January 29, 2009

made our life a lot easier about 1 year and a
half ago. This house is a lot bigger than the
one we had. I needed a house that could fit
all of us. So I went from a 1,146 square foot
home to a 2,000 square foot home, a lot bet-
ter. But ever since the prices of gas started
going up, it has put us in a bind. Right now
I am now about 2 months behind on my
mortgage and really do not have any way of
making it up. So we have the house on the
market for a short sale. Since the gas prices
are rising, people are not shopping like they
used to, so my wife’s work is affected hence
her hours are cut. I work all the way in Boise
and live in Nampa. I have been at my job for
9 years now, and it seems like I am just
working to get back and forth.

I really think that we should start drilling
other places now. The economy is going or is
already taking a big hit on everything. Since
the price of gas basically controls the price
of everything like food and since I have four
kids, my grocery bill has [gone] up, also. An-
other option maybe is to have the oil compa-
nies cut the Americans a stimulus check at
the end of every fiscal year. They are mak-
ing a huge profit. That tells me that the
price can go down a lot and they can still
make a little money. Instead they want to
help hurt the economy. In my eyes, they are
no better than terrorists.

Thanks for taking the time to read my
email and hopefully since we the people ac-
tually put you guys into these positions to
help the economy and keep our country,
state, city safe and running like a well-oiled
machine, I really hope that something can
come of this. I really believe that if gas
prices run around $2.50 a gallon they can still
make a profit and keep things going in our
country with no problem.

JASON.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

CONGRATULATING THE WARREN
COUNTY PREVENTION PARTNER-
SHIP

e Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I
congratulate the members of the War-
ren County Prevention Partnership, an
antidrug group that represented the
Commonwealth of Kentucky in the 2009
inaugural parade. I was pleased to
learn that such an outstanding organi-
zation represented Kentucky on the na-
tional stage.

The Warren County Prevention Part-
nership holds the distinct honor of rep-
resenting Kentucky in three consecu-
tive Presidential inaugurations: 2001,
2005, and 2009. The Warren County Pre-
vention Partnership works for a drug-
free America and its ‘“‘Reach for Your
Dreams’ antidrug and antiviolence
program is motivated to help America
achieve that goal.

I am proud that such a superior asso-
ciation represented Kentucky on such
a historical day in our Nation’s his-
tory, and I support the organization, as
well as others that strive for a drug-
and violence-free country. I hope that
this recognition assists the Warren
County Prevention Partnership in get-
ting its message heard by all Ameri-
cans.

Again, I congratulate the members of
the Warren County Prevention Part-
nership on their remarkable feat of
representing Kentucky in the past
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three inaugurations. I hope that its ac-
complishments inspire others to work
for a drug-free America.e®

———

TRIBUTE TO MARLENE ELLIOTT
BROWN

e Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, today I
honor Marlene Elliott Brown, who was
appointed in 2001 by former President
George W. Bush as the Delaware/Mary-
land Director for USDA Rural Develop-
ment where she oversaw housing, busi-
ness, water and waste loan programs,
community facilities and grant pro-
grams for my State of Delaware and
neighboring Maryland.

My staff and I have had the great
privilege of working with her on rural
development projects including eco-
nomic development, housing and the
provision of critical public utilities
throughout rural Delaware.

She started her remarkable career in
politics in 1982 when she served as
State director for my predecessor, Sen-
ator Bill Roth. While Senator Roth was
known for his many accomplishments
on the national level, in Delaware, he
was best known for providing out-
standing constituent services. No one
was more responsible for building and
sustaining this high level of service
than Marlene. Striving to meet this
standard has been one of my highest
priorities as a U.S. Senator and a great
challenge for my staff because Marlene
set the bar so high. She truly rep-
resents the highest level of excellence
in public service. More importantly,
Marlene has the heart of a public serv-
ant which is a rare quality but one that
is sorely needed in the world today.

First and foremost, Marlene was a
proud southern Delawarean. She grew
up on a family farm near Laurel, DE,
graduated as valedictorian of her class
at Laurel High School, and subse-
quently graduated from Delaware
Technical and Community College and
Salisbury University with a major in
business administration. In addition to
her public service, she has been, and re-
mains, very active in her church and
community, having served as past
president of the Georgetown-Millsboro
Rotary Club, former vice chairman of
the Republican State Committee, a
past Honorary Wing Commander at the
Dover Air Force Base, a member of the
Laurel Chamber of Commerce, a board
member of the Delmarva Christian
High School, and a member of the
Delaware Tech Educational Founda-
tion Council.

She has also received numerous
awards, including Outstanding Young
Women of America in 1982, Delaware
Young Careerist for Delaware Business
and Professional Women in 1985, and
the first recipient of the William Roth
Outstanding Achievement Award in
2004, just to name a few.

I have had the great pleasure of
working with Marlene Elliott Brown
for many years and joined her fre-
quently to announce USDA funding for
projects throughout southern Dela-
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ware. Her hard work and dedication to
the betterment of rural communities
has helped enrich the lives of many
Delawareans. Marlene’s vibrant spirit
is unwavering and her fervent commit-
ment to public service reflects the de-
sire of an individual devoted to making
a difference. She is truly a generous
and caring friend who has provided in-
spiration to many. While representing
the U.S. Department of Agriculture in
Delaware and Maryland, Marlene some-
how found time to help train not one
but two people who have served as my
county directors in Sussex County. For
that, I will always be grateful.

Marlene and her husband still live on
a family farm near Laurel where she
grew up, and I know that her family,
community and our state are very
proud of her accomplishments. I want
to personally thank Marlene’s family
for their willingness to share her with
all of us. Marlene is quite simply a
very good person with a great heart,
and I wish her well on the next stage of
her noteworthy career.e

——
REMEMBERING AUSTIN
CUNNINGHAM
e Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President,

Orangeburg, SC, has lost one of its fin-
est citizens with the passing of 94-year-
old Austin Cunningham. Mr.
Cunningham led a most distinguished
life and his contributions to the people
and community will be greatly missed.

During his life, Mr. Cunningham was
a soldier, businessman, community
leader, writer, lawyer and citizen of the
year. His hometown newspaper, the
Orangeburg Times and Democrat,
summed up his life—Mr. Cunningham
was, ‘‘the definition of a Renaissance
man.”’

If there was a business or civic en-
deavor that would improve the life of
his town and community, Mr.
Cunningham was involved. From put-
ting in new street lights to tackling
the war on drugs on the streets of
Orangeburg, Mr. Cunningham was
proof that one person could make a dif-
ference.

Mr. Cunningham played an instru-
mental role in helping young, under-
privileged, at-risk teenagers find em-
ployment and learn the value of hard
work. In 1984, he was invited to the
White House to meet with President
Reagan who thanked him for partici-
pating in this program.

He was also a patron of the arts who
supported and encouraged the choir at
South Carolina State University, one
of our Nation’s foremost historically
Black wuniversities. The university
awarded him its Distinguished Service
Award in 1995.

Orangeburg, SC, has lost a fine cit-
izen, friend, and community leader
with the passing of Austin
Cunningham. His life work deserves
recognition on the contributions he
made to his fellow citizens.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
the family and citizens of Orangeburg,
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