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Our goal, is to do this right from the 

beginning. That means responsibly de-
veloping our vast renewable energy re-
sources and to give States and commu-
nities new economic development op-
portunities that will create sustainable 
growth and grow the clean energy in-
dustry locally. 

Senator ENSIGN and I have a long his-
tory of working together to overcome 
the challenges Nevada faces because of 
the significant presence of Federal land 
in our State. Our efforts have made 
those lands work for Nevadans from all 
walks of life. 

I look forward to continuing these ef-
forts with my friend Senator ENSIGN. 

f 

SILVER STAR RECIPIENTS 

Mr. DORGAN. Madam President, on 
Thursday I was privileged to host a bi-
partisan lunch of the Senate Demo-
cratic and Republican policy commit-
tees, in honor of a team of Green Be-
rets who earned the Silver Star for ex-
traordinary bravery in combat oper-
ations in Afghanistan. These are true 
American heroes, and their actions 
were in the proudest traditions of our 
Armed Forces in general, and of our 
Special Operations forces in particular. 

On April 6, 2008, this team’s mission 
was to capture or kill several very 
high-ranking members of the Hezb-e- 
Islami Gulbuddin, HIG, militant group. 
The insurgents were in their strong-
hold, a village perched in Nuristan’s 
Shok Valley that is normally acces-
sible only by pack mule. 

During a harrowing, nearly 7-hour 
battle on a mountainside, this team 
and a few dozen Afghan commandos 
they had trained took fire from all di-
rections. Outnumbered, the Green Be-
rets fought on even after half of them 
were wounded—and managed to kill an 
estimated 150 to 200 enemy fighters. 

For their heroism in battle, 10 mem-
bers of Operational Detachment Alpha 
3336 from the 3rd Special Forces Group 
received the Silver Star, one of the 
highest awards for valor in the U.S. 
Military. This was the highest number 
of such awards for a single engagement 
since the Vietnam war. 

The men who earned these Silver 
Stars were CPT Kyle Walton, SFC 
Scott Ford, SSG Luis Morales, SSG 
Seth Howard, SSG Ronald Shurer, SSG 
John Walding, SSG Dillon Behr, SGT 
David Sanders, SGT Matthew Williams, 
and SPC Michael Carter. 

I will ask to have printed in the 
RECORD a copy of their Silver Star ci-
tations. I will also ask to have printed 
in the RECORD a copy of a Washington 
Post report describing the battle on 
that Afghan mountainside. 

Mr. President, as I mentioned earlier, 
it was our privilege to honor these he-
roic Green Berets, who were joined at 
the lunch by SSG Robert Gutierrez, 
Jr., an Air Force special tactics com-
bat controller who targeted airstrikes 
during the mission. For his actions, he 
was awarded the Bronze Star Medal 
with ‘‘V’’ device for valor. 

No words can truly express the depth 
of our gratitude to these men and all 
the other members of our Armed 
Forces who have answered their coun-
try’s call. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent to have the materials to which 
I referred printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From The Washington Post, Dec. 12, 2008] 
10 GREEN BERETS TO RECEIVE SILVER STAR 

FOR AFGHAN BATTLE 
(By Ann Scott Tyson) 

After jumping out of helicopters at day-
break onto jagged, ice-covered rocks and 
into water at an altitude of 10,000 feet, the 
12-man Special Forces team scrambled up 
the steep mountainside toward its target—an 
insurgent stronghold in northeast Afghani-
stan. 

‘‘Our plan,’’ Capt. Kyle M. Walton recalled 
in an interview, ‘‘was to fight downhill.’’ 

But as the soldiers maneuvered toward a 
cluster of thick-walled mud buildings con-
structed layer upon layer about 1,000 feet 
farther up the mountain, insurgents quickly 
manned fighting positions, readying a bar-
rage of fire for the exposed Green Berets. 

A harrowing, nearly seven-hour battle un-
folded on that mountainside in Afghanistan’s 
Nuristan province on April 6, as Walton, his 
team and a few dozen Afghan commandos 
they had trained took fire from all direc-
tions. Outnumbered, the Green Berets fought 
on even after half of them were wounded— 
four critically—and managed to subdue an 
estimated 150 to 200 insurgents, according to 
interviews with several team members and 
official citations. 

