United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 1 1 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 155

WASHINGTON, TUESDAY, MAY 12, 2009

No. 72
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The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. COSTA).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 12, 2009.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JIM COSTA

to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2009, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 30 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes.

————
REPAYMENT OF TARP FUNDS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. SHERMAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker,
speech builds on two themes.

The first is the continuing effort of
administrations of both political par-
ties to turn Congress into a mere advi-
sory body. One of the more effective
ways of doing this is to embrace those
statutory sections that they like and
to ignore those statutory sections that
they don’t like.

The second theme is, it’s not illegal
if Wall Street wants it.

Now 1let us illustrate these two
themes on the TARP legislation, the

my

legislation that provided $700 billion to
bail out Wall Street and provided the
Secretary of the Treasury with enor-
mous authority and discretion as to
how that money would be used.

Now I thought $700 billion was more
than enough. For many reasons I voted
against this bill. But there was at least
one code section in the bill that seemed
to make sense, and that was a provi-
sion that stated clearly and unequivo-
cally that whatever money came back
from whatever investments were made
by the Secretary of the Treasury would
go to the general fund, would pay down
the national debt, would go into the
same fund that our money went into on
April 15 when we mailed in our tax re-
turns.

And that’s why section 106(d) of the
bill that created the act states very
simply, ‘“‘Revenues of, and proceeds
from the sale of troubled assets pur-
chased under this Act, or from the sale,
exercise, or surrender of warrants or
senior debt instruments acquired under
section 113”—and here are the key
words—‘‘shall be paid into the general
fund of the Treasury for the reduction
of the public debt.”

How is this code section relevant?
How does it fit into the overall stat-
ute? Well, the statute envisions the
idea that the Secretary of the Treasury
would use our $700 billion to purchase
certain investment assets defined in
the bill as troubled assets, and then at
some subsequent point those assets
would be sold. Whatever money we got
from that sale or from the redemption,
when we traded in those assets, what-
ever we got would go into the general
fund.

It is being widely accepted in the
press, in Washington and on Wall
Street that whatever the Secretary of
the Treasury gets back from the banks
will instead be part of some revolving
fund from which the Secretary of the
Treasury may make additional bail-
outs in addition to the first $700 billion
of expenditures.

Well, the statute is very clear to the
contrary. Whatever is returned to the
Treasury goes into the general fund.

Now one thing to keep in mind is this
statute uses the term ‘‘troubled as-
sets’” so that the Secretary of the
Treasury might say, well, what we’re
selling is the preferred stock that Sec-
retary Paulson originally invested in.
These aren’t troubled assets. They’re
happy assets, and therefore, section
106(d) would not apply.

This is a complete misreading of the
statute because if you turn to section
3(9)(B) of the statute, ‘‘troubled assets”
is defined as, ‘‘any other financial in-
strument that the Secretary, after con-
sultation with the Chairman of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System, determines the purchase
of which is necessary to promote finan-
cial market stability, but only upon
transmittal of such determination, in
writing, to the appropriate committees
of Congress.”’

The preferred stock that we are
about to sell or that the companies are
about to repurchase from us is exactly
this kind of troubled asset. It was pur-
chased by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury after a determination that doing so
was necessary to promote financial sta-
bility, and to make it very clear that
they were relying on section 3(9)(B),
which defines troubled assets, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury sent the appro-
priate committees a written deter-
mination.

So when we bought the assets, they
were defined by the Treasury Depart-
ment as being troubled assets. They
are clearly subject to this code section.

But one more thing, if for some rea-
son the preferred stock wasn’t within
the ambit of the definition of troubled
assets when it was purchased, then the
purchase was illegal to begin with be-
cause the only code section in the bail-
out bill that allows for that purchase is
section 101(a)(1), which authorizes only
the purchase of troubled assets.
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Make sure when we get back the
money, it’s not a revolving fund, that
it goes into the general Treasury to
pay off the national debt.

——
PRESIDENT OBAMA’S ENERGY TAX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
West Virginia (Ms. FoxX) for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Americans are very concerned about
our economy right now, and one of the
things that gives them a lot of concern
is where we are in terms of price for en-
ergy.

The Republicans have a group called
the American Energy Solutions Group
that has been working on this issue,
and I want to share some information
that they have put together. Repub-
licans, despite what our colleagues on
the other side have said, have alter-
natives to the problems that we’re fac-
ing in this country, but often these al-
ternatives are not getting the atten-
tion from the majority party they de-
serve.

Despite the President’s campaign
promise not to raise taxes on 95 per-
cent of Americans, his energy plan is
nothing more than a $646 billion na-
tional energy tax on every American
family and small business. As families
and businesses struggle in these dif-
ficult times, it’s unconscionable to
make the pain worse by forcing tax-
payers to pay ever-higher energy bills.

The President’s energy plan will
force family energy costs to rise by
more than $3,100 per year and will pull
$860 billion out of family budgets and
put it into the Federal budget. And
this is being optimistic. The non-
partisan Congressional Budget Office
estimates the real cost to be as high as
$3 trillion over the next 10 years. That
means $1,000 in energy tax hikes for
every man, woman and child.

The President’s own budget director,
Peter Orszag, has testified that a tax
on carbon emissions would ‘‘impose
costs on the economy,” and that con-
sumers will pay these costs through
higher energy prices. The President
himself has admitted that his plan will
cause energy prices to skyrocket.

The poor will be hit the hardest by
this national energy tax. Experts agree
that poor families spend a larger por-
tion of their income on energy costs.
Not even the President’s modest Make
Work Pay tax credit is enough to cover
the high energy costs that will be
forced on American families.

Instead of providing solutions to
keep energy costs low, the President
and Democrats in Washington are pro-
posing a national energy tax that will
hit every worker, family and business
across our country. Republicans sup-
port helping American families
through these difficult times through
immediate tax relief, not increased
taxes.

Since the current economic recession
began in December of 2007 with the
Democrats in charge of Congress, more
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than 5 million jobs have been lost. Yet
the President proposes an energy plan
that could result in anywhere between
1.8 and 7 million additional jobs being
lost. The only jobs that are going to be
created are for more government bu-
reaucrats.

Republicans support keeping energy
prices low at home and at the pump
through American energy by American
workers. Instead of creating American
energy made by American workers, the
President’s energy plan keeps us de-
pendent on foreign oil.

Republicans support more American-
made energy through the creation of
new and renewable energy sources, con-
servation and more domestic energy
production. Giving American workers
the resources to create American-made
energy will keep the cost of energy low
for American consumers.

The President and the Democrat-con-
trolled Congress are using this eco-
nomic crisis as an opportunity to force
dramatic change on the American peo-
ple. As the President’s own chief of
staff has said, ‘“You never let a crisis
go to waste.”

As Robert Samuelson noted in
March, the President says he is focused
on the economy, ‘‘but he’s also using
the crisis to advance an ambitious
long-term agenda.”” One thing is cer-
tain, it’s an agenda that will lead to
more taxes, fewer jobs and less energy.

The Republicans have an alternative.
It’s called all of the above. We should
develop all the resources that we have
in the United States. We should con-
serve, we should look for alternatives,
and we should use this opportunity to
create more jobs and grow the econ-
omy, not Kkill jobs and slow the econ-
omy down even more.

Mr. Speaker, we need the Republican
plan to be paid attention to. The Amer-
ican people want it, and they deserve
it.

————
TIME TO PASS CLEAN ENERGY
LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.

Americans have not faced this level
of economic stress since the Great De-
pression. Nearly a decade of ideologi-
cally driven deregulation sent the
foundation of financial market regula-
tion asunder and enabled the housing
market bubble and subsequent finan-
cial crash. The same deregulators cre-
ated an energy market that rewarded
old polluting technologies while in-
creasing greenhouse gas emissions and
other kinds of pollution. The same
Gilded Age politics that wreaked our
financial system laid waste to our envi-
ronment.

Today the same people who let Wall
Street run amok claim that we cannot
afford to make investments in energy
independence or create new jobs with
renewable energy generation. In fact,
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we just heard such remarks. They
claim that economic and environ-
mental renewal is somehow too costly
to undertake at this critical juncture
in our Nation’s history. In reality, with
a contracting economy and expanding
global warming pollution, we cannot
afford inaction.

The Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee is considering draft legislation
that would make historic investments
in clean energy and job creation while
dramatically reducing global warming
and pollution. According to the Nobel
Prize-winning economist Paul
Krugman, this legislation would help
spur economic growth by creating pow-
erful incentives to invest in renewable
energy.

This legislation also presents Con-
gress with an opportunity to make pol-
luters pay while directing money to
consumers who have suffered as a re-
sult of the economic policies of the
prior administration.

Although the committee’s bill is in
discussion draft with some details still
unresolved, let us consider the eco-
nomic math for American families.

If Congress enacted this legislation,
the American Clean Energy and Secu-
rity Act, and made polluters pay
through a 100 percent auction of carbon
credits for all of their greenhouse gas
emissions, we could write a check in
theory to every American for $2,150 per
year.
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Due to inaction by the previous ad-
ministration, polluters do not have to
pay for the impacts of greenhouse gas
pollution and its impacts on commu-
nities all across the United States.
From rising sea levels to increased in-
cidence of severe weather, the costs of
global warming are increasing each
year.

The minority party seems to believe
that average Americans should bear
that cost, not those who create the pol-
lution in the first place.

The business community understands
we cannot bear the economic costs of
inaction. Companies including eBay,
Nike, Starbucks, Levi Strauss,
Symantec, Johnson & Johnson and oth-
ers have formed a Business for Climate
and Innovative Energy Policy Coali-
tion, known as BICEP, to advocate for
clean energy legislation that reduces
greenhouse gas pollution. It auctions
100 percent of pollution permits, estab-
lishes a renewable electricity standard
and invests in job creation. Those busi-
nesses support clean energy jobs legis-
lation both to spur economic growth
and to avoid the costs associated with
global warming, which will reach at
least $271 billion, it is estimated, by
2025 if we do not act.

Now is the time to pass legislation
that spurs jobs creation, reduces green-
house gas pollution and puts money
back in the pockets of the people who
are suffering as a result of the failed
economic policies of the Republican ad-
ministration that just left town.
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Mr. Speaker, as we consider the
American Clean Energy and Security
Act, we must ensure that we will make
polluters pay and use the revenue to
invest in job creation here at home and
give a climate rebate to all Americans.

———

INFORMED CONSUMER CHOICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, as we
work to ensure every American has ac-
cess to affordable choices of public or
private health care coverage, we must
also give them the tools to make in-
formed choices about that coverage, to
make sure that we will truly provide
adequate protection in case they ever
get sick.

We have all heard stories, sometimes
tragic stories, about Americans who
thought their health care coverage was
comprehensive, only to realize that it
had huge gaps once they actually got
sick. Take the story of Jim Stacey,
from Fayetteville, North Carolina. In
2000, Mr. Stacey and his wife bought a
plan with a lifetime maximum payout
of up to $1 million per person. Then he
learned he had prostate cancer. But the
policy paid only $1,480 of the more than
$17,000 in treatment costs.

The simple fact is that right now,
what you see is not what you get as a
customer trying to decide on a health
care plan. According to one recent
study from Georgetown University,
health insurance plans that look simi-
lar up front with similar copays,
deductibles and so-called ‘‘out-of-pock-
et limits” can actually result in dras-
tically different out-of-pocket expenses
at the end of the day. And yet because
that information is buried in legalese,
or simply left out altogether, the con-
sumer cannot tell the difference before
it is too late.

Mr. Speaker, when we buy cars, com-
puters, even cereal, we know what we
are getting and how much it will cost.
And yet when it comes to purchasing
health care coverage today, families
are too often kept in the dark about
what kind of care their plan covers or
what out-of-pocket costs they may face
in the case of a serious illness.

Health insurance is one of the most
expensive products Americans buy.
Consumers and employers pay on aver-
age over $12,000 for it every single year.
And yet we still expect them to make
critical decisions about their health
and well-being without all the informa-
tion they need. You or I would never
buy a car without first looking at its
crash test ratings or knowing what
kind of safety features it had. It is all
laid out right on the sticker. Yet when
it comes to health insurance, the most
important information is simply not
there.

And in a system where costs continue
to skyrocket, the consequences have
been devastating. Bad coverage and
hidden exclusions can bankrupt people.
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Sixty-one percent of working age
adults who had problems paying med-
ical bills or were paying off medical
debt in 2007 actually had health insur-
ance at the time the care was provided.

That is why I plan to introduce the
Informed Consumer Choices in Health
Care Act to promote transparency in
coverage and to provide crucial data to
consumers and health care providers.

The American Cancer Society Cancer
Action Network, the American Heart
Association, Families USA, and the
Campaign For America’s Future en-
dorse this legislation to promote con-
sistent information standards, provide
long-overdue data and resources for
consumers and create a new Office of
Health Insurance Oversight within the
Department of Health and Human
Services to administer accountability
and transparency initiatives in coordi-
nation with State insurance regu-
lators.

It is a simple idea that better infor-
mation makes better consumers, and in
the end, healthier families as well.
That is what the Informed Consumer
Choices in Health Care Act is all about.
I hope you will join me in empowering
consumers to make the right choices
for themselves and their families to
make sure that they can truly count on
their health care coverage.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 50
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

0 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

For us to approach You in prayer,
Lord, does not mean we have exhausted
all of our own energies and so now are
forced to turn to You. You do not exist
only on the edge of our outer limits.

Rather, Lord, You are at the very
center of all existence. In prayer we
simply become more aware of Your
presence at every moment and in ev-
erything we do.

Lord, through our prayer, all reality
and all our responsibilities take on new
dimensions. In the midst of everything
we discover the joy of Your creative
presence and faithful love.

You bless the day. You bless Con-
gress and this Nation both now and for-
ever.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
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ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. RICHARD-
SON) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. RICHARDSON led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

THOU SHALT NOT ASK

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. With the rash of
crime by foreign nationals in the city
of Houston, coupled with the recent
shooting of two Houston police officers
by illegals that were previously de-
ported, the Houston Police Officers
Union wants to end the archaic, absurd
policy of not questioning people about
their immigration status.

President Gary Blankenship of the
union bluntly says, ‘“My guys are tired
of dealing with criminal aliens. The se-
verity of the crime is escalating’. He
advocates weeding out dangerous
criminals from the illegal community.
He clearly says he doesn’t want to
round up the 400,000 illegals in the
Greater Houston sanctuary commu-
nity—just capture criminal illegals.

But whoa there! You can’t do that,
saith the mayor and the open border
crowd. That’s insulting. That’s prob-
ably racial profiling. The nerve of the
police to ask people their legal status.
That might scare them. And that’s the
Federal Government’s job.

So Houston will continue the policy
of “Thou Shalt Not Ask’, and, for po-
litical expediency, prefer the desires of
the illegal community over the safety
of the police, the citizens, and the legal
immigrants.

And that’s just the way it is.

NO RAISE FOR SENIORS, BUT THE
ONE FOR CONGRESS STAYS?

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. For the first time in
more than 30 years, Social Security re-
cipients will not get a cost of living ad-
justment in 2010 or in 2011, yet most
will pay increasing premiums for part
B and D of Medicare. This is the first
Social Security check cut since 1975!

So let me get this straight—mo raise
for seniors on a fixed income, but an
automatic pay raise for Congress.
What’s wrong with this picture?

We’re telling our seniors to make it
on less while we are shelling out mil-
lions to protect animals such as the
Brolga crane and the Iberian lynx—spe-
cies not even found in the United
States.
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We’re forcing our seniors to choose
between food and medicine, but we are
approving $3 trillion in spending and
budgets that will double the national
deficit in 5 years and triple it in 10
years. On top of this Social Security
pay cut, we are raising utility costs to
seniors by an average of $250 a month
through cap-and-trade.

Where are the priorities among the
liberals in this country? Certainly not
with the elderly and disabled on fixed
incomes.

———

A REAL DISCUSSION ON HEALTH
CARE

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. The American peo-
ple want both sides of the aisle work-
ing together to help lower the cost of
health care. However, according to a
story in today’s New York Times, even
all but a few Democrats, in addition to
Republicans, are being left out of the
talks.

Some Washington Democrats are
more concerned with implementing a
government-run, bureaucratic health
care system than achieving real solu-
tions. Working together, we can lower
the cost of health care in America
while increasing access to a doctor and
high-quality care.

Both sides have good answers, which
we should consider. However, a silver
bullet does not exist to solve all the
problems. Compromise and common
sense could produce results—such as
lower costs, better access to a doctor,
and coverage for all. And that’s what
we should be working toward.

Health care is a complex issue that
affects individuals and businesses,
young and old—everyone. And that’s
why it’s more important than ever to
work together to come up with good
policies that will help the American
people. They want us to work together
to achieve real solutions—and that’s
what we should be working to, Madam
Speaker.

——————

THE STIMULUS PACKAGE

(Mr. REHBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. REHBERG. Across the country,
we’'re seeing problems with the so-
called ‘‘stimulus package.”” When I
voted against this bill, I warned that
time would reveal its inherent flaws.

While Americans were told that
spending almost $1 trillion would cre-
ate jobs, unemployment continues to
rise. It would make sense to spend
stimulus money in the hardest hit
counties, but the Associated Press re-
ports that’s not what’s happening.

Instead, the massive and inflexible
bill is causing waste. The Billings Ga-
zette reported that a new Federal
courthouse in Billings, Montana, will
cost taxpayers an additional $45 mil-
lion as a result of the stimulus rules.
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And now, Americans are denied the
transparency we were promised. USA
Today reports that the Web site meant
to allow us to track every dime of
stimulus spending won’t be up and run-
ning for another 5 months. How many
more jobs will we lose while we’re wait-
ing? How much more money will we
waste? We can’t afford any more of
these flawed policies.

———
0 1415

NEWS REPORTERS JOIN THE
OBAMA ADMINISTRATION

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, the news industry faces a new
threat to its job force—the Obama ad-
ministration.

A senior producer at CNN announced
last week that she will take a press
secretary position in the Obama ad-
ministration. She joins at least nine
other reporters from such news outlets
as The Washington Post, Los Angeles
Times, Time magazine, CBS, ABC News
and CNN who have left their jobs to
join the administration.

It will be an easy transition for these
former journalists since their primary
job responsibility, supporting the
Obama administration, remains essen-
tially the same.

The bad news for Americans is that
the line between objective journalism
and partisan politics continues to be
blurred. If the media wants to restore
their credibility, they should act as ob-
jective observers, not seek jobs in the
Obama administration.

————

MISSILE DEFENSE FUNDING CUTS

(Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Madam
Speaker, missile defense is critical to
the protection of our Nation. It re-
quires constant improvement and inno-
vation in order to meet the growing
challenges by those who may wish to
destroy us.

Iran is currently focused on devel-
oping nuclear weapons, and North
Korea is hard at work, extending its
military capability into space and, cor-
respondingly, achieving a status where
they can pose a threat to the security
of the United States.

Some 25 countries and counting are
acquiring domestic missiles, many ca-
pable of carrying weapons of mass de-
struction. Despite all this, the Obama
administration plans to cut the Missile
Defense Agency’s budget for fiscal year
2010 by $1.4 billion.

The reduction in missile defense
should be of concern to all Americans.
Without an investment in missile de-
fense today, given the complexity of
the science and engineering involved in
developing new systems, we will not be
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able to respond to the threats to the
United States of tomorrow.

TARP FRAUD

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, with
$590 billion or 84 percent of the author-
ized troubled asset relief funds having
already been handed out to Wall
Street, the TARP Inspector General,
Neil Barofsky, issued a 250-page report
that recommended transparency and
that all TARP recipients be made to
detail how they will use bailout dollars
and safeguard a new mortgage rescue
effort against scams.

But 84 percent of the funds have al-
ready been given away. To call for
greater transparency at this stage in
the game is well beyond a day late and
a dollar short.

However, what is encouraging is that
the Inspector General, amid reports of
rampant fraud, has realized and em-
braced his legal power and has insti-
tuted 20 criminal investigations and six
audits.

In addition, he has begun to ask
tough questions and look into who,
quote, sought to influence decision-
making by Treasury or bank regu-
lators. Bold and encouraging words as
The New York Times reported that
Secretary Geithner has more than cor-
dial relationships with many of the
TARP recipient CEOs.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
RICHARDSON) laid before the House the
following communication from the
Clerk of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 12, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
May 11, 2009 at 2:33 p.m. and said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
submits the Updated Summary Tables, the
Analytical Perspectives, and the Historical
Tables to his Fiscal Year 2010 Budget.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
LORRAINE C. MILLER,
Clerk of the House.

————

TRANSMITTAL OF ADDITIONAL
FISCAL YEAR 2010 BUDGET DOCU-
MENTS—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 111-3)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
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to the Committee on Appropriations
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

I transmit herewith the following
volumes, which together complete my
Fiscal Year 2010 Budget: Analytical
Perspectives, Historical Tables, and
Updated Summary Tables.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 11, 2009.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

SUPPORTING IEEE ENGINEERING
THE FUTURE DAY

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
413) supporting the goals and ideals of
“IEEE Engineering the Future’ Day
on May 13, 2009, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 413

Whereas IEEE is the world’s largest tech-
nical professional society, with more than
375,000 members, including more than 210,000
members in the United States;

Whereas IEEE members are engineers, sci-
entists, and other professionals whose tech-
nical interests are rooted in electrical and
computer sciences, engineering, and related
disciplines;

Whereas IEEE’s core purpose is to foster
technological innovation and excellence for
the benefit of humanity;

Whereas IEEE traces its roots to the
founding of the American Institute of Elec-
trical Engineers (AIEE) on May 13, 1884;

Whereas renowned inventor and entre-
preneur Thomas Alva Edison was a founder
of AIEE;

Whereas notable presidents of the IEEE
and its founding organizations include Alex-
ander Graham Bell, Charles Proteus Stein-
metz, Lee De Forest, William R. Hewlett,
and Ivan Getting;

Whereas AIEE merged with the Institute of
Radio Engineers in 1963 to form IEEE;

Whereas IEEE maintains a vast library of
technical publications;

Whereas more than 100,000 technical pro-
fessionals attend the more than 300 con-
ferences sponsored or cosponsored by IEEE
each year;

Whereas IEEE is a leader in the develop-
ment of international standards that support
many of today’s products and services, with
an active portfolio of nearly 1,300 standards
and projects under development;

Whereas IEEE provides learning opportuni-
ties within the engineering sciences with the
goal of ensuring the growth of skill and
knowledge among the technical profession;

Whereas IEEE provides a forum for profes-
sionals to interact, collaborate, and generate
new ideas and concepts;
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Whereas IEEE seeks to attract the best
and brightest to use their skills and experi-
ence and apply technology to benefit society
and help solve humanitarian issues;

Whereas “‘IEEE Engineering the Future”
Day will be held by IEEE on May 13, 2009, to
recognize the contributions and impact that
IEEE, its members, and engineering and
technology professionals have made and to
raise public awareness of the diverse oppor-
tunities available in different technology
fields;

Whereas revolutionary advances in infor-
mation technology, biotechnology, nano-
technology, and other fields are reshaping
the global economy; and

Whereas the United States must continue
its efforts to maintain its leadership in
science, technology, and innovation: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the importance of engineer-
ing and technology to meeting our Nation’s
most pressing challenges;

(2) congratulates IEEE on its 125th anni-
versary; and

(3) supports the goals and ideals of “IEEE
Engineering the Future’ Day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. GORDON) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ-
BALART) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 413, the resolution now
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself as much time
as I may consume.

