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the future leaders of this country by
combining educational activities and
lifelong values with fun. The Boy
Scouts of America believes—and
through nearly a century of experience,
knows—that helping youth is the key
to building a more conscientious, re-
sponsible, and productive society.

I congratulate the Juniata Valley
Boy Scout Council, a National Quality
Council, for 80 years of service. I would
also like to congratulate the Seven
Mountains Boy Scout Camp, a nation-
ally recognized camping program, on
its 75th anniversary.

———

DONATE LIFE MONTH

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, as the
co-chair of the Congressional Organ
and Tissue Donation Awareness Cau-
cus, I am pleased to rise today in rec-
ognition of Donate Life Month, hon-
oring all of the men and women who
have made the decision to give the gift
of life through organ donations.

In 2007, over 28,000 people received
transplants. Still, over 100,000 people
are currently, today, on the waiting
list. The numbers grow each day. De-
spite amazing advances in medical
technology and the tremendous work
of the transplant community, sadly,
many of the patients will not live long
enough to receive a transplant.

Today, each of you have an oppor-
tunity to make a difference in the life
of a daughter or mother, a father or a
brother or a husband that is coping
with a life-threatening illness. I en-
courage each of my colleagues to make
a pledge today that has nothing to do
with politics but everything to do with
making a difference and that is to join
me in supporting Donate Life Month by
becoming an organ donor.

——————

AN AMERICAN CLEAN ENERGY
ECONOMY AND ENERGY INDE-
PENDENCE

(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker,
for decades, Washington has ignored
the energy crisis imperiling our econ-
omy, our national security, and our
planet. Now President Obama is com-
mitted to a comprehensive energy plan
that will generate millions of clean en-
ergy jobs, break our dependence on for-
eign oil, and reduce the threat of dead-
ly pollution.

With the depletion of the world’s oil
reserves and the growing disruption of
our climate, the development of clean,
renewable energy sources is the growth
industry of the 21st century. President
Obama says that our economic future
demands we must lead the competition
for clean energy. The President’s en-
ergy policy will jump-start the cre-
ation of an American clean energy sec-
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tor that will create millions of energy
jobs.

His policy will break us from our de-
pendence upon foreign oil and begin
making America energy independent,
and it will stop the pollution that we
have going into our atmosphere. It is
time to take a new tack on energy.

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE THROUGH
RENEWABLE ENERGY

(Mr. TEAGUE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, when
I was 17 years old, I went to work in
the oil fields making $1.50 an hour on a
pulling unit to help support my family.
Over the years, I have done just about
everything there is to do in oil and gas
around New Mexico. People know that
I am an oilman, and I am proud of that.

In 2007 when I announced that I
would be running for Congress, people
were surprised to find an oilman like
myself campaigning for energy inde-
pendence through renewable energy. 1
told people in Hobbs, Roswell, Carlsbad
and all across southern New Mexico
that technologies like wind, solar and
biofuels were not only good for the en-
vironment but would also create jobs
in our communities and bolster our na-
tional security.

If we are going to keep up with an in-
creasing demand for energy, we need to
put Americans to work producing en-
ergy from the wind, the sun and such
new and strange things as algae. Our
energy future should not be defined by
dependence on one source of energy,
the vast majority of which we do not
control.

Like I said, I am an oilman, always
have been, always will be; but some-
times it takes an oilman to say it:
America simply can’t continue to be
addicted to foreign sources of oil.

———
0 1030

HEALTH INSURANCE COSTS
(FAMILIES USA REPORT)

(Ms. CASTOR of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to bring attention
to the dramatic rise in the cost of
health care for American families and
the need to take action.

Yesterday, Families USA, a national
health advocacy group, released a re-
port that showed in my home State of
Florida and all across the country,
more and more families are dealing
with huge increases in premiums and
copays. The report explains that for
many years now, rising health care
costs have been devouring a larger and
larger portion of family income. Health
care costs were too high even before
this economic crisis. And now the ris-
ing costs are a serious drag on eco-
nomic recovery for middle class fami-
lies and businesses, unless we act soon.
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The Families USA report highlights
how vital it is that we tackle health
care reform now to help American fam-
ilies out of this middle class squeeze.
Our health care reform efforts must be
focused on making care more afford-
able for families and businesses.

To lower costs, we must focus on pre-
vention, computerizing medical
records, eliminating waste, and more
cost-effective treatments.

Thankfully, the White House and
many in Congress are committed to
taking action this year.

——

CONFERENCE REPORT ON S. CON.
RES. 13, CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION ON THE BUDGET FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2010

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
TAUSCHER). Pursuant to section 2 of
House Resolution 371, proceedings will
now resume on the conference report to
accompany the Senate concurrent reso-
lution (S. Con. Res. 13) setting forth
the congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2010,
revising the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal year 2009, and setting
forth the appropriate budgetary levels
for fiscal years 2011 through 2014.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
concurrent resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. When
proceedings were postponed on Tues-
day, April 28, 2009, 20 minutes of debate
remained on the conference report.

The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. SPRATT) has 10 minutes remaining
and the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
RYAN) has 10 minutes remaining.

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself 3 minutes.

Madam Speaker, I get a little bit of a
sense of deja vu this morning. We've
kind of been around this vote a while.
But we got some new news this morn-
ing that’s troubling news. The econ-
omy in the first quarter of this year
has declined by 6.1 percent, 6.1 percent
negative economic growth, the worst
drop in our economy now since the mid
1970s. And if you look at the data, it
shows you that the American consumer
is more or less hanging in there. It’s
the investment from businesses that
has dried up. It is business investment
that’s not occurring in this economy
that’s creating this great recession
leading to all these job losses.

So as we look at this budget, I think
a few new points ought to be brought
to light since we have been around this
budget quite a bit, which is, number
one, looking at the economic data un-
derneath this budget. It shows you that
the debt and deficits that are currently
projected in this budget are going to go
much higher.

If you take a look at the economic
assumptions that the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget uses, they’re a whole
lot rosier than what’s occurring. If you
look at their inflation projections,
which inflation just came in at 2.9 per-
cent this quarter, they’re a whole lot
rosier, meaning put reality into the
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