Today, Walton and nine of his teammates 
from Operational Detachment Alpha 3336 of 
the 3rd Special Forces Group will receive the 
Silver Star for their heroism in that battle— 
the highest number of such awards given to 
the elite troops for a single engagement 
since the Vietnam War. 

That chilly morning, Walton’s mind was on 
his team’s mission: to capture or kill several 
members of the Hezb-e-Islami Gulbuddin 
(HIG) militant group in their stronghold, a 
village perched in Nuristan’s Shok Valley 
that was accessible only by pack mule and so 
remote that Walton said he believed that no 
U.S. troops, or Soviet ones before them, had 
ever been there. 

But as the soldiers, each carrying 60 to 80 
pounds of gear, scaled the mountain, they 
could already spot insurgents running to and 
fro, they said. As the soldiers drew closer, 
they saw that many of the mud buildings had 
holes in the foot-thick walls for snipers. The 
U.S. troops had maintained an element of 
surprise until their helicopters turned into 
the valley, but by now the insurgent leaders 
entrenched above knew they were the tar-
gets, and had alerted their fighters to rally. 

Staff Sgt. Luis Morales of Fredericksburg 
was the first to see an armed insurgent and 
opened fire, killing him. But at that mo-
ment, the insurgents began blasting away at 
the American and Afghan troops with ma-
chine guns, sniper rifles and rocket-propelled 
grenades—shooting down on each of the U.S. 
positions from virtually all sides. 

‘‘All elements were pinned down from ex-
tremely heavy fire from the get-go,’’ Walton 
said. ‘‘It was a coordinated attack.’’ The in-
surgent Afghan fighters knew there was only 
one route up the valley and ‘‘were able to 
wait until we were in the most vulnerable 
position to initiate the ambush,’’ said Staff 
Sgt. Seth E. Howard, the team weapons ser-
geant. 

Almost immediately, exposed U.S. and Af-
ghan troops were hit. An Afghan interpreter 
was killed, and Staff Sgt. Dillon Behr was 
shot in the hip. 

‘‘We were pretty much in the open, there 
were no trees to hide behind,’’ said Morales, 
who with Walton pulled Behr back to their 
position. Morales cut open Behr’s fatigues 
and applied pressure to his bleeding hip, even 
though Morales himself had been shot in the 
right thigh. A minute later, Morales was hit 
again, in the ankle, leaving him struggling 
to treat himself and his comrade, he said. 
Absent any cover, Walton moved the body of 
the dead Afghan interpreter to shield the 
wounded. 

Farther down the hill in the streambed, 
Master Sgt. Scott Ford, the team sergeant, 
was firing an M203 grenade launcher at the 
fighting positions, he recalled. An Afghan 
commando fired rocket-propelled grenades at 
the windows from which they were taking 
fire, while Howard shot rounds from a rocket 
launcher and recoilless rifle. 

Ford, of Athens, Ohio, then moved up the 
mountain amid withering fire to aid Walton 
at his command position. The ferocity of the 
attack surprised him, as rounds ricocheted 
nearby every time he stuck his head out 
from behind a rock. ‘‘Typically they run out 
of ammo or start to manage their ammo, but 
. . . they held a sustained rate of fire for 
about six hours,’’ he said. 

As Ford and Staff Sgt. John Wayne 
Walding returned fire, Walding was hit below 
his right knee. Ford turned and saw that the 
bullet ‘‘basically amputated his right leg 
right there on the battlefield.’’ 

Walding, of Groesbeck, Tex., recalled: ‘‘I 
literally grabbed my boot and put it in my 
crotch, then got the boot laces and tied it to 
my thigh, so it would not flop around. There 
was about two inches of meat holding my leg 
on.’’ He put on a tourniquet, watching the 
blood flow out the stump to see when it was 
tight enough. 

Then Walding tried to inject himself with 
morphine but accidentally used the wrong 
tip of the syringe and put the needle in his 
thumb, he later recalled. ‘‘My thumb felt 
great,’’ he said wryly, noting that through-
out the incident he never lost consciousness. 
‘‘My name is John Wayne,’’ he said. 

