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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator from Georgia is recognized.
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COBURN AMENDMENTS

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Madam President,
I rise to speak in support of the three
amendments filed by Senator COBURN
that we are going to be voting on
shortly to the omnibus lands package.
With this country in the dire economic straits we are in, with the housing market crumbling, and with all of
the major issues we have on our plate,
I am not sure I understand why we are
here dealing with a lands package
today but, more importantly, why we
are dealing with this lands package.
This omnibus lands package is truly
antistimulus because it will erect new
barriers to energy exploration and
squander billions of taxpayer dollars on
low-priority, parochial programs and
frivolous earmarks.
The bill is another direct challenge
from Congress to President Obama’s
pledge to clean up the earmark process.
Last week, the President pledged to
eliminate earmarks that didn’t serve a
legitimate purpose. He also said that
each earmark must be scrutinized at
public hearings. None of the individual
earmarks in this bill were subject to
public hearings, nor would many Americans describe earmarks such as a $3.5
million birthday bash for St. Augustine, FL, a legitimate public purpose.
The omnibus lands bill should be subject to a full and open amendment
process. For months, the leader on the
other side has argued that the bill is
‘‘noncontroversial’’ and should pass by
a voice vote, with no amendments and
no recorded rollcall votes. Yet, last
week, 144 Members of the House of Representatives voted against the bill because it does need major revision. More
than 100 organizations, ranging from
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce to the
National Wildlife Refuge Association,
have expressed their opposition to this
package.
The bill blocks the development of
both renewable and oil and gas energy
resources—one of the critical issues we
are still facing in this country even
with the price of a barrel of oil down
and the price of a cubic foot of natural
gas down. But they are not going to
stay down. One bill in the package
locks up at least 8.8 trillion cubic feet
of natural gas and more than 300 million barrels of oil in a single field,
which is equal to nearly twice as much
natural gas as all Americans use in a
year. All of that will be off limits at a
time when we are seeking to take advantage of our natural resources in
this country. The bill includes 92 National Wild and Scenic Rivers designations, covering over 1,100 miles that
will prohibit any pipeline or transmission crossing. In 19 cases, the bill
permanently withdraws Federal lands
from future mineral and geothermal
leasing.
Since the Senate last considered the
lands bill, Secretary Salazar has withdrawn major energy leases in both
Utah and Wyoming that were the sub-
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ject of a coordinated lawsuit brought
by extreme anti-energy groups.
The three amendments we are going
to be voting on do three basic things to
try to improve this package. First,
amendment No. 679 strikes provisions
that restrict the development of renewable energy on public lands, including
but not limited to geothermal, wind,
solar, biomass, and related transmission infrastructure. Amendment
No. 680 bars new construction until all
current sites are certified by the Secretary as fully operational, ensuring
full access by the public and posing no
health or safety threat. The National
Park Service is currently facing a $10
billion maintenance backlog. Yet we
are going to be adding to their inventory. The third amendment prohibits
the use of eminent domain for any provision authorized in the bill.
These
are
basic,
commonsense
amendments that ought to be supported by everybody here. If we are
going to have this lands package debated and voted on—and, again, I am
not clear as to exactly why we are
dealing with this in the middle of our
other crises—certainly we ought to
make commonsense amendments applicable to basic provisions in this huge
package that is going to be the most
major acquisition of lands by the Federal Government, which is already the
largest landowner in our country over
the last two decades.
With that, I urge adoption of the
Coburn amendments on which we are
getting ready to vote.
I yield the floor and suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.
The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.
Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CARDIN). Without objection, it is so ordered.
f

EXECUTIVE SESSION
NOMINATION OF RON KIRK TO BE
UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE—Continued
Mr. CARDIN. Under the previous
order, the question is, Will the Senate
advise and consent to the nomination
of Ronald Kirk, of Texas, to be the
United States Trade Representative?
Mr. BINGAMAN. I ask for the yeas
and nays.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?
There appears to be a sufficient second.
The clerk will call the roll.
The bill clerk called the roll.
Mr. REID. I announce that the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) and the
Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) are necessarily absent.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber desiring to vote?
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The result was announced—yeas 92,
nays 5, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 100 Ex.]
YEAS—92
Akaka
Alexander
Barrasso
Baucus
Bayh
Begich
Bennet
Bennett
Bingaman
Boxer
Brown
Brownback
Burr
Burris
Cantwell
Cardin
Carper
Casey
Chambliss
Coburn
Cochran
Collins
Conrad
Corker
Cornyn
Crapo
DeMint
Dodd
Dorgan
Ensign
Enzi

Feingold
Feinstein
Gillibrand
Graham
Grassley
Gregg
Hagan
Harkin
Hatch
Hutchison
Inhofe
Inouye
Johanns
Johnson
Kaufman
Kerry
Klobuchar
Kohl
Kyl
Landrieu
Lautenberg
Leahy
Levin
Lieberman
Lincoln
Lugar
Martinez
McCain
McCaskill
McConnell
Menendez

Bond
Bunning

Byrd
Isakson

Merkley
Mikulski
Murkowski
Murray
Nelson (FL)
Nelson (NE)
Pryor
Reed
Reid
Risch
Roberts
Rockefeller
Schumer
Sessions
Shaheen
Shelby
Snowe
Specter
Stabenow
Tester
Thune
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Vitter
Voinovich
Warner
Webb
Whitehouse
Wicker
Wyden

NAYS—5
Sanders

NOT VOTING—2
Durbin

Kennedy

The nomination was confirmed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to reconsider is considered made and laid
upon the table.
The President will be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action.
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on vote
No. 100, I was unavoidably detained.
Had I been present for the vote, I would
have voted to confirm the nomination
of Ronald Kirk to be U.S. trade representative.
f

LEGISLATIVE SESSION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will resume legislative session.
f

REVOLUTIONARY WAR AND WAR
OF 1812 BATTLEFIELD PROTECTION ACT—Continued
AMENDMENT NO. 680

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be 4
minutes of debate equally divided prior
to a vote in relation to amendment No.
680 offered by the Senator from Oklahoma, Mr. COBURN.
Who yields time?
Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, the
amendment we are going to be voting
on next is amendment No. 680. If my
colleagues have not read the GAO report on the Department of Interior released this month, they should as they
consider this.
The national parks have—according
to the national parks—a $9 billion
backlog. According to the GAO, it is
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