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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from South Carolina has 2 min-
utes remaining.

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

The gentleman from Texas said this
was not the America he grew up in, but
he grew up in Mr. Bush’s America. Dur-
ing the 8 years of the Bush administra-
tion, the President came into office, we
had a debt in this country of a little
over $5 trillion. When he left office, the
debt was a little over $12 trillion, and a
deficit of $1.845 trillion. So a lot of last
year’s deficit becomes this year’s debt.
A lot of that debt was attributable to
what happened in the last administra-
tion, too.

He said it continually, we increase
spending. Once again, in terms of out-
lays, this bill will decrease spending by
$300 billion, from $3.9 trillion—which is
way too much—to $3.6 trillion. That is
a $300 billion reduction.

As for taxes, raising taxes, this bill
cuts taxes by $764 billion over 5 years
and by $1.7 trillion over 10 years. Those
are the facts. It can’t be refuted. And
that is why I think you can fairly and
rightly say this is a deficit reduction
bill which nevertheless accommodates
values that we consider good for the
country.

We will pick up tomorrow, I suppose,
Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2 of House Resolution 371,
further consideration on the conference
report is postponed.

———

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SPRATT. I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert material relevant to
consideration of S. Con. Res. 13.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina?

There was no objection.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
UNITED STATES GROUP OF THE
NATO PARLIAMENTARY ASSEM-
BLY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GRAYSON). Pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 1928a,
and the order of the House of January
6, 2009, the Chair announces the Speak-
er’s appointment of the following Mem-
bers of the House to the United States
Group of the NATO Parliamentary As-
sembly, in addition to Mr. TANNER of

Tennessee, Chairman, appointed on
February 13, 2009:

Mrs. TAUSCHER, California, Vice
Chairman

Mr. Ross, Arkansas

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.

CHANDLER, Kentucky
LARSON, Connecticut
MEEK, Florida
ScoTT, Georgia
BEAN, Illinois
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APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
MEXICO-UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 276h, and the order of
the House of January 6, 2009, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Members of the House
to the Mexico-United States Inter-
parliamentary Group:

Mr. PASTOR, Arizona, Chairman

Ms. GIFFORDS, Arizona, Vice Chair-
man

Ms. LINDA SANCHEZ, California

Mr. FILNER, California

Mr. REYES, Texas

Mr. RODRIGUEZ, Texas

Mr. GENE GREEN, Texas

———————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
BOARD OF VISITORS TO UNITED
STATES MILITARY ACADEMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 10 U.S.C. 4355(a), and the order of
the House of January 6, 2009, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Members of the House
to the Board of Visitors to the United
States Military Academy:

Mr. HINCHEY, New York

Mr. HALL, New York

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CON-
GRESSIONAL HUNGER FELLOWS
PROGRAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 4404(c)(2) of the Congres-
sional Hunger Fellows Act of 2002 (2
U.S.C. 1161), and the order of the House
of January 6, 2009, the Chair announces
the Speaker’s appointment of the fol-
lowing Member to the Board of Trust-
ees of the Congressional Hunger Fel-
lows Program for a term of 4 years:

Mr. JAMES P. MCGOVERN, Worcester,
Massachusetts

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF GAL-
LAUDET UNIVERSITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 20 U.S.C. 4303, and the order of
the House of January 6, 2009, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Member of the House
to the Board of Trustees of Gallaudet
University:

Ms. WOOLSEY, California

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF HARRY
S TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP FOUN-
DATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 20 U.S.C. 2004(b), and the order of
the House of January 6, 2009, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Member of the House
to the Board of Trustees of the Harry S
Truman Scholarship Foundation:

Mr. SKELTON, Missouri
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APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER MEMO-
RIAL COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 16 U.S.C. 431 note, and the order
of the House of January 6, 2009, the
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment of the following Members of
the House to the Dwight D. Eisenhower
Memorial Commission:

Mr. MOORE, Kansas

Mr. BOSWELL, Iowa

———————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO NA-
TIONAL HISTORICAL PUBLICA-
TIONS AND RECORDS COMMIS-
SION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 44 U.S.C. 2501, and the order of
the House of January 6, 2009, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Member of the House
to the National Historical Publications
and Records Commission:

Mr. LARSON, Connecticut

————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
JAPAN-UNITED STATES FRIEND-
SHIP COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2903, and the order of
the House of January 6, 2009, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Member of the House
to the Japan-United States Friendship
Commission:

Mr. MCDERMOTT, Washington

——————

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
ABRAHAM LINCOLN BICENTEN-
NIAL COMMISSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 5(a) of the Abraham Lin-
coln Bicentennial Commission Act (36
U.S.C. 101 note), and the order of the
House of January 6, 2009, the Chair an-
nounces the Speaker’s appointment of
the following Member of the House to
the Abraham Lincoln Bicentennial
Commission:

Mr. JACKSON, Illinois

———
O 1930
JASON’S LAW

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, tragically
on March 5 of 2009, one of Schoharie
County’s citizens from my congres-
sional district, Jason Rivenburg, pulled
his truck into an abandoned gas sta-
tion frequently used by truckers in
South Carolina as a rest stop, and was
then and there violently and sense-
lessly shot and murdered, robbed for a
meager $7. At the time of his death,
Jason was a mere 12 miles from his des-
tination but was unable to make his
delivery because he was too early.

Jason Rivenburg was 35 years old,
leaving behind his wife, Hope, and son,
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Josh. They had just moved into a new
home. As if that stress was not enough,
shortly after his death, Jason’s widow
delivered two healthy twins, a boy
named Hezekiah, after his grandfather,
and a girl named Logan.

Rivenburg’s death sparked outrage
and an outpouring of support for the
family across our country. Truckers
and family members are demanding
that the government do more to pro-
tect truckers who risk their lives fol-
lowing rules that require that they pull
over and rest after a certain amount of
driving time.

There are few resources telling truck
drivers, who are often unfamiliar with
a local area, where a safe place to rest
might be. Moreover, there are few safe
places to rest in the first place.

Mr. Speaker, we must do more to
support these incredibly important
men and women. Moving our freight
and goods is essential to keeping this
country and our economy progressing.
We must ensure that as we demand
mandatory stops and on-time delivery
that we provide adequate support sys-
tems for our Nation’s truck drivers.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues support the life and memory of
a truly hardworking American man
and support Jason’s Law, which I am
sponsoring.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE of Texas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HUNTER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GOODLATTE addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Kansas (Ms. JENKINS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. JENKINS addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CONAWAY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. FLAKE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

HEALTH CARE FOR AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I am glad to be back here on
the House floor this evening to join
you and our colleagues in talking
about an issue that is of rising impor-
tance to millions of Americans, and
that is the issue of guaranteeing a
seamless and affordable and quality
health care system for the American
public.

Mr. Speaker, we are here to talk
about health care for America. It’s a
pretty simple concept, and over a num-
ber of years, the desire and the call
from the American public has become
more and more acute. I'm glad to be
here with my good friend from Wis-
consin, Representative KAGEN, and oth-
ers who may join us here throughout
our hour or a portion thereof to talk
about both the need for reform and
some of the ideas that are floating
around this Chamber to get us there.

I stand here with new evidence from
the American public that they are
more desirous of change than ever, not
a preservation of the status quo, not
incremental reform, not a Band-Aid fix
to the problem, but real reform.

A recent survey of Americans by the
Kaiser Health Foundation showed that
over 60 percent of Americans believe it
is more important now than ever, than
ever, to pass comprehensive health
care reform. Those same individuals re-
ported that they are having more prob-
lems than ever, more problems than
ever, accessing care.

Forty-two percent of Americans in
that recent poll said they relied on
home remedies or over-the-counter
drugs to take care of their illnesses be-
cause they couldn’t afford the prescrip-
tion. Thirty-six percent of people re-
ported that they skipped dental care or
a visit to the dentist because they
couldn’t afford it. Thirty-three percent
of Americans said they put off or post-
poned care that they knew they needed
because they could not afford it. Twen-
ty-nine percent said they didn’t fill a
prescription because they couldn’t af-
ford it. And 18 percent of Americans,
nearly one in five, said that they cut
pills in half that they were due to take
because they wanted the prescription
to last longer.

Mr. KAGEN, Mr. Speaker, and my col-
leagues, this is the most affluent coun-
try in the Nation, the most free, the
most powerful. What does it say about
the conscience of a nation that one in
five Americans are sitting at their
kitchen table, sitting and standing
next to their bathroom sink, cutting
prescription drugs in half because they
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