Soon afterward, a round hit Ford in the 
chest, knocking him back but not pene-
trating his body armor. A minute later, an-
other bullet went through his left arm and 
shoulder, hitting the helmet of the medic, 
Staff Sgt. Ronald J. Shurer, who was behind 
him treating Behr. An insurgent sniper was 
zeroing in on them. 

Bleeding heavily from the arm, Ford put 
together a plan to begin removing the 
wounded, knowing they could hold out only 
for so long without being overrun. By this 
time, Air Force jets had begun dropping doz-
ens of munitions on enemy positions precar-
iously close to the Green Berets, including 
2,000-pound bombs that fell within 350 yards. 

‘‘I was completely covered in a cloud of 
black smoke from the explosion,’’ said How-
ard, and Behr was wounded in the intestine 
by a piece of shrapnel. 

The evacuation plan, Ford said, was that 
‘‘every time they dropped another bomb, we 
would move down another terrace until we 
basically leapfrogged down the mountain.’’ 
Ford was able to move to lower ground after 
one bomb hit, but insurgent fire rained down 
again, pinning the soldiers left behind. 

‘‘If we went that way, we would have all 
died,’’ said Howard, who was hiding behind 
12-inch-high rocks with bullets bouncing off 
about every 10 seconds. Insurgents again 
nearly overran the U.S. position, firing down 
from 25 yards away—so near that the Ameri-
cans said they could hear their voices. An-
other 2,000-pound bomb dropped ‘‘danger 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 00:38 May 12, 2009 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A11MY6.009 S11MYPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5323 May 11, 2009 
close,’’ Howard said, allowing the soldiers to 
get away. 

Finally, after hours of fighting, the troops 
made their way down to the streambed, with 
those who could still walk carrying the 
wounded. A medical evacuation helicopter 
flew in, but the rotors were immediately hit 
by bullets, so the pilot hovered just long 
enough to allow the in-flight medic to jump 
off, then flew away. 

A second helicopter came in but had to 
land in the middle of the icy, fast-moving 
stream. ‘‘It took two to three guys to carry 
each casualty through the river,’’ Ford said. 
‘‘It was a mad dash to the medevac.’’ As they 
sat on the helicopter, it sustained several 
rounds of fire, and the pilot was grazed by a 
bullet. 

By the time the battle ended, the Green 
Berets and the commandos had suffered 15 
wounded and two killed, both Afghans, while 
an estimated 150 to 200 insurgents were dead, 
according to an official Army account of the 
battle. The Special Forces soldiers had near-
ly run out of ammunition, with each having 
one to two magazines left, Ford said. 

‘‘We should not have lived,’’ said Walding, 
reflecting on the battle in a phone interview 
from Fort Bragg, N.C., where he and the nine 
others are to receive the Silver Stars today. 
Nine more Green Berets from the 3rd Special 
Forces Group will also receive Silver Stars 
for other battles. About 200 U.S. troops serv-
ing in Iraq and Afghanistan have received 
the Silver Star, the U.S. military’s third- 
highest combat award. 

MASTER SERGEANT SCOTT E. FORD, UNITED 
STATES ARMY 

FOR GALLANTRY 
in action on 6 April 2008, while under in-

tense enemy fire as Team Sergeant, Special 
Forces Operational Detachment Alpha 3336, 
Special Operations Task Force–33, in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom. His personal 
courage and commitment to mission accom-
plishment are a testament to his bravery 
under fire. Master Sergeant Ford exposed 
himself to insurgent fire in order to provide 
precision fire against insurgent fighting po-
sitions. Master Sergeant Ford, although in-
jured, never stopped leading his men and 
continued to organize forces to assist his 
comrades until he was physically incapable 
of fighting. Master Sergeant Ford’s actions 
are in keeping with the finest traditions of 
military service and reflect great credit 
upon himself, Combined Joint Special Oper-
ations Task Force—Afghanistan, Special Op-
erations Command Central, and the United 
States Army. 

