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| share President Obama’s conviction that it is
unacceptable for Iran to possess nuclear
weapons and his determination to seek a dip-
lomatic solution to this issue. However, should
engagement with Iran not yield the desired re-
sults in a reasonable period of time, we will
have no choice but to press forward with addi-
tional sanctions—such as those contained in
IRPSA—that could truly cripple the Iranian
economy. In that respect, | am pleased that
Secretary of State Clinton has said that she is
already intensively engaged with our allies and
other key states in the international community
for the purpose of, in her words, “laying the
groundwork for the kind of very tough . . .
sanctions that might be necessary in the event
that our offers are either rejected or the proc-
ess is inconclusive or unsuccessful.”
This legislation is offered in that spirit.

———

HONORING TEXAS NURSES
ASSOCIATION

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2009

Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, The nearly 2.9 million registered
nurses in the United States comprise our na-
tion’s largest health care profession; and

Whereas, A renewed emphasis on primary
and preventive health care will require the bet-
ter utilization of all of our nation’s registered
nursing resources; and

Whereas, Texas Nurses Association has
had a mission to advance nursing through
leadership, advocacy and innovation; and

Whereas, Texas Nurses Association was
founded on February 22, 1907 in Fort Worth,
Texas with a group of 19 nurses as the Texas
Graduate Nurses’ Association and is the old-
est professional nursing association in Texas;
and

Whereas, Texas Nurses Association has ad-
vocated to improve the practice and percep-
tion of nursing and to ensure quality care for
all Texans; and

Whereas, The demand for registered nurs-
ing services will be greater than ever because
of the aging of the American population, the
continuing expansion of life-sustaining tech-
nology, and the explosive growth of home
health care services; and

Whereas, Texas Nurses Association has
been successful promoting the growth of the
nursing practice by getting the Nursing Short-
age Reduction Act of 2001 to increase nursing
school enrollments; and

Whereas, That more qualified registered
nurses will be needed in the future to meet the
increasingly complex needs of health care
consumers in this community; and

Whereas, Texas Nurses Association in 2007
celebrated 100 years of advocating for profes-
sional nursing in Texas; and

Whereas, Along with the American Nurses
Association, the Texas Nurses Association
has declared the week of May 6-12 as NA-
TIONAL NURSES WEEK with the theme
‘Nurses: Building a Healthy America’ in cele-
bration of the ways in which registered nurses
strive to provide safe and high quality patient
care and map out the way to improve our
health care system; therefore

Be it hereby Resolved, That Congressman
HENRY CUELLAR, in representing the 28th Con-
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gressional District of the State of Texas, hon-
ors the Texas Nurses Association.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF CORPORAL
BRAD A. DAVIS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2009

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in honor and remembrance of United
States Army Corporal Brad A. Davis, who
dedicated himself to serving our country, his
community and his family as he courageously
and selflessly rose to the call of duty.

Corporal Davis grew up in Garfield Heights,
Ohio and graduated from Garfield Heights
High School. Shortly thereafter, in 2006, he
enlisted in the Army, and served our country
in two tours of duty in Irag. He served in F
Company, 2nd Battalion, 505th Parachute In-
fantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team of
the 82nd Airborne Division.

Throughout his tenure in the Army, Corporal
Davis consistently reflected bravery, commit-
ment and compassion, and he often and eas-
ily offered his assistance to anyone in need,
without regard to his own sacrifice. Corporal
Davis risked his own safety to assist his fellow
soldiers and was awarded the Purple Heart
Medal of Honor by President Barack Obama.
He was also awarded the Bronze Star Medal
and the Good Conduct Medal by the Secretary
of the U.S. Army.

Corporal Davis was an exceptional and cou-
rageous United States soldier, and an equally
exceptional human being. His young life was
framed by commitment to family, service to
country, loyalty to his brothers and sisters in
uniform, and reflected an unbridled love of life.
Corporal Davis’ family and friends were the
center and foundation of his life. He was the
youngest child of Terri and Bob Davis, and the
youngest sibling of Jennifer, Robert and Re-
becca. A kind young man with a generous and
fun-loving heart, Corporal Davis loved being
around family and friends and was always the
one to bring people together, whether for a
last-minute summer game of cornhole or an
organized softball tournament.