I rise today in support of H. Res. 413,
supporting the goals and ideals of IEEE
Engineering the Future Day on May 13,
2009.

I want to thank my good friend from
Florida (Mr. STEARNS) for working
with me to introduce this resolution.
Mr. STEARNS holds a degree in elec-
trical engineering and served in the Air
Force as an aerospace engineer. So I
think his sponsorship of this resolution
is very appropriate.

The IEEE is the world’s largest tech-
nical professional society, with more
than 375,000 members worldwide, in-
cluding 210,000 in the United States. It
is made up primarily of engineers, sci-
entists, engineering professors, com-
puter and technical professionals. The
organization’s core purpose is to foster
technological innovation and excel-
lence for the benefit of humanity.

IEEE supports programs that im-
prove K-12 science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics education
and technical literacy. Its vast library
of technical publications, worldwide
conferences and global standards make
it a powerful force for technological
leadership.
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To celebrate its 125th anniversary,
IEEE will hold the IEEE Engineering
the Future Day tomorrow, May 13, 2009,
to recognize the contributions and im-
pact that IEEE, its members, and the
engineering and technological profes-
sions have made, and to raise public
awareness of the diverse opportunities
available in different technological
fields.

I ask my colleagues to help pass H.
Res. 413, to recognize the importance of
engineering and technology in meeting
our Nation’s most pressing challenges;
congratulate IEEE on its 125th anni-
versary; and support the goals and
ideas of the IEEE Engineering the Fu-
ture Day on May 13.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, I would yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

I rise today to support House Resolu-
tion 413, supporting the goals and
ideals of IEEE Engineering the Future
Day on May 13, 2009.

IEEE, as the Chairman has said, is a
nonprofit organization and the world’s
leading professional association for the
advancement of technology. It’s a lead-
ing authority on areas ranging from
aerospace systems, computers, tele-
communications, biomedical engineer-
ing, electrical power and consumer
electronics, just among many.

Today IEEE has more than 375,000
members, including nearly 80,000 stu-
dent members in more than 160 coun-
tries around the world. These members
rely on IEEE as a source of technical
and professional information. They
rely on them for resources and also for
a number of different services.

IEEE Engineering the Future Day
will be held by IEEE tomorrow, May 13,
2009, to recognize the contributions and
impact that that organization, its
members, and engineering and tech-
nology professionals have made over
the last 125 years, and to raise public
awareness, Madam Speaker, of the di-
verse opportunities available in many,
many different technological fields.

Madam Speaker, I would then ask my
colleagues to join me in supporting
this resolution, honoring this special
day and anniversary.

At this time I will reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, I yield such time as he may
consume to my friend from Florida
(Mr. STEARNS), a cosponsor of this reso-
lution.

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, let
me thank the gentleman from Ten-
nessee, the Chairman of the Committee
on Science and Technology, for his
hard work and his kindness and for let-
ting me have this bill on the floor so
promptly.

I also thank my colleague from Flor-
ida for his introduction and kind
words.

This legislation, which I introduced
with my good friend Chairman GORDON,
obviously congratulates the IEEE on
its 1256th anniversary and recognizes
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May 13, 2009, as the IEEE Engineering
the Future Day.

My colleagues, IEEE is a renowned
international not-for-profit profes-
sional organization whose core purpose
is to foster technological innovation
and excellence for the benefit of hu-
manity.

As mentioned, with more than 210,000
members in the TUnited States and
more than 375,000 members in over 160
countries, the IEEE is the world’s larg-
est professional society for the ad-
vancement of technology. Their mem-
bership includes engineers, scientists
and other professionals whose tech-
nical interests are rooted in electrical
and computer sciences, engineering and
related disciplines.

The IEEE as we know it today was
formed by the merger of the Institute
of Radio Engineers, which was founded
in 1912, and the American Institute of
Electrical Engineers, which was found-
ed on May 13, 1884 by renowned inven-
tor and distinguished entrepreneur
Thomas Edison. Other notable past
presidents of the IEEE and its founding
institutions include well-known sci-
entists Alexander Graham Bell, Charles
Steinmetz, Lee De Forest, William
Hewlett and Ivan Getting.

The IEEE’s name was originally an
acronym for the Institute of Electrical
and Electronic Engineers. Today the
organization’s scope of interest has ex-
panded into so many related fields that
it is simply referred to as the letters
IEEE.

Through its global membership,
IEEE is a leading authority on areas
ranging from aerospace systems, com-
puters and telecommunications to bio-
medical engineering, electric power
and consumer electronics, among oth-
ers. Most IEEE members are electrical
engineers, computer engineers and
computer scientists, but the organiza-
tion’s wide scope of interest has at-
tracted engineers in a lot of other dis-
ciplines, including mechanical and
civil engineering as well as biologists,
physicists and mathematicians.

The IEEE’s constitution defines the
purpose of this organization as, quote,
scientific and educational, directed to-
ward the advancement of the theory
and practice of electrical, electronics,
communications and computer engi-
neering, as well as computer science,
the allied branches of engineering and
the related arts and sciences, all en-
compassing.
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My colleagues, in pursuing these
goals, the IEEE serves as a major pub-
lisher of some 144 scientific journals
and magazines and a sponsor of more
than 300 conferences annually. It is
also a leading developer of industrial
standards that support many of today’s
products and services, with an active
portfolio of nearly 1,300 standards and
projects under development in a broad
range of disciplines, including electric
power and energy, biomedical tech-
nology and health care, information
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technology, information assurance,
telecommunications, consumer elec-
tronics, transportation, aerospace, and
most importantly, nanotechnology, the
wave of the future.

IEEE also develops and participates
in educational activities such as ac-
creditation of electrical engineering
programs in all of our institutes of
higher learning in this country. To fos-
ter an interest in the engineering pro-
fession, IEEE serves student members
in colleges and universities around the
world with more than 1,600 student
branches in almost 500 student branch
chapters at colleges and universities in
80 countries.

The goal of the IEEE educational
program is to ensure the growth, the
skill and knowledge in the electricity-
related technical professions and to
foster individual commitment to con-
tinuing education among IEEE mem-
bers, the engineering and scientific
communities, and, of course, the gen-
eral public.

As mentioned by the distinguished
chairman, I am an electrical engineer.
I was a member of IEEE in college, and
I'm now presently a member. I was an
aerospace engineer in the Air Force, a
captain in the Air Force during launch-
ing of satellites from Vandenberg Air
Force Base. I'm very proud of the back-
ground I have. It sometimes helps me
in trying to understand the intricacies
in analysis here in Congress.

So I urge my colleagues to join me
and recognize the simple and powerful
contributions and impact the IEEE has
in this country and its members and
engineering and technology profes-
sionals who have made accomplish-
ments here in the United States and
continue to support their goals and
ideals of IEEE engineering, the future
day, on May 13, 2009.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. We have
no further speakers. I reserve the time.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, after listening to
the words of the sponsor, I don’t think
anything else needs to be said, so I will
yield back the remaining part of my
time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, I will conclude by thanking
Mr. STEARNS, my friend from Florida,
for introducing this resolution. 125
years is a long time in the history of
this country, and certainly to originate
out of Thomas Edison demonstrates
this is a very important organization. I
thank Mr. STEARNS for bringing this to
our attention.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to support this resolution
put forth by my colleague Representative
CLIFF STEARNS. H. Res. 413, “Supporting the
goals and ideals of ‘IEEE Engineering Future’
Day on May 13, 2009” will recognize the im-
portance of engineering and technology in
meeting the nation’s most pressing chal-
lenges.

This institution has a rich history, which
traces its roots to the founding of the Amer-
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers (AIEE) on
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May 13, 1884. The renowned inventor and en-
trepreneur Thomas Alva Edison was the
founder of AIEE. Other notable presidents of
the IEEE and its founding organizations in-
clude Alexander Graham Bell, Charles Proteus
Steinmetz, Lee De Forest, William R. Hewlett,
and lvan Getting.

Through its global membership, IEEE is a
leading authority on areas ranging from aero-
space systems, computers and telecommuni-
cations to biomedical engineering, electric
power, and consumer electronics among oth-
ers.

As technologies and the industries increas-
ingly transcended national boundaries, |IEEE
kept pace and became a truly global institu-
tion. Over the years, IEEE used the innova-
tions of the practitioners it represented to en-
hance its own excellence in delivering prod-
ucts and services to members, industries, and
the public at large. Publications and edu-
cational programs were delivered online.
IEEE’s member services such as renewal and
elections were also delivered online.

The IEEE publishes nearly a third of the
world’s technical literature in electrical engi-
neering, computer science and electronics.
This includes about 130 journals, transactions
and magazines and over 400 conference pro-
ceedings published annually. In cooperation
with John Wiley and Sons, Inc., the IEEE also
produces technical books, monographs,
guides and textbooks. IEEE journals are con-
sistently among the most highly cited in elec-
trical and electronics engineering, tele-
communications and other technical fields.

IEEE is the world’s largest technical profes-
sional society. By 2008, IEEE had 375,000
members in 160 countries and more than
210,000 members in the United States. The
United States must continue its efforts to
maintain its leadership in science, technology,
and innovation as revolutionary advances in
information technology, biotechnology, nano-
technology, and other fields are reshaping the
global economy.

IEEE’s core purpose is to foster techno-
logical innovation and excellence for the ben-
efit of humanity. As a leader in the develop-
ment of international standards that support
many of today’s products and services, with
an active portfolio of nearly 1,300 standards
and projects under development, this non prof-
it organization attracts the best and brightest
to use their skills and experience and apply
technology to benefit society and help solve
humanitarian issues. In addition, IEEE pro-
vides learning opportunities within the engi-
neering sciences with the goal of ensuring the
growth of skill and knowledge among the tech-
nical profession as well as a forum for profes-
sionals to interact, collaborate, and generate
new ideas and concepts.

This Congress should recognize that IEEE
is essential to the global technical community
and to technical professionals everywhere.
The IEEE is universally recognized for the
contributions of technology and of technical
professionals in improving global conditions. |
congratulate IEEE on its 125th anniversary
and support the goals and ideals of ‘IEEE En-
gineering the Future’ Day and | urge my col-
leagues to support them as well.

Mr. HOLT. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
support of H. Res. 413, which recognizes the
goals and ideals of IEEE Engineering the Fu-
ture Day. IEEE traces its roots to the founding
of the American Institute of Electrical Engi-
neers (AIEE) on May 13, 1884, at a time when
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the ability to harness electricity for useful pur-
poses was in its infancy. Since then, electrical
power has become central to our way of life,
and technologies based on electronics have
become ubiquitous. The AIEE evolved to re-
flect these changes, first by joining with the In-
stitute of Radio Engineers to become the Insti-
tute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
and later by shortening the organization’s offi-
cial name to IEEE in recognition of the fact
that technical fields were transcending tradi-
tional definitions and boundaries. Still, the
overarching goal of the organization—to apply
technology and innovation for the benefit of
humanity—has remained constant from the
beginning. IEEE has become a global profes-
sional organization with 375,000 members in
160 countries. It sponsors hundreds of con-
ferences and professional meetings annually,
maintains an electronic library of technical
publications, develops international technical
standards, hosts educational and professional
development programs, and provides a forum
for professional interactions and collabora-
tions. As we look to the future, we will rely in-
creasingly on science, engineering, and tech-
nology to help us meet our energy challenges,
safeguard our environment, grow our econ-
omy, and improve our quality of life. | hope
that IEEE’s Engineering the Future Day will
raise awareness about how science and tech-
nology affects our daily lives and about the
many opportunities available to technical pro-
fessionals. | congratulate IEEE and its mem-
bers on the organization’s 125th anniversary
and past achievements, and | look forward to
all of its future contributions.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GORDON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 413.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, on that I demand
the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

SUPPORTING NATIONAL
HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS WEEK

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
387) supporting the goals and ideals of
National Hurricane Preparedness
Week.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 387

Whereas the Atlantic and central Pacific
hurricane season begins June 1, 2009, and
ends November 30, 2009, and the eastern Pa-
cific hurricane season runs from May 15,
2009, through November 30, 2009;
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Whereas an average of 11 tropical storms
develop per year over the Atlantic Ocean,
the Caribbean Sea, and the Gulf of Mexico,
and an average of 6 of these storms become
hurricanes;

Whereas in an average 3-year period,
roughly 5 hurricanes strike the coastlines of
the United States, sometimes resulting in
multiple deaths, and 2 of these hurricanes
are typically labeled ‘‘major’ or ‘‘intense”’
category 3 hurricanes, as measured on the
Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale;

Whereas millions of Americans face great
risks from tropical storms and hurricanes, as
50 percent of Americans live along the coast
and millions of tourists visit the oceans each
year;

Whereas the 2008 Atlantic hurricane season
included 16 named storms, including 8 hurri-
canes, 5 of which were category 3 or higher;

Whereas during a hurricane, homes, busi-
nesses, public buildings, and infrastructure
may be damaged or destroyed by heavy rain,
strong winds, and storm surge;

Whereas damage from a hurricane is usu-
ally substantial, as debris can break windows
and doors, roads and bridges can be washed
away, homes can be flooded, and destructive
tornadoes can occur well away from the
storm’s center;

Whereas experts at the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s National
Hurricane Center and the National Weather
Service agree that it is critical for all people
to know if they live in an area prone to hur-
ricanes, to figure out their home’s vulner-
ability in the event of a storm surge, flood-
ing, and heavy winds, and to develop a writ-
ten family disaster plan based on this knowl-
edge;

Whereas the National Hurricane Center
recommends that people in areas prone to
hurricanes prepare a personal evacuation
plan that identifies ahead of time several op-
tions of places to go in the event of evacu-
ation, the telephone numbers of these places,
and a local road map;

Whereas the National Hurricane Center
recommends that people in areas prone to
hurricanes prepare a disaster supply kit be-
fore hurricane season begins that includes a
first aid kit with essential medications,
canned food, a can opener, at least 3 gallons
of water per person per day for 3 to 7 days,
protective clothing, rain gear, bedding or
sleeping bags, a battery-powered radio, a
flashlight, extra batteries, special items for
infants, elderly, or disabled family members,
and written instructions on how to turn off
electricity, gas, and water in the event au-
thorities advise these actions;

Whereas the National Hurricane Center
recommends that citizens know that a ‘‘hur-
ricane watch’ means conditions are possible
in the specified area, usually within 36 hours,
and a ‘‘hurricane warning’’ means hurricane
conditions are expected in the specified area,
usually within 24 hours;

Whereas in the event of a hurricane warn-
ing, the National Hurricane Center rec-
ommends people listen to the advice of local
officials, evacuate if told to do so, complete
preparedness activities, stay indoors and
away from windows, be alert for tornadoes,
and be aware that the calm ‘‘eye’” of the
storm does not mean the storm is over;

Whereas in the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, in-
land flooding was responsible for more than
half the deaths associated with tropical
storms and hurricanes in the United States;

Whereas the National Weather Service rec-
ommends that when a hurricane threatens
the United States, people in potential flood
zones evacuate if told to do so, keep abreast
of road conditions through the news media,
move to a safe area before access is cut off
by flood water, develop a flood emergency
action plan, and do not attempt to cross
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flowing water in an automobile, because as
little as 6 inches of water may cause one to
lose control of the vehicle;

Whereas the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration provides more de-
tailed information about hurricanes and hur-
ricane preparedness via its website, http:/
www.nhc.noaa.gov/ HAW2/; and

Whereas National Hurricane Preparedness
Week will be the week of May 24 through 30,
2009: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Hurricane Preparedness Week;

(2) encourages the staff of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
especially the National Weather Service and
the National Hurricane Center, and other ap-
propriate Federal agencies, to continue their
outstanding work of educating people in the
United States about hurricane preparedness;
and

(3) urges the people of the United States to
recognize such a week as an opportunity to
learn more about the work of the National
Hurricane Center in forecasting hurricanes
and educating citizens about the potential
risks of the storms.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. GORDON) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ-
BALART) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on H. Res.
387, the resolution now under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, on June 1, hurricane
season begins in the Atlantic Ocean.
Noted hurricane forecasters at Colo-
rado State University have predicted
an above-average year for tropical
storms and hurricanes for 2009. It is,
therefore, very timely to consider this
resolution recognizing the importance
of Hurricane Preparedness Week. As
the tragedy of Katrina in 2005 showed
us, it is not just the strength of the
storm that determines the destruction
on the ground. Just as important is the
preparedness of the communities that
are impacted.

Katrina took almost 1,500 lives and
caused damages totaling $81 billion. It
was the one of the costliest natural dis-
asters in the Nation’s history. How-
ever, Katrina, a category 3 storm at
landfall, was not an especially powerful
storm. In fact, there were three other
category 3 storms that struck the U.S.
in 2005, but none of them caused the
same level of damage and destruction.

This is a sobering lesson in the im-
portance of hurricane preparedness. It
is wvitally important that Federal,
State and local governments work to-
gether to better prepare the coastal
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communities for these powerful
storms. And I want to thank my friend
from Florida who has firsthand knowl-
edge of these problems, Mr. DIAZ-
BALART, for introducing this important
resolution.

I urge my colleagues to support it.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, I yield myself as
much time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, before I talk about
this issue, I would like to thank Chair-
man GORDON, once again, and also
Ranking Member HALL and also their
staffs for allowing this timely resolu-
tion to move forward so quickly. As
the chairman has just said, the time is
right for this resolution once again.

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 387, which is to support the goals
and ideals of National Hurricane Pre-
paredness Week as established by the
National Hurricane Center. Hurricane
Preparedness Week begins on the 24th
of May and lasts through the 30th of
May of 2009. Now, in less than 2 weeks,
Madam Speaker, on the 1st of June, un-
fortunately, we mark the beginning of
yet another hurricane season in the At-
lantic and central Pacific Oceans. Hur-
ricane season lasts a long, long 6
months until November 30.

The goal of Hurricane Preparedness
Week is to inform the public about hur-
ricanes, their hazards, and to provide
knowledge that, frankly, we can use
and that hopefully all of us can use to
take action now, to be ready now be-
fore the hurricanes hit. We must be
ready. This information can be used to
save property and, most importantly,
it can be used to save lives. As the
chairman himself said, we have too
often seen what these storms can do.

Now, although the Federal Govern-
ment plays a critical role before and
after a storm, we have to do our part.
We have to be ready ourselves. And it
is the hope that the residents, particu-
larly in areas that are hurricane prone,
will prepare themselves and their fami-
lies for this before this hurricane sea-
son starts.

History teaches us that a lack of hur-
ricane awareness and preparation are,
unfortunately, common threads among
all hurricanes and major disasters. For
instance, one of the biggest lessons
learned from the recent wave of hurri-
canes is that the residents need to have
enough supplies to take care of them-
selves and their families for at least 3
days after one of these storms makes
landfall. Oftentimes, 1local govern-
ments are trying to keep order. They
are trying to take care of really basic
essentials right after a storm, so,
therefore, it is important that each and
every one of us have a plan, that we
prepare and that we can be self-suffi-
cient for those 3 days. Again, millions
of Americans face great risk from trop-
ical storms and hurricanes. More than
50 percent of all Americans live along
the coast, which again just shows you
how grave that risk can be.

Now, the statistics associated with
hurricanes are staggering. An average
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of 11 tropical storms develop each year
over the Atlantic Ocean or the Carib-
bean or the Gulf of Mexico. Six of these
storms will, unfortunately, become
hurricanes. Now, look, we just hope
that they don’t make landfall, and
they can just slide by, and we can just
kiss them goodbye. But we can’t be
sure that will happen, so we have to be
ready.

Last year, unfortunately, several
storms made landfall along the eastern
and gulf coast, including Tropical
Storm Fay, Hurricanes Gustav, Hanna
and Ike. And as we have learned in the
past few years, hurricanes pose, again,
a serious, serious threat to our coun-
try. These massive storms can result in
casualties and millions of dollars or,
frankly, billions of dollars in economic
damage and destruction.

During a hurricane, homes and busi-
nesses and other buildings can be dam-
aged by heavy rain, by strong winds
and by storm surge, which is one of the
worst problems and a real Killer. Tor-
nadoes can strike after these storms or
during the storms, and oftentimes
power can be wiped out for days, if not
weeks.

Experts at the NOAA’s National Hur-
ricane Center agree that there are
some critical things that have to be
done. Obviously, first, is to determine
if you live in a hurricane-prone area,
then know your home’s vulnerabilities
to either storm surge or flooding or
wind and develop a written, a real fam-
ily disaster plan based on this knowl-
edge. And make sure that everybody in
the family knows how to make that
plan work and knows about it.

Once you determine, again, how vul-
nerable you really are to a hurricane,
the National Hurricane Center rec-
ommends that people in hurricane-
prone areas assemble a disaster supply
kit before the hurricane season, not be-
fore a storm comes, but now before the
hurricane season is even upon us; a
first aid kit and essential medications,
nonperishable food items such as
canned goods, at least 3 gallons of
water per person per day, again for at
least 3 to 7 days, at least 3 days, pref-
erably more; obviously, a battery-pow-
ered radio, a flashlight, extra batteries,
special items including medications if
you need them for infants, for the el-
derly or for disabled family members,
and also making sure that you take
care of pets, as well.

As we have learned in south Florida,
the forecasters, the meteorologists and
the hurricane specialists at National
Hurricane Center who become, frankly,
every year, heroes to all of us who are
in hurricane-prone areas are often the
source of the most valuable informa-
tion on hurricane preparedness. They
spend countless hours and days pro-
viding valuable information and warn-
ings to all those Americans located in
a potential path of a hurricane. Mil-
lions of Americans have come to rely
on their steady advice and counsel, on
their skill, and we thank them for
their vital services.
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Madam Speaker, I urge all Ameri-
cans living in hurricane-prone areas to
use this Hurricane Preparedness Week
as an opportunity to learn more about
the approaching hurricane season, to
prepare before—before, 1 repeat—a
storm threatens.

