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We keep our waste to a minimum; (garbage 

truck idle time while emptying barrels con-
sumes fuel too!). 

We are polite to other motorists to reduce 
their wait/idle time. 

We turn off lights/appliances/etc. when not 
in use. 

Reduced other expenditures to allocate 
more to energy where necessary. 

I do not have time to continue; you get the 
idea. We did not get into this mess in the 
short term; we will not get out of it in the 
short term. Quit trying to politicize this; 
come up with an achievable long-term plan 
and be honest about the realities we face to 
the American people. But get a plan and do 
it soon. 

JOHN, Boise. 

My wife and I both have most of our ex-
tended family living in Utah. Usually we 
visit two times per year. This year we will 
not be going at all. Not only are plane flights 
becoming unaffordable, but the cost it would 
normally take to go down and back 10–12 
hours is becoming unaffordable. We had 
planned on going to Seattle this summer to 
see the sights because we have never been 
there, but that too has been cancelled. Be-
cause gas prices are up, so are hotels, eating 
out and everything we purchase at the store. 

What we used to get grocery shopping for 
$200 now takes at least $240–260. That adds 
up. We used to go out to eat more frequently, 
but are doing so less and less because we 
have to spend and have more to spend on gas 
to fill up. I used to let my vehicles occasion-
ally get below a half tank, but now, I cannot 
afford to ever let them get below a half a 
tank before filling up. 

My brother recently filled up his diesel 
truck which is only 3 years old. It cost him 
$170 to fill it up. How ridiculous is that? In 
a nutshell, because it costs more at the 
pump, I travel less, eat out less, spend less 
on groceries, which if you times that with all 
the other just 50,000 other people living in 
my community greatly affects our economy. 
The owner of our Ford dealership in town re-
cently confided that he has not sold a truck 
in almost a month. He is just one dealer, but 
imagine all the other dealers nationwide who 
are feeling the impact of high gas prices. It 
is hurting every aspect of our economy. 

What we as commonplace Americans get 
tired of is our government leaders fighting 
amongst themselves so much and so often 
that they cannot agree on a policy to help us 
with this crisis. [Too many wealthy people 
don’t have any idea of what middle class 
Americans face,] so the price of a gallon of 
gas does not really get taken into consider-
ation because he or she does not usually fill 
up their own cars; they are chauffeured ev-
erywhere. Some of them have always been 
chauffeured everywhere and are still igno-
rant of what we as middleclass Americans 
are suffering. They live in houses and drive 
cars 99% of us will never be able to afford. 
But, the 99% of us who struggle are getting 
tired of politicians not legislating policy to 
build new refineries or freeing up some of our 
reserves so gas prices can come down. We 
know inflation exists, but this is insane! 

Nine out of the ten solutions that I hear 
being discussed recently on the news will 
have no impact on the price at the pump I 
am paying for at least five to ten years. Not 
to burst your bubble, but we commonplace 
Americans [want leaders who will do some-
thing now, not five or ten years from now]. 
If a gallon of oil costs 5 cents when it 
pumped out of the ground and between the 
time it leaves Saudi Arabia and gets to the 
US, it escalates to over $3 a gallon, who is 
ripping us off? The distributors are ripping 
us off, and they are the ones who need to be 
penalized immediately. 

If you as our leaders [want] this great na-
tion to come to a grinding halt in travel, [if] 
you want most of the restaurants, and movie 
theaters, and amusement parks, and small 
businesses to keep declining in their profits, 
go ahead and keep doing what you have been 
doing about escalating gas prices, nothing 
But if you still have a heart left in you, you 
will come up with solutions that will impact 
what we pay at the pump—now!, not five, ten 
or twenty years from now when gas will be 
so unaffordable that only the super rich will 
be able to do anything!! 

Please do something now! 
CHRIS, Lewiston. 

Yes, Senator, the increase in fuel prices af-
fects us. We have not been able to take our 
family on a real vacation in years, and we 
certainly will not this year with the out-
rageous cost of gas. 

