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first approximation of the potential undis-
covered, technically recoverable oil and gas
resources in this region by taking the mean
estimates of each resource category and mul-
tiplying by the percent geographic area of
each assessment unit. Results are as follows:

Mean oil potential in the WRWA is 5 mil-
lion barrels.

Mean natural gas potential is 1.5 trillion
cubic feet.

Mean natural gas liquids potential is 60
million barrels.

Please note that these GIS-analyzed esti-
mates can only be considered approxima-
tions, for the following reasons: (1) The map
provided to us of the WRWA was a general
outline and therefore subject to error when
calculating the geographic extent of the as-
sessment units relative to the WRWA; and
(2) a homogeneous distribution of oil and gas
resources was assumed across each entire as-
sessment unit.

For an overview of USGS mean estimates
for undiscovered, technically recoverable
natural gas resources for geologic provinces
within in the United States and their rel-
ative sizes, please see the map at http:/
certmapper.cr.usgs.gov/data/noga00/natl/
graphic/2007/total_gas mean 07.pdf

Please let us know if you have any further
questions or we can be of further help.

Sincerely,
MARK D. MYERS,
Director.
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I

yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I send a
cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move
to bring to a close debate on the motion to
proceed to S. 22, the Omnibus Public Land
Management Act of 2009.

Harry Reid, Jon Tester, Daniel K.
Inouye, Robert Menendez, Ken Salazar,
Jeff Bingaman, Robert P. Casey, Jr.,
Mark L. Pryor, John F. Kerry, Richard
Durbin, Ron Wyden, Dianne Feinstein,
Ben Nelson, Evan Bayh, Thomas R.
Carper, Carl Levin, Patrick J. Leahy.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the vote on the mo-
tion to invoke cloture on the motion to
proceed to S. 22 occur on Sunday, Jan-
uary 11, at 2 p.m., with the mandatory
quorum waived, and that on Sunday,
after the Senate convenes, the time
until 2 p.m. be equally divided or con-
trolled between the leaders or their
designees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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RESIGNATION OF SENATOR
JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. At this
point, the Chair lays a communication
before the Senate.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
Hon. RICHARD CHENEY,

President of the United States Senate, U.S. Cap-
itol, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. VICE PRESIDENT: I am resigning
my seat in the United States Senate as the
senior Senator from the State of Delaware to
assume my duties as Vice President of the
United States of America. My resignation is
effective January 15, 2009, at 5 p.m.

Sincerely,
JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.,
U.S. Senator.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, what a sad
but happy day it is to have that letter
read before the world. JOE BIDEN, from
the day I came to the Senate, was the
most gracious, helpful person one could
imagine. Having chosen him speaks
volumes about Barack Obama. We will
miss Senator BIDEN, with his many
years in the Senate, but we look for-
ward to his working arm in arm with
Barack Obama for the next 8 years.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to a period of morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

SUDAN

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today
marks the 4-year anniversary of the
signing of Sudan’s Comprehensive
Peace Agreement, which brought an
end to the tragic north-south civil war
that raged for over two decades; a war,
frankly, that for a long time seemed
virtually endless. We should keep the
CPA in mind as we lament the horrific
suffering that endures in eastern
Congo, Darfur, Somalia, and
Zimbabwe. I am hopeful that 2009 will
be a year in which we make significant
progress toward peace in all of these
countries, and that the United States
plays an active role in that progress.
The CPA is a remarkable testament to
the fact that transformation is possible
in even the most seemingly intractable
conflicts when there is political will. I
am proud of the critical role the United
States played in bringing about this
historic agreement 4 years ago, and it
is a testament to the hard work of Spe-
cial Envoy Jack Danforth and the lead-
ership of President Bush.

