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groceries once a week, and go to our doc-
tors—all things to keep us spiritually and
physically healthy. Now, with exploding gas
prices, caused we feel mainly by the govern-
ment’s lack of action in the past and
present, we are having to curtail. Let us see,
now we can cut back on church to our spir-
itual detriment, and we can shop for gro-
ceries every other week and extend doctor’s
appointments to our physical detriment.
What will we do in three months, six
months, and beyond as gas prices continue to
explode, driving up the cost of everything,
while the government continues to talk with
no action?

Okay, what should be done about the oil
crisis? Release U.S. oil reserves immediately
to both give relief and to sting those in the
futures market that are reaping huge profits.
With due consideration for the environment,
lift the restrictions on drilling off our coasts
and drilling in Alaska and other states.
Start processing oil shale. As reparations,
take half the oil produced in Iraq or at least
get a price break on Iraqgi oil. Open up the
nuclear power industry. Put some sanity be-
hind the development of alternate fuels. Give
more than lip service to hybrid and elec-
trical cars. Convince us that government
cares about us once again.

JON, Boise.

We are a retired couple living on less than
we use to make. Not only is gas costing us
more than we can afford but now we are told
that propane will not go down in price as it
usually does in the summer. We only have
propane for heating and, as you know, it gets
cold in Eastern Idaho. To fill our tank, it
takes more than $1000 for 500 gallons. Our car
takes $50 each time we fill it with gasoline.
We have a car that gets about 30 miles to the
gallon. The price of bread milk and groceries
are also getting higher.

I know you support the drill here, drill
now, spend less and I thank you for that. But
unless something is done to help the Ameri-
cans, someone will have Kkilled their golden
goose—the American consumer in the lower
and middle class. We are definitely driving
less and conserving where we can but I hear
how the liberals want to do away with the
tax cuts instead of making them permanent.
I am a conservative and I have had enough

DARREL.

First of all I want to thank you for making
this forum available. I have lots to say but
will try to be brief; you and your staff are
busy. I am a flight attendant for Delta Air
Lines based in NYC. I live in Horseshoe Bend
area and fly to JFK to cross the pond to Eu-
rope, working the JFK-Europe flight. Last
summer I was able to commute to JFK on
the same day I reported to work. Delta is
cutting back on flights out of Boise and,
since I am an employee, I get on last. This
summer it will be harder and harder for me
to get to work because Delta is using a lot of
regional jets with only 50 and 70 seats to save
fuel/Delta flights have 144 seats. Delta is cut-
ting SkyWest (carrier operating the regional
jets) flights 15% nationwide. Like most peo-
ple, I do not get paid until I get to work. I
am giving up more of my days off to com-
mute to my job in New York. I certainly
hope we can resolve this crisis. I am hoping
not only for USA sources for energy but
hopeful research and development will be
more successful in finding better sources
than corn, a low cost food sorely needed in
less prosperous countries. Thanks to you and
your staff for a great job!

CHERI, Horseshoe Bend.

I would just like to state that as a result
of the higher gas prices, I had to withdraw
from the university I was attending, as I
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commuted half an hour 3 times a week for
class. I am no longer enrolled in that college
because I could not make the drive. I am a
young college student, married and my hus-
band and I just bought our first home. I had
to quit attending school because we simply
could not afford to put the gas in even my
fuel-efficient Toyota Corolla.
TIFFANY, Idaho Falls.

You inquired as to the effect oil prices are
having on residents of Idaho. The ones on
fixed incomes are having their savings and
way of live vanishing. I recently received an
e-mail suggesting that our food supply
should be geared to a barrel of oil and the
profits returned to the American people and
farmers. It mentioned that gasoline is eight
cents a gallon in Saudi Arabia?

FRANK, Caldwell.

High fuel and food costs are hurting both
young and old. While gas prices in Idaho are
at or above the national average, our hourly
wage remains low. Idahoans can no longer af-
ford to travel more than a few miles to work
as the daily cost of gasoline to commute
from any rural area to the city (e.g. Nampa/
Caldwell to Boise) makes the trip prohibi-
tive. Consequently, I would like to make the
following recommendations:

1. Immediately end the corn ethanol fed-
eral subsidy program that has increased the
cost of our food. There is absolutely no merit
to this program. It benefits farmers, but the
majority of Idaho’s citizens and businesses
are not farm-related!

2. Prohibit refineries from exporting diesel
fuel out of U.S. as they are doing now be-
cause they can make more money exporting
it! Refineries are shifting production from
gasoline to diesel fuel, but not for the benefit
of the people of the United States.

RALPH, Eagle.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO JENNIFER
ROTHSCHILD

e Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I wish
today to honor Jennifer Rothschild, a
fellow Missourian, who recently re-
ceived the Foundation Fighting Blind-
ness’ Hope and Spirit Award. This
award recognizes the people who in-
spire all of us because of their ability
to see literally beyond their vision
loss. The award honors the uniquely
human qualities that advance the mis-
sion of the foundation, and ultimately,
the betterment of society.

Jennifer Rothschild is a remarkable
individual who inspires people to rise
above their challenges, aspire for the
extraordinary, and live life to the full-
est just as she has done.

Jennifer lost her slight after being
diagnosed with a rare, degenerative eye
disease. Retinal degenerative diseases
affect more than 10 million people in
the United States alone, and millions
more worldwide. This loss of vision was
more than a turning point for Jennifer
who had dreams of becoming a com-
mercial artist and cartoonist. However,
she soared above that challenge and
found a new path.

Jennifer is now a mother, author,
speaker, pianist and role model for all
those who face challenges. She carries
her story and message of encourage-
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ment across the country. In a ‘“‘Good
Morning America’ interview for her
latest of six books, Jennifer said “‘If I
chose to let blindness be my enemy I
would be fighting it my whole life.
Maybe this was God’s way of giving me
a really great gift in a really difficult
package.” It is that optimism and her
amazing talent that inspired me the
evening she received her Hope and
Spirit Award.

I congratulate Jennifer on this latest
achievement and look forward to her
great work in the future.e

——
REMEMBERING MARY ELLEN
ROZZELL
e Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President,

today I honor Mary Ellen Rozzell,
former President of the National Asso-
ciation of Professional Surplus Lines
Offices, NAPSLO, who passed away un-
expectedly on March 3, 2009, while at-
tending a NAPSLO conference in Palm
Springs, CA.

Mary Ellen was a respected, beloved
leader. The president of Continental/
Marmorstein & Malone Insurance
Agency in Paramus, NJ, she began
working in the insurance business with
the Marmorstein Agency some 40 years
ago. Mary Ellen served as president of
New Jersey Surplus Lines Association,
NJSLA, from 1989-1990, and was named
as NJSLA honoree of the year in 1992
due to her outstanding contribution to
the New Jersey Surplus Lines Industry.
She also served on the New Jersey In-
surance Commissioner’s Producer Ad-
visory Council, and with the Juvenile
Diabetes Foundation.

Her warmth, openness, honesty, and
good nature made everyone who met
her feel immediately comfortable.
These qualities served her very well in
life, with family and friends, and in her
remarkable career where she rose
through the ranks with hard work and
honesty. She was always prepared for
the trials of life and business and the
often difficult decisions required by
both. She embraced responsibility, ex-
pected accountability and never failed
those who depended on her. All who
knew her benefited by her example.

Her family has established the Mary
Ellen Rozzell Foundation for AVM Re-
search so that friends and colleagues
might contribute to arteriovenous mal-
formation research in Mary Ellen’s
name.

I extend my sympathy to her family

and those close to her. She will be
missed greatly by everyone she
touched.e®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

——————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
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