March 24, 2009

Patients are denied physician-pre-
scribed treatment, doctors are denied
reimbursement for necessary care, and
increasingly restrictive networks of
coverage mean restrictive choice for
patients.

A survey of the leading proposals for
reform shows that no one is talking
about limiting patient choice. In fact,
a publicly sponsored plan, with a po-
tential network of millions of Ameri-
cans, would likely have one of the most
robust networks of providers in the
system, since doctors and hospitals
would want and need to have access to
this large pool of patients.

A public plan itself increases patient
choice by allowing families to decide
whether they want to continue with
their private insurance plan or move to
a publicly sponsored plan that might
provide better coverage due to lower
administrative and profit costs.

Health care reform limiting patient
choice? It’s just another myth about
our health care system.

——

STOP JOB-KILLING TAX
INCREASES

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, we will
not recover from this recession unless
small business leads the way by grow-
ing jobs. A small business owner from
my district, Paul Robinson of Sterling
Critical Products in Bloomington, was
just in Washington last week. The mes-
sage he has for Congress is that we
need to provide incentives and access
to capital for small business—and we
need to make sure that no job-killing
tax increases are added to their burden.

The $1.4 trillion tax increase that is
on the table in the current budget pro-
posal would drive a stake into the
heart of our Nation’s job creators. The
proposal to raise taxes on asset cre-
ation by 33 percent would dry up badly
needed capital and keep them from cre-
ating jobs.

My constituents are living within
their means and they’re cutting ex-
penses. They expect Washington to do
the same. But this budget spends too
much, it taxes to much, and it borrows
too much.

In these difficult times, we demand
solutions that put people back to work.
Let’s reject these job-killing tax in-
creases and start growing jobs now by
supporting small business owners like
Paul.

——————

UNINSURED WEEK

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to call upon the Congress to reform our
health care system. It’s important.
Forty-six million Americans currently
have no health care insurance, yet
health care costs have risen dramati-
cally in years.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Insurance premiums in California
have risen at a rate more than twice
the rate of inflation, eating up a larger
and larger percentage of household in-
comes. With the recent economic
downturn, far too many families are
losing their employer-based coverage
and unable to afford the cost of health
care on their own.

Like it or not, we taxpayers are pay-
ing for the health care in some of the
most expensive ways possible, through
the emergency room, for those who are
uninsured. Last year, hospitals in my
district provided nearly $200 million in
uncompensated care. Clinics in our
Central Valley alone have provided
care for over 600,000 who have little in-
surance or none at all.

This system cannot and should not
continue. The bottom line is we are
paying for the uninsured today—the 46
million Americans who do not have in-
surance. We ought to do it in a better
way.

Our citizens’ health and our Nation’s
fiscal health depend on meaningful re-
form. Let’s begin that effort.

———
DIALOGUE WITH THE PRESIDENT

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Yesterday, Father Jenkins, the
President of my alma mater, Notre
Dame, explained his decision to give
President Obama an honorary degree,
in spite of his opposition to the culture
of life expressed by that university and
the Catholic Church. He explained it as
an invitation to dialogue with the
President. Let us hope so.

Let us hope there is a dialogue on the
President’s support for partial-birth
abortion; on his opposition to the born-
alive baby legislation; on his reversal
of the Mexico City policy; on his sup-
port of Federal funding for embryonic
stem cells where, denouncing it, he
gave the back of the hand to Catholic
moral teaching; and, in vitiating the
Federal regulations guaranteeing the
conscience clause, which is aimed at
Catholic hospitals, doctors, and nurses.

Will this be an invitation to dia-
logue? Will the commencement address
be an opportunity for the President to
question his prior decisions? God only
knows.

———

COVER THE UNINSURED WEEK
WITH A CALL FOR COMPREHEN-
SIVE HEALTH CARE REFORM

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, this is
Cover the Uninsured Week, March 22—
29, and I call for enactment of com-
prehensive health care reform this
year.

Reforming the Nation’s health care
to lower costs, improve quality, in-
crease coverage, and preserve choice is
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a top priority for Congress and the
President. Our Nation’s health care
system, which costs more every year
and leaves more than 45 million citi-
zens uninsured, and millions more
underinsured, is in bad need of reform.
We simply can’t afford to wait any
longer to make the changes necessary
to ensure greater access to quality
health care.

The problem of the uninsured and its
impact on the entire health care sys-
tem continues to grow. The Federal
Government estimates that over 45
million individuals lacked health in-
surance coverage of any Kkind during
the last year, 2008. Approximately $56
billion is in uncompensated care.

We need to change that.

———

PROTECT PROSPERITY

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. My constituents
are tired of Congress spending money
they haven’t made yet for programs
they don’t want. According to the CBO,
total spending in 2009 is going to be
over $4 trillion. The price tag on the
President’s budget is over $3.6 trillion.

Our country can’t afford this budget
because it spends too much, it taxes
too much, and it borrows too much
money on our future.

The CBO predicts that this budget
will push our deficit to 9.6 percent of
GDP in 2010. That’s historical. CBO
predicts that this country will run his-
torically high deficits for the next dec-
ade. The global demand for American
debt will only continue if our economic
policies are sound.

Although we don’t know the limits of
the debt market, this budget is going
to push us into unchartered territory.
As lawmakers, it is our duty to pre-
serve and protect prosperity. If we pass
this budget, we will be abusing the eco-
nomic opportunity for our children and
our grandchildren. What kind of pro-
tection is that?

——————

BREAST CANCER PATIENT
PROTECT ACT OF 2009

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. An estimated 184,000
cases of invasive breast cancer were di-
agnosed last year. I rise today in sup-
port of every breast cancer patient who
has ever undergone a mastectomy and
then been told by her insurance com-
pany that she has to leave the hospital
in 24 hours or less before she has had
time to recover.

I'm reintroducing the Breast Cancer
Patient Protection Act today. It’s a bi-
partisan bill that overwhelmingly
passed this House last year by a vote of
421-2. Simply, it ensures that after
breast cancer surgery, a woman will
have 48 hours to recuperate in the hos-
pital, no matter which State she lives
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