Once again, I need to thank the
chairman for allowing this resolution
to come here quickly, timely. It is im-
portant, and I want to thank him for
his cooperation, as well as the ranking
member and both staffs.

And with that, I do not think I have
another speaker. I yield back the re-
maining part of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, in conclusion, I want to again
thank Mr. DIAZ-BALART for introducing
this legislation. He understands this in
a very personal way. This resolution
can help save lives.

I urge adoption of the resolution.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GORDON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 387.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

NETWORKING AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2009

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 2020) to amend
the High-Performance Computing Act
of 1991 to authorize activities for sup-
port of networking and information
technology research, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2020

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Networking and
Information Technology Research and Develop-
ment Act of 2009”’.

SEC. 2. PROGRAM PLANNING AND COORDINA-
TION.

(a) PERIODIC REVIEWS.—Section 101 of the
High-Performance Computing Act of 1991 (15
U.S.C. 5511) is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

‘“(d) PERIODIC REVIEWS.—The agencies identi-
fied in subsection (a)(3)(B) shall—

‘(1) periodically assess the contents and fund-
ing levels of the Program Component Areas and
restructure the Program when warranted, tak-
ing into consideration any relevant rec-
ommendations of the advisory committee estab-
lished under subsection (b); and

‘“(2) ensure that the Program includes large-
scale, long-term, interdisciplinary research and
development activities, including activities de-
scribed in section 104.”.

(b) DEVELOPMENT OF STRATEGIC PLAN.—Sec-
tion 101 of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5511) is amended
further by adding after subsection (d), as added
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by subsection (a) of this Act, the following new
subsection:

“(e) STRATEGIC PLAN.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—The agencies identified in
subsection (a)(3)(B), working through the Na-
tional Science and Technology Council and with
the assistance of the National Coordination Of-
fice established under section 102, shall develop,
within 12 months after the date of enactment of
the Networking and Information Technology
Research and Development Act of 2009, and up-
date every 3 years thereafter, a 5-year strategic
plan to guide the activities described under sub-
section (a)(1).

““(2) CONTENTS.—The strategic plan shall
specify mear-term and long-term objectives for
the Program, the anticipated time frame for
achieving the near-term objectives, the metrics
to be used for assessing progress toward the ob-
jectives, and how the Program will—

‘““(A) foster the transfer of research and devel-
opment results into new technologies and appli-
cations for the benefit of society, including
through cooperation and collaborations with
networking and information technology vre-
search, development, and technology transition
initiatives supported by the States;

‘““(B) encourage and support mechanisms for
interdisciplinary research and development in
networking and information technology, includ-
ing through collaborations across agencies,
across Program Component Areas, with indus-
try, with Federal laboratories (as defined in sec-
tion 4 of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology In-
novation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3703)), and with
international organizations;

“(C) address long-term challenges of national
importance for which solutions require large-
scale, long-term, interdisciplinary research and
development;

‘(D) place emphasis on innovative and high-
risk projects having the potential for substantial
societal returns on the research investment;

‘“(E) strengthen all levels of networking and
information technology education and training
programs to ensure an adequate, well-trained
workforce; and

‘“(F) attract more women and underrep-
resented minorities to pursue postsecondary de-
grees in mnetworking and information tech-
nology.

““(3) NATIONAL RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE.—
The strategic plan developed in accordance with
paragraph (1) shall be accompanied by mile-
stones and roadmaps for establishing and main-
taining the national research infrastructure re-
quired to support the Program, including the
roadmap required by subsection (a)(2)(E).

‘““(4) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The entities in-
volved in developing the strategic plan under
paragraph (1) shall take into consideration the
recommendations—

‘““(A) of the advisory committee established
under subsection (b); and

“(B) of the stakeholders whose input was so-
licited by the National Coordination Office, as
required under section 102(b)(3).

‘““(5) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Director of
the National Coordination Office shall transmit
the strategic plan required under paragraph (1)
to the advisory committee, the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate, and the Committee on Science and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives.”’.

(c) ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF DIREC-
TOR.—Section 101(a)(2) of such Act (15 U.S.C.
5511(a)(2)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (E) and
(F) as subparagraphs (F) and (G), respectively;
and

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the
following new subparagraph:

‘“(E) encourage and monitor the efforts of the
agencies participating in the Program to allo-
cate the level of resources and management at-
tention necessary to ensure that the strategic
plan under subsection (e) is developed and exe-
cuted effectively and that the objectives of the
Program are met;”’.
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(d) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Section 101(b)(1)
of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5511(b)(1)) is amended by
inserting after “‘an advisory committee on high-
performance computing,” the following: ‘‘in
which the co-chairs shall be members of the
President’s Council of Advisors on Science and
Technology and with the remainder of the com-
mittee’’.

(e) REPORT.—Section 101(a)(3) of such Act (15
U.S.C. 5511(a)(3)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (C)—

(A) by striking ‘‘is submitted,”’ and inserting
““is submitted, the levels for the previous fiscal
year,”’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘each Program Component
Area;’”’ and inserting ‘‘each Program Component
Area and research area supported in accordance
with section 104;’;

(2) in subparagraph (D)—

(A) by striking ‘‘each Program Component
Area,” and inserting ‘‘each Program Component
Area and research area supported in accordance
with section 104,”’;

(B) by striking ‘‘is submitted,”’ and inserting
““is submitted, the levels for the previous fiscal
year,”’; and

(C) by striking “‘and’ after the semicolon;

(3) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as sub-
paragraph (G); and

(4) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the
following new subparagraphs:

“(E) include a description of how the objec-
tives for each Program Component Area, and
the objectives for activities that involve multiple
Program Component Areas, relate to the objec-
tives of the Program identified in the strategic
plan required under subsection (e);

“(F) include—

‘(i) a description of the funding required by
the National Coordination Office to perform the
functions specified under section 102(b) for the
next fiscal year by category of activity;

“(ii) a description of the funding required by
such Office to perform the functions specified
under section 102(b) for the current fiscal year
by category of activity; and

“‘(iii) the amount of funding provided for such
Office for the current fiscal year by each agency
participating in the Program,; and’’.

(f) DEFINITION.—Section 4 of such Act (15
U.S.C. 5503) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through
(7) as paragraphs (2) through (8), respectively;

(2) by inserting before paragraph (2), as so re-
designated, the following new paragraph:

‘(1) ‘cyber-physical systems’ means physical
or engineered systems whose networking and in-
formation technology functions and physical
elements are deeply integrated and are actively
connected to the physical world through sen-
sors, actuators, or other means to perform moni-
toring and control functions;’’;

(3) in paragraph (4), as so redesignated—

(4) by striking ‘‘high-performance com-
puting”’ and inserting ‘‘networking and infor-
mation technology’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘supercomputer’ and inserting
“high-end computing’’;

(4) in paragraph (6), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘network referred to as’’ and all that
follows through the semicolon and inserting
“network, including advanced computer net-
works of Federal agencies and departments;”’;
and

(5) in paragraph (7), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘National High-Performance Com-
puting Program’ and inserting ‘‘networking
and information technology research and devel-
opment program’’.

SEC. 3. LARGE-SCALE RESEARCH IN AREAS OF NA-
TIONAL IMPORTANCE.

Title I of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5511) is amended
by adding at the end the following new section:
“SEC. 104. LARGE-SCALE RESEARCH IN AREAS OF

NATIONAL IMPORTANCE.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Program shall encour-

age agencies identified in section 101(a)(3)(B) to

H5415

support large-scale, long-term, interdisciplinary
research and development activities in net-
working and information technology directed to-
ward application areas that have the potential
for significant contributions to national eco-
nomic competitiveness and for other significant
societal benefits. Such activities, ranging from
basic research to the demonstration of technical
solutions, shall be designed to advance the de-
velopment of research discoveries. The advisory
committee established under section 101(b) shall
make recommendations to the Program for can-
didate research and development areas for sup-
port under this section.

““(b) CHARACTERISTICS.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—Research and development
activities under this section shall—

““(A) include projects selected on the basis of
applications for support through a competitive,
merit-based process;

““(B) involve collaborations among researchers
in institutions of higher education and indus-
try, and may involve nonprofit research institu-
tions and Federal laboratories, as appropriate;

“(C) when possible, leverage Federal invest-
ments through collaboration with related State
initiatives; and

‘““(D) include a plan for fostering the transfer
of research discoveries and the results of tech-
nology demonstration activities, including from
institutions of higher education and Federal
laboratories, to industry for commercial develop-
ment.

““(2) COST-SHARING.—In selecting applications
for support, the agencies shall give special con-
sideration to projects that include cost sharing
from non-Federal sources.

“(3) AGENCY COLLABORATION.—If 2 or more
agencies identified in section 101(a)(3)(B), or
other appropriate agencies, are working on
large-scale research and development activities
in the same area of national importance, then
such agencies shall strive to collaborate through
joint solicitation and selection of applications
for support and subsequent funding of projects.

““(4) INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH CENTERS.—
Research and development activities under this
section may be supported through interdiscipli-
nary research centers that are organized to in-
vestigate basic research questions and carry out
technology demonstration activities in areas de-
scribed in subsection (a). Research may be car-
ried out through existing interdisciplinary cen-
ters, including those authoriced under section
7024(b)(2) of the America COMPETES Act (Pub-
lic Law 110-69; 42 U.S.C. 18620-10)."".

SEC. 4. CYBER-PHYSICAL SYSTEMS AND INFORMA-
TION MANAGEMENT.

(a) ADDITIONAL PROGRAM CHARACTERISTICS.—
Section 101(a)(1) of such Act (15 U.S.C.
5511(a)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (H), by striking ‘“‘and’
after the semicolon;

(2) in subparagraph (I), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

“(J) provide for increased understanding of
the scientific principles of cyber-physical sys-
tems and improve the methods available for the
design, development, and operation of cyber-
physical systems that are characterized by high
reliability, safety, and security; and

‘“(K) provide for research and development on
human-computer interactions, visualization,
and information management.’’.

(b) TASK FORCE.—Title I of such Act (15
U.S.C. 5511) is amended further by adding after
section 104, as added by section 3, the following
new section:

“SEC. 105. UNIVERSITY/INDUSTRY TASK FORCE.

‘““(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of the Networking
and Information Technology Research and De-
velopment Act of 2009, the Director of the Na-
tional Coordination Office established under
section 102 shall convene a task force to explore
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mechanisms for carrying out collaborative re-
search and development activities for cyber-
physical systems, including the related tech-
nologies required to enable these systems,
through a consortium or other appropriate enti-
ty with participants from institutions of higher
education, Federal laboratories, and industry.

““(b) FUNCTIONS.—The task force shall—

‘(1) develop options for a collaborative model
and an organizational structure for such entity
under which the joint research and development
activities could be planned, managed, and con-
ducted effectively, including mechanisms for the
allocation of resources among the participants
in such entity for support of such activities;

““(2) propose a process for developing a re-
search and development agenda for such entity,
including objectives and milestones;

‘““(3) define the roles and responsibilities for
the participants from institutions of higher edu-
cation, Federal laboratories, and industry in
such entity;

‘“(4) propose guidelines for assigning intellec-
tual property rights and for the transfer of re-
search results to the private sector; and

““(5) make recommendations for how such en-
tity could be funded from Federal, State, and
non-governmental sources.

““(c) COMPOSITION.—In establishing the task
force under subsection (a), the Director of the
National Coordination Office shall appoint an
equal number of individuals from institutions of
higher education and from industry with knowl-
edge and expertise in cyber-physical systems, of
which 2 may be selected from Federal labora-
tories.

‘“‘(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of the Networking and Infor-
mation Technology Research and Development
Act of 2009, the Director of the National Coordi-
nation Office shall transmit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Science and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives a report
describing the findings and recommendations of
the task force.”’.

SEC. 5. NATIONAL COORDINATION OFFICE.

Section 102 of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5512) is
amended to read as follows:

“SEC. 102. NATIONAL COORDINATION OFFICE.

‘““(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Director shall es-
tablish a National Coordination Office with a
Director and full-time staff.

‘““(b) FUNCTIONS.—The National Coordination
Office shall—

‘(1) provide technical and administrative sup-
port to—

‘““(A) the agencies participating in planning
and implementing the Program, including such
support as meeded in the development of the
strategic plan under section 101(e); and

‘““(B) the advisory committee established under
section 101(b);

““(2) serve as the primary point of contact on
Federal networking and information technology
activities for govermment organizations, aca-
demia, industry, professional societies, State
computing and networking technology pro-
grams, interested citizen groups, and others to
exchange technical and programmatic informa-
tion;

““(3) solicit input and recommendations from a
wide range of stakeholders during the develop-
ment of each strategic plan required under sec-
tion 101(e) through the convening of at least 1
workshop with invitees from academia, indus-
try, Federal laboratories, and other relevant or-
ganizations and institutions;

“(4) conduct public outreach, including the
dissemination of findings and recommendations
of the advisory committee, as appropriate; and

““(5) promote access to and early application
of the technologies, innovations, and expertise
derived from Program activities to agency mis-
sions and systems across the Federal Govern-
ment and to United States industry.

““(c) SOURCE OF FUNDING.—
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‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The operation of the Na-
tional Coordination Office shall be supported by
funds from each agency participating in the
Program.

““(2) SPECIFICATIONS.—The portion of the total
budget of such Office that is provided by each
agency for each fiscal year shall be in the same
proportion as each such agency’s share of the
total budget for the Program for the previous
fiscal year, as specified in the report required
under section 101(a)(3).”’.

SEC. 6. IMPROVING NETWORKING AND INFORMA-
TION TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION.

Section 201(a) of such Act (15 U.S.C. 5521(a))
is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through
(4) as paragraphs (3) through (5), respectively;
and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

““(2) the National Science Foundation shall
use its existing programs, in collaboration with
other agencies, as appropriate, to improve the
teaching and learning of networking and infor-
mation technology at all levels of education and
to increase participation in networking and in-
formation technology fields, including by
women and underrepresented minorities;”’.

SEC. 7. CONFORMING AND TECHNICAL AMEND-
MENTS.

(a) SECTION 3.—Section 3 of such Act (15
U.S.C. 5502) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), by
striking ‘‘high-performance computing’ and in-
serting ‘‘nmetworking and information tech-
nology’’;

(2) in paragraph (1), in the matter preceding
subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘high-perform-
ance computing’’ and inserting ‘‘networking
and information technology’’;

(3) in subparagraphs (A) and (F) of para-
graph (1), by striking ‘‘high-performance com-
puting’’ each place it appears and inserting
“networking and information technology’’; and

(4) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘‘high-performance computing
and’’ and inserting ‘‘networking and informa-
tion technology and’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘high-performance computing
network’ and inserting ‘‘networking and infor-
mation technology’.

(b) TiTLE I1.—The heading of title I of such
Act (15 U.S.C. 5511) is amended by striking
“HIGH-PERFORMANCE COMPUTING” and
inserting “‘NETWORKING AND INFORMA-
TION TECHNOLOGY'.

(c) SECTION 101.—Section 101 of such Act (15
U.S.C. 5511) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘mcn-
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(2) in subsection (a)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“NATIONAL HIGH-PERFORMANCE COMPUTING”’
and inserting ‘‘NETWORKING AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT”’;

(B) in paragraph (1) of such subsection—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A),
by striking ‘‘National High-Performance Com-
puting Program’ and inserting ‘‘networking
and information technology research and devel-
opment program’’;

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘high-
performance computing, including networking’’
and inserting ‘‘networking and information
technology’’; and

(iii) in subparagraphs (B), (C), and (G), by
striking ‘‘high-performance’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘high-end’’; and

(C) in paragraph (2) of such subsection—

(i) in subparagraphs (4) and (C)—

(I) by striking ‘‘high-performance computing’’
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘networking
and information technology’’; and

(II) by striking ‘‘development, networking,”’
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘develop-
ment,”’; and
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(ii) in subparagraphs (F) and (G), as redesig-
nated by section 2(c)(1) of this Act, by striking
“high-performance’’ each place it appears and
inserting ‘‘high-end’’;

(3) in subsection (b)(1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (4), by striking ‘‘high-per-
formance computing’’ both places it appears and
inserting ‘‘metworking and information tech-
nology’’; and

(4) in subsection (c)(1)(A), by striking ‘‘high-
performance computing’”’ and inserting ‘‘net-
working and information technology’ .

(d) SECTION 201.—Section 201(a)(1) of such Act
(15 U.S.C. 5521(a)(1)) is amended by striking
“high-performance computing’’ and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘networking;’’ and inserting ‘‘net-
working and information research and develop-
ment;’”’.

(e) SECTION 202.—Section 202(a) of such Act
(15 U.S.C. 5522(a)) is amended by striking
“high-performance computing’’ and inserting
“networking and information technology’.

(f) SECTION 203.—Section 203(a)(1) of such Act
(15 U.S.C. 5523(a)(1)) is amended by striking
“high-performance computing and networking’’
and inserting ‘‘networking and information
technology’.

(9) SECTION 204.—Section 204(a)(1) of such Act
(15 U.S.C. 5524(a)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (4), by striking ‘‘high-
performance computing systems and networks’’
and inserting ‘‘networking and information
technology systems and capabilities’’; and

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘high-
performance computing’’ and inserting ‘‘net-
working and information technology’ .

(h) SECTION 205.—Section 205(a) of such Act
(15 U.S.C. 5525(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘com-
putational’” and inserting ‘‘networking and in-
formation technology’.

(i) SECTION 206.—Section 206(a) of such Act
(15 U.S.C. 5526(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘com-
putational research’ and inserting ‘‘networking
and information technology research’.

(j) SECTION 208.—Section 208 of such Act (15
U.S.C. 5528) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking “‘HIGH-
PERFORMANCE COMPUTING”’ and inserting
“NETWORKING AND INFORMATION TECH-
NOLOGY”’; and

(2) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘High-per-
formance computing and associated’ and insert-
ing ‘‘Networking and information’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘high-per-
formance computing”’ and inserting ‘‘net-
working and information technologies’’;

(C) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘high-per-
formance computers and associated’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘networking and information’’; and

(D) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘‘high-per-
formance computing and associated’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘networking and information’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. GORDON) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ-
BALART) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 2020, the bill now under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.
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H.R. 2020 is a good bipartisan bill
which I and Mr. HALL introduced along
with a number of our committee col-
leagues. H.R. 2020 continues to improve
and update a program that was origi-
nally created in the High-Performance
Computing Act of 1991.

The NITRD program, as it is known,
involves a collaboration of more than
one dozen Federal research and devel-
opment agencies for a current total
Federal investment of approximately
$3.5 billion. This may sound like a lot,
but the European Union is investing $7
billion over the next 5 years in
cyberphysical systems alone.

To ensure we make the most effec-
tive use of our own resources and to re-
main a leader in these fields, it is crit-
ical that these many agencies come to-
gether to develop common goals and
well-defined strategies.

H.R. 2020 strengthens the interagency
planning, coordination and
prioritization for NITRD by requiring
the development and periodic update of
the strategic plan, informed by both in-
dustry and academia. This plan is
meant to create a vision for net-
working and information technology,
R&D, across the Federal Government,
and provides specific metrics for meas-
uring progress toward that vision.

Next, the bill calls for an increased
support of large-scale, long-term inter-
disciplinary research in networking
and information technology that will
help us tackle national challenges.
These large-scale, long-term invest-
ments can provide substantial benefits
to society, such as improving the effec-
tiveness and efficiency of our health
care and energy delivery systems.

Finally, H.R. 2020 promotes partner-
ships between the Federal Government,
academia, and industry to foster tech-
nological transfer. It makes certain
that the existing independent advisory
committee will have the technical
knowledge necessary to guide the pro-
gram, and it ensures that the edu-
cation of the future NITRD force re-
mains an important component of the
program.
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Many organizations support this leg-
islation, including IBM, Association of
Computing Machinery, Computing Re-
search Association, IEEE-USA, and So-
ciety for Industrial and Applied Mathe-
matics.

Our nearly 20-year investment in the
NITRD program has helped create jobs
across all sectors of our economy and
contributed immeasurably to our eco-
nomic and national security.

Given how rapidly these fields evolve,
a comprehensive look at the NITRD
program by Congress is timely. I urge
my colleagues to support H.R. 2020.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to sup-
port H.R. 2020, the Network and Infor-
mation Technology Research and De-
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velopment Act of 2009. The NITRD pro-
gram is the main Federal R&D invest-
ment portfolio in unclassified net-
working, computing, software, cyberse-
curity, and related information tech-
nology.

Networking and information tech-
nology, that technology that is vital
but obviously sometimes drives us all
crazy, sometimes outright batty, but it
plays a critical role in our everyday
lives, often in ways we do not even re-
alize. Federal R&D investment in NIT
has produced such computer break-
throughs as ARPAnet, the forerunner
of the modern Internet, communica-
tions protocols to transmit data over
networks, supercomputing, the Web
browser, and the computer mouse, just
to name a few. Multidisciplinary inno-
vations include the decoding of the
human genome, modeling and simula-
tion of complex physical systems for
aircraft, automobiles, power grids and
pharmaceuticals, near real-time weath-
er forecasting and climate models, and
unmanned aerial vehicles and search
and rescue robots.

Cybersecurity is one of the biggest
security challenges facing our Nation
today. It goes throughout all of our
Federal agencies and even onto our pri-
vate computer systems. This is just
one area that the NITRD program
helps to coordinate our Federal R&D,
but it indicates just how imperative it
is that we continue to support critical
and collaborative research efforts such
as this.

This bipartisan bill, and I again
thank the chairman and also the rank-
ing member for this, this bill author-
izes one of the few formal interagency
R&D activities within the Federal Gov-
ernment and one that has been viewed
as a model of interagency cooperation
and coordination. It is a culmination of
recommendations from the 2007 PCAST
Report on the program, feedback from
numerous organizations, and hearing
witness testimony. Technology has
changed since this program was initi-
ated in the early 1990s. This legislation
updates the underlying statute to re-
flect those changes and helps prepare
us for future innovative opportunities
in NIT.

I want to thank the chairman for
working on this important measure in
such a bipartisan manner. Madam
Speaker, he tends to do that. He is one
of those Members that always tries to
listen to all members of his committee.

I encourage my colleagues to join
me, along with Chairman GORDON,
Ranking Member HALL, and other
members of the Science and Tech-
nology Committee in supporting H.R.
2020.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, we have no further speakers.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Florida for his kind remarks and asso-
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ciating with his description of this
very good bill.

I also want to say a special thanks to
a former staff member of our com-
mittee, Jim Wilson, who was the staff
director for the Research, Science and
Education Committee. One of his last
pieces of work before he left our com-
mittee was to put the framework for
this bill together, and then working to-
gether with the good bipartisan staff
that we have now, we have even a bet-
ter bill. I thank him and I thank our
current staff.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | rise in support of H.R.
2020: the Networking and Information Tech-
nology Research and Development Act of
2009.

