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The businesses that need these signs 

up in front of them are also the ones 
that are under the scrutiny of the IRS. 
They’re under the scrutiny of the Fed-
eral regulators. There is some informa-
tion that I have accumulated that 
shows that the businesses in this coun-
try are subjected to over 680 Federal 
regulating agencies. Six hundred- 
eighty. And the burden that small busi-
ness has is they don’t have multiple 
floors in their high-rise office buildings 
that are full of lawyers and counselors 
that are in the business of keeping 
these businesses in compliance with all 
the Federal regulations. 

They need to have their property 
rights preserved. They need to have 
low taxation and low regulation. Big 
business will often come to this Con-
gress and advocate for more regula-
tions because they know it puts them 
at a competitive advantage over the 
small businesses that are at a distinct 
disadvantage, Mr. Speaker. 

These businesses need every advan-
tage we can give them because they are 
the incubators for the businesses that 
will grow into the large employers into 
the future. They happen to also be the 
businesses that employ a significant 
majority—70 to 80 percent—of the em-
ployees in this country. 

They can’t make it without signs. 
They can’t make it without being able 
to exercise those property rights. The 
Small Business Administration recog-
nizes that. We recognize that, also, in 
this resolution tonight, as we recognize 
the burden of this economy, the burden 
of this budget, and the extravagant ex-
penses and spending that’s taking place 
that’s rolling out from the top reaches 
of the government in this country. 

Somehow, there has been this tsu-
nami of a current that has swallowed 
us up—a Keynesian current—the idea 
that we can spend and borrow our way 
into prosperity, even though a family 
can’t do that, a small business knows 
they can’t do that, the on-premise sign 
industry knows that you can’t do that. 

You’ve got to have effective utiliza-
tion of the resources in order to find a 
profit so that you can hire people. 
That’s what creates jobs, is profit. Pro-
ductivity marketed well, with good ad-
vertising, creates the profit that’s nec-
essary in order to hire employees and 
it creates the good jobs. 

I want to provide the provision so 
that in this country our small busi-
nesses can succeed with signage, with 
low taxes, low regulation, and not put-
ting the burden off onto future genera-
tions. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I would re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. I would yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

To reiterate these points that I’ve 
made, it may not serve a purpose here, 
but I would take us back to where we 
stand with the Federal spending that 
exists today. 

This Federal spending that doubles 
our deficit in 5 years and triples it in 10 

years, this spending, this profligate 
spending that’s rooted in the Keynes-
ian philosophy—John Maynard 
Keynes—who said, ‘‘I can solve all the 
unemployment in America.’’ This is 
during the economic crisis called the 
Great Depression of the thirties. 

How did he propose to solve all the 
unemployment problem in America? 
He said, If I can just go out to an aban-
doned coal mine and drill a lot of holes 
into the bottom of that abandoned coal 
mine and put U.S. dollars in those 
holes, fill them back up again and fill 
the coal mine full of garbage’’—and 
that was the word he used, was gar-
bage, which I thought was inter-
esting—then he would turn the entre-
preneurs in America loose and they 
could go about digging through that 
garbage and that would put everybody 
to work and it would solve the unem-
ployment. 

This is the mindset that prevails in 
this psychology that comes from those 
who are spending trillions and trillions 
of our grandchildren’s dollars. 

It’s interesting. I don’t know that 
John Maynard Keynes when he talked 
about digging holes and burying money 
and filling the coal mine up with gar-
bage, he didn’t talk about the signage 
necessary to be able to direct the en-
trepreneurs to the landfill or the coal 
mine so they could begin to dig 
through that garbage and come up with 
this money. 

In fact, Keynes said: The more fool-
ish the spending, the better, because at 
least when you spend it in a foolish 
way, it’s not competing directly with 
the private sector that has, by virtue 
of it being able to compete, dem-
onstrated that it is a more prudent ex-
penditure than government can pos-
sibly make. 

So I don’t submit that we bury 
money in the coal mine or fill the coal 
mine up with garbage. I think that the 
EPA would probably raise an objection 
with that, Mr. Speaker. But I do sub-
mit that we get our wits about us, get 
a handle on what we’re doing with our 
expenditures, get control of this prof-
ligate spending that’s taking place and 
take responsibility in our time, in our 
generation, this year, now, here, in the 
House of Representatives, instead of 
delaying it off onto future generations. 

Let’s tighten our belt now like a fam-
ily would tighten their belt now. Let’s 
make sure that the entrepreneurs in 
America have the tools they need to 
help us recover from this downward 
spiral in our economy. 

Let’s keep the taxes low, let’s keep 
our spending low, let’s keep our bor-
rowing low. Let’s keep our regulations 
low and let’s put our signs up high so 
everybody can see where to turn off to 
the small business and do business 
there. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind all Members to 
clear the well while another Member is 
under recognition. 

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms. 
CLARKE) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 298. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SPRATT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and insert material 
relevant to the consideration of H. Con. 
Res. 85, the concurrent resolution on 
the budget for fiscal year 2010. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2010 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 305 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the concurrent resolution, H. 
Con. Res. 85. 

b 2058 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the concurrent resolu-
tion (H. Con. Res. 85) setting forth the 
congressional budget for the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2010 
and including the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2009 and 
2011 through 2014, with Mrs. TAUSCHER 
in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 
concurrent resolution is considered 
read the first time. 

General debate shall not exceed 4 
hours, with 3 hours confined to the con-
gressional budget, equally divided and 
controlled by the Chair and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on 
the Budget, and 1 hour on the subject 
of economic goals and policies, equally 
divided and controlled by the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY) 
and the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
BRADY). 

The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. SPRATT) and the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. RYAN) each will control 
90 minutes of debate on the congres-
sional budget. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Chair, Presi-
dent Bush has left President Obama a 
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