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have men of high moral integrity making de-
cisions about the future of our beloved
United States of America.

With respect to high energy prices, I am
very disappointed that our Federal Congress
has shamefully neglected their responsibility
to find a way to develop a national energy
policy before we arrived at this rather ex-
treme condition. Having worked as an oil
and gas geologist in Houston, Texas before
returning to Idaho, I know that it has never
been a secret that our addiction to oil and
natural gas was leading us into trouble as
the opportunities to explore for large re-
serves continued to decline.

As a nation, we have been so negligent
about seeing past the next election that our
policies do not seem capable of meeting the
challenges of a world that is now inter-
dependent in so many ways. It has been and
still is ridiculous to remove so many regions
of offshore from oil and gas exploration and
development. ANWR, in my opinion should
be developed and if we are successful in find-
ing additional resources there, use that for
strategic reserves because we all understand
that it is not likely to be significantly large
in and by itself. Why is it so hard to commu-
nicate to those who are extreme (including
John McCain) in their environmentalist/
preservationist theologies that oil compa-
nies can explore and develop resources with
such a small footprint that the ecological
impacts are essentially negligible?

At the same time that I hear many in Con-
gress calling for the rights to explore in ad-
ditional areas, I really have not heard any-
thing addressing the need to increase our re-
finery capacity or to deal with the myriad of
gasoline blends that are required by EPA
that reduce efficiencies in refining, nor does
there seem to be anything coming to rural
America to help with public transportation
initiatives.

The Federal Government’s overzealous ef-
fort to promote biofuels at the expense of
food production seems to have been a huge
mistake. Why was a similar effort of support
not provided for oil shale or coal gasification
etc.? With new EPA regulations governing
carbon output it seems that we have added
s0 much uncertainty into the business side
of developing alternative resources that the
risks may outweigh the potential successes.

Also, information I have received from the
American Geologic Institute indicates that
if the value of the dollar had kept pace with
the Euro and other world currencies, oil
prices would be in the $60 to $70 dollar range
instead of the >$130 level. It seems clear that
we must find a way to stop the declining
value of the American dollar!

You have an incredibly difficult job ahead
of you as you try to find a path that will lead
to lower energy costs and improved eco-
nomic prosperity for all of the citizens of our
country. Our prayers are with you.

MARK D. LOVELL, Rexburg.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

SIOUX FALLS COUGARS

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I wish to
recognize the University of Sioux Falls
Cougars men’s football team for win-
ning the 2008 National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics, NAIA, Na-
tional Championship and for finishing
at the top of the NAIA Coaches’ Top 25
Postseason Poll. This was USFs third
consecutive trip to the National Cham-
pionship and second championship vic-
tory in that time.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The University of Sioux Falls men’s
football team has a long history of suc-
cess, including 3 National Champion-
ships from 1996 to 2008 and 16 Great
Plains Athletic Conference titles. This
season proved to be yet another out-
standing performance by the Cougars,
as they finished with a perfect record
of 14 to 0 and defeated Carroll College,
23 to 7, in the NAIA National Cham-
pionship game. Their excellent per-
formance throughout the season was
awarded by receiving all 18 possible
first place votes in the NAIA Coaches’
Top 25 Postseason Poll.

The 2008 Cougars were led to the
championship thanks to the combina-
tion of a powerful offense and a domi-
nating defense. The Cougars averaged
nearly 37 points per game while giving
up only 6. The defense ranked first in
the Nation in numerous statistical cat-
egories, including scoring defense and
total defense. The team effort dis-
played each week by this group of men
is a tribute to the countless hours of
training and preparation that preceded
this great accomplishment.

Certainly this season would not have
been possible without the coaches and
players themselves. The coaching staff,
in alphabetical order, is as follows:
Ross Cimpl, Al Christensen, Kalen
DeBoer, Jeff Fitzgerald, Ryan Grubb,
Al Hansen, Eric Inama, Dan Moe, and
Kurtiss Riggs.