Advanced computer networks are the wave
of the future.

As technology has improved, we are better
able to predict the paths of hurricanes, the
force of tsunamis, or even the trajectory of
comets.

Advanced computing is a broad area of ac-
tive research. The Texas Advanced Com-
puting Center, in Austin, has scientists who
are using supercomputers to simulate airflow
and manage shock waves for next-generation,
hypersonic aircraft.

Other researchers there have been working
to understand the process by which enzymes
convert plant matter into energy, with the goal
of creating more efficient enzymes. Then we
could more quickly convert waste to energy.

High speed computers have also enabled
scientists to develop realistic models of the
human lung.

Teams of Texas researchers are working to
develop a new tool to image, understand, and
diagnose how air flows through the thousands
of branching passageways of the lung, and
how abnormalities can lead to illness.

There are so many useful applications for
high speed computers and advanced net-
works.

The federal government invests more than
$3 billion on the Networking and Information
Technology Research and Development
(NITRD) program.

It is essential that such a large investment
is spent wisely.

The President's Council of Advisors on
Science and Technology recently provided
recommendations on how to improve our fed-
eral efforts in computer network research.

A key recommendation was to support high-
risk, multi-disciplinary research. | support this
suggestion.

For far too long, federal investments have
been made in “safe research,” or research
that has a certainty of getting a result.

The negative consequence is that science
moves along at an incremental snail’s pace.

Investments in high-risk research may never
come to fruition or payoff. However we must
support research of this nature.

Scientists must be unfettered to think more
creatively. Then, they have the freedom to
tackle big questions that sometimes take more
time and more experimentation to answer.

As a previous chair of the Research and
Science Education Subcommittee, | have long
been a strong supporter of this kind of re-
search.

| support H.R. 2020 and urge my colleagues
to support it also.
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Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GORDON) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2020, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL NURSES
WEEK

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 192)
recognizing National Nurses Week on
May 6 through May 12, 2009.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 192

Whereas since 1999, National Nurses Week
is celebrated annually from May 6, also
known as National Recognition Day for
Nurses, through May 12, the birthday of
Florence Nightingale, the founder of modern
nursing;

Whereas National Nurses Week is a time of
year to reflect on the important contribu-
tions that nurses make to provide safe, high-
quality healthcare;

Whereas nurses are known to be patient
advocates, acting fearlessly to protect the
lives of those under their care;

Whereas nurses represent the largest single
component of the healthcare profession, with
an estimated population of 2,900,000 reg-
istered nurses in the United States;

Whereas nurses are experienced research-
ers, and their work encompasses a wide scope
of scientific inquiry including clinical re-
search, health systems and outcomes re-
search, and nursing education research;

Whereas nurses provide culturally and eth-
nically competent care and are increasingly
being educated to be sensitive to regional
and community customs of persons needing
care;

Whereas nurses are best positioned to pro-
vide leadership to eliminate healthcare dis-
parities that exist in our Nation;

Whereas nurses help inform and educate
the public to improve the practice of all
nurses and, more importantly, the health
and safety of the patients they care for;

Whereas the American Association of Col-
leges of Nursing (AACN) released prelimi-
nary survey data showing that enrollment in
entry-level baccalaureate nursing programs
increased by only 2 percent from 2007 to 2008,
and though this marks the eighth consecu-
tive year of enrollment growth, the annual
increase in student capacity in 4-year nurs-
ing programs has declined sharply since 2003
when enrollment was up by 16.6 percent;

Whereas United States nursing programs
were forced to reject almost 100,000 qualified
applications to nursing programs according
to the National League for Nursing’s most
recent survey of all prelicensure nursing pro-
grams;

Whereas the nationwide nursing shortage
has caused dedicated nurses to work longer
hours and care for more acutely ill patients;

Whereas nurse educators work on average
more than 57 hours per week in order to en-
sure that each and every new registered
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nurse receives an excellent education, ad-
vancing excellence among the next genera-
tion of nurses;

Whereas nurses are strong allies to Con-
gress as they help inform, educate, and work
closely with legislators to improve the edu-
cation, retention, recruitment, and practice
of all nurses and, more importantly, the
health and safety of the patients they care
for; and

Whereas increased Federal and State sup-
port is needed to enhance existing programs
and create new programs to educate nursing
students at all levels, to increase the number
of faculty members to educate nursing stu-
dents, to create clinical sites and have the
appropriately prepared nurses to teach and
train at those sites, to create educational op-
portunities to retain nurses in the profes-
sion, and to educate and train more nurse re-
search scientists who can discover new nurs-
ing care models to improve the health status
of the Nation’s diverse population: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the significant contributions
of nurses to the healthcare system of the
United States;

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Nurses Week, as founded by the Amer-
ican Nurses Association; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Nurses Week with
appropriate recognition, ceremonies, activi-
ties, and programs to demonstrate the im-
portance of nurses to the everyday lives of
patients.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
the Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN)
and the gentleman from Idaho (Mr.
SIMPSON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands?

There was no objection.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H. Res. 192, a resolution that
honors the important contributions of
nurses in the United States health care
system.

There are nearly 3 million registered
nurses nationwide. Nurses represent
the single largest group of health care
professionals. They are involved in
every aspect of care. They are re-
searchers. They help inform and edu-
cate the public, and they also help edu-
cate doctors, especially those freshly
out of medical schools or residencies.
They monitor the health and safety of
their patients. They work to provide
culturally competent care.

Earlier this spring at an Energy and
Commerce hearing, witnesses high-
lighted the important role that nurses
play in improving access to primary
care, particularly among the under-
served populations.

I would like to thank Representative
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, a nurse, for
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her leadership on this issue. I would
also like to thank Representative
CAPPS, who is also a nurse, for her con-
tinued support of nursing issues and for
her work on this bill, and I urge my
colleagues to join me in supporting
this resolution that observes the im-
portant role that nurses play in the
lives of their patients.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H. Res. 192 recognizing National
Nurses Week from May 6 through May
12, 2009. Not only is today the last day
of National Nurses Week, but it is also
the birthday of Florence Nightingale,
the founder of modern nursing. I hope
that my colleagues here at the House
of Representatives have had an oppor-
tunity to reflect over the last week on
all of the contributions that nurses
have made to ensure safe and high-
quality health care to those under
their care.

In each of our communities, nurses
work collaboratively with patients and
other health professionals to improve
the safety of patients and advance care
in a myriad of settings. Nurses rep-
resent the largest single component of
the health care profession with nearly
2.9 million registered nurses in the
United States who are dedicated to im-
proving the health outcomes of million
of patients under their care.

I applaud the work that nurses have
contributed and because of the ailing
economy, we are seeing more nurses
filling the shortage that exists. Many
are going back to work, or putting off
planned retirement to help maintain
their family income during tough eco-
nomic times. Many of those jobs are
also being filled by better recruiting
tactics by hospitals that have in-
creased wages, offered potential hires
signing bonuses, and efforts have been
made to retain older nurses by making
their jobs less strenuous. But as past
economic indicators have shown,
nurses shortages occur in times of
healthy economic expansion and as
baby boomers get older, we hope that
hospitals will continue to provide in-
centives for nurses to fill vacant health
care positions.

I would like to thank Ms. EDDIE BER-
NICE JOHNSON of Texas, the sponsor of
this resolution, and the American
Nurses Association for raising public
awareness about the contributions that
nurses give to our communities. I en-
courage all of my colleagues to vote in
favor of this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I would like to yield such time as
she may consume to the gentlewoman
from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY).

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
I thank my friend and colleague and
physician from the Virgin Islands for
yielding to me. I rise in strong support
of H. Res. 192, a resolution in recogni-
tion of National Nurses Week.
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I too would like to thank Representa-
tive EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON for intro-
ducing this bill, along with Representa-
tive LoIs CAPPS and Representative
CAROLYN MCCARTHY, all nurses in this
body, for sponsoring this resolution
and for their steadfast commitment to
honoring nurses and highlighting the
importance of estimated 2.9 million
nurses to our health care system.

As we move forward with health care
reform discussions, we must continue
to listen to nurses. Nurses will fight for
improving patient access to quality
care. And it is nurses who will advo-
cate for more preventive and primary
care providers to help reduce the need
for costly inpatient care. And it is
nurses who will fight for appropriate
nurse staffing ratios to reduce medical
error and to cut down on the number of
readmissions to hospitals.

We all know about the shortages in
primary care professionals, especially
nurses right now; and as we move to-
ward health care reform and bring
more people into the system, we cer-
tainly are going to need more nurses.

There are about 500,000 nurses out
there who have left the profession for
many, many reasons, but one of them
is because they have very stressful
working conditions.

So as we celebrate National Nurses
Week, we need to think about that.
One of those issues is to reduce the
number of patients that each nurse has
to take care of these days. The patient/
nurse ratio is so high, there are so
many patients that they have to take
care of, that many have just said, Can’t
do it.

And so I think the best way we honor
nurses is to look at ways we make con-
ditions in the hospitals, in their work-
place, much more amenable to them
because they are the frontline people.

Right now when our loved ones have
to go to the hospital, many feel they
need to have an advocate with them be-
cause when the button is pushed call-
ing for the nurse, sometimes they are
not there, not because they don’t want
to be there, but because they are in the
next room or the next room and not
able to get to their patients.

Madam Speaker, it is important that
Congress recognize and celebrate our
nurses during National Nurses Week
and throughout the year, and through-
out the years to come. Our nurses
stand up for us, and I am honored to
stand up for them.

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, 1
have no other speakers, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, it is my pleasure to yield to the
sponsor of the resolution, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON).

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Madam Speaker, let me thank
my colleagues who are managing this
bill today.

It really is a delight and a privilege
to offer a resolution recognizing Na-
tional Nurses Week, which is May 6
through today, the 12th.
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I began my professional career as a
nurse and as a registered nurse with a
master’s degree; I have 15 years of
hands-on patient-care experience. 1
served as the chief psychiatric nurse at
the VA Hospital in Dallas. During
times of war, we see so many men and
women suffering from post-traumatic
stress disorder. They need prompt and
compassionate care.

Just yesterday, the New York Times
reported that an American soldier in
Baghdad shot five of his fellow com-
rades. The attack took place in a clinic
for soldiers who were seeking help for
stress. Another such incident occurred
last September.

I have great empathy for our brave
members of our military who suffer
from emotional distress, and I admire
the nurses and other health care pro-
fessionals who work to assist them.
Nurses are a key component of our
health care system; and whether on the
battlefield, at sea, in a skilled nursing
facility or in a hospital, the care that
a nurse provides is very, very valuable.
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Nurses are the patient’s primary ad-
vocate. They are intelligent people who
most often have to make quick deci-
sions in an effort to save the life of a
patient. Nurses are tough guardians.
They often do their work under duress
and under difficult conditions.

My colleagues, Congresswoman LoOIS
CAPPS and Congresswoman CAROLYN
MCCARTHY, are also nurses. They have
worked with me to promote this reso-
lution, and they are champions in the
nursing profession.

I want to thank my many congres-
sional colleagues who cosponsored this
resolution honoring nurses. We recog-
nize that although more than 2.9 mil-
lion registered nurses work in the
United States, our Nation continues to
suffer from a nursing shortage. Con-
gress should invest in the title VIII
Nursing Workforce Development Pro-
gram to help address this challenge. We
cannot do health care reform without
addressing the shortage of nursing.

Congress must also increase support
for nurse faculty education, particu-
larly for advanced practice nurses and
advanced education in nursing. Fur-
ther, hospitals need to establish valid,
reliable and adjustable unit-by-unit
nurse staffing plans. These plans
should link staff to quality outcomes
and should involve direct input of nurs-
ing staff based on each area’s unique
characteristics and needs. The nursing
community has provided valuable rec-
ommendations on policies to support
the nursing profession, and I encourage
my colleagues to review these sugges-
tions.

Several nursing organizations were
engaged in developing this resolution,
and I would like to thank them. They
are the American Nurses Association,
the Emergency Nurses Association, the
National Black Nurses Association,
and the National League for Nurses.

Today’s resolution honors the good
work that all nurses do, the profession
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that has more patient support than any
other. Along with my many supportive
colleagues, I want to thank the House
leadership for bringing up this impor-
tant resolution and I urge support for
the resolution.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I want to recognize the American
Nurses Association and the National
Black Nurses Association, as well as
the other nursing associations, for the
leadership that they provide on behalf
of nurses, and to take this opportunity
to congratulate all the new nurses who
will be receiving their pins and their
caps later this month and joining this
noble profession.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in order to thank my colleague EDDIE
BERNICE JOHNSON for sponsoring National
Nurses Week.

Nurses are America’s national heroes. Day
after day, they deliver life saving health care
in nursing homes, hospitals, community clin-
ics, and public schools across this nation.
They deliver our babies, take care of the dis-
abled, and make sure that senior citizens re-
ceive the tender loving care and attention they
need when they are sick and infirm.

Sadly, too many nurses are working in hos-
pitals, clinics and other health care work set-
tings that are stressful, inhumane, and not
conducive to safe patient care. Many nurses
experience painful and debilitating work re-
lated injuries from lifting patients—injuries that
could be avoided if there were mechanical lift
devices in hospitals which could safely assist
nurses in the lifting of patients.

Nurses across the nation rightfully complain
of working too many hours, supervising too
many patients at one time, and having to
spend endless hours filling out paper work.
Much of the paper work is related to private
insurance billing.

Many nurses leave the profession early be-
cause of stressful and difficult work conditions.
This is contributing to a growing nursing short-
age in America. Unfortunately, patients across
this nation are getting less quality care from
nurses because there are simply not enough
nurses to provide the care that patients need
and deserve. America must address the nurs-
ing crisis now, especially as we move towards
major health reform.

We must thank President Obama for having
the vision and courage to address our dys-
functional health care system by calling for
passage of a major health reform bill this year.
| believe that creating a national health insur-
ance system would be the most cost effective
and humane way to achieve universal health
care in America. This is why | have introduced
HR 676, “The United States National Health
Insurance Act,” in every Congress since 2003.

We as a nation must ensure that we have
the best trained and optimal number of nurses
possible. However, if we are to achieve this
very important goal, the President and the
Congress must have a “federal national nurse
policy” that reflects the needs of the nursing
profession.

This can be best accomplished by having
members of Congress and the President listen
to the many challenges that our over worked
nurses experience every day, and then pass-
ing meaningful federal nurse reform legislation
that can substantively address the nursing
shortage in this country, and improve their
work conditions.
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Our nurses deserve the best work condi-
tions possible, and so do the millions of pa-
tients they care for in America.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in support of H. Res.
192, recognizing national nurses week on May
6 through May 12, 2009. | thank Congress-
woman EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON for intro-
ducing this important resolution which recog-
nizes and acknowledges the dedication of our
nursing community across America.

This resolution is important because nurses
represent the largest single component of the
healthcare profession, with an estimated 2.9
million registered nurses in the United States.
In Texas alone, according to the Texas Board
of Nursing, there are 162,163 registered
nurses through out the state.

In Harris County, the county encompassing
my district, there are 24,480 registered nurses.
Nurses are patient advocates and act fear-
lessly to protect the lives of those under their
care. Nurses care for patients, but participate
in a wide range of needed scientific research,
and fight cultural and ethnic disparities, and
treat all patients as equals. Nurses are also
teachers, not only to future generations of
nurses, but to the public, educating us on
health and safety.

It is necessary that we acknowledge the
outstanding contribution to society by nurses
because nurses can be strong allies to Con-
gress as they help inform, educate and work
closely with legislators to improve the edu-
cation, retention, recruitment and practice of
all nurses and, more importantly, the health
and safety of the patients they care for.

Federal and State support is needed to en-
hance existing programs to educate nursing
students at all levels, to increase the number
of faculty members to educate nursing stu-
dents, to create clinical sites and have the ap-
propriately prepared nurses to teach and train
at those sites, to create educational opportuni-
ties to retain nurses in the profession, and to
educate and train more nurse research sci-
entists who can discover new nursing care
models to improve the health status of the Na-
tion’s diverse population. The services nurses
can provide are linked directly to the avail-
ability, cost and quality of healthcare services,
which are at the center of health reform dis-
cussions.

In a year where health care reform is a top
priority, it is significant to acknowledge that 33
national nursing organizations have endorsed
a consensus statement from the Nursing Com-
munity that complement five of President
Obama’s tenets outlined in his Transforming
and Modernizing America’s Health Care Sys-
tem plan. Nurses protect families and financial
health and make health care coverage afford-
able by providing cost-effective care at all lev-
els of nursing practice. Nurses play a key role
in the success of the President’s aim for uni-
versality. Without a strong investment in the
nursing workforce, the goal of reaching uni-
versality will be unattainable, particularly for
rural communities and underserved popu-
lations. When the Administration and Con-
gress invest in prevention and wellness, exist-
ing practice and care models, such as the
Nurse Family Partnership, derived from nurs-
ing science will serve as national exemplars
for wellness and prevention. The strength of
the nursing profession lies in its contribution to
improve patient safety and quality care. Nurs-
ing care is critical to improving healthcare
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quality and safety to ensure better patient out-
comes.

Unfortunately, there is a continuing shortage
of professional Registered Nurses. The Amer-
ican Association of Colleges of Nursing re-
leased preliminary survey data showing that
enrollment in entry level baccalaureate nursing
programs increased by only 2 percent from
2007 to 2008. While this makes the eighth
consecutive year of enrolliment growth, the an-
nual increase in student capacity in 4-year
nursing programs has declined sharply since
2003 which enrollment was up 16.6 percent.
Due to a lack of nurse educators over 100,000
qualified nursing candidates have been re-
jected to nursing programs across the U.S. ac-
cording to the National League for Nursing
most recent survey. These shortages have
caused the current nurse educators to work on
average more than 57 hours per week as well
as dedicated nurses to work longer hours and
care for more acutely ill patients. The nursing
field needs more money invested in its future.

It is only fitting that the end of National
Nurses Week is the birthday of Florence
Nightingale. She once said “I attribute my suc-
cess to this—l| never gave or took any ex-
cuse.” So today in her honor we must give no
excuse to keep from honoring the noble and
important profession of nursing, if anything we
should fight to improve its condition because
with improved nursing, and funds for nurses,
we get a better health care system. | urge my
colleagues to pass this resolution and ac-
knowledge and support our country’s nurses.

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 192 and in support of National
Nurses Week. | commend my friend and fel-
low nurse, Ms. JOHNSON, for introducing this
resolution.

As we observe Nurses Week, we have a
perfect opportunity to highlight the importance
of addressing nursing issues in the context of
health reform.

Nurses must have a seat at the table for the
discussions and nurses must be part of the
solutions. After all, nurses are the best advo-
cates for their patients.

| would like to propose that we use National
Nurses Week 2009 to not only thank the
nurses who have helped us in our own lives,
but to learn more about the roles that they
play in our community at-large.

Whether it is the nurse at a patient’'s hos-
pital bedside, the nurse tending to children at
an elementary school, the nurse midwife deliv-
ering a baby or the nurse faculty instructing a
new generation of nurses, they all play an im-
portant part in our health care delivery system.

As we proceed with comprehensive health
reform, we need to take into account the var-
ious roles that nurses perform so that we can
ensure a viable nurse workforce well into the
future.

Health reform will be impossible without a
nursing workforce to support the primary and
acute care needs of all Americans and | en-
courage my colleagues to join me in making a
commitment during Nurses Week to advocate
for nurses during our health reform debate.

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of House Resolution 192—Recog-
nizing National Nurses Week. I'd like to par-
ticularly thank my colleague Representative
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas for offering
this resolution, and to honor my colleagues
Representative Lois CAPPS of California and
Representative CAROLYN MCCARTHY of New
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York, three Members of Congress who worked
as nurses before holding public office and who
continue to be strong advocates for nurses
and patients.

The men and women who work as nurses
in the United States are some of the most im-
portant—but also some of the most unsung—
heroes who serve in our communities. We all
probably have a personal story about a nurse
who either cared for us or a close family mem-
ber or friend during a time of need. They are
superb in their skill sets; tender in the care
they provide; and deserving of our utmost re-
spect.

When you become a nurse, the conven-
tional wisdom and continuing tradition is that
you go into the field because you have a gen-
uine interest in and passion for helping those
in need. You don’'t do it for the money; you
don’t do it for the glamour; and you certainly
don’t do it for the hours.

But it's time to encourage men and women
to pursue a career in nursing by showing them
that we respect and value the careers of the
approximate 3 million nurses across America.
We can do this by increasing pay for nurses
and by making nursing education more afford-
able and more accessible.

We're facing an unprecedented nursing
shortage across this country that could lead to
a shortfall of up to 500,000 nurses by 2025.
And nursing isn’t a job that can be downsized
or outsourced. That is why | support the inclu-
sion of $215 million for the Nursing Workforce
Development program in the Fiscal Year 2010
budget and why | worked to help secure $500
million in the stimulus package for training pro-
grams for primary care providers, including
nurses.

In my own district in California | fought to
keep the Registered Nursing Program alive
and funded at L.A. Southwest College, and
am happy to announce that this year they will
receive a $285,000 appropriation to improve
nursing education through state-of-the-art
technology.

Nurses are a precious asset we cannot af-
ford to be without.

With major health care reform on the hori-
zon, we must remember that nurses will be at
the center of any meaningful reform. Let us
honor their service, their dedication, and their
profession by passing this resolution.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 192.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONGRATULATING AMERICAN
DENTAL ASSOCIATION ON ITS
150TH ANNIVERSARY

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 204)
congratulating the American Dental
Association for its 150th year of work-
ing to improve the public’s oral health
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and promoting dentistry, supporting
initiatives to improve access to oral
health care services for all Americans,
and emphasizing the benefits of preven-
tion of disease through support of com-
munity prevention initiatives and pro-
motion of good oral hygiene.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 204

Whereas access to good oral health care is
a vital element of overall health;

Whereas the American Dental Association
works to improve access to oral health care
services that are essential to help ensure the
health of the American public;

Whereas the American Dental Association
supports community prevention initiatives
and promotion of good oral hygiene;

Whereas the American Dental Association
continually works to improve dental tech-
nologies and therapies through research and
adherence to sound scientific principles;

Whereas ‘‘The Journal of the American
Dental Association’ is recognized inter-
nationally as a leader in peer-reviewed den-
tal science;

Whereas the American Dental Association
encourages its membership of more than
157,000 dentists to donate their time, re-
sources, and services to providing charitable
and uncompensated care;

Whereas dental practices provide over
$2,000,000,000 in charitable and uncompen-
sated care to specific underserved popu-
lations annually; and

Whereas the American Dental Association
advocates sufficient funding for Federal den-
tal research and military readiness pro-
grams: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates the American Dental As-
sociation for its 150th anniversary;

(2) commends the American Dental Asso-
ciation’s work to improve the public’s oral
health as well as access to oral health care
for all Americans, especially low-income
children;

(3) recognizes the tens of thousands of den-
tists who volunteer their time and resources
to provide charitable and uncompensated
oral health care to millions of Americans;
and

(4) commends the American Dental Asso-
ciation’s efforts to keep American dentistry
the best in the world.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
the Virgin Islands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN)
and the gentleman from Idaho (Mr.
SIMPSON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to extend and revise their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands?

