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Mr. HOYER. I would hope they
would. I voted for it. I believe that
they were a response to what we have
seen is a lack of transparency, a lack of
as much accountability as the taxpayer
has the right to expect, and also the
failure of the TARP funds already ap-
proved to help average people around
this country who are faced with losing
their homes, having their mortgages
foreclosed on. The legislation that we
passed yesterday, in a bipartisan vote,
as you know, was legislation which
said we ought to have greater account-
ability, greater transparency so the
American public knows how their
money is being spent and also that we
need to have a greater focus on Main
Street, not exclusively on Wall Street.
I think the American public are for
that legislation. I would hope the Sen-
ate would pass it.

Very frankly, I will tell my friend
one of the problems that it has in the
Senate is that there is a large number
of Members in your party, I believe,
who are not for money being diverted
to mortgage relief. I disagree with that
as a policy, but the issue is whether
they can get 60 votes to take it up. I
tell the gentleman I'm hopeful that
they will.

In addition, as I said on this floor in
response to Congresswoman FOXX, it is
my understanding that Chairman
FRANK and President Obama have had
discussions and that President Obama
believes that conditions and trans-
parency and focus on helping people
whose mortgages are at risk is some-
thing that his administration is going
to follow whether or not that legisla-
tion is passed into law.

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, I'd just like to say in
closing that I would hope that the
standard of transparency and openness
that should be applied to the expendi-
ture of the TARP moneys can be ap-
plied to the conduct of the proceedings
of this House over the next 2 years dur-
ing the 111th Congress. I think we owe
it to the American people. We owe it to
the American people to know what the
Members that they elect are doing,
what they’re voting on, which is why I
again say to the gentleman I hope that
the proceedings next week on this un-
precedented amount of money in the
bill that is currently being marked up,
this unprecedented amount can come
to this floor in the most open, trans-
parent way possible, giving the minor-
ity, the Republicans on this side of the
aisle, the ability to make their pro-
posals known, to have votes on those
ideas because, after all, that is the
spirit in which we would like to work
not only with the gentleman and his
party but certainly with the new Presi-
dent.

———
HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at noon tomorrow; and, further,
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when the House adjourns on that day,

it adjourn to meet at 12:30 p.m. on

Monday next for morning-hour debate.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

LUJAN). Is there objection to the re-

quest of the gentleman from Maryland?
There was no objection.

O 1400
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HEINRICH). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 56 minutes each.

————
A RETURN TO JUSTICE FOR ALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to applaud the bold leadership
coming from our new administration.
Today President Obama signed execu-
tive orders to put an end to destructive
policies of the Bush administration.
Americans and people all over the
world will know, once again, that the
United States rejects the use of torture
and that we will proceed with the rule
of law.

With his announcements this morn-
ing, President Obama is taking an im-
portant step for undoing the damage
that has been caused over the past 8
years. The prison at Guantanamo Bay
and the horrors at Abu Ghraib have so
stained the honor of the United States
that it will take years to regain the
trust of the international community.

Under the past administration the
world saw a White House that operated
in secrecy and was all too eager to
bend and break the rule of law when it
was convenient to do so. Progressives
fought every step of the way and de-
manded an end to torture and the clo-
sure of Guantanamo Bay.

President Obama is living up to his
campaign promises, and he is signaling
to the world a return to the very values
that have led our Nation to be viewed
as the greatest democracy on earth,
our unyielding commitment to the rule
of law and profound respect for human
decency.

This Congress stands ready to help
the administration. Whether it’s bring-
ing an end to prisons like Guantanamo
or bringing our troops home from Iraq,
we pledge to help the President forge a
new path for America and for the
world. Again, Mr. Speaker, I applaud
the administration’s bold move for-
ward, and I will commit to supporting
our renewed role as world leader for
justice and human rights.

e —
NEWS FROM THE SECOND FRONT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

January 22, 2009

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
bring you news from the second front.
The second front is the border war on
the southern border of the TUnited
States between America and Mexico.

It is important that America under-
stand that there is a violent atmos-
phere in Mexico, our neighbors to the
south. It’s a possibility that the gov-
ernment may collapse. There is chaos,
there is high unemployment, and much
of the blame goes to the drug cartels
that are operating in Mexico. They are
violent; they are mean; they have a lot
of money; and it makes no difference
who they kill that gets in their way to
smuggle that cancer into the United
States.

This should concern all of us. We can-
not wait for the reaction of the vio-
lence along the Texas-Mexico border,
especially, to come into the United
States. We must be proactive and not
wait for Americans to be killed before
our country does something about it.

You know, our country protects the
borders of other nations, nations that
many Americans don’t even Kknow
where they are on the map. But the
first duty of government is to protect
our Nation and protect our borders, es-
pecially from those narcoterrorists
that come into the United States ha-
bitually.

Even the Department of Homeland
Security now has actually admitted
that there is a problem on the border.
For so long, in my opinion, Homeland
Security has done very little to protect
our border in the southern part of the
United States.

But Homeland Security has devel-
oped a plan involving the U.S. North-
ern Command to deploy the United
States military to protect American
citizens in the event the drug wars in
Mexico spill into the United States.

Just last year, there were over 5,300
murders in Mexico, that’s more mur-
ders in Mexico than the number of
American troops Kkilled in the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan put together, and
it’s all because of the drug cartels and
the violence that has occurred there.

I have had the opportunity to be on
the Texas-Mexico border and the bor-
der all the way to California that we
have with Mexico. I have been there
many times, and every time I go, it’s
worse. The violence is terrible.

There used to be a time when Ameri-
cans would go to Nuevo Laredo across
the river from Laredo. Not any more.
The three drug cartels are fighting for
turf in Nuevo Laredo to smuggle drugs
into the United States.

I want to read, Mr. Speaker, a por-
tion of a military report that I have
obtained from November 25, 2008, from
the United States Joint Forces Com-
mand. It states that Mexico ‘‘bear[s]
consideration for a rapid and sudden
collapse,” because ‘‘its politicians, po-
lice, and judicial infrastructure are all
under sustained assault and pressure
by criminal gangs and drug cartels.”
“Any descent by Mexico into chaos
would demand an American response
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