with Senator SALAZAR. We have not
agreed on some of the national issues,
but I think generally one thing we
have agreed on is we need to work for
Colorado.

I think we have truly been partners
in that effort. I appreciated the oppor-
tunity to get to know you. I'm re-
minded that when Colorado came into
the Union, in 1876—we are known as
the Centennial State—the Republicans
were pretty much in control of every-
thing. You see, Colorado is a State that
is recognized as a swing State, it
swings back and forth between the Re-
publican and Democratic Parties.

But at that particular time, there
was a big effort to have a Senator from
the north and a Senator from the south
of our State. Similarly, today, I grew
up about as far north as you can get in
Colorado, Senator SALAZAR grew up
about as far south as you can get in the
State of Colorado. I think, at least in
the spirit, and certainly in geographic
location, we have been able to rep-
resent all of the State of Colorado and
deal with those issues in a civil and re-
sponsible way.

I wish to thank Senator SALAZAR
publicly for his service to the State of
Colorado and also want the people of
Colorado to know I highly respect Sen-
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ator KEN SALAZAR, who is sitting in the
chair right now, for his dedication and
the rich heritage he has in the State of
Colorado. I have appreciated the oppor-
tunity to serve with Senator SALAZAR
in the State of Colorado and I wish the
Senator well in future years.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, before the
senior retiring Senator from the State
of Colorado leaves, let me thank him
for his gracious comments. We have
been a very good team and have
partnered on a lot of issues over the
years because we have such common
interests in mind. Our States are very
similar in so many ways.

The State of Colorado happens to
have the hydrocarbons we do not have,
when it comes to gas and oil. But at
the same time, agriculture, water and
timber, tourism, and all the great
things many people attribute to the
West are embodied in the State of Col-
orado and certainly in the State of
Idaho.

But a very special thanks to Senator
ALLARD for your fine comments. The
work the Senator has done on behalf of
his State is precedent setting. I hope—
I know—the Senator will be contin-
ually recognized for that.

But let me also say the Senator and
his wife Joan have become good friends
of both my wife Suzanne and I. Those
are the kinds of friendships that build
partnerships in the Senate. I hope
other Senators recognize the Senate
works well when Senators are friends
and partners.

Now, we may have our disagreements
along the way, and there may be some
disagreements between Democrats and
Republicans, but when the collegiality
of the Senate leaves, the Senate no
longer works or works as well as it
should on behalf of our citizens. Cer-
tainly, the collegiality between the
Craigs and the Allards has been long-
standing and greatly appreciated.
Thank you.

Mr. ALLARD. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
S. 3150

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Commerce
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. 3150, the Access to
Air Travel Act, that the bill be read a
third time, passed, the motion to re-
consider be laid on the table with no
intervening action or debate, and that
any statements relating to this matter
appear at the appropriate place in the
RECORD as if given.
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