There was no objection.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of House Resolution 204, a resolu-
tion that congratulates the American
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Dental Association on its 150th anni-
versary.

The American Dental Association is
the largest and oldest professional as-
sociation for dental providers. Its more
than 157,000 members play a vital role
in improving access to oral health serv-
ices.

Former Surgeon General David
Satcher has noted that oral health is
integral to general health. The Amer-
ican Dental Association has been a lead
advocate in ensuring that these impor-
tant health services are not forgotten.

I would like to thank and applaud my
colleague, Representative SIMPSON, for
his leadership on this issue. I urge my
colleagues to join me in supporting
this resolution that commends the
American Dental Association for its
important work to promote good oral
hygiene and community prevention
strategies.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise today to offer this resolution
congratulating the American Dental
Association on its 1560th year of advanc-
ing the art and science of dentistry and
advocating on behalf of the oral health
of the American people. I know many
of you join me in offering those con-
gratulations, as the resolution before
the House today has 104 cosponsors.

The ADA is the professional associa-
tion of dentists committed to the
public’s oral health, ethics, science,
and the advancement of the dental pro-
fession.

The ADA traces its origins to the
mid-19th century, when representatives
of eight regional dental societies and
two dental colleges came together in
Niagara Falls, New York, to establish a
representative body of stability and
character. They called their fledgling
organization the American Dental As-
sociation. Today, seven out of 10 U.S.
dentists belong to the ADA, with mem-
bership of more than 157,000 dentists.
The ADA has 53 State and territorial
and 545 local dental societies. It is the
largest and oldest national dental asso-
ciation in the world.

The association has long been a lead-
er, advocating for improved health care
and access for underprivileged Ameri-
cans. Even today, as Congress wrestles
with the issue of health care reform,
the ADA is continually reminding us
that oral health is an integral part of
overall health. The ADA’s health care
reform principles focus on three things;
prevention and wellness, fixing Med-
icaid, and improving the public oral
health infrastructure.

The Association is active in cutting-
edge dental research. At the
Paffenbarger Research Center, housed
on the National Institute of Standards
and Technology campus just outside of
Washington, D.C., ADA scientists are
working on improving dental mate-
rials, tissue engineering, and cavity-re-
pairing therapies. Some of
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Paffenbarger’s research accomplish-
ments include the development of mod-
ern high-speed dental drills, panoramic
x-ray machines, protective tooth
sealants, tooth-colored composite fill-
ing material, calcium phosphate, bone
cements, and more.

The ADA’s Give Kids A Smile is an
annual centerpiece to the National
Children’s Dental Health Month. It is
observed every year on the first Friday
in February. At more than 1,600 sites
nationwide this year, some 45,000 den-
tal professionals provided free services
to more than 450,000 children. I can tell
you, the spirit behind that one-day
event carries over throughout the year.
The ADA encourages its members to
donate time and services to the under-
served. In fact, dentists provide more
than $2 billion in charitable and un-
compensated care to specific under-
served populations each year. That’s $2
billion worth of free dental work.

I congratulate them on this 150th
year of their founding of the American
Dental Association. I hope that Mem-
bers will join me in congratulating the
ADA by voting in favor of this resolu-
tion.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
my good friend from Indiana, who has
been a supporter of the dental profes-

sion for many years, Representative
BUYER.
Mr. BUYER. I thank my dentist

friend for yielding, and I thank him for
bringing this resolution to the floor.

I come from a family of dentists. My
grandfather is a dentist, my father is a
dentist, my brother is a dentist, my
sister is a dentist, my uncle is a den-
tist. I chose not to follow halitosis, so
I became a lawyer, which means that I
sit in the kitchen with the children at
Christmas and Thanksgiving.

I come to the floor to honor my
grandfather, Dr. Clarence Cornelius
Buyer, my father, Dr. John Buyer, Sr.,
who on February 24 turned 80 and 4
days later retired from his dental prac-
tice. That’s a lot of years, isn’t it,
practicing dentistry?

My deceased uncle, Dr. Earl Moore,
was an orthodontist in Indianapolis.
My sister, Dr. Diane Buyer, practices
dentistry on the north side in Indian-
apolis. And my brother, Dr. John
Buyer, Jr., is a periodontist and re-
cently retired in January from the
United States Army.

One thing I note about growing up in
a family of dentists that has helped me
is when you mention the words ‘‘pre-
vention” and ‘‘wellness,” when I think
of the professions in health that are
out there, dentists take the lead. It is
almost to the point where I believe
that anthropologists, a thousand years
from now, are going to dig us up, and
they are going to look at our bones and
say, look at the stress on those bones,
but look at those teeth. They’'ve got to
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be Americans. Because, see, Americans,
what has happened to us? I will eat
what I want, I will drink whatever I
want; by golly, the health system bet-
ter be there to take care of my body,
but I'm going to take care of my teeth
because my smile means everything to
me. I just wish the people would put
the same focus they have in their teeth
that they also place in their bodies. If
we were to do that, how much better in
wellness as a society would we be?

The contribution that dentistry has
had to me, as a leader in health policy
for the country, even goes back to the
1990s, when we began to examine Medi-
care, for example, and we noted that
one-third of our Medicare expenditures
was diabetes-related. Well, I spoke up
and said, I come from a family of den-
tists, and we focus on preventive medi-
cine. If we spent billions of dollars on
the front end, we wouldn’t be spending
the multibillion dollars on the back
end. So it’s about wellness of the whole
body. So I want to compliment the den-
tists.

Now I want to pause and talk about
military dentistry, too, for a second. If
we are going to compliment the ADA,
it is not only in their contributions to
our society, but also to military den-
tists. Military dentists are combat
multipliers because there are so many
non-battlefield casualties, individuals
who are taken off the battlefield be-
cause of what happens with regard to
the deterioration of their dental hy-
giene. It is those dentists that put
them back in, and I want to truly ap-
plaud them.

Let me close with the infinite wis-
dom of the United States Army. I came
out of The Citadel. I received my com-
mission as a second lieutenant in the
Medical Service Corps. My first assign-
ment in the United States Army was
with a dental clinic. I did everything I
could, dad, to get away from dentistry,
but for whatever reason, it totally con-
sumes me, even in my life today.

Let me say congratulations to the
ADA and to all the dentists and the
dental assistants and the dental hy-
gienists and the specialties for which
the ADA represents. Thank you, and
good job.

Mr. SIMPSON. I appreciate the gen-
tleman’s comment. I should note that I
also come from a family of dentists; I
just couldn’t escape. I ended up going
into the dental profession where he
went into the law profession. We will
argue for some time who made the bet-
ter choice. But I appreciate everyone’s
support and would encourage their
positive vote on this resolution.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of H. Res. 204, which honors one our
nation’s oldest African-American medical pro-
fessional organizations, the National Dental
Association. For nearly 150 years, the NDA
has committed itself to opening the doors to
the dental profession—a profession that has
traditionally been dominated by the privileged
few who could afford dental training—to men
and women of color.

Even more importantly, the NDA has been
a voice for the under-served in our society,
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often speaking out about disparities in access
to dental care when others in the provider
community would not. The dentists who make
up the NDA, like I, believe that the right to
dental care must be a fundamental human
and civil right—not a privilege. In the wealthi-
est nation in the history of the world, there is
no reason that some Americans lack access
to a dentist or oral surgeon.

We all mourn the loss of Demonte Driver, a
young African-American boy who died in 2007
as the result of not getting timely and medi-
cally necessary dental care because his family
was uninsured. | am committed to working
with the NDA and all other provider groups to
ensure that our country reaches a point where
stories like Demonte’s will become increas-
ingly rare and, eventually, cease to exist. We
must work to ensure that young dental stu-
dents who wish to practice in communities
served by Medicaid have the fiscal flexibility to
do so. This necessarily means addressing the
$145,000 debt the average dental student in-
curs during the course of his or her education.

To this end, | will soon introduce legislation
that expands funding for the National Health
Service Corps. The program provides for med-
ical and dental students’ reasonable edu-
cational expenses and a monthly stipend for
room and board. After school, the student
must apply for pre-approved positions in un-
derserved areas. By increasing the funding
levels between 2009 and 2019 by $100 million
each year, my bill will ensure that every citizen
in every community has access to the doctor
and dentist of their choice.

| applaud the NDA for their 150 years of ex-
cellence and compassionate advocacy and |
wish them 150 more. Together, we will end
dental access disparity once and for all. | en-
courage my colleagues to support the resolu-
tion.

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands (Mrs. CHRISTENSEN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 204.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the grounds
that a quorum is not present and make
the point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

BELATED THANK YOU TO THE
MERCHANT MARINERS OF
WORLD WAR II ACT OF 2009

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 23) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to establish the Mer-
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chant Mariner Equity Compensation
Fund to provide benefits to certain in-
dividuals who served in the United
States Merchant Marine (including the
Army Transport Service and the Naval
Transport Service) during World War
II, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 23

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Belated Thank
You to the Merchant Mariners of World War II
Act of 2009°.

SEC. 2. PAYMENTS TO INDIVIDUALS WHO SERVED
DURING WORLD WAR II IN THE
UNITED STATES MERCHANT MARINE.

(a)  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  COMPENSATION
FUND.—Subchapter II of chapter 5 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new section:

“§533. Merchant Mariner Equity Compensa-
tion Fund

““(a) COMPENSATION FUND.—(1) There is in the
general fund of the Treasury a fund to be
known as the ‘Merchant Mariner Equity Com-
pensation Fund’ (in this section referred to as
the ‘compensation fund’).

““(2) Subject to the availability of appropria-
tions for such purpose, amounts in the com-
pensation fund shall be available to the Sec-
retary without fiscal year limitation to make
payments to eligible individuals in accordance
with this section.

“(b) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—(1) An eligible
individual is an individual who—

““(A) during the one-year period beginning on
the date of the enactment of the Belated Thank
You to the Merchant Mariners of World War II
Act of 2009, submits to the Secretary an applica-
tion containing such information and assur-
ances as the Secretary may require;

‘““(B) has not received benefits under the Serv-
icemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 (Public Law
78-346); and

“(C) has engaged in qualified service.

‘““(2) For purposes of paragraph (1), a person
has engaged in qualified service if, between De-
cember 7, 1941, and December 31, 1946, the per-
son—

“(A) was a member of the United States mer-
chant marine (including the Army Transport
Service and the Naval Transport Service) serv-
ing as a crewmember of a vessel that was—

‘(i) operated by the War Shipping Adminis-
tration or the Office of Defense Transportation
(or an agent of the Administration or Office);

“‘(ii) operated in waters other than inland wa-
ters, the Great Lakes, and other lakes, bays,
and harbors of the United States;

““(iii) under contract or charter to, or property
of, the Government of the United States; and

“‘(iv) serving the Armed Forces; and

‘““(B) while so serving, was licensed or other-
wise documented for service as a crewmember of
such a vessel by an officer or employee of the
United States authorized to license or document
the person for such service.

‘““(c) AMOUNT OF PAYMENTS.—The Secretary
shall make a monthly payment out of the com-
pensation fund in the amount of $1,000 to an eli-
gible individual. The Secretary shall make such
payments to eligible individuals in the order in
which the Secretary receives the applications of
the eligible individuals.

““(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—(1)
There are authorized to be appropriated to the
compensation fund amounts as follows:

““(A) For fiscal year 2010, $120,000,000.

‘““(B) For fiscal year 2011, $108,000,000.

“(C) For fiscal year 2012, $97,000,000.

‘(D) For fiscal year 2013, $85,000,000.
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“(E) For fiscal year 2014, $75,000,000.

““(2) Funds appropriated to carry out this sec-
tion shall remain available until expended.

‘“‘(e) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall include,
in documents submitted to Congress by the Sec-
retary in support of the President’s budget for
each fiscal year, detailed information on the op-
eration of the compensation fund, including the
number of applicants, the number of eligible in-
dividuals receiving benefits, the amounts paid
out of the compensation fund, the administra-
tion of the compensation fund, and an estimate
of the amounts necessary to fully fund the com-
pensation fund for that fiscal year and each of
the three subsequent fiscal years.

‘““(f) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe regulations to carry out this section.”.

(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall prescribe the regulations re-
quired under section 532(f) of title 38, United
States Code, as added by subsection (a).

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item related to section
532 the following new item:

““533. Merchant Mariner Equity Compensation
Fund.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. FILNER) and the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BUYER) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 23,
as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of H. Res. 23,
the Belated Thank You to the Mer-
chant Mariners of World War IT Act of
2009, a measure, frankly, whose passage
is six decades overdue.

I think today we are on the verge of
doing a great deed, providing a way to
finally give the heroic Merchant Mari-
ners of World War II the belated com-
pensation they so richly deserve. Con-
gress has a responsibility to correct
the wrongs of the past, and this is one
of the grave injustices that deserve rec-
tifying.

I thank all the cosponsors of the res-
olution, including some 40 Republicans.
I know that many of you were trying
to be added as cosponsors after the re-
port was filed. I just would like to
name for the record Mr. TIERNEY, Mr.
MEEK, Ms. JENKINS and Mr. KILDEE.
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For the remaining Members of the
House who are not cosponsors of the
amended version which passed unani-
mously out of the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, let me tell you the sad
history of these forgotten heroes.

The merchant mariners of World War
II traversed the dangerous U-boat-
laden waters of the Atlantic and the
Pacific, faced down fierce attacks from
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enemy aircraft, and were instrumental
in every theater of war by carrying 95
percent of all the tanks, supplies, and
troops during World War II.

As a result, they suffered the highest
casualty rate of any of the military
branches. It is indisputable that the
Allied Forces would not have been able
to begin, sustain, or end World War II
without their valiant and selfless serv-
ice. It is also indisputable that these
men now are entitled to be com-
pensated for that service. After the
war, they did not receive recognition
as veterans that they deserved or the
benefits of the unprecedented GI Bill of
1944, which they had earned and were
promised. Eight million military fami-
lies were able to take advantage of
that GI Bill, entering the middle class,
but the merchant mariners were not.

When the GI Bill was signed in 1944,
as I said, which gave unprecedented
education, housing, small business
loans, and health benefits to World War
IT servicemembers, President Roosevelt
declared, after losing the fight to have
the merchant mariners included in the
original bill, “I trust Congress will
soon provide similar opportunities to
members of the Merchant Marine who
have risked their lives time and time
again for the welfare of their country.”
Congress never did. My friends, prom-
ises made should be promises kept.

Their fight for equity continued for
over 40 years when they finally at-
tained veteran status after a lengthy
court battle, Schumacher, Willner, et
al. v. Secretary of the Air Force Ed-
ward C. Aldridge, Jr. By then, over
125,000 mariners had died. As the judge
ruled in that case, the mariners had
‘“‘every reasonable expectation that
they would be treated as veterans’ en-
titled to the benefits of the GI Bill of
Rights of 1944, based on the service
they performed, not happened to per-
form. History supports this conclusion.

I had the distinct privilege of receiv-
ing the heart-wrenching testimony,
during a full committee hearing, of one
of the named parties to this lawsuit, a
merchant mariner named Stanley
Willner. Stanley was captured, in-
terned, beaten, starved, and tortured as
a POW for 3 years. He was actually one
of the unfortunate groups of Allied
Forces forced to build the infamous
bridge over the River Kwai. Upon re-
lease, he weighed 74 pounds, and when
he returned home, even his wife did not
recognize him. And neither did his
country. He received just 2 weeks of
medical care and little else for his
service. What a miscarriage of justice.

Madam Speaker, it was only due to a
sad confluence of powerful events after
the war that this country did not be-
stow the brave men of the World War II
Merchant Marine with veteran status
until 1988. I think that if the mariners
would be on the floor today, they
would say they should not have been
subject to a ‘‘process’” to determine
whether they were veterans.

The mariners and many others
thought that they would get these ben-
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efits since many thought they were en-
listing for duty. They were denied this
status unjustly and in violation of the
assurances that they would partake in
the GI Bill of 1944. Their valiant serv-
ice was recognized by all the leaders of
the Allied Forces from Generals Mac-

Arthur to Eisenhower.

Madam Speaker, I include in the
RECORD a list of quotes by President
Roosevelt regarding their courageous
service.

RELEVANT HISTORICAL QUOTES ON THE ROLE
OF UNITED STATES MERCHANT MARINE DUR-
ING WORLD WAR II

QUOTES FROM PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D.
ROOSEVELT

May, 1942: ““The war is now five months old
and we have had our answer. Two million
men have been called to the colors. In far
places and near, our soldiers, our sailors, our
air pilots, the beleaguered men of the Mer-
chant Marine, have shown the stuff of he-
roes. Everything we have asked of them they
have delivered. Everything—and more.”’

December 12, 1942: “It is with a feeling of
great pride that I send my heartiest con-
gratulations and best wishes to the officers
and men of the new U.S. Maritime Service
Training Station at Sheepshead Bay. New
York. Ten thousand apprentice seamen in
training at one station is a magnificent
achievement, and the entire country joins
me in wishing you every success and in pay-
ing tribute to you men of the Merchant Ma-
rine who are so gallantly working and fight-
ing side by side with our Army and Navy to
defend the way of life which is so dear to us
all.”

1943: ““The men of our American Merchant
Marine have pushed through despite the per-
ils of the submarine, the dive bomber and the
surface raider. They have returned volun-
tarily to their jobs at sea again and again,
because they realized that the life-lines to
our battle fronts would be broken if they did
not carry out their vital part in this global
war . . . In their hands, our vital supply lines
are expanding. Their skill and determination
will keep open the highway to victory and
unconditional surrender.”

September 19, 1944: ‘It seems to me par-
ticularly appropriate that Victory Fleet Day
this year should honor the men and manage-
ment of the American Merchant Marine. The
operators in this war have written one of its
most brilliant chapters. They have delivered
the goods when and where needed in every
theater of operations and across every ocean
in the biggest, the most difficult and dan-
gerous transportation job ever undertaken.
As time goes on, there will be greater public
understanding of our merchant fleet’s record
during this war.”

June 22, 1944 (during signing of GI Bill): ‘I
trust Congress will soon provide similar op-
portunities to members of the merchant ma-
rine who have risked their lives time and
time again during war for the welfare of
their country.”

QUOTES FROM DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER,
GENERAL OF THE ARMY

Date Unknown: “Every man in this Allied
command is quick to express his admiration
for the loyalty, courage, and fortitude of the
officers and men of the Merchant Marine. We
count upon their efficiency and their utter
devotion to duty as we do our own; they have
never failed us yet and in all the struggles
yet to come we know that they will never be
deterred by any danger, hardship, or priva-
tion. When final victory is ours there is no
organization that will share its credit more
deservedly than the Merchant Marine.”’

May 8, 1945 (From his Tribute on V-E Day):
“The truly heroic man of this war is GI Joe
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and his counterpart of the Air, Navy, and
Merchant Marine.”

1945: “‘The officers and men of the mer-
chant marine, by their devotion to duty in
the face of enemy action, as well as the nat-
ural dangers of the sea, have brought us the
tools to finish the job. Their contribution to
final victory will be long remembered.”’
QUOTES FROM DOUGLAS MACARTHUR, GENERAL

OF THE ARMY

Date Unknown: “‘I wish to commend to you
the valor of the merchant seamen partici-
pating with us in the liberation of the Phil-
ippines. With us they have shared the heavi-
est enemy fire. On this island I have ordered
them off their ships and into fox holes when
their ships became untenable targets of at-
tack. At our side they have suffered in blood-
shed and in death. The caliber of efficiency
and the courage they displayed in their part
of the invasion of the Philippines marked
their conduct throughout the entire cam-
paign in the southwest Pacific area. They
have contributed tremendously to our suc-
cess. I hold no branch in higher esteem than
the Merchant Marine.”

October 14, 1945: ‘“They have brought us
our lifeblood and they had paid for it with
some of their own. I saw them bombed off
the Philippines and in New Guinea ports.
When it was humanly possible, when their
ships were not blown out from under them by
bombs or torpedoes, they have delivered
their cargoes to us who needed them so
badly. In war it is performance that counts.”
FLEET ADMIRAL CHESTER W. NIMITZ, U.S. NAVY,

CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

War Shipping Administration Press Re-
lease PR 1839, April 23, 1944: “The Merchant
Marine Service has repeatedly proved its
right to be considered as an integral part of
our fighting team. Its efforts have contrib-
uted in great part to our success. Well done.

There is one quote that is particu-
larly telling of the broken promise,
made by then General Dwight D. Eisen-
hower, delivered on May 8, 1945, during
his tribute on V-E Day: ‘“The truly he-
roic man of this war is GI Joe and his
counterpart of the Air, Navy, and Mer-
chant Marine.”

Madam Speaker, how do you measure
the loss of the GI Bill benefits that
helped build the middle class of the
United States, the missed opportuni-
ties and the dreams unrealized? That is
what H.R. 23 will do, create a sem-
blance of equity for the mariners of
World War II. Undo this broken prom-
ise and unmitigated travesty of justice
by providing this monthly benefit to
the remaining 10,000 qualifying mari-
ners.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in opposition. I rise in opposi-
tion, and I would say to the chairman,
as a history professor, I know that you
must embrace history and not be a re-
visionist of history.

I'm greatly disappointed with regard
to this legislation. I'm disappointed be-
cause this is an attempt to say that he
wants to resolve an inequity through
discrimination so that your bias to-
wards one specific group is so strong
among the veterans community that
you will discriminate against others.
And I will even use your example of
your friend with regard to his service

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

as a merchant mariner, as a prisoner of
war building the bridge over the River
Kwai. It means that other POWs who
served with him would not be entitled
to the special monthly payment, that
you believe that that merchant mar-
iner is so special that all other pris-
oners of war should not receive such
payment.

You see, there’s a reason that those
of us who have worn the uniform do not
do this. The only time we have pro-
vided a service pension, a service pen-
sion, are for Medal of Honor recipients.
We do not provide service pensions, and
that’s exactly what this is. So we’re
paying $1,100 to Medal of Honor recipi-
ents, and you want to pay now $1,000 to
merchant mariners. Yet there are 28
groups of whom are similarly situated,
individuals of whom were contractor
status during the war.