STAFF SERGEANT LUIS G. MORALES, UNITED 
STATES ARMY 

FOR GALLANTRY 
in action on 6 April 2008, while under in-

tense enemy fire as Intelligence Sergeant, 
Special Forces Operational Detachment 
Alpha 3336, Special Operations Task Force– 
33, in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom. His personal courage and commitment 
to mission accomplishment are a testament 
to his bravery under fire. Staff Sergeant Mo-
rales, although wounded, heroically ran back 
into the line of fire to retrieve wounded com-
rades and administered treatment to the 
wounded. His selfless acts in the face of 
enemy fire saved numerous lives. Staff Ser-
geant Morales’ actions are in keeping with 
the finest traditions of military service and 
reflect great credit upon himself, Combined 
Joint Special Operations Task Force—Af-
ghanistan, Special Operations Command 
Central, and the United States Army. 
STAFF SERGEANT JOHN W. WALDING, UNITED 

STATES ARMY 
FOR GALLANTRY 

in action on 6 April 2008, while serving as 
Senior Communications Sergeant, Special 

Forces Operational Detachment Alpha, Spe-
cial Operations Task Force–33, in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom. Staff Sergeant 
Walding acted without regard for his per-
sonal safety in leading an assault element up 
over 500 meters of uphill terrain under in-
tense enemy fire in order to reinforce his de-
tachment’s beleaguered position. Once 
reaching the position, he was critically 
wounded by sniper fire, but continued to lay 
down suppressing fire so his unit could orga-
nize casualty retrieval. His extreme courage 
and selfless devotion to his fallow Soldiers in 
the face of a life-threatening injury inspired 
the entire assault force over the course of 
the six-hour firefight. Staff Sergeant 
Walding’s actions are in keeping with the 
finest traditions of military service and re-
flect great credit upon himself, the Com-
bined Joint Special Operations Task Force— 
Afghanistan, and the United States Army. 

STAFF SERGEANT SETH E. HOWARD, UNITED 
STATES ARMY 

FOR GALLANTRY 

in action on 6 April 2008, while under in-
tense enemy fire as Junior Weapons Ser-
geant, Special Forces Operational Detach-
ment Alpha 3336, Special Operations Task 
Force–33, in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. His personal courage and commit-
ment to mission accomplishment are a testa-
ment to his bravery under fire. Staff Ser-
geant Howard bravely defended his comrades 
and refused to withdraw from his position 
until everyone was safe. His courageous ef-
forts prevented the position from being over-
run on two separate occasions, and his 
counter sniper fires helped save the lives of 
his fellow Soldiers and Afghan commandos. 
Staff Sergeant Howards’ actions are in keep-
ing with the finest traditions of military 
service and reflect great credit upon himself, 
Combined Joint Special Operations Task 
Force—Afghanistan, Special Operations 
Command Central, and the United States 
Army. 

SPECIALIST MICHAEL D. CARTER, UNITED 
STATES ARMY 

FOR GALLANTRY 

in action on 6 April 2008, while under in-
tense enemy fire as Combat Cameraman, 
Special Forces Operational Detachment 
Alpha 3336. Special Operations Task Force– 
33, In support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom. His personal courage and commitment 
to mission accomplishment are a testament 
to his bravery under fire. Specialist Carter 
exposed himself to insurgent fire in order to 
recover a critically wounded comrade, as 
well as a Satellite Communications Radio. 
Specialist Carter’s actions aided in the re-es-
tablishment of communication with higher 
headquarters. He also shielded casualties 
from falling debris and assisted in an ex-
tremely dangerous and courageous rescue of 
more than six casualties. Specialist Carter’s 
actions are in keeping with the finest tradi-
tions of military service and reflect great 
credit upon himself, Combined Joint Special 
Operations Task Force—Afghanistan, Spe-
cial Operations Command Central, and the 
United States Army. 

