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Congress, and I want to compliment 
Congresswoman ESHOO from California 
who has been very active on this, but 
other members, to weigh in with the 
newly confirmed secretary and ask her 
to take dramatic action to save the 
Iraqi Christians. 

An article in Christianity Today by 
Philip Jenkins described what is hap-
pening in Iraq this way: ‘‘What we are 
seeing then is the death of one of the 
world’s greatest Christian enterprises.’’ 

Just this week a delegation of 
Chaldean bishops urgently appealed to 
Pope Benedict XVI for the church to 
create a strategy to prevent Christians 
from leaving the region. I urge people 
of faith to stand, and I urge Members 
of Congress to press the secretary to 
appoint one person to deal with this 
issue. 

And, lastly, I say where, where; oh 
where, oh where is the church? Oh 
where, oh where is the Christian 
church in the West when the Christians 
in Iraq are being slaughtered? 

[From the Associated Press] 

CHRISTIAN KILLED IN NORTHERN IRAQI CITY 

(By Sameer N. Yacoub) 

BAGHDAD.—The Christian owner of a car re-
pair shop was killed execution-style in 
Mosul, police said Saturday, raising concern 
about the possibility of new attacks against 
the religious minority in the northern Iraqi 
city. 

The body of the 36-year-old man, who was 
shot in the head, was found Thursday, ac-
cording to police and hospital officials, 
speaking on condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to talk to the 
media. 

Another Christian man, an engineer in the 
city’s water department, was kidnapped in 
early January but was released four days 
later after his family paid a $50,000 ransom. 

Nobody claimed responsibility for the kill-
ing or the kidnapping, but they followed a 
pattern of violence and intimidation that 
sent thousands of Christians fleeing from 
their homes in Mosul in the fall. 

Bassem Balu, an official with the Demo-
cratic Assyrian Movement, sought to main-
tain calm, saying the motives for this week’s 
killing were not yet known. The movement 
is the largest Christian party. 

‘‘For the time being, I do not think that 
this will slow the return of the Christians to 
Mosul,’’ he said. ‘‘I hope that this murder 
won’t signal the start of a new campaign 
against the Christians in Mosul.’’ 

Some Mosul residents have filtered back 
since the fall exodus, but others remain with 
relatives in the safer countryside or have 
sought refuge in neighboring Syria despite 
government pledges of financial support and 
protection. 

Reflecting the continued fear, Christian 
candidates running for the Jan. 31 provincial 
elections have not been campaigning in 
Mosul but were limiting their activities to 
Christian areas outside the city. 

Saad Tanyous, one of the candidates seek-
ing a seat on the provincial council, said 
Christians were not even putting posters on 
the walls in Mosul. 

Christians have frequently been targeted 
amid the fierce sectarian fighting that broke 
out after the 2003 U.S.-led invasion, although 
the attacks have ebbed with a sharp drop in 
overall violence. 

Churches, priests and businesses of the 
generally prosperous, well-educated commu-
nity have been attacked by militants who 

denounce Christians as pro-American ‘‘cru-
saders.’’ 

In an exodus which began after the 1991 
Gulf War and escalated dramatically after 
the U.S.-led invasion in 2003, Iraq has lost 
more than half its Christian population of 
some 1 million. 

The body of Paulos Rahho, the Chaldean 
Catholic archbishop of Mosul, also was found 
in March following his abduction by gunmen 
after a Mass. 

Mosul, 225 miles northwest of Baghdad, re-
mains one of the most dangerous cities in 
Iraq despite security gains. 

Gunmen also killed two Iraqi soldiers on a 
foot patrol in the city Saturday afternoon, 
police said. 

Tensions have been rising ahead of the pro-
vincial elections, which are aimed at more 
equitably distributing power and stemming 
support for the insurgency. 

Haider al-Ibadi, a Shiite lawmaker from 
Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki’s Dawa 
party, condemned Friday’s assassination of 
candidate Hashim al-Husseini south of Bagh-
dad. 