Now, we need to stop and pause and
think about what we are doing here.
Ever since the American Revolution,
our government has utilized contrac-
tors as our combatants go to war.
Whether it was in the Revolution,
whether it was the War of 1812, the
Mexican-American War, the Civil War,
the Spanish-American War, World War
I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, the
first Gulf War, and, in fact, the present
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, we all
used contractors. So after World War
II, we created a process whereby these
contractors then could be granted that
“‘veteran status.” So for merchant
mariners, the question of their valor,
even the question of their status has
now been resolved.

What’s before the House is now with
regard to a particular group of vet-
erans that we’re going to treat them
differently, that we’re going to say
that you have such unique status that
we are going to give you a $1,000-a-
month payment, a service pension,
when, in fact, we don’t even do that for
anyone else.

So I am greatly disappointed that
this type of legislation is brought to
the floor. This is legislation that
should never have been done. Members
are just flying back now, so they aren’t
even sure about this legislation or
what it’s about, and they’re thinking
that, well, because it came out of the
committee, it must be great legisla-
tion. It must be veterans legislation.
We all must be arm in arm and let’s go
ahead and pass it. Time out. I think we
should be very cautious and careful.

Like I said, we don’t even give a spe-
cialty payment to prisoners of war, and
we’re going to select a particular group
of individuals to give them.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time because I have further
comments I would like to make.

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, 1
would like to yield such time as he
may consume to one of our new Mem-
bers who has been very active on our
committee, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. NYE).

Mr. NYE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor the service of our mer-
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chant mariners from World War II and
to urge this House to provide them
with the compensation that is many
years overdue.

I would first like to thank Chairman
FILNER for his tireless work and his
commitment to this issue. As a rep-
resentative from an area with a long
maritime tradition, it means a lot to
me personally.

The Merchant Marines were an inte-
gral part of our fighting forces during
the Second World War. Just like our
war fighters, they answered the coun-
try’s call. And just like those brave
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines,
many of our merchant mariners made
the ultimate sacrifice.

Over 1,500 Merchant Marine ships
were sunk during the war, many of
them by German U-boats during the
perilous crossing of the North Atlantic.
By the end of the war, our merchant
mariners had suffered the highest cas-
ualty rate of any service. Of the ap-
proximately 250,000 Americans who
served on our Merchant ships, more
than one out of every 26 was killed.

But despite these sacrifices, they
were not granted the same benefits
that other veterans received. They
were promised benefits by President
Roosevelt, but they were systemati-
cally cut out of the GI Bill, health
care, loans, and the other tools that
our grateful Nation provided to our
“Greatest Generation.”

Even though many of our merchant
marines were eventually granted vet-
eran status many years later, the ef-
fects of their unequal treatment put
them at a disadvantage that continues
to this day.

That is why I am proud to be a co-
sponsor of H.R. 23. This bill will pro-
vide each qualifying merchant mariner
with a $1,000 monthly stipend, a small
step in the right direction of acknowl-
edging the great sacrifices that these
brave men made.

Madam Speaker, this is an injustice
that should never have happened. It
should have been fixed long ago. But
with every year that passes, there are
fewer and fewer of these men left
among us. It is now 2009, over 63 years
after the end of World War II, and it is
long past time for us to right this
wrong.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this bill.

Mr. BUYER. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

This conversation we are having here
on the floor with regard to degrees of
valor is off the mark. Merchant mari-
ners exhibited valor. They have been
granted their veteran status. The ques-
tion is whether we should now give
them a service pension, which we do
not do for any other veterans groups
except the most highly decorated vet-
erans, our Medal of Honor recipients.

The argument being made is that
merchant mariners were shortchanged
because they did not receive GI Bill
benefits, unlike the members of the
Armed Forces who then served in
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World War II. However, 28 other groups
that also provided military-related
service in the U.S. during World War II
have received veteran status in the
same manner as merchant mariners
and, likewise, did not qualify for GI
Bill benefits.

If equity were really the issue, this
bill would help these groups, too. But
H.R. 23, as amended, does not. This bill
unfairly ignores them and, thus, does
not provide full equity. It creates an
inequity among veterans, distin-
guishing the value of one group over
and above someone else, something
that we don’t do in the military. We’re
very cautious and very careful not to
do that type of thing, to say that, well,
if you’re a combatant and you’re on
the front line, then your service is
more important than someone who is
in a rear echelon, or, gosh, if you were
back in the home States or in the Na-
tional Guard, then your service isn’t as
important as somebody who is on the
battlefield. Time out. We don’t do that
in the military.

The reason we don’t do that is we
look at everybody as a team, as one
team. So when we go to a theater of op-
erations, it may take seven to actually
put one combatant on the field of bat-
tle because everybody is important,
from the theater Army all the way to
the actual combatants. And as a mat-
ter of fact, when they fall on the bat-
tlefield, maybe when they go to
Landstuhl, Germany, they come back
to the States. Everybody is an impor-
tant part of the team, and we don’t
then make discriminatory judgments
that someone’s military service is
more important than another and,
thereby, Congress then awards a serv-
ice pension.

I'm just appealing to the Members do
not do this. It will have consequences
among the ranks and the services of
our military.

I would like to talk about the other
28 groups. One of these other groups of
veterans of whom are being discrimi-
nated here against if this legislation
passes is the American all-volunteer
group famously known as the Flying
Tigers. They were American P-40 pilots
and ground crews who worked for the
Chinese Government in the air defense
of Rangoon and other parts of China
before and after the attack on Pearl
Harbor. The Flying Tigers are credited
with destroying an impressive 297
enemy aircraft and had one of the best
kill ratios of any air group in the Pa-
cific theater. There were approxi-
mately 80 pilots that flew for the Fly-
ing Tigers, of which 21 died in service.
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An amazing 19 of them were credited
with five or more air-to-air victories,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

making them aces. Nineteen out of the
80 pilots were aces. But they are not
worthy for this service pension, okay,
because we are not going to do that. Of
the over 300 original members of the
Flying Tigers, 18 of them are still alive
today.

Another one of the groups that is
being discriminated against here today
I would like to highlight is the Women
Airforce Service Pilots, the WASPS.
There is even a colleague of mine who
has legislation to get them the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor. Yet a vote
in favor of this legislation today dis-
criminates against the Women Airforce
Service Pilots. These were female pi-
lots who flew every type of mission
that an Army Air Force male pilot flew
during World War II, except combat
missions.

They freed up their male pilots for
combat by flying planes from factories
to air fields and flew over 60 million
miles in every type of aircraft in the
Army Air Force arsenal, from the fast-
est of fighters to heaviest of bombers.
More than 25,000 women applied for
WASPS service and less than 1,900 were
accepted. After completing months of
military flight training, 1,078 of them
earned their wings and became the first
women in history to fly American mili-
tary aircraft. Thirty-eight of these
brave women died while serving their
country.

Madam Speaker, these are just some
of the stories of two of these groups
out of the 28 who all served loyally,
selflessly, and courageously. Yet their
service also contributed directly to vic-
tory in 1945, but they are being ignored
and discriminated against by the legis-
lation before us.

In May 11 of this year, a letter to all
Members opposing H.R. 23, as amended,
the Veterans of Foreign Wars stated
with respect to the Merchant Mariners
of World War II that ‘‘singling out this
group, no matter how valiant their
service, will create inequities. Congress
should not single them out for special
benefits when they are not provided to
other groups.”’

Madam Speaker, I offered an amend-
ment at the full committee of H.R. 23,
as amended, to include these other 28
groups, who are similarly situated. It
was rejected on a 15-14 vote.

I would like to insert the May 11,
2009, letter from the VFW and the
names of the other 28 groups who have
been granted veteran status of World
War II to be placed into the RECORD.

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS
OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington DC, May 11, 2009.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: This week, the
House of Representatives is expected to take
action on H.R. 23, the Belated Thank You to

RECOGNIZED GROUPS UNDER PUBLIC LAW 95-202
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the Merchant Marines of World War II Act.
This legislation would grant a $1,000 monthly
benefit to individuals who served in the Mer-
chant Marines between December 7, 1941 and
December 31, 1946, The Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the U.S. has serious concerns with
the equity of this bill, and we urge you to op-
pose it.

The VFW has no doubt about the dedica-
tion and bravery the Merchant Marines dem-
onstrated during World War II. Their con-
tributions to the war effort in transporting
cargo to keep forces supplied enabled the Al-
lied forces to win the War. They suffered
heavy casualties. with nearly one-in-26 dying
in the Atlantic theater. We value and salute
their efforts.

However, the VFW cannot support a spe-
cial monthly benefit for this single group.
Merchant Marines are just one of 28 civilian
groups that have been awarded Veterans sta-
tus by virtue of their military-related serv-
ice. Not one of these other 28 groups receives
a special monthly benefit such as this. In
fact, the only group of veterans that receives
a special monthly benefit is Medal of Honor
recipients.

Singling this group out—mo matter how
valiant their service—would create inequi-
ties. Congress should not single them out for
special benefits when they are not provided
to other groups, such as the Women’s Air
Force Service Pilots (WASPs) or those hon-
orably discharged members of ‘“The Flying
Tigers.” Further, many World War II vet-
erans who served on the front lines are not
receiving any form of compensation, and cer-
tainly not a $1,000 monthly benefit. We can-
not put one group ahead of all others.

The VFW is also concerned about the fund-
ing for this proposal. The special monthly
benefit would consume almost $500 million of
the VA’s budget over the next five years.
With waves of service members returning
from Iraq and Afghanistan and presenting
challenges for the entire VA health care sys-
tem, especially for those who are grievously
wounded, taking away money to give a spe-
cial bonus to one segment of veterans is not
right. This is especially true because the
vast majority of the Merchant Marines cov-
ered under this bill are already entitled to
VA health care and most veterans’ benefits.

The VFW greatly respects their bravery
and their dedication, but we cannot support
legislation that singles them out above other
deserving groups. We ask you to keep these
issues in mind, and to oppose this bill’s pas-
sage.

Very truly yours,
ROBERT E. WALLACE,
Executive Director.

WORLD WAR II SERVICE BY PARTICULAR
GROUPS

A number of groups who provided
military-related service to the United
States can receive VA benefits. A dis-
charge by the Secretary of Defense is
needed to qualify. Service in the fol-
lowing groups has been certified as ac-
tive military service for benefits pur-
poses:

Date of recognition

Recognized group

8 Mar 79

Women's Air Force Service Pilots (WASPs) (WWII).

18 Mar 80

Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WAAC) (WWII).

22 Jan 81

Civilian E

17 Jul 81

Male Civilian Ferry Pilots (WWII).

7 Apr 82

Wake Island defenders from Guam (WWII).

27 Dec 82

~o G wN

10 May 83

Guam Combat Patrol (WWII).

Pacific Naval Air Bases, Who Actively Participated in the Defense of Wake Island during WWII.

Civilian Personnel Assigned to the Secret Intelligence Element of the 0SS. (WWII).
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RECOGNIZED GROUPS UNDER PUBLIC LAW 95-202—Continued

Date of recognition

Recognized group

Quartermaster Corps Keswick Crew on Corregidor (WWII).
U.S. Civilian Volunteers Who Actively Participated in the Defense of Bataan (WWII).

U.S. Merchant Seamen Who Served on Blockships in Support of Operation Mulberry in the World War Il invasion of Normandy (WWII).

American M t Marine in 0 Service during the Period of Armed Conflict, December 7, 1941 to August 15, 1945 (WWII).

Civ{léanlguzié.) I(ﬂ\m”l)FF Technicians Who Served in the Combat Areas of the Pacific during World War Il (December 7, 1941 to August

U.S. Civilians of the American Field Service (AFS) Who Served Overseas Under U.S. Armies and U.S. Army Groups in World War Il
During the Period December 7, 1941 through May 8, 1945 (WWII).

U.S. Civilian Flight Crew and Aviation Ground Support Employees of American Airlines Who Served Overseas as a result of American
Airlines’ Contract with Air Transport Command during the Period December 14, 1941 through August 14, 1945 (WWII).

Civilian Crewmen of the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey vessels who performed their service in areas of immediate military
hazard while conducting cooperative operations with and for the United States Armed Forces within a time frame of December 7,
1941 to August 15, 1945 (WWII) (Qualifying vessels are: the Derickson, Explorer, Gilber, Hilgard, E. Lester Jones, Lydonia Patton,
Surveyor, Wainwright, Westdahl, Oceanographer, Hydrographer and Pathfinder).

Honorably Discharged Members of the American Volunteer Group (Flying Tigers) Who Served During the Period December 7, 1941 to
July 18, 1942 (WwII).

U.S. Civilian Flight Crew and Aviation Ground Support Employees of United Air Lines (UAL), Who Served Overseas as a Result of
UAL'’s Contract With the Air Transport Command During the Period December 14, 1941 through August 14, 1945 (WWII).

U.S. Civilian Flight Crew and Aviation Ground Support Employees of Transcontinental and Western Air (TWA), Inc., Who Served Over-
?89?155 ?\mnsesult of TWA’s Contract with the Air Transport Command during the Period December 14, 1941 through August 14,

U.S. Civilian Flight Crew and Aviation Ground Support Employees of Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corporation (Convair Division), Who
Served Overseas as a Result of a Contract with the Air Transport Command during the Period (WWII) U.S. Civilian Flight Crew
and Aviation Ground Support during the Period December 7, 1941 through August 14, 1945 (WWII).

U.S. Civilian Flight Crew and Aviation Ground Support Employees of Pan American World Airways and its subsidiaries and affiliates,
Who Served Overseas as a Result of Pan American’s Contract with the Air Transport Command and Naval Air Transport Service

during the Period December 14, 1941 through August 14, 1945 (WWII).

March 31, 1943 (WWII)

Honorably Discharged Members of the American Volunteer Guard, Eritrea Service Command during the Period June 21, 1942 to

U.S. Civilian Flight Crew and Aviation Ground Support Employees of Northwest Airlines, Who Served Overseas as a Result of North-

west Airlines” Contract with the Air Transport Command during the Period December 14, 1941 through August 14, 1945 (WWII).

riod January 2, 1942 to June 12, 1945 (WWII).

U.S. Civilian Female Employees of the U.S. Army Nurse Corps While Serving in the Defense of Bataan and Corregidor During the Pe-

U.S. Civilian Flight Crew and Aviation Ground Support Employees of Northeast Airlines Atlantic Division, who served overseas in the

result Northeast Airlines’ contract with the Air Transport Command during the Period December 7, 1941, to August 14, 1945

(WWII).

(
U.S. Civilian Flight Crew and Aviation Ground Support Employees of Braniff Airways, who served overseas in the North Atlantic or

under the jurisdiction of the North Atlantic Wing as a result of a contract with Air Transport Command during the period February

26 1942 to August 14, 1945 (WWII).

y 50 Chamorro and Carolinian policemen, who received military training and under the command of the 6th Provisional

Mllltary Pollce Battalion, to accompany U.S. Marines in combat patrol activity from August 19, 1945, to September 2, 1945,

7 Feb 84
7 Feb 84
18 Oct 85
19 Jan 88
2 Aug 88
13 e s 30 Aug 90
14 e 5 Oct 90
15 s 8 Apr 91
16 oreerererereneneseeseenensnsnes 3 May 91
17 rrererereresesessssnmnsnenes 12 May 92
18 rrerererereneneseeseenmnnre s 12 May 92
19 e s 29 Jun 92
L N 17 Jul 92
21 29 Jun 92
22 oo 13 Dec 93
K 13 Dec 93
N 2 Jun 97
N 2 Jun 97
LN 30 Sep 99
. 27 Aug 99
2 N 9 Aug 00

through August 15, 1945,

Operational Analysis Group of the Office of Scientific Research and Development, who served overseas from December 7, 1941,

Service as a member of the Alaska Territorial Guard during World War Il of any individual who was honorably discharged under sec-

tion 8147 of the Department of Defense Appropriations Act of 2001 (P.L. 106-259).

Now, while I am disappointed with
regard to the outcome, I am encour-
aged that when the vote was concluded
that Chairman FILNER had agreed to
consider separate legislation with re-
gard to these groups. Immediately fol-
lowing the markup, I introduced H.R.
2270, the Benefits of Qualified World
War II Veterans Act of 2009, which pro-
vides equity to those other groups by
providing them the same type of pay-
ment as sought here today.

Now that this whole issue is becom-
ing better understood, it is my hope
that other Members will join me in
supporting H.R. 2270 to ensure fair
treatment for all of these groups equal-
ly deserving.

H.R. 23, as amended, much like the
legislation that comes to the floor, is
certainly well meaning, but I must op-
pose it. I oppose it because you cannot
resolve an inequity through discrimi-
nation, and that’s exactly what this
bill does.

Madam Speaker, H.R. 23, as amended,
would provide an unprecedented $1,000
monthly payment to World War Il Merchant
Mariners.

There is no dispute that these mariners
braved great danger and suffered great loss in
their service to the Allies.

This service has been recognized. These
Merchant Mariners were given veteran status
in 1988 and have VA healthcare and benefits.
This bill would grant them a non-service con-
nected pension unlike anything Congress has
authorized, with one exception: the service
pension of $1,100 for recipients of the Medal
of Honor.

Thus, the conversation about the Merchant
Marines’ degree of valor is off the mark. They
were valorous. They have been granted vet-

erans’ status. The question is whether we
should now give them a service pension,
which we do not do for other groups of vet-
erans except our most highly decorated vet-
erans, our Medal of Honor recipients.

The argument begin made is that the Mer-
chant Mariners were shortchanged because
they did not receive G.l. Bill benefits, unlike
the members of the Armed Forces who served
in World War Il. However, twenty-eight other
Veterans groups who were also contractors
and mercenaries that also provided military-re-
lated service to the U.S. in World War Il have
also received veteran status as the Merchant
Mariners, and likewise did not qualify for the
G.l. Bill.

If equity was really the issue, this bill should
help these groups, too; but H.R. 23, as
amended, unfairly ignores them and thus does
not provide full equity. It creates an inequity
among veterans, diminishing the value of one
group’s service about others’. It is not possible
to resolve an inequity through bias to Mer-
chant Marines by discriminating against simi-
larly situated veterans groups.

Madam Speaker, | ask unanimous consent
that the names of these 28 groups be inserted
into the RECORD with my statement so that the
discriminations against these veterans by this
Congress will be noted.

One of those other groups of similarly situ-
ated veterans are members of the American
Volunteer Group, famously known as the Fly-
ing Tigers. They were American P-40 pilots
and ground crews who worked for the Chinese
government in the air defense of Rangoon and
other parts of China before and after the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor.

The Flying Tigers are credited with destroy-
ing an impressive 297 enemy aircraft and had
one of the best kill ratios of any air group in
the Pacific theater. There were approximately

80 pilots that flew for the Flying Tigers, of
which 21 died in service.

An amazing 19 of them were credited with
five or more air to air victories, making them
aces.

Of the over 300 original members of the Fly-
ing Tigers only 18 of them are still with us
today—yet the chairman has chosen to dis-
criminate against them.

Another one of these groups that | would
like to highlight are the Women Air Force
Service Pilots (WASPS). These were female
pilots who flew every type of mission that any
Army Air Force male pilot flew during World
War I, except combat missions.

They freed up male pilots for combat by fly-
ing planes from factories to airfields and over-
all flew 60 million miles in every type aircraft
in the Army Air Force arsenal—from the fast-
est fighters to the heaviest bombers.

More than 25,000 women applied for WASP
service, and fewer than 1,900 were accepted.
After completing months of military flight train-
ing, 1,078 of them earned their wings and be-
came the first women in history to fly Amer-
ican military aircraft. Thirty-eight of these
brave pilots died while serving their country—
yet the chairman has chosen to discriminate
against them.

Madam Speaker, these are just the stories
of two of these groups who all served loyally,
selflessly, and courageously.

Their service contributed directly to victory
in 1945 and yet they are ignored by this bill.

In their May 11th letter to all members op-
posing H.R. 23, as amended, the Veterans of
Foreign Wars agreed with this argument and
stated with respect to the Merchant Mariners
of World War Il that, “Singling out this group—
no matter how valiant their service—would
create inequities. Congress should not single
them out for special benefits when they are

i

not provided to other groups . . .”.
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Madam Speaker | offered an amendment at
the Full Committee markup of H.R. 23, as
amended, to include these other 28 groups
but it was rejected by a vote of 15-14.

| am very disappointed by this outcome.

Immediately following the markup, | intro-
duced H.R. 2270, the Benefits for Qualified
World War Il Veterans Act of 2009, which pro-
vides equity to these other groups by pro-
viding them the same $1,000 a month pension
that H.R. 23, as amended, would provide to
Merchant Mariners. Now that this whole issue
is becoming better understood, it is my hope
that other members will join me in supporting
H.R. 2270 to ensure fair treatment for all of
these groups who are equally deserving.

H.R. 23, as amended, like much of the leg-
islation that comes to this floor, is certainly
well-meaning. It may well pass the House, al-
though | have opposed it. And if it does, then
it will behoove us to also provide full equity
and pass H.R. 2270 as soon as it can be
brought to the floor. | urge all members to op-
pose H.R. 23, as amended.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. BUYER. I urge all Members to
oppose this legislation before us, and I
appeal to them, do not create a service
pension that will differentiate mem-
bers’ service from others. This is the
wrong approach.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, with-
out a doubt these men, now octogenar-
ians, average age almost 85, fought the
good fight and gave our country their
all. And H.R. 23 will provide them with
the compensation they earned or was
promised them and has been denied for
decades, not just in words but in deeds.

Madam Speaker, I ask that letters of
support from the American Maritime
Officers, the International Organiza-
tion of Masters, Mates & Pilots, the
Marine Engineers’ Beneficial Associa-
tion, and the Seafarers International
Union expressing their strong support
for H.R. 23, as amended, be included in
the RECORD.

MAY 5, 2009.

Hon. BoB FILNER,

Chairman, House Veterans’ Affairs Committee,
Cannon House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: We are writing on be-
half of the undersigned American maritime
labor organizations to express our strong
support for H.R. 23, the ‘‘Belated Thank You
to the Merchant Mariners of World War II
Act of 2009” and to urge your Committee to
favorably report this legislation. The organi-
zations we represent have the privilege of in-
cluding among our retired members individ-
uals who served our country with honor and
distinction during World War II. These World
War II merchant mariners are truly rep-
resentative of the ‘“‘Greatest Generation”,
and we are extremely proud of them and the
example they have set for all merchant
mariners who continue to respond to our Na-
tion’s call whenever and wherever they are
needed.

General Colin Powell, following the Per-
sian Gulf War, said that: ‘“‘Since I became
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, I have
come to appreciate first-hand why our Mer-
chant Marine has long been called our Na-
tion’s fourth arm of defense. The American
seafarer provides an essential service to the
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well-being of our Nation as was dem-
onstrated so clearly during Operation Desert
Shield and Desert Storm . . .