STAFF SERGEANT DILLON L. BEHR, UNITED 
STATES ARMY 

FOR GALLANTRY 

in action on 6 April 2008, while serving as 
a communications sergeant, Special Forces 
Operational Detachment Alpha, Special Op-
erations Task Force–33, in support of Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. After insurgent 
forces ambushed his combined raid element, 
Staff Sergeant Behr acted with total dis-
regard for his own safety, holding his posi-
tion as bullets impacted within inches of 
him, even after sustaining a life-threatening 

wound to his leg and later after receiving a 
second critical wound. Over the course of the 
more-than-six-hour battle, Staff Sergeant 
Behr continued to engage and kill multiple 
enemies until he was no longer physically 
capable of holding his weapon. His tremen-
dous courage and selfless devotion to his fel-
low Soldiers inspired his unit to continue to 
fight against overwhelming odds until relief 
arrived. Staff Sergeant Behr’s actions are in 
keeping with the finest traditions of mili-
tary service and reflect great credit upon 
himself, the Combined Joint Special Oper-
ations Task Force—Afghanistan, and the 
United States Army. 

SERGEANT MATTHEW O. WILLIAMS, UNITED 
STATES ARMY 

FOR GALLANTRY 
in action on 6 April 2008. while under in-

tense enemy fire as Weapons Sergeant, Spe-
cial Forces Operational Detachment Alpha 
3336, Special Operations Task Force–33, in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. His 
personal courage and commitment to mis-
sion accomplishment are a testament to his 
bravery under fire. His actions directly at-
tributed to the suppression of enemy com-
batants. Sergeant Williams’ bravery allowed 
the patrol to evacuate the other soldiers 
without further casualties. Sergeant Wil-
liams’ actions are in keeping with the finest 
traditions of military service and reflect 
great credit upon himself. Combined Joint 
Special Operations Task Force—Afghani-
stan, Operation Command Central, and the 
United States Army. 
STAFF SERGEANT RONALD J. SHURER, UNITED 

STATES ARMY 
FOR GALLANTRY 

in action on 6 April 2008 while under in-
tense enemy fire as Senior Medical Sergeant, 
Special Forces Operational Detachment 
Alpha 3336, Special Operations Task Force– 
33, in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom. His personal courage and commitment 
to mission accomplishment are a testament 
to his bravery under fire. Staff Sergeant 
Shurer rendered life saving aid to wounded 
casualties under his care. His ingenious ac-
tions saved the lives of numerous team-
mates. Staff Sergeant Shurer’s actions are in 
keeping with the finest traditions of mili-
tary service and reflect great credit upon 
himself, Combined Joint Special Operations 
Task Force—Afghanistan, Special Oper-
ations Command Central, and the United 
States Army. 

CAPTAIN KYLE M. WALTON, UNITED STATES 
ARMY 

FOR GALLANTRY 
in action on 6 April 2008, while under in-

tense enemy fire as the Team Commander, 
Special Forces Operational Detachment 
Alpha 3336, Special Operations Task Force– 
33, in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom. His personal courage and commitment 
to mission accomplishment are a testament 
to his bravery under fire. He continued to 
maintain effective command and control of 
five different maneuver elements while re-
peatedly engaging enemy combatants. His 
unwavering combat leadership and poise 
under fire was directly responsible for saving 
the lives of United States and Afghan Sol-
diers. Captain Walton’s leadership and brav-
ery are in keeping with the finest traditions 
of military service and reflect great credit 
upon himself, Combined Joint Special Oper-
ations Task Force—Afghanistan, Special Op-
erations Command Central, and the United 
States Army. 
SERGEANT DAVID J. SANDERS, UNITED STATES 

ARMY 
FOR GALLANTRY 

in action on 6 April 2008, while under in-
tense enemy fire as Engineer Sergeant, Spe-
cial Forces Operational Detachment Alpha 
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3336, Special Operations Task Force–33, in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom. His 
personal courage and commitment to mis-
sion accomplishment are a testament to his 
bravery under fire. His heroic efforts to 
mark insurgent fighting positions with his 
grenade launcher was crucial for the delivery 
of on target ordinance that destroyed insur-
gent fighting positions and made possible the 
withdrawal of his element. His bravery, poise 
under fire, determination against a numeri-
cally superior force, and concern for his fall-
en comrades, were integral to the successful 
medical evacuation and movement of the 
rest of the force to the extraction point. Ser-
geant Sanders’ actions are in keeping with 
the finest traditions of military service and 
reflect great credit upon himself, Combined 
Joint Special Operations Task Force—Af-
ghanistan, Special Operations Command 
Central, and the United States Army. 
CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF THE 

