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process. They need a streamlined proc-
ess so they can experience their health
care in a more effective manner.

———
O 1530

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

VETERANS’® HEALTH CARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
I oppose a policy proposal by the
Obama administration that would
break with our country’s obligation to
its veterans. As we know, our veterans
have sacrificed to protect our way of
life and deserve the promises that we
made to them being kept.

Yesterday, I joined my fellow Repub-
lican members of the House Committee
on Veterans Affairs and House Repub-
lican leaders in sending communica-
tions to President Obama in strong op-
position to an ill-conceived plan. The
administration’s plan would bill vet-
erans’ private insurance for care re-
lated to service-connected injuries. It
would permit the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, the VA, to ignore its core
responsibility ‘‘to care for him who
shall have borne the battle, and for his
widow and his orphan.” Our country
has a binding obligation to provide this
care, particularly to those who have
become disabled as a result of their
service.

It is wrong to shift this responsi-
bility to private insurers—which actu-
ally the veterans will pay for in pre-
miums—and to our disabled veterans
themselves. Additionally, billing vet-
erans’ private insurance could result in
higher premiums for the veterans to
cover the cost of treating the service-
connected injuries. Some disabled vet-
erans may expend their insurance bene-
fits on treatment of service-connected
conditions, leaving no benefits for their
family. This policy may also discour-
age employers from hiring disabled
veterans.

I encourage, in the strongest possible
terms, the administration to shelve
this proposal permanently. While we
must look for ways to save taxpayer
dollars and tackle our runaway budget
deficit, we should not ask those who
have already sacrificed so much to pay
the bill.

We must never forget that our coun-
try has a responsibility to its veterans.
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Congress should honor this obligation
by providing the funding necessary for
the VA to maintain health care serv-
ices to our men and women who have
served us in uniform.

———

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE PERMANENT SELECT COM-
MITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE, 111TH
CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. REYES) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
clause 2(a)(1) of House Rule XI, | hereby sub-
mit the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence for the 111th
Congress, as adopted by the Committee on
February 12, 2009.

RULES OF PROCEDURE, FOR THE PERMANENT
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE,
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES, 111TH CONGRESS

1. MEETING DAY

Regular Meeting Day for the Full Com-
mittee. The regular meeting day of the Com-
mittee for the transaction of Committee
business shall be the first Wednesday of each
month, unless otherwise directed by the
Chair.

2. NOTICE FOR MEETINGS

(a) Generally. In the case of any meeting of
the Committee, the Chief Clerk of the Com-
mittee shall provide reasonable notice to
every member of the Committee. Such no-
tice shall provide the time and place of the
meeting.

(b) Definition. For purposes of this rule,
“‘reasonable notice’” means:

(1) Written notification;

(2) Delivered by facsimile transmission,
regular mail, or electronic mail that is:

(A) Delivered no less than 24 hours prior to
the event for which notice is being given, if
the event is to be held in Washington, D.C.;
or

(B) Delivered no less than 48 hours prior to
the event for which notice is being given, if
the event is to be held outside Washington,
D.C.

(c) Exception. In extraordinary cir-
cumstances only, the Chair may, after con-
sulting with the Ranking Minority Member,
call a meeting of the Committee without
providing notice, as defined in subparagraph
(b), to members of the Committee.

3. PREPARATIONS FOR COMMITTEE MEETINGS

(a) Generally. Designated Committee Staff,
as directed by the Chair, shall brief members
of the Committee at a time sufficiently prior
to any Committee meeting in order to:

(1) Assist Committee members in prepara-
tion for such meeting; and

(2) Determine which matters members wish
considered during any meeting.

(b) Briefing Materials.

(1) Such a briefing shall, at the request of
a member, include a list of all pertinent pa-
pers, and such other materials, that have
been obtained by the Committee that bear
on matters to be considered at the meeting;
and

(2) The Staff Director shall also rec-
ommend to the Chair any testimony, papers,
or other materials to be presented to the
Committee at the meeting of the Committee.

4. OPEN MEETINGS

(a) Generally. Pursuant to House Rule XI,
but subject to the limitations of subsections
(b) and (c¢), Committee meetings held for the
transaction of business and Committee hear-
ings shall be open to the public.
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(b) Meetings. Any meeting or portion
thereof, for the transaction of business, in-
cluding the markup of legislation, or any
hearing or portion thereof, shall be closed to
the public, if the Committee determines by
record vote in open session, with a majority
of the Committee present, that disclosure of
the matters to be discussed may:

(1) Endanger national security;

(2) Compromise sensitive law enforcement
information;

(3) Tend to defame, degrade, or incriminate
any person; or

(4) Otherwise violate any law or Rule of
the House.

(c) Hearings. The Committee may vote to
close a Committee hearing pursuant to
clause 11(d)(2) of House Rule X, regardless of
whether a majority is present, so long as at
least two members of the Committee are
present, one of whom is a member of the Mi-
nority and votes upon the motion.

(d) Briefings. Committee briefings shall be
closed to the public.

5. QUORUM

(a) Hearings. For purposes of taking testi-
mony, or receiving evidence, a quorum shall
consist of two Committee members, at least
one of whom is a member of the Majority.

(b) Other Committee Proceedings. For pur-
poses of the transaction of all other Com-
mittee business, other than the consider-
ation of a motion to close a hearing as de-
scribed in rule 4(c), a quorum shall consist of
a majority of members.

6. PROCEDURES FOR AMENDMENTS AND VOTES

(a) Amendments. When a bill or resolution
is being considered by the Committee, mem-
bers shall provide the Chief Clerk in a timely
manner with a sufficient number of written
copies of any amendment offered, so as to en-
able each member present to receive a copy
thereof prior to taking action. A point of
order may be made against any amendment
not reduced to writing. A copy of each such
amendment shall be maintained in the pub-
lic records of the Committee.

(b) Reporting Record Votes. Whenever the
Committee reports any measure or matter
by record vote, the report of the Committee
upon such measure or matter shall include a
tabulation of the votes cast in favor of, and
the votes cast in opposition to, such measure
or matter.

(c) Postponement of Further Proceedings.
In accordance with clause 2(h) of House Rule
XI, the Chair is authorized to postpone fur-
ther proceedings when a record vote is or-
dered on the question of approving a measure
or matter or adopting an amendment. The
Chair may resume proceedings on a post-
poned request at any time after reasonable
notice. When proceedings resume on a post-
poned question, notwithstanding any inter-
vening order for the previous question, an
underlying proposition shall remain subject
to further debate or amendment to the same
extent as when the question was postponed.

(d) Availability of Record Votes on Com-
mittee Website. In addition to any other re-
quirement of the Rules of the House, the
Chair shall make the record votes on any
measure or matter on which a record vote is
taken, other than a motion to close a Com-
mittee hearing, briefing, or meeting, avail-
able on the Committee’s website not later
than 2 business days after such vote is taken.
Such record shall include an unclassified de-
scription of the amendment, motion, order,
or other proposition, the name of each mem-
ber voting in favor of, and each member vot-
ing in opposition to, such amendment, mo-
tion, order, or proposition, and the names of
those members of the Committee present but
not voting.

7. SUBCOMMITTEES

(a) Generally.
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