We agree wholeheartedly with you that the
enactment of H.R. 23 is necessary ‘‘to correct
an injustice that has been inflicted upon a
group of World War II veterans, the World
War II United States merchant mariners.”
We sincerely thank you, Mr. Chairman, for
your initiative in working to address this in-
justice by sponsoring legislation to provide
long-overdue recognition and benefits to
World War IT merchant mariners. We are also
grateful to your colleagues who have cospon-
sored H.R. 23 and for their decision to add
their names to the bipartisan supporters who
are committed to working with you and with
us for the enactment of H.R. 23 this year.

There is not, nor should there be, any de-
bate as to the invaluable service given by
American merchant mariners during World
War II. In fact, World War II merchant mari-
ners suffered the highest casualty rate of
any of the branches of the Armed Forces
other than the United States Marine Corps,
as they delivered troops, tanks, food, fuel
and other needed equipment and material to
every theater of World War II. Enemy forces
sank more than 800 merchant vessels be-
tween 1941 and 1944 alone.

As General of the Army, Allied Expedi-
tionary Forces in Europe, Dwight David Ei-
senhower stated, ‘“When final victory is ours
there is no organization that will share its
credit, more deservedly that the Merchant
Marine.” Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz,
Commander in Chief, Pacific Theater, said
that ‘“The Merchant Marine . . . has repeat-
edly proved its right to be considered as an
integral part of our fighting team.”

General of the Army Douglas MacArthur,
speaking of the merchant seamen who sup-
ported the liberation of the Philippines, stat-
ed that ‘“With us, they have shared the
heaviest enemy fire. On these islands I have
ordered them off their ships and into fox-
holes when their ships became untenable tar-
gets of attack. At our side they have suffered
in bloodshed and death . . . They have con-
tributed tremendously to our success. I hold
no branch in higher esteem than the Mer-
chant Marine Service.”

Finally, President Franklin Roosevelt elo-
quently and accurately summed up the con-
tributions of World War II merchant mari-
ners, telling the country and the world that
they ‘‘have written one of the most brilliant
chapters. They have delivered the goods
when and where needed in every theater of
operations and across every ocean in the big-
gest, the most difficult and most dangerous
job ever taken.”

Yet, despite this record of exemplary, in-
dispensable service to America’s war efforts,
merchant mariners were not given the for-
mal recognition and benefits granted other
services by the Congress through the GI Bill
of Rights in 1945. In fact, no legislation to
recognize the contributions made by World
War II merchant mariners was enacted until
Congress extended limited veterans’ status
to these gallant American citizens in 1988.

We believe, as you have stated Mr. Chair-
man, that it is time to correct this injustice.
We believe our country has an obligation to
the remaining World War II merchant mari-
ners, to fully acknowledge their service and
to give them the measure of benefit called
for in H.R. 23. We ask you and your Com-
mittee to take the first step in righting this
wrong by favorably reporting H.R. 23 to the
House of Representatives for its consider-
ation.

We note that during the consideration of
H.R. 23 in the last Congress, changes were
made to the legislation that would, among
other things, reduce its overall cost. For ex-
ample, it no longer provides any payment of
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benefits to survivors’ spouses and revised the
legislation so that it is no longer self-funded.
Rather, it sets up a Merchant Mariner Eq-
uity Compensation Fund and leaves it to
Congress to later determine funding within
its spending caps. Finally, those who have
received benefits under the Servicemen’s Re-
adjustment Act of 1944 (the GI Bill—PL 78—
346) are not eligible for benefits under H.R.
23. The bill, with these changes, is the legis-
lation that was adopted by the House of Rep-
resentatives on July 7, 2007 and we continue
to support H.R. 23 with these changes.

We again thank you and your colleagues
for the support you have shown for the World
War II merchant mariners and we stand
ready to work with you for its enactment
this year.

Sincerely,

Thomas Bethel, President, American
Maritime Officers; Timothy Brown,
President, International Organization
of Masters, Mates & Pilots; Don Keefe,
President, Marine Engineers’ Bene-
ficial Association; Anthony Poplawski,
President, Marine Firemen’s TUnion;
Gunnar Lundeberg, President, Sailors’
Union of the Pacific; Michael Sacco,
President, Seafarers International
Union.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR UNIFORMED SERVICES®,
Springfield, VA, May 11, 2009.

DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS:

On behalf of the National Association for
Uniformed Services (NAUS), celebrating its
41st year representing all ranks, branches
and components of the uniformed services,
their spouses and survivors, I write to ask
you to approve H.R. 23, the Belated Thank
You to Merchant Mariners of World War II
Act of 2009. NAUS strongly urges you to rec-
ognize finally, completely, and honorably,
the service given in harm’s-way during
World War II by members of the U.S. Mer-
chant Marines.

Despite recent arguments against this bill,
H.R. 23 does not, repeat, not put one group
ahead of all others nor does it take funding
away from any other veterans groups or pro-
grams. History shows that the Merchant
Mariners of World War II had every reason-
able expectation that they would be treated
as veterans for their service in World War II.

When President Roosevelt signed the GI
Bill in 1944, he said, ‘I trust Congress will
soon provide similar opportunities to mem-
bers of the Merchant Marine who risked
their lives time and again during the War for
the welfare of their country.” Unfortunately,
Congress did not act until 44 years later,
long after other war veterans had used the
generous benefits our nation provided and
had received the medical care necessary to
treat their wounds.

For all those years, the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine Combat Veterans received no help from
the Government they served and little to no
recognition for wartime service to our coun-
try. They missed out on the GI Bill for their
education, the GI Home Loan Program for
purchase of their family home, and related
earned benefits, not to mention the cost of
the medical care they underwent for the
wounds, injuries and illnesses they experi-
enced. Their service was shelved and taken
for granted.

Nearly 300,000 men answered the call to
train and serve in the U.S. Merchant Marine
during WWII. Many never returned home and
many others who did return came back with
both physical and mental wounds. These men
put their lives on the line for their country
with 9,521 killed (or died from wounds), 12,000
wounded, 663 taken as Prisoner of War, and
66 who died in POW camps.

Fewer than 10,000 of these brave men, who
challenged our enemy at sea and willingly
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risked life to help win the war, survive
today. We ask you to support those now al-
most-ancient mariners whose heroic con-
tribution as members of the ocean-going
Merchant Mariners struggled to help secure
the American victory in World War II.

On behalf of a grateful nation, I urge you
to honor these brave men with your vote for
H.R. 23, The Belated Thank You to the Mer-
chant Mariner Combat Veterans of World
War II. Time is running short for a final
thanks to the Merchant Mariner of World
War II. Let us not squander this opportunity.
As always, thank you for your leadership and
continued support of America’s veterans.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. MATZ, Jr.,
Major General, U.S. Army, Retired,
President.
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR UNIFORMED SERVICES,®
Springfield, VA, May 5, 2009.
Hon. BOB FILNER,
Chairman, Veterans’ Affairs Committee, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the Na-
tional Association for Uniformed Services
(NAUS), I write to offer our support for H.R.
23, The Belated Thank You to the Merchant
Mariners of World War II Act of 2009, a bill
to recognize the honorable service these
brave and courageous individuals gave in
wartime to their country.

By establishing a Merchant Mariners Eq-
uity Compensation Fund, the bill would pro-
vide monthly payments of $1,000 to quali-
fying members of the United States Mer-
chant Marines who, motivated by a deep love
of country and personal sense of patriotism,
faced enemy action and contributed deci-
sively to the war’s final victory.

NAUS commends your strength of leader-
ship in recognition of the heroic service put
forth during World War II by the thousands
of young men who volunteered for service in
the U.S. Merchant Marine. These forgotten
heroes have struggled for more than six dec-
ades for honorable recognition by the nation
they proudly served and their recognition is
long overdue.

Once again, the National Association for
Uniformed Services fully supports The Be-
lated Thank You to the Merchant Mariners
of World War II Act. We appreciate working
with you and thank you for your leadership
in recognizing the vital role these brave men
served in helping to win the war.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM M. MATZ, JR.,
Major General, U.S. Army, Retired,
President.

Madam Speaker, William Matz, Jr.,
major general of the U.S. Army, re-
tired, who is president of the National
Association for Uniformed Services,
wrote to all Members of Congress that
“‘on behalf of NAUS celebrating its 41st
year representing all ranks, branches
and components of the uniformed serv-
ices, their spouses and survivors, I
write to ask you to approve H.R. 23, the
Belated Thank You to Merchant Mari-
ners of World War II Act of 2009. NAUS
strongly urges you to recognize finally,
completely, and honorably, the service
given in harm’s way during World War
IT by members of the U.S. Merchant
Marines.

“Despite recent arguments against
this bill, H.R. 23 does not, repeat, not
put one group ahead of all others nor
does it take funding away from any
other veterans group or programs. His-
tory shows that the Merchant Mariners
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of World War II had every reasonable
expectation that they would be treated
as veterans for their service in World
War II.

“When President Roosevelt signed
the GI Bill in 1944, he said, ‘I trust Con-
gress will soon provide similar opportu-
nities to members of the Merchant Ma-
rine who risked their lives time and
time again during the War for the wel-
fare of their country.” Unfortunately,
Congress did not act until 44 years
later, long after other war veterans had
used the generous benefits our Nation
provided and had received the medical
care necessary to their wounds.

“For all those years, the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine Combat Veterans re-
ceived no help from the government
they served and little to no recognition
for wartime service to our country.
They missed out on the GI Bill for
their education, the GI Home Loan
Program for purchase of their family
home, and related earned benefits, not
to mention the cost of the medical care
they underwent for the wounds, inju-
ries and illnesses they experienced.
Their service was shelved and taken for
granted.

“Nearly 300,000 men answered the
call to train and serve in the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine during World War II.
Many never returned home and many
others who did return came back with
both physical and mental wounds.
These men put their lives on the line
for their country with 9,521 killed (or
died from wounds) 12,000 wounded, 663
taken as prisoner of war, and 66 who
died in POW camps.

“Fewer than 10,000 of these brave
men, who challenged our enemy at sea
and willingly risked life to help win the
war, survive today. We ask you to sup-
port these now almost-ancient mari-
ners whose heroic contribution as
members of the ocean-going merchant
mariners struggled to help secure the
American victory in World War II.

“On behalf of a grateful Nation, I
urge you to honor these brave men
with your vote for H.R. 23, the Belated
Thank You to the Merchant Mariner
Combat Veterans of World War II.
Time is running short for a final
thanks to the merchant mariner of
World War II. Let us not squander this
opportunity.”

Madam Speaker, that was the letter
from the president of the National As-
sociation for Uniformed Services,
Major General William Matz of the
U.S. Army, Retired.

I can say it no better, and I urge my
colleagues to unanimously support
H.R. 23, as amended.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FILNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 23, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GAO STUDY OF CIVIL AIR PATROL
IN HOMELAND SECURITY MIS-
SIONS

Mr. WALZ. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1178) to direct the Comptroller
General of the United States to con-
duct a study on the use of Civil Air Pa-
trol personnel and resources to support
homeland security missions, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1178

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. CIVIL AIR PATROL STUDY.

(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of the
United States shall conduct a study of the func-
tions and capabilities of the Civil Air Patrol to
support the homeland security missions of State,
local, and tribal governments and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. In conducting the
study, the Comptroller General shall review the
process by which the Civil Air Patrol may pro-
vide assistance to the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, other Federal agencies, and States to
support homeland security missions by—

(1) providing aerial reconnaissance or commu-
nications capabilities for border security;

(2) providing capabilities for collective re-
sponse to an act of terrorism, natural disaster,
or other man-made event by assisting in damage
assessment and situational awareness, con-
ducting search and rescue operations, assisting
in evacuations, transporting time-sensitive med-
ical or other materials;

(3) providing assistance in the exercise and
training of departmental resources responsible
for the intercept of aviation threats to des-
ignated restricted areas; and

(4) carrying out such other activities as may
be determined appropriate by the Comptroller
General in the conduct of this review.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General shall submit to the Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Committees on Homeland Se-
curity and Transportation and Infrastructure of
the House of Representatives and the Committee
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate a report containing the find-
ings of the review conducted under subsection
(a). The report shall include—

(1) an assessment of the feasibility and cost ef-
fectiveness of using Civil Air Patrol assets for
the purposes described in subsection (a); and

(2) an assessment as to whether the current
mechanisms for Federal agencies and States to
request support from the Civil Air Patrol are
sufficient or whether new agreements between
relevant Federal agencies and the Civil Air Pa-
trol are necessary.

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 90
days after the date of receipt of the report under
subsection (b), the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity shall review and analyze the study and sub-
mit to the Committees on Homeland Security
and Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs of
the Senate a report on such review and anal-
ysis, which shall include any recommendations
of the Secretary for further action that could af-
fect the organization and administration of the
Department of Homeland Security.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT)
each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALZ. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include any extraneous
material on H.R. 1178.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

Mr. WALZ. Madam Speaker, I would
like to insert into the RECORD an ex-
change of letters between Chairman
OBERSTAR and Chairman THOMPSON re-
garding H.R. 1178.

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
WASHINGTON, DC, MAY 7, 2009.

Hon. JAMES L. OBERSTAR,

Chairman, Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure,

House of Representatives, Rayburn House Office
Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing you re-
garding H.R.1178, a bill ‘“To direct the Comp-
troller General of the United States to con-
duct a study on the use of Civil Air Patrol
personnel and resources to support homeland
security missions, and for other purposes,”’
introduced on February 25, 2009, by Congress-
man Charles W. Dent. This legislation was
initially referred to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure and, in
addition, to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity.

In the interest of permitting your Com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important legislation, I
will waive further consideration of H.R. 1178.
However, agreeing to waive consideration of
this bill should not be construed as the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security waiving, alter-
ing, or otherwise affecting its jurisdiction
over subject matters contained in the bill
which fall within its Rule X jurisdiction.

Further, I request your support for the ap-
pointment of Homeland Security conferees
during any House-Senate conference con-
vened on this legislation. I also ask that a
copy of this letter and your response be
placed in the Congressional Record during
floor consideration of this bill.

I look forward to working with you on this
legislation and other matters of great impor-
tance to this nation.

Sincerely,
BENNIE G. THOMPSON,
Chairman.
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE, WASHINGTON, DC,
MAY 7, 2009.
Hon. BENNIE G. THOMPSON,
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security,
Ford House Office Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN THOMPSON: Thank you for
your May 7, 2009 letter regarding H.R. 1178, a
bill to direct the Comptroller General of the
United States to conduct a study on the use
of Civil Air Patrol personnel and resources
to support homeland security missions.

I agree that provisions in H.R. 1178 are of
jurisdictional interest to the Committee on
Homeland Security. I appreciate your will-
ingness to waive rights to further consider-
ation of H.R. 1178 to ensure the timely con-
sideration of this legislation, and I acknowl-
edge that through this waiver, your Com-
mittee is not relinquishing its jurisdiction
over this legislation or similar language.
Further, I will support your request to be
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represented in a House-Senate conference on
those provisions over which the Committee
on Homeland Security has jurisdiction in
H.R. 1178.

This exchange of letters will be placed in
the Congressional Record as part of the con-
sideration of H.R. 1178 in the House.

I value your cooperation and look forward
to working with you as we move ahead with
this legislation.

Sincerely,
JAMES L. OBERSTAR, M.C.
Chairman.

Madam Speaker, I yield myself as
much time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
the gentleman from Pennsylvania’s
legislation, H.R. 1178. It does direct the
Comptroller General to do a smart
study of the Civil Air Patrol’s ability
to support the Nation’s Homeland Se-
curity and emergency response activi-
ties.

Specifically, H.R. 1178 requires the
Government Accountability Office to
issue a report within 180 days of enact-
ment that will describe the current
functions and capabilities of the Civil
Air Patrol to support emergency re-
sponse and Homeland Security mis-
sions.

GAO is required to assess how the
Civil Air Patrol may provide assistance
for border security and a variety of
threats and hazards, such as damage
assessment, search and rescue oper-
ations, evacuations and transporting
time-sensitive medical materials.

In addition, the report must focus on
the cost-effectiveness of using the Civil
Air Patrol to support a security mis-
sion, as well as whether mechanisms
and agreements are sufficient, or
whether new agreements between Fed-
eral agencies and the Civil Air Patrol
are necessary to request support. The
report must be reviewed and analyzed
by the Secretary of Homeland Security
and presented to Congress within 90
days with any recommendations for
further action.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting H.R. 1178.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DENT. I thank my good friend,
the gentleman from Minnesota, for his
kind comments about my legislation.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 1178. This bill, which I in-
troduced in February of this year, is
similar to the Civil Air Patrol legisla-
tion that was passed by this House dur-
ing the 110th Congress with over-
whelming bipartisan support. I am
pleased to have the opportunity to
bring this bill before the House for con-
sideration once again.

I would like to thank Chairman
OBERSTAR and Ranking Member MICA
of the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure for their coopera-
tion and support in bringing this legis-
lation to the floor today. I would also
like to extend my gratitude to Chair-
man BENNIE THOMPSON and Ranking
Member PETER KING and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security for their
continued support for this initiative.
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Additionally, I would also like to
thank Chairwoman SHEILA JACKSON-
LEE of the Subcommittee on Transpor-
tation Security and Infrastructure Pro-
tection, on which I serve as ranking
member, for her support as a cosponsor
of H.R. 1178.

This bill, H.R. 1178, directs the Comp-
troller General of the Government Ac-
countability Office to conduct a study
to determine how the Civil Air Patrol
or CAP can help support Homeland Se-
curity missions. The GAO will generate
a report based on the findings of the
study. Once complete, the report will
be reviewed by both the Homeland Se-
curity Committee and the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee.

Specifically, this study will examine
the ways in which the Civil Air Patrol
may assist State, local and tribal gov-
ernments and the Department of
Homeland Security by providing aerial
reconnaissance or communications as-
sistance for border security, aug-
menting the Department’s situational
awareness in search and rescue capa-
bilities in the aftermath of an act of
terrorism, natural disaster or other
catastrophic event, and providing other
assistance deemed appropriate by the
Comptroller General.

Once the study is completed and the
GAO publishes its report, DHS must re-
view and analyze that report, and with-
in 90 days submit recommendations to
Congress for further action. Aviation
assets traditionally have played an im-
portant role in border security, in the
interdiction of contraband and in
search and rescue operations, evacu-
ations and after-action analysis that
must be performed in the wake of a
catastrophic event.

We watch as communities continue
to deal with fires or tornados, hurri-
canes, and floods that turn families’
lives upside down. We continue to wit-
ness drug cartel violence on the Mexi-
can border.

H.R. 1178 will allow for further expla-
nation into the use of the Civil Air Pa-
trol capabilities for delivering needed
relief in such situations. The Civil Air
Patrol has a long history of service to
this Nation. The organization was
founded at the outbreak of the Second
World War, during which it served as a
vital watchdog along the coastlines of
America, protecting us from the threat
of German U-boats that patrolled our
shores. I even believe they got a few
back then.

Since that time, the Civil Air Patrol
has regularly assisted States in search
and rescue operations and emergency
response, including action during Hur-
ricanes Katrina and Rita. The Civil Air
Patrol deployed 1,800 members to the
devastated areas, logging more than
50,000 volunteer hours and distributing
over 30,000 pounds of relief supplies.

Today our Civil Air Patrol force of
approximately 57,000 volunteers from
varying professional backgrounds, with
over 500 aircraft across the country,
stands ready to assist in the aforemen-
tioned missions. In the Commonwealth
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of Pennsylvania alone, we have over
2,300 volunteers, over 1,000 of which are
cadets between the ages of 12 and 18.

I urge my colleagues to support this
piece of legislation as we help to en-
sure the effective use of all available
resources for securing our Homeland
Security. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to say here today that the Civil
Air Patrol enthusiastically supports
this legislation.

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 1178 originally introduced by my
colleague from Pennsylvania, Mr. DENT. The
bill directs the Comptroller General of the Gov-
ernment Accountability Office (GAO) to con-
duct a study to determine how the Civil Air Pa-
trol (CAP) can help support homeland security
missions and to report to Congress on his
findings.

The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) is a Congression-
ally-chartered, federally-supported, non-profit
corporation that serves as the official auxiliary
of the United States Air Force (USAF). First
organized over sixty years ago at the begin-
ning of World War II, the Civil Air Patrol is a
57,000-member volunteer cadre that flies 500
planes nationwide.

In addition to its aerospace education mis-
sion for youth and the general public, the Civil
Air Patrol handles 90 percent of inland search
and rescue missions. Its members are respon-
sible for approximately 75 lives saved each
year.

Civil Air Patrol planes have been among the
first to survey the aftermath of such disasters
as the attacks of September 11, 2001, Hurri-
cane Katrina, Texas and Oklahoma wildfires,
and North Dakota flash flooding. The Civil Air
Patrol has also assisted in humanitarian mis-
sions along the U.S. and Mexican border.

Border security, drug interdiction, search
and rescue are just a few missions in which
airborne reconnaissance and tracking would
give homeland security officials valuable infor-
mation critical to carrying out their objective.

The Civil Air Patrol is eager to further assist
in Homeland Security missions. This bill will
help better define how the Civil Air Patrol may
be used more extensively to aid in homeland
security missions.

Mr. DENT. I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. WALZ. I thank the gentleman for
his thoughtful piece of legislation, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
WALZ) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 1178, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
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COMMENDING FLOOD FIGHTING
EFFORTS IN NORTH DAKOTA
AND MINNESOTA

Mr. WALZz. Madam Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 415) commending the he-
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roic efforts of the people fighting the
floods in North Dakota and Minnesota.
The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 415

Whereas 47 of the 53 counties in North Da-
kota and 28 of the 87 counties in Minnesota
have been declared Federal disaster areas;

Whereas wide swaths of North Dakota and
Minnesota have faced unprecedented flood-
ing crises, including cities along the Des
Lacs, Heart, James, Knife, Missouri, Little
Missouri, Park, Pembina, Red, Sheyenne,
Souris, and Wild Rice Rivers and Beaver
Creek;

Whereas the people of North Dakota and
Minnesota have suffered tremendous damage
to their homes, livelihoods, and commu-
nities;

Whereas the ranchers of North Dakota and
Minnesota are estimated to have lost nearly
100,000 head of livestock;

Whereas many of the roads and bridges,
and much of the other infrastructure, in
North Dakota and Minnesota are in need of
repair;

Whereas, despite terrible conditions, the
people of North Dakota and Minnesota have
shown the strength of their shared bond,
coming together in large numbers to save
their cities, towns, businesses, farms, and
ranches;

Whereas stories of exceptional efforts
abound, from people filling millions of sand-
bags on short notice, to people saving lives
and effecting rapid emergency evacuations;

Whereas Federal, State, and local officials
have provided outstanding leadership and ef-
fective service throughout the crisis in
North Dakota and Minnesota; and

Whereas the response of the people of
North Dakota and Minnesota to the disaster
has shown the world how communities can
unite, fight, and win in a crisis: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the people of North Dakota
and Minnesota for their heroic efforts in
fighting the floods in North Dakota and Min-
nesota;

(2) commends the many people from
around the United States who assisted the
people of North Dakota and Minnesota dur-
ing this time of need;

(3) expresses appreciation to the officials of
the numerous Federal agencies, including
the Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy, working on the ground in North Dakota
and Minnesota for their consistently rapid,
efficient, and effective response to the dis-
aster; and

(4) continues to stand with the commu-
nities of North Dakota and Minnesota in the
efforts to recover from the flooding during
2009, and to improve protections against
flooding in the future.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ-
BALART) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALZ. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H. Res. 415.