BRONZE STAR MEDAL (WITH VALOR) TO ROB-
ERT GUTIERREZ, JR. 
Staff Sergeant Robert Gutierrez, Jr., dis-

tinguished himself by heroism as a Special 
Tactics Combat Controller, 21st Expedi-
tionary Special Tactics Squadron, Combined 
Joint Special Operations Air Component 
while engaged in ground combat against an 
enemy of the United States in Afghanistan 
on 6 April 2008. On that day, Sergeant 
Gutierrez was attached to Army Special 
Forces Operational Detachment-Alpha 3312 
as a Joint Terminal Attack Controller, in 
support of Operation COMMANDO WRATH. 
He provided critical Airmanship skills dur-
ing a violent 6 and a half hour battle against 
heavily armed and entrenched enemy fight-
ers. While approaching the objective, while 
climbing near-vertical terrain, the assault 
force was ambushed by anti-Coalition forces 
which pinned down the lead team on a 60- 
foot high rock cliff and produced several 
friendly casualties. Sergeant Gutierrez co-
ordinated with the engaged element and di-
rected lethal gun, missile, and bomb attacks 
from AH–64s and F–15Es. Despite these 
strikes, the attack intensified onto his 
team’s position. Despite being struck twice 
by 7.62 millimeter bullets in the helmet, Ser-
geant Gutierrez maintained his calm de-
meanor and continued to prosecute targets. 
As the fight continued, the insurgents shift-
ed their efforts toward arriving helicopters 
and engaged them with heavy fire. Sergeant 
Gutierrez coordinated with the ground force 
commander to delay friendly force extrac-
tion until the enemy positions could be sup-
pressed. Enabled his systematic control of 
air power during the fight, all 17 friendly 
casualties were safely evacuated and 40 
enemy fighters were killed. By his heroic ac-
tions and unselfish dedication to duty, Ser-
geant Gutierrez has reflected great credit 
upon himself and the United States Air 
Force. 

f 

REMEMBERING JACK KEMP 
Mr. HATCH. Madam President, I wish 

to pay tribute to a great American and 
friend, former Congressman Jack 
Kemp. I was deeply saddened to learn 
of his passing and offer my sincerest 
condolences to his sweet wife Joanne; 
their four children, Jeffrey, Jennifer, 
Judith, and James; and 17 grand-
children. Jack has left a lasting im-
pression and legacy that will be hon-
ored and long remembered by a grate-
ful nation. 

Jack came to Congress after 13 years 
as a professional football quarterback. 
His career in professional football dem-

onstrates the value of persistence, self- 
confidence, and courage. Jack began 
his football career slowly and without 
much success. However, he was fiercely 
competitive and eventually led the 
Buffalo Bills to 33 victories and 2 
league championships. He was selected 
All-League quarterback, AFL Player of 
the Year, Most Valuable Player, and 
appeared in five AFL championship 
games and seven AFL All-Star games. 
Jack was also recognized by Sporting 
News as one of the top 50 quarterbacks 
of all time. Sports taught him that the 
only real failure is not trying again 
and that out of adversity comes 
strength, determination, and ultimate 
victory. 

When asked if being a football star 
helped him get elected to Congress, 
Jack responded, ‘‘Yes, to the extent 
that I had name recognition and people 
knew who I was. That kind of identi-
fication cuts two ways. On the one 
hand, it was harmful because some peo-
ple consider professional football to be 
anti-intellectual and an inadequate 
training ground for political leader-
ship. To the contrary, I believe pro 
football is great training for leader-
ship. In fact, I hope more athletes 
choose politics as a profession so that 
we don’t leave the field to attorneys.’’ 