The team, in alphabetical order, is as
follows: Blake Andersen, Brandon An-
dersen, Alex Anderson, Drew Anderson,
Eric Anderson, Anthony Baldassari,
Jeremy Barnes, Bret Beachner, Travis
Beaver, Nick Benedetto, Tony
Benedetto, Dustin Bergmeier, Quintin
Biermann, Brandon Boe, Lorenzo
Brown, Tyson Brown, Doug Carlson,
Jordan Carlson, Cody Cavender, Erik
Cimpl, Jacob Crowl, Kyle Cummings,
Drew DeGroot, Josh Dorr, Dane Dris-
coll, Trevor Engelson, Nathan Everett,
Eric Fjeldheim, Shawn Flanagan,
Dylan Fritz, Stanley Green, Jake
Hahne, Adam Halseth, Mike Hartley,
Brad Hartzler, Michael Hill, Trevor
Holleman, Lavell Jackson, Eric James,
Maxon Keating, Taylor Klein, Brandon
Koolstra, Kyle Lancaster, Jade Larson,
Scott LeBrun, Landon Leveranz, Matt
Lindgren, Marlon Lobban, Adam Lopez,
Ryan Lowmiller, Mitch Lupkes, Brad
Maag, Justin Meidinger, Joe Moen,
Tyler Mousel, Tyler Newman, Eric
Page, Mike Patterson, Tony Pedri,
Casey Peters, Kristian Porter, Nick
Ramstad, Jim Rawhouser, Jared Red-
ding, T.J. Ross, Jon Ryan, Spencer
Sailors, Sean Santiago, Mark Sayler,
Mark  Schaffer, Dan Schmeichel,
Shawn Schnabel, Andrew Schoenfelder,

Ryan Schuler, Ismael Small, Eric
Smith, Kyle Staudt, Dominic
Studzinski, Rene Velasquez, Jared

Vlotho, Tim Voegeli, Demetrius Wash-
ington, Kyle Wasson, and T.J. Wendt.
While the Cougars’ success was truly
a team effort, I would like to recognize
the team’s head coach Kalen DeBoer
for being honored as the 2008 American
Football Coaches Association NAIA
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Coach of the Year. This is the second
time that he has received this honor
since taking the helm for the Cougars
in 2005. In only 4 years of Cougar lead-
ership, Coach DeBoer has amassed a
daunting record of 52 to 3. He has led
the Cougars to the NAIA Championship
game three times. The Cougars’ contin-
ued success is a testament to Coach
DeBoer’s ability to motivate his play-
ers to perform and succeed at a high
level of competition.

The coaching staff and student-ath-
letes of the University of Sioux Falls
men’s football team should be very
proud of all of their accomplishments
this season. On behalf of the Sioux
Falls community and the State of
South Dakota, I am pleased to say con-
gratulations to the Cougars on another
remarkable season. You have made us
all very proud.e

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Mr. KOHL):

S. 364. A bill to provide for the review of
agricultural mergers and acquisitions by the
Department of Justice, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. NELSON of Florida:

S. 365. A bill to establish in the Depart-
ment of Justice the Nationwide Mortgage
Fraud Task Force to address mortgage fraud
in the United States, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. KERRY:

S. 366. A bill to amend the Social Security
Act to eliminate the 5-month waiting period
for Social Security disability and the 24-
month waiting period for Medicare benefits
in the cases of individuals with disabling
burn injuries; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. LEVIN:

S. 367. A bill for the relief of Perlat Binaj,
Almida Binaj, Erina Binaj, and Anxhela
Binaj; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SCHUMER:

S. 368. A bill for the relief of Alemseghed
Mussie Tesfamical; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. KOHL (for himself, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. DURBIN, and
Mr. BROWN):

S. 369. A bill to prohibit brand name drug
companies from compensating generic drug
companies to delay the entry of a generic
drug into the market; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr.
DEMINT, Mr. THUNE, Mr. ROBERTS,
and Mr. COBURN):

S. 370. A bill to prohibit the use of funds to
transfer detainees of the United States at
Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to
any facility in the United States or to con-
struct any facility for such detainees in the
United States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr.
VITTER):

S. 371. A bill to amend chapter 44 of title
18, United States Code, to allow citizens who
have concealed carry permits from the State
in which they reside to carry concealed fire-
arms in another State that grants concealed
carry permits, if the individual complies
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