May 12, 2009

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

Mr. WALZ. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in the strongest support of H.
Res. 415, a resolution to commend the
heroic efforts of the people fighting the
recent floods in North Dakota and Min-
nesota.

In October of 2007, the House passed
H. Res. 657 to express sympathy for the
victims of the devastating flooding
that occurred in the States of Illinois,
Iowa, Minnesota, Ohio, and Wisconsin.
I spoke on the House floor then to com-
mend our fellow citizens in the wake of
Mother Nature’s wrath, and to thank
the men and women who serve this Na-
tion as National Guardsmen, police of-
ficers, firefighters, emergency medical
personnel, and others, who put them-
selves in danger every day to protect
us. These dedicated professionals were
once again called in the wake of the
Red River floods.

In April 2009, several counties in Min-
nesota were greatly affected by flood-
ing along the Red River. The Red River
flows between North Dakota and Min-
nesota. Flooding along the Red River,
combined with extremely cold weather,
caused severe ice damage. Flooding
conditions along the river were the re-
sult of one of the wettest springs,
where winter stream flows were 300
percent above normal.

Twenty-four hours a day, every day
of the year, all over this country, when
any type of tragedy enters our lives,
from a medical emergency facing a
neighbor to a large-scale national dis-
aster, terrorist attack, or other inci-
dent, our Nation’s emergency respond-
ers and charitable organizations are
the first on the scene to provide profes-
sional services, expert help, aid and
comfort. These well-trained, highly
skilled individuals are truly on the
front lines in preparing for, responding
to, and mitigating damages from a va-
riety of hazards.

In addition to the heroic acts of
neighbors and friends, we rise today to
also acknowledge and praise the sup-
port of local businesses and many char-
itable organizations whose boundless
generosity and caring are just one of
the pillars of recovery on which we
come to rely. I strongly support this
resolution and urge its passage.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, in March, both Min-
nesota and North Dakota, as the gen-
tleman just said, began experiencing
severe storms and flooding. As a result,
major disaster declarations were issued
for a number of counties in those
States pursuant to the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to provide for Federal as-
sistance.

But the numbers are staggering.
Forty-seven of 53 counties in North Da-
kota and 28 of 87 counties in Minnesota
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have been declared Federal disaster
areas. That just tells you the scope and
the size of these floods.

As a Member representing a State
that has seen, unfortunately, its fair
share of storms, I can tell you that
there are so many people that really
allow the people of these States to
move forward and to, frankly, survive
this and, hopefully, prosper from it.

There’s so many people not only from
North Dakota and Minnesota, but from
around the Nation, who assisted in
fighting these floods, and hundreds of
volunteers chipped in to help one an-
other to fill sandbags and to do what-
ever it takes to make sure that they
can help their fellow citizens.

Demolition crews freed up ice jams
and ice dams to get water moving up
the Missouri River to minimize flood-
ing—to try to minimize flooding after,
obviously, so much had already taken
place.

Reportedly, there were so many vol-
unteers who offered to help, some of
them actually had to be turned away.
That says a lot about the greatness of
the American people.

So this resolution commends the peo-
ple of North Dakota and Minnesota for
their heroic actions, as the gentleman
just said, along with those volunteers
from around the country who also
came to assist. It also expresses appre-
ciation to FEMA—the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency—and other
Federal agencies for their work with
the State and local officials.

Again, I want to thank the gen-
tleman for this resolution. People are
hurting and struggling, but the Amer-
ican people have a way to come to-
gether to help each other. This is just
one more example.

I urge the approval and passage of
this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. WALZ. 1 thank the gentleman
from Florida for those kind words. At
this time I yield such time as he may
consume to the author, the gentleman
who introduced this, the gentleman
from North Dakota, who, along with
his constituents, we share a common
border, and we share far more than
that—a culture and a friendship—and
his leadership of making sure that all
possible steps were taken is a real
great example.

So with that I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
North Dakota (Mr. POMEROY).

Mr. POMEROY. I thank the gen-
tleman, my friend, for yielding, and ap-
preciate very much the kind comments
of Mr. DIAZ-BALART as well. Maybe
sometime we can get the gentleman
from southern Florida up for one of our
ice storms. In turn, we can go down for
a hurricane. We will all have kind of a
better understanding one with another.
It certainly does underscore the na-
tional dimension of how we hang to-
gether as a country. You get hit, we
help; we get hit, you help. That’s how
it works. I want to speak to that for a
moment or two in my remarks today.
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The entire country, Madam Speaker,
watched the compelling news coverage
of the massive record flooding in North
Dakota and Minnesota this spring that
resulted from huge accumulations of
snow and dangerous spring ice.

Having witnessed this flood fight
firsthand, I understand what made
these television images so compelling.
From all walks of life, neighbors were
helping neighbors. The Nation got to
see the character of North Dakota and
Minnesota as our communities re-
sponded to this disaster.

In my entire life, I have never seen a
time when so many of our North Da-
kota communities faced disaster
threats—from one end of the State to
the other, and so many places in be-
tween.

Take a look at this picture. This is
rural Cass County, actually outside of
the city limits of Fargo. The next pic-
ture, a city a couple hundred miles
north, Pembina, North Dakota.

These images are like so many small
towns across North Dakota where all
you see is water. Water, water every-
where. One of the operating heads of
the disaster programs in the State ob-
served to me that it has become a place
where our ditches are streams, our
streams are rivers, and our rivers are
lakes. That’s certainly what it felt like
during much of the ordeal of this
spring.

Record snow, in the end, wasn’t the
only threat. This next picture illus-
trates what happens when, as the gen-
tleman illustrated, we had ice jams on
the Missouri River, backing water into
the southern part of Bismarck, known
as Fox Island. It required, as we men-
tioned, demolition to blow up that ice
jam to move this flood out of a place
that has not had a flood threat since
the construction of the Garrison Dam
60 years ago.

In the middle of all these fights,
Fargo Mayor Denny Walaker observed,
If we go down, we’re going to go down
swinging. That absolutely captured the
determination of local leadership and
the citizens that responded as they
fought like crazy to keep their city
from becoming inundated by ram-
paging waters.

Federal, State, and local officials
came together with folks from all
walks of life. And we’re very grateful
to President Obama for moving swiftly
to declare North Dakota and Min-
nesota Federal disaster areas,
unleashing the help that comes with
that designation.

Acting FEMA administrator Nancy
Ward stood with our local leaders, en-
suring they had the Federal disaster
assistance to respond to community
flood threats. Governor Hoeven ended
calling up more than 2,000 National
Guardsmen to respond to the threats.
We observed many times that it was
good having him work in our sand in-
stead of desert sand, as threats this
spring unfolded.

The Corps of Engineers were
present—and even senior leadership

H5431

present in our communities time and
time again. We could not have built the
kind of emergency levees that were re-
quired without the Corps’ expertise.
They are true partners in this fight.

Throughout these ongoing flood
fights I have had the opportunity and
the honor of working with local, city,
and community officials as they led
the battle against the rising waters.
While I have always been impressed
with the caliber and commitment of
our local leadership, I'm now in com-
plete awe after witnessing these indi-
viduals lead their communities in
times of real crisis.

Make no bones about it, city leaders
have been instrumental, instrumental
in keeping their residents and their
communities safe.

When Federal agency heads came to
North Dakota in the middle of all of
this, seeking to provide advice and di-
rection, what they got back was an un-
derstanding of just how thorough the
planning had been and how competent
the local response was as leaders led
the fight against this. I think it under-
scores a lesson we need to keep in mind
in terms of disaster—Federal support,
subject to local leadership, because no
one knows the ground better than local
leaders.

But we all know the heart of our
flood fighting efforts comes down to
the people themselves. And our people
stepped up, bore down, and worked fu-
riously—neighbor helping neighbor in
this struggle to save their homes and
communities.

This is a picture of the Fargodome.
Now that’s an indoor football facility
where Division I North Dakota State
University Bison play their football
games. It was turned into sandbag cen-
tral. In a town of 90,000, over the course
of this ordeal, more than 80,000 volun-
teers came forward, built millions and
millions of sandbags around the clock
at the Fargodome. I was there. I've
never seen anything like it.

In addition to that, National Guard,
local volunteers shown here took those
sandbags in the middle of blizzards and
everything else, built dikes, sometimes
on top of snow banks, sometimes
through some of the toughest snow
storms we have had in the winter.

Having lived this flood fight for sev-
eral weeks, I have seen more examples
of heroism than I can begin to recount,
but the impressions will be with me al-
ways. We will never be able to ade-
quately thank the thousands of Na-
tional Guard, tens of thousands of vol-
unteers, and all the countless govern-
ment agencies who brought to bear
their assistance to fight this record
fight.

I think President Obama put it best
in his radio address which featured our
State’s disaster and response in our re-
gion, because there’s lessons we can
learn from all this. The President said,
“At moments like these we’re re-
minded of the power of nature to dis-
rupt lives and endanger communities.
But we’re also reminded of the power of
individuals to make a difference.
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“In the face of incredible challenge,
the people of these communities have
rallied in support of one another. And
their service isn’t just inspirational—
it’s integral to our response. It’s also a
reminder of what we can achieve when
Americans come together to serve
their communities.

“In facing sudden crises, or more
stubborn challenges, the truth is we
are all in this together as neighbors
and fellow citizens. That is what
brought so many to help in North Da-
kota and Minnesota and other areas af-
fected by the flooding.”

Some may see these images of snow
and rain and sand and mud and water
and say to themselves, Why would any-
one want to live there? But to each of
us who played our respective part in
this fight, experienced the strength of
our community, mobilized together,
shoulder to shoulder, helping one an-
other, we say, Why would someone
want to live anywhere else?

This congressional resolution is a
well-deserved way to express our deep
appreciation as a Congress and recog-
nize North Dakotans and Minnesotans
publicly for their courage and resil-
ience. They are a true inspiration, and
I am committed to standing with them
during the long recovery process that
now lies ahead. I thank you very much
for allowing me this kind of time.

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. I want to thank the gentleman for
that great illustration of what the peo-
ple are facing. I recall that after Hurri-
cane Andrew, I ran into a number of—
obviously—volunteers. And something
that really struck me was, I ran into
two people who were there on vacation,
and they were actually helping in a day
care center for children that had lost
their homes, because the gentleman
just talked about how we all need to
see that and how we all here need to
come together as well.
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But because of that experience, I did
go to Missouri in the nineties after
some floods. I had some days off. I was
in the State legislature in those days.
I volunteered, and I went down there. I
spent a few days sandbagging. And you
really see the best of the country when
people are really hurting and the peo-
ple are really struggling.

Again, we’ve received the kindness of
the American people in Florida mul-
tiple times. You also see how heroic
the American people are. You are see-
ing it now with these storms.

I want to, again, thank the gen-
tleman for bringing up this resolution.
It’s timely. It’s so important to make
sure that we recognize that tough
times are to be had, but the American
people do step up.

In both of those States, they’re going
to do better than they ever were.
They’re going to be stronger, and the
people are going to survive and pros-
per.

With that, Madam Speaker, I would
yield back the remainder of my time.
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Mr. WALZ. I thank the gentleman
from Florida for his words, and I thank
the gentleman from North Dakota for
his inspirational description. Both of
them did a wonderful job of explaining,
when we come out of these most dif-
ficult situations, it’s the best that we
have.

I think, as the gentleman from North
Dakota mentioned, when we saw Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita, we all became
Floridians. And when the Red River
was flooding, we were all Minnesotans
and North Dakotans. A commonality
in this Nation and the ability to pull
together is truly inspirational.

Madam Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Madam Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H. Res. 415, a resolution to
commend the heroic efforts of the people
fighting the floods in North Dakota and Min-
nesota.

In October of 2007, the House passed H.
Res. 657, to express sympathy for the victims
of the devastating flooding that occurred in the
States of lllinois, lowa, Minnesota, Ohio, and
Wisconsin in August of 2007. | spoke on the
House floor then to commend our fellow citi-
zens in the wake of Mother Nature’s wrath,
and to thank the men and women who serve
this nation as police officers, firefighters, and
emergency medical personnel and who place
themselves in great danger every day in order
to protect each one of us. These dedicated
professionals were once again called to duty
last month in the wake of the Red River
floods.

In April of 2009, in my district in Minnesota,
the counties of Cook and Lake were greatly
affected by flooding along the Red River. The
Red River flows north between North Dakota
and Minnesota. Flooding along the Red River,
combined with extremely cold weather, caused
severe ice damage in Cook and Lake coun-
ties. Wadena county was declared a disaster
area and a small section of Beltrami county
was declared eligible for individual and public
assistance. Flooding conditions along the river
were the result of one of the wettest springs
where winter stream flows were up to 300 per-
cent above normal.

Twenty-four hours a day, every day of the
year, all over this country, when any type of
tragedy enters our lives, from a medical emer-
gency facing a neighbor to a large-scale nat-
ural disaster, terrorist attack, or other incident,
our Nation’s emergency responders and chari-
table organizations are the first on the scene
to provide professional services, expert help,
aid and comfort. These well-trained, highly-
skilled individuals are truly on the front lines in
preparing for, responding to, and mitigating
damages from a variety of hazards.

In addition to the heroic acts of our neigh-
bors and friends, we rise today to also ac-
knowledge and praise the support of local
businesses, and many charitable organizations
whose boundless generosity and caring are
just one of the pillars of recovery on which we
have come to rely.

| strongly support this resolution and urge its
passage.

Mr. PETERSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend the people of Minnesota
and North Dakota for the hard work and com-
munity spirit they displayed fighting last
month’s Red River flooding. When the water

May 12, 2009

started to rise, people came from all around to
feed the volunteers and help out in any way
they could. Now, these communities are con-
tinuing to work together all across my district
to rebuild, recover, and get life back to normal.

When I've been back home, I've seen the
recovery effort firsthand. Neighbors all over
my district, in Clay County, Fargo-Moorhead,
and throughout the Red River Valley are work-
ing with one another to repair the damage.
Schools, businesses, and towns are getting
back on their feet.

It's impressive, Madam Speaker, but things
aren’t back to normal yet in North Dakota or
Minnesota. Although we’ve come a long way
since the flood crested a little over a month
ago, we still have a ways to go.

Floods don’t do many good things, but this
flood has shown just how strong our commu-
nities are in the Midwest. In the face of the
toughest odds, Minnesotans and North Dako-
tans united to fight for our community.

| would also like to take this opportunity to
thank the Minnesota and North Dakota Na-
tional Guards. They were mobilized to assist
in the flood relief efforts and did a great job.
Their readiness to help out their neighbors is
what the National Guard is all about. In addi-
tion, 300 soldiers from the Minnesota Guard
were deployed to North Dakota to provide ad-
ditional support for its flood fighting efforts.

We aren’t out of the woods yet. There is
much more to do, and even when we recover
from this flood, we’ll need to start thinking
long-term to prepare for the next one. | com-
mend the people of Minnesota and North Da-
kota for what they’ve done in the recovery ef-
forts. They deserve our thanks.

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, as the
House considers H. Res. 415, | rise to honor
the members of the Civil Air Patrol's Min-
nesota Wing for their response efforts to the
flooding in the Fargo-Moorhead communities
this spring. The area saw some of the worst
flooding in decades and the fact that so many
homes and families were protected is a direct
result of courageous and caring volunteers like
those of the Civil Air Patrol.

The Minnesota Wing sent 122 volunteers
into the area to fill and place thousands of
sandbags in an unprecedented protection ef-
fort. These volunteers also flew aerial damage
assessment missions and staffed a mission
base in Fargo just when the worst flooding
fears were coming true. As the Red River rose
higher than anyone expected, these men,
women and teenage cadets stepped up their
efforts to help their neighbors in their most
desperate time of need.

| rise today, Madam Speaker, to support H.
Res. 415 and to honor the members of the
Minnesota Wing of the Civil Air Patrol who
crossed flooded and snow-covered roads to
answer their neighbors’ call for help. The
motto of the Civil Air Patrol is “Citizens Serv-
ing Communities: Above and Beyond” and |
can think of no group that embodies this slo-
gan better.

Mr. WALZ. I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
WaLz) that the House suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution, H. Res. 415.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

NATIONAL HEALTHY SCHOOLS
DAY

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 370) expressing sup-
port for designation of April 27, 2009, as
“National Healthy Schools Day,” as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RESs. 370

Whereas there are approximately 54,000,000
children and 7,000,000 adults who spend their
days in the Nation’s 120,000 public and pri-
vate schools;

Whereas over half of schools in the United
States have problems linked to indoor air
quality;

Whereas children are more vulnerable to
environmental hazards as they breathe in
more air per pound of body weight due to
their developing systems;

Whereas children spend an average of 30 to
50 hours per week in school;

Whereas poor indoor environmental qual-
ity is associated with a wide range of prob-
lems that include poor concentration, res-
piratory illnesses, learning difficulties, and
cancer;

Whereas an average of 1 out of every 13
school-age children has asthma, the leading
cause of school absenteeism, accounting for
approximately 14,700,000 missed school days
each year;

Whereas the Nation’s schools spend ap-
proximately $8,000,000,000 a year on energy
costs, causing officials to make very difficult
decisions on cutting back much needed aca-
demic programs in efforts to maintain heat
and electricity;

Whereas healthy and high performance
schools designed to reduce energy and main-
tenance costs, provide cleaner air, improve
lighting, and reduce exposures to toxic sub-
stances provide a healthier and safer learn-
ing environment for children and improved
academic achievement and well-being;

Whereas new building construction, espe-
cially new school buildings, should be de-
signed to optimize energy efficiency, lower
energy costs, and reduce carbon dioxide
emissions;

Whereas Congress has demonstrated its in-
terest in this compelling issue by including
the Healthy High-Performance Schools Pro-
gram in the No Child Left Behind Act and
the Energy Independence and Security Act of
2007;

Whereas our schools have the great respon-
sibility of guiding the future of our children
and our Nation; and

Whereas April 27, 2009, would be an appro-
priate date to designate as ‘‘National
Healthy Schools Day’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Healthy Schools Day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
FORTENBERRY) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. I yield myself as much
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, in the coming
months we will address critical prob-
lems in the areas of education, energy
and health care. National Healthy
Schools Day promotes positive changes
in all three areas.

I'm pleased to present the amended
version of House Resolution 370 for
consideration. This legislation ex-
presses the support of Congress for the
goals and ideals of National Healthy
Schools Day.

House Resolution 370 was introduced
by my colleague and friend Representa-
tive PAUL ToONKO from the Empire
State of New York on April 27, which is
actually the day that National Healthy
Schools Day is annually commemo-
rated.

The measure has the support of over
50 Members of Congress and has met
requisite criteria for approval by the
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

Madam Speaker, I am sure you will
agree that it is important to ensure
that our public schools are places that
advance intellectual growth and pro-
vide healthy environments for our chil-
dren to learn and to thrive.

The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy estimates that only 22 percent of
public schools in America have effec-
tive indoor air quality management
programs. More stringent regulation of
indoor air quality in public schools
would protect students against dan-
gerous environmental hazards such as
carbon dioxide, radon and even asbes-
tos.

The National Healthy Schools Day
initiative encourages new efforts to
combat these hazards and limits the
prevalence of indoor environmental
asthma triggers that have been re-
ported to account for more than 14 mil-
lion missed school days each year.

Steps to improve the indoor air qual-
ity of our public schools should work in
conjunction with efforts to make our
schools more energy efficient. Through
the use of new ventilation systems and
the construction of high-performance
so-called green schools, we can make
certain that our educational facilities
are using less energy while providing a
healthier environment for our stu-
dents.

Through efforts to enhance healthy
environments within our school sys-
tems, we can improve educational envi-
ronments as well. Improved energy ef-
ficiency in our schools will reduce en-
ergy costs and allow more resources to
be devoted to other areas, such as hir-
ing new teachers and the acquisition of
new educational tools.

Madam Speaker, the health and well-
being of all American students is para-

H5433

mount. Therefore, let us take one step
forward in providing a high-quality
learning environment for our children
by expressing our support for the goals
and ideals of National Healthy Schools
Day.

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor
of House Resolution 370, as amended.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself as much time as I
may consume.

Some 54 million children and 7 mil-
lion adults, Madam Speaker, spend a
large part of their day in our 120,000
public and private schools. These hard-
working teachers and students deserve
a healthy school environment.

We share a great responsibility in
shaping the future for our children, and
it is critical that it is done in a clean
and safe environment.

When these elements are in place, ev-
eryone’s performance improves, test
scores rise, and attendance levels in-
crease. Our Nation’s children, parents
and educators deserve to know that
their schools provide the safest and
healthiest environment possible.

A National Healthy Schools Day will
help promote school environments that
are conducive to learning and protect
student health.

In order to express support for the
goals and ideals of National Healthy
Schools Day, I also urge my colleagues
to support H. Res. 370.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. I appreciate the gentle-
man’s words.

At this time I would like to yield 5
minutes to the chief sponsor of this
resolution, the one who has brought it
to the floor, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. TONKO).

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Massachusetts.

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 370, a resolution I was proud to
introduce to recognize National
Healthy Schools Day.

National Healthy Schools Day recog-
nizes the importance of having a clean,
healthy and safe indoor environment
for our Nation’s schools.

Fifty-four million children, Madam
Speaker, and 6 million adults spend
their days in our Nation’s schools. The
EPA estimates that up to one-half of
those schools have problems, problems
with indoor air quality. Some 32 mil-
lion students attend schools that have
self-reported environmental problems
with their facilities that can affect stu-
dents’ health and certainly students’
learning.

Some of the hazards common to
schools include overcrowding, indoor
air pollution, mold infestation, air-
borne fiberglass particles, lead and cop-
per-contaminated drinking water,
playgrounds and classrooms with high
levels of pesticides, unchecked furnaces
and buses leaking carbon monoxide,
chemical spills