Madam Speaker, and Colleagues, please
join me in honor and remembrance of Cor-
poral Brad A. Davis, whose heroic actions,
commitment and bravery will be remembered
always. | extend my deepest condolences to
the family of Corporal Davis his beloved par-
ents, Bob and Terri, his beloved sisters and
brother—Jennifer, Rebecca and Robert; his
beloved nephews, Landon and Lukas, and his
extended family and friends. The significant
sacrifice, service, courage that defined the life
of Corporal Davis will be honored and remem-
bered by throughout the Cleveland community.

———

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF TAIWAN
RELATIONS ACT

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 30, 2009

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, on March
24, 2009, the House of Representatives
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passed H. Con. Res. 55—recognizing the 30th
anniversary of the Taiwan Relations Act
(TRA)—unanimously by voice vote. The Mem-
bers of this House have spoken in one voice
affirming the need to further deepen the rela-
tionship between the United States and Tai-
wan.

This anniversary is an important milestone
and represents an incredible opportunity for us
to further build upon and strengthen the U.S.-
Taiwan relationship. On April 12, 2009, Presi-
dent MaYing-jeou in his address on the anni-
versary of the TRA declared “the TRA has
come to symbolize the strong friendship and
trust forged between America and Taiwan
over these past decades” and the TRA has
served as an anchor of “peace and stability.”

In his address, President Ma laid out the
historical and political significance of the TRA
and the diplomatic path hewed by its enact-
ment:

The TRA was enacted in 1979 by the U.S.
Congress to cope with the Taiwan situation
after the U.S. had switched diplomatic rec-
ognition from Taipei to Beijing. It replaced
the terribly inadequate arrangement of the
Carter Administration, by keeping all as-
pects of the Taiwan-U.S. relationship intact
except, of course, formal diplomatic ties, a
mutual defense treaty and the stationing of
American troops in Taiwan. One American
commentator said in 1979 that while the
U.S.-China Joint Communiqué establishing
diplomatic relations derecognized Taiwan,
the Taiwan Relations Act has re-recognized
it. My Harvard professor Detlev Vagt said to
me after the passing of the TRA that Taiwan
is the most recognized unrecognized govern-
ment of the U.S.

In an imperfect world, the TRA, which
largely accommodates Taiwan’s needs for
continuity, reality, security, legality and
governmental status in the new Taiwan-U.S.
relationship, is the second-best choice for
Taiwan. Today the TRA is more than a con-
venient solution to a political dilemma. Its
very existence changed the evolutionary
course of cross-strait development by stabi-
lizing the triangular relationship among Tai-
wan, the United States and mainland China.

President Ma also addressed the need to
promote Taiwan’s economic growth and to
take the necessary steps to ensure Taiwan’s
rightful place in our global economy:

We believe that rapprochement with main-
land China will improve Taiwan’s prospects
for expanding our international space. Cer-
tainly, the international community will
benefit significantly from this change,
whether by capitalizing on the new business
opportunities thereby made available or sim-
ply by no longer being caught in volatile
cross-strait relations. For example, the es-
tablishment of the Three Links has made it
logistically feasible and economically cost-
effective to fly, ship or send mail across the
Taiwan Strait.

The establishment of direct cross-strait
travel and transport provides an incentive
for the international community to include
Taiwan in regional economic arrangements
in East Asia. In fact, right after we inaugu-
rated the Three Links across the Taiwan
Strait, Taiwan was able to join the Govern-
ment Procurement Agreement last Decem-
ber, which we had been unable to participate
in when we became a member of the World
Trade Organization six years ago. This new
development is good news to many potential
foreign investors in the U.S., Japan and Eu-
rope.

The United States interest will always be in
the defense of democracy and in honoring our
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