Jack made the transition from ath-
lete to politician in 1971, when he was 
elected to represent the 31st Congres-
sional District of New York. He was an 
enthusiastic speaker, especially when 
the topic was tax revision, and was 
once told he talks ‘‘as though some-
body had pulled the trigger of a ma-
chine gun.’’ I can certainly attest to 
that. However, it wasn’t the way Jack 
talked that had everyone’s attention; 
it was what he was saying. I would dare 
argue that much of what he was fight-
ing for in the seventies and eighties 
still holds true today. For example, 
Jack argued that the U.S. Government 
should shoulder the burden of inter-
national leadership by becoming ‘‘an 
active exporter of the American idea.’’ 
In his view, the ‘‘greatest weapon in 
our arsenal is the prospect of general 
well-being that results from the em-
brace of American ideas about oppor-
tunity, initiative, and enterprise.’’ 

During his time as Congressman, 
Jack was probably best known as a 
champion of tax cuts. He became a fer-
vent supply-side evangelist who be-
lieved that tax cuts would not only 
spur economic growth but also bring in 
more revenue for the Government. 
Jack coauthored the Kemp-Roth tax 
bill, which became the blueprint for 
what became known as ‘‘Reagan-
omics.’’ Jack referred to his com-
prehensive Federal tax-cut package as 
‘‘the number one offensive play in the 
country.’’ Reagan biographer Lou Can-
non said Jack, as much as anybody, 
helped persuade Reagan to embrace an 
economic policy of supply-side econom-
ics, stimulating economic growth 
through reducing taxes. 

‘‘Generally speaking,’’ Jack said, ‘‘if 
you tax something, you get less of it. If 

you subsidize something, you get more 
of it. In America, we tax work, growth, 
investment, employment, savings, and 
productivity. We subsidize nonworking, 
consumption, welfare, and debt.’’ How 
true that is. 

Jack served as a Congressman for 18 
years, until 1989 when he became the 
U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development under President George 
H.W. Bush. Jack was the author of the 
Enterprise Zones legislation to encour-
age entrepreneurship and job creation 
in urban America and continued to ad-
vocate the expansion of home owner-
ship among the poor through resident 
management and ownership of public 
and subsidized housing. 

Jack received the Republican Party’s 
nomination for Vice President in Au-
gust of 1996 and afterward continued a 
career of public service by campaigning 
nationally to reform the tax system, 
Social Security, and education. 

Jack was always uplifting and opti-
mistic. He consistently distinguished 
himself by exhibiting the rare ability 
to see real opportunity in the seem-
ingly mundane. He seized those oppor-
tunities to demonstrate qualities of 
judgment, character, and commitment. 
Jack once said, ‘‘I do not believe there 
is any future for the Republican Party 
in trying to defeat Democrats. You 
don’t run to fight opponents. You run 
to promote ideas. Ideas are what rule 
the world. We, the Republicans, 
haven’t been offering an alternative. 
We need more positive ideas.’’ 

When asked about his political 
ideals, Jack was quick to reply: ‘‘After 
going into the highly competitive busi-
ness of pro football, I gained an even 
deeper appreciation of the competitive 
free-enterprise system to which this 
country owes its past, present, and fu-
ture progress and freedom. I believe 
competition breeds the best, and the 
system of free enterprise has brought 
about the greatest society ever 
known.’’ He also praised the American 
political system as ‘‘the greatest expe-
rience in human dignity and human 
freedom that mankind has ever 
known.’’ 

In a sweet and endearing letter to his 
grandchildren, Jack talked about the 
future of America. The letter was writ-
ten days after Barack Obama secured 
the Presidency. Jack wrote, ‘‘My ad-
vice for you all is to understand that 
unity for our nation doesn’t require 
uniformity or unanimity; it does re-
quire putting the good of our people 
ahead of what’s good for mere political 
or personal advantage. You see, real 
leadership is not just seeing the reali-
ties of what we are temporarily faced 
with, but seeing the possibilities and 
potential that can be realized by lifting 
up peoples’ vision of what they can 
be.’’ 

I would suggest that Jack is one of 
the greatest political leaders the world 
has ever seen. We all appreciate his ef-
forts and service but none so more than 
me. My dear friend, you will be sorely 
missed. May God bless you and keep 
you. 
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