Having said that, it is just as important to 
me to see the Idaho Delegation do something 
to save our wild salmon runs. I get very frus-
trated that these ‘‘hot’’ issues receive so 
much attention while we throw away billions 
on a barge and dam system that does not 
work. If you and the rest of the Idaho delega-
tion continue to do nothing on this issue, 
your legacy will be the extinction of Colum-
bia/Snake salmon, the runs that once were 
the most abundant in the world. And Idaho 
river towns and fishing outfitters will con-
tinue to languish economically because the 
runs are not healthy. 

TED. 

I am taking a few minutes to respond to a 
request from fellow Idahoans as to fuel costs. 
As you already know, Idaho is not a greatly 
populated state (and that is not a bad 
thing!). But, in my particular job require-
ments, I need to travel throughout all of 
southeastern Idaho to attend to cities that 
are in our service area. I do not have an op-
tion of commuting or staying in the office 
and still be able to provide the customer 
service to our members, as is necessary. It 
had cost me about $40 to fill my car’s tank 
with gas—now it is costing about $52 for that 
same tank, (so the $120 I was spending on 
fuel is now costing me about $208 per month). 
That is almost a 100% increase. 

DONNA, Idaho Falls. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

CONGRATULATING KENTUCKY 
HISTORY AWARD WINNERS 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I 
congratulate the winners of the 2009 
Kentucky History Awards, which was 
held at the Thomas D. Clark Center for 
Kentucky History. These awards are 
sponsored by the Kentucky Historical 
Society and recognize exceptional 
achievements by individuals, business 
and civic leaders, communities, muse-
ums, and history organizations 
throughout the commonwealth in the 
field of history. Several projects and 
individuals that have demonstrated 
tremendous efforts to promote the 
preservation, awareness, and apprecia-
tion of state and local history were 
honored at this ceremony. 

These awards serve as an opportunity 
to recognize the dedication and hard 
work of those who cherish Kentucky 
history. This year the Madison County 
Fiscal Court received the Government 
Award for their Civil War Battlefield 

Preservation and Interpretation. The 
Larue County Herald News received the 
Media Award for the Lincoln Bicenten-
nial. These two organizations have 
done the Commonwealth a great serv-
ice by being advocates for our history. 

Dr. Kenneth Carstens of Calloway 
County was also a recipient of one of 
these prestigious awards. Dr. Carstens 
received the Lifetime Dedication To 
History Award for his service. During 
the time leading up to this award, Dr. 
Carstens received numerous teaching 
recognition awards, chaired many sig-
nificant committees on Murray State 
University’s campus, and conducted re-
search for the college’s contract ar-
chaeology program. He has published 
nine books and is currently working on 
six more. 

Mr. President, I would like to thank 
these people for their contributions to 
the State of Kentucky, and I wish them 
well as they continue to enhance the 
history of our great State.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING JOSEPH 
SONNEMAN 

∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
wish to remember an Alaskan who has 
recently passed away, Joseph 
Sonneman. 

Joe was born in and attended school 
in Chicago, IL, but he spent much of 
his life as an Alaska resident living in 
our great State. Educated in govern-
ment finance and an attorney, Joe 
worked as a budget analyst, photog-
rapher, taxi driver, heavy equipment 
oiler on the Alaska pipeline, postal 
worker, and university instructor. 

Joe had a passion for public service 
and was active in politics his entire 
life. He was active in the Alaska Demo-
cratic Party, served as their treasurer, 
and ran for the Mayor of Juneau and 
participated in several U.S. House and 
U.S. Senate primaries. Having been 
born in Chicago, Joe had the pleasure 
of living to see Barack Obama, a 
Chicagoan, sworn in as President of the 
United States earlier this year. His po-
litical activism extended to my office 
as well, since Joe would periodically 
write to me to convey his views on the 
issues of the day, particularly on vet-
erans’ health care and the military. 

A veteran of the Korean war, Joe 
served as a radar repairman in Korea 
between 1963 and 1966. He lived for sev-
eral years at the Washington State 
Veterans Home near Seattle, WA, 
where he courageously battled ALS, or 
Lou Gherig’s disease. 

I would like to convey my condo-
lences and God’s blessings to his fam-
ily, including his mother Edith and his 
sisters Eve, Toby and Milly. 

Joe, you and your family will be in 
my thoughts and prayers.∑ 

f 

NORTHEAST KINGDOM 
ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, sixty 
years ago today, Senator George 
Aiken, one of the great statesmen in 
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