‘‘This crime should not go unpunished and 
we call upon security forces to chase the 
killers as soon as possible and put them on 
trial,’’ he said, calling for stepped-up protec-
tion for candidates. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. SHERMAN addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

SUNSET MEMORIAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. FRANKS) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Mr. Speak-
er, I know that another legislative day 
has come to an end and that sunset ap-
proaches fast in Washington, DC. So 
tonight, I want to stand before this 
House with what I call a Sunset Memo-
rial. 

You see, it is January 22, 2009, in the 
land of the free and the home of the 
brave. And before this sunset today in 
America, almost 4,000 more defenseless 
unborn children were killed by abor-
tion on demand. That is just today, Mr. 
Speaker. That is just today, 36 years to 
the day from Roe versus Wade. That is 
more than the number of innocent lives 
lost on September 11th in this country, 
but it happens every day. 

It has now been exactly 36 years to 
the day since the tragedy called Roe 
versus Wade was first handed down. 
Since then, the very foundation of this 
Nation has been stained by the blood of 
almost 50 million of its own unborn 
children. Some of them, Mr. Speaker, 
cried and screamed as they died. But 
because it was amniotic fluid going 
over the vocal cords instead of air, we 
couldn’t hear them. 

All of them had at least four things 
in common, Mr. Speaker. First, they 
were just little babies who had done 
nothing wrong to anyone. And each one 

of them died a nameless and lonely 
death. And each one of their mothers, 
whether she realizes it or not, will 
never be quite the same. And all the 
gifts that these children might have 
brought to humanity are now lost for-
ever, Mr. Speaker. 

Yet, even in the glare of such trag-
edy, this generation still clings to a 
blind invincible ignorance while his-
tory repeats itself over and over again 
and our own silent genocide merci-
lessly annihilates the most helpless of 
all victims, those yet unborn. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps it is time for 
those of us in this chamber to remind 
ourselves of why we are really all here. 
Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘The care of 
human life and its happiness, and not 
its destruction, is the chief and only 
object of good government.’’ The 
phrase in the 14th Amendment capsul-
izes our entire Constitution. It says, 
‘‘No state shall deprive any person of 
life, liberty, or property without due 
process of law.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of 
our citizens and their Constitutional 
rights is why we are all here. The bed-
rock foundation of this republic is that 
clarion declaration of the self-evident 
truth that all human beings are cre-
ated equal and endowed by their cre-
ator with unalienable rights, the rights 
of life and liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness. 

Every conflict and battle our Nation 
has ever faced can be traced to our 
commitment to this core self-evident 
truth. It has made us the beacon of 
hope for the entire world, Mr. Speaker. 
It is who we are. And yet today, an-
other day has passed, and we in this 
body have failed again to honor that 
foundational commitment. We have 
failed our sworn oath and our God 
given responsibility as we broke faith 
with nearly 4,000 more innocent Amer-
ican babies who died today without the 
protection we should have given them. 

So, Mr. Speaker, let me conclude this 
part of my remarks, this sunset memo-
rial, in the hopes that perhaps someone 
new who heard it tonight will finally 
embrace the truth that abortion really 
does kill little babies; that it hurts 
mothers in ways that we can never ex-
press; and that it is time we stood up 
together again and looked to the Dec-
laration of Independence; and, that we 
remember that we are the same Amer-
ica that rejected human slavery, and 
marched into Europe to arrest the Nazi 
Holocaust; and, we are still the coura-
geous and compassionate Nation that 
can find a better way for mothers and 
their unborn babies than abortion on 
demand. 

And, Mr. Speaker, it is such an ap-
propriate time to discuss these things. 
Only a few hours ago, probably no more 
than 200 yards from this well, Presi-
dent-Elect Barack Obama put his hand 
down on the same Bible that Abraham 
Lincoln was sworn in and took his oath 
to the Presidency, and he took an oath 
that made him President Obama. And I 
just would remind the country some-
how that we need to ask ourselves 
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