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As administrator for the Virgin Is-
lands Employees Retirement System,
he fought to preserve the integrity of
the system, even so far as going to
court to ensure that the system’s as-
sets were protected and that govern-
ment contributions were submitted on
time. That was quintessential Tappy—
fiercely protecting the people of the
Virgin Islands in any instance where he
felt they or their rights were being
threatened.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, many in
my community have fond memories of
a man who cared for his family, his
people, and his islands. His contribu-
tions to the formative years of the
young democracy that is the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands will be a prominent part of
our history.

I extend my condolences to his wife,
Juel, his sisters, his children and his
grandchildren. I know that his wit and
wisdom will remain an indelible part of
their and our memories in the days to
come, and we thank them all for shar-
ing this lion of a man with us so gener-
ously.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FLAKE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

HONORING JAMES BARTON
“MICKEY” VERNON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SESTAK) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SESTAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
acknowledge the achievements of one
of the finest athletes and men ever to
call the Seventh Congressional District
of Pennsylvania home. James Barton
““Mickey” Vernon, a native of Marcus
Hook, Pennsylvania, passed away on
September 24, 2008, having lived a life
of great success and purpose. Today is
the anniversary of his birthday.

Long before he became an excep-
tional professional baseball player,
Mickey Vernon’s character and work
ethic were shaped by his parents, Clar-
ence and Katherine Morris Vernon, his
sister, Edith, and the good people of
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Marcus Hook, the cornerstone of Penn-
sylvania.

In addition, he benefited from the
dedicated faculty and coaches of
Eddystone High School and Villanova
University. Ranked among the best
players of baseball’s golden era, Mick-
ey was twice the American League’s
batting champ and, over a career that
included time with the Washington
Senators, Cleveland Indians, Boston
Red Sox, Milwaukee Braves and Pitts-
burgh Pirates, he played in 2,409 Major
League games. In each, he played with
skill, determination, and a complete
commitment to his team and team-
mates.

More important than his skills on
the diamond, Mickey Vernon stands
apart for his modesty and unfailing
service to our Nation and to our com-
munity. I am especially proud to call
him  ‘“‘shipmate.”” Mickey Vernon
served in the U.S. Navy during World
War II in the brutally hot and dan-
gerous South Pacific. Following that
conflict, he continued his brilliant ca-
reer, and with his lovely wife, Anne,
raised a lovely daughter, Gay.

In a year when the Seventh Congres-
sional District 1lost both Mickey
Vernon and Harry Kalas, there is a
temptation to feel great pain and sad-
ness, that is understandable; but it is
more in keeping with the lives of both
men that we celebrate their greatness
and decency.

I ask that our Chamber and our Na-
tion pause to honor James Barton
“Mickey” Vernon as a model athlete, a
veteran, husband, father and friend, an
inspiration to us all. He was some man.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
REICHERT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. REICHERT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CARTER) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CARTER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BOCCIERI) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BOCCIERI addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Tennessee (Mr. ROE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ROE of Tennessee addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin addressed
the House. Her remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

RECKLESS OVERSPENDING BY THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. AKIN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. AKIN. Good evening, Mr. Speak-
er. Thank you for recognizing me.

I am interested tonight in talking
about a subject that I think is on the
minds of Americans everywhere and
has gotten people not just on their
minds, but on their hearts as well.
They’re exercised, they’re concerned,
they’re worried. And that is the subject
of taxes, and really reckless over-
spending on the part of the Federal
Government.

We have heard over the past about 6
years or 7 years the high cost of the
war, particularly in Iraq. People say,
hey, we are spending a tremendous
amount of money every day in Iraq,
what are we getting for our money?
This thing is breaking our budget.
We’re spending too much money. This
is terrible. And then what we see here
in the first 5 weeks of the Congress
meeting, we saw them passing what
was supposed to be a stimulus bill—or
I call it a porkulus bill—and that bill,
at $840 billion, was more money than
we spent in 6 and 7 years, respectively,
in the war in Iraq added to the war in
Afghanistan. So we were really burning
some serious money just in the first 5
weeks.

Now, let’s add to that, turn forward a
little bit, and the American public is
becoming exercised about this subject.
And just this last week, on the day
when filing of taxes is due, we saw all
across our country a massive turnout
of people, just average citizens, large-
ly—at least certainly that’s what it
was in the St. Louis area—having these
TEA parties. And they were very upset.
And they carried all kinds of signs to
express their concern about this prob-
lem of reckless overspending on the
part of the Federal Government. Some
of the signs read—and they were fairly
clever—‘‘Give Me Liberty, Not Debt,”
obviously taking off of Patrick Henry.
And it said ‘“No More Pork.” Here’s
one, ‘‘Got Taxes? Got Government? Get
Liberty.”
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Then there was a 6 year-old that car-
ried the sign, “I am 6 years old and I
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