Nevertheless, the CPA is not merely
about a piece of paper or a moment in
history but a commitment to secure
lasting peace throughout Sudan. Unfor-
tunately, this process remains unfin-
ished and increasingly fragile, as evi-
denced by the clashes that broke out in
the oil-rich Abyei region last May.
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Several flashpoints in the states of
South Kordofan, Jonglei, and Blue Nile
remain highly volatile. There remain
too many arms and armed actors in
these areas that are capable of under-
mining the agreement. Both sides, an-
ticipating future clashes, are spending
increased resources to build up their
militaries. It is not difficult to imagine
a minor incident causing renewed
fighting in these areas, which could
quickly plunge the north and the south
back into full-scale war. Such a sce-
nario would not only be devastating for
the Sudanese but could have dramatic
repercussions for the wider region.

With elections under the CPA sched-
uled for this year, 2009 may well be a
watershed year for Sudan. The United
States must renew and intensify its
support for the implementation of the
CPA as part of a comprehensive strat-
egy for Sudan. We must continue to
demonstrate, both in terms of our di-
plomacy and resources, a commitment
to rebuild southern Sudan’s institu-
tions, and support the approaching
elections. Simultaneously, we must
work with our international partners
to ensure that the UN Mission in
Sudan, UNMIS, is doing all it can to
monitor and keep the peace in Sudan’s
flashpoints. I am confident that the
Obama administration understands the
importance of implementing the CPA
and will bring bold leadership and a ho-
listic vision to peace efforts in Sudan.

Finally, we cannot ignore how the
continued violence and humanitarian
crisis in Darfur is a deep stain on the
vision of a peaceful Sudan. Efforts at
peacebuilding in Sudan will prove fu-
tile without a workable political solu-
tion for Darfur. Too often in the past,
we have made the mistake of focusing
on one region of Sudan at the expense
of others. This kind of piecemeal ap-
proach has proven limited, if not coun-
terproductive at times. In this critical
year ahead, we need a comprehensive
approach that can pave the way for
lasting peace and stability for all of
Sudan. I look forward to working with
my colleagues and the Obama adminis-
tration to make that a reality.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO HELEN SUZMAN

e Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today
I honor the life of South Africa’s Helen
Suzman, a champion of equality and
rights for the people of South Africa
who suffered under apartheid. For gen-
erations to come, her story will be an
inspiration to people around the world
who have the courage to speak out
against injustice.

Helen Suzman dedicated her life and
36 years in South Africa’s Parliament
to fighting institutionalized racism in
South Africa. Often she stood alone in
defiance of her own Government as it
systematically obstructed the rights
and freedoms of the majority of South
Africans. Particularly during the 13
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years when she was the only anti-
apartheid member of South Africa’s
Parliament, Helen Suzman provided
the voice of reason that reminded the
world of the injustices that persisted in
South Africa.

Helen Suzman’s intelligence, cour-
age, and perseverance helped to end
apartheid in South Africa. Her con-
tribution to ending that evil has be-
come a symbol of hope for millions in
South Africa and around the world.
That is a powerful and inspiring leg-
acy, and it is one I am pleased to recog-
nize and celebrate today.e

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 181. A bill to amend title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Age Discrimina-
tion in Employment Act of 1967, and to mod-
ify the operation of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act of 1990 and the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, to clarify that a discriminatory
compensation decision or other practice that
is unlawful under such Acts occurs each time
compensation is paid pursuant to the dis-
criminatory compensation decision or other
practice, and for other purposes.

S. 182. A bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to provide more effec-
tive remedies to victims of discrimination in
the payment of wages on the basis of sex, and
for other purposes.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. SCHUMER, from the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee:

Special Report entitled ‘2008 Joint Eco-
nomic Report” (Rept. No. 111-1). Minority
views filed.

By Mr. KERRY, from the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship:

Special Report entitled ‘‘Summary of Leg-
islative and Oversight Activities During the
110th Congress’’ (Rept. No. 111-2).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. INHOFE:

S. 192. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Interior to convey to the McGee Creek
Authority certain facilities of the McGee
Creek Project, Oklahoma, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. VOINOVICH,
Mrs. BOXER, Mr. JOHANNS, Mr. NEL-
SON of Nebraska, and Mr. BROWN):

S. 193. A bill to create and extend certain
temporary district court judgeships; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. SNOWE,
and Mr. VOINOVICH):

S. 194. A bill to amend the Emergency
Food Assistance Act of 1983 to require the
Secretary of Agriculture to help offset the
costs of intrastate transportation, storage,
and distribution of bonus commodities pro-
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vided to States and food assistance agencies
under the emergency food assistance pro-
gram; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

By Mr. DORGAN:

S. 195. A bill to extend oversight, account-
ability, and transparency provisions of the
Emergency Economic Assistance Act of 2008
to all Federal emergency economic assist-
ance to private entities, to impose tough
conditions for all recipients of such emer-
gency economic assistance, to set up a Fed-
eral task force to investigate and prosecute
criminal activities that contributed to our
economic crisis, and to establish a bipartisan
financial market investigation and reform
commission, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mr. DODD (for himself, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. KERRY, and Mr. KEN-
NEDY):

S. 196. A Dbill to amend the Quinebaug and
Shetucket Rivers Valley National Heritage
Corridor Act of 1994 to increase the author-
ization of appropriations and modify the
date on which the authority of the Secretary
of the Interior terminates under the Act; to
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr.
CRAPO, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. KERRY, Mr. KOHL,
and Ms. LANDRIEU):

S. 197. A bill to assist in the conservation
of cranes by supporting and providing,
through projects of persons and organiza-
tions with expertise in crane conservation,
financial resources for the conservation pro-
grams of countries the activities of which di-
rectly or indirectly affect cranes and the
ecosystem of cranes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself and Mr.
LEAHY):

S. 198. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to waive non-Federal share
requirements for certain transportation pro-
grams and activities through September 30,
2009; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself and Mr.
CASEY):

S. 199. A bill to establish the Steel Indus-
try National Historic Site in the State of
Pennsylvania; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 42

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 42, a bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to preserve and pro-
tect Social Security benefits of Amer-
ican workers and to help ensure great-
er congressional oversight of the Social
Security system by requiring that both
Houses of Congress approve a total-
ization agreement before the agree-
ment, giving foreign workers Social
Security benefits, can go into effect.

S. 47

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mrs.
HUTCHISON) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 47, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the excise
tax on telephone and other commu-
nication services.

S. 133

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the

name of the Senator from Wisconsin
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(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 133, a bill to prohibit any re-
cipient of emergency Federal economic
assistance from using such funds for
lobbying expenditures or political con-
tributions, to improve transparency,
enhance accountability, encourage re-
sponsible corporate governance, and for
other purposes.
S. 164

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. CORKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 164, a bill to improve consumer
access to passenger vehicle loss data
held by insurers.

S. 170

At the request of Mr. GREGG, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. BOXER), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KERRY), the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. REED), and the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts (Mr. KEN-
NEDY) were added as cosponsors of S.
170, a bill to authorize the acquisition
of interests in undeveloped coastal
areas in order better to ensure their
protection from development and for
other purposes.

S. 181

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
181, a bill to amend title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Age
Discrimination in Employment Act of
1967, and to modify the operation of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990
and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, to
clarify that a discriminatory com-
pensation decision or other practice
that is unlawful under such Acts occurs
each time compensation is paid pursu-
ant to the discriminatory compensa-
tion decision or other practice, and for
other purposes.

S. 182

At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) and the Senator from
Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 182, a bill to amend the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to
provide more effective remedies to vic-
tims of discrimination in the payment
of wages on the basis of sex, and for
other purposes.

S. RES. 10

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the name of the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. CORKER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 10, a resolution rec-
ognizing the right of Israel to defend
itself against attacks from Gaza and
reaffirming the United States’ strong
support for Israel in its battle with
Hamas, and supporting the Israeli-Pal-
estinian peace process.

At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from Michigan (Ms.
STABENOW) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 10, supra.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself,
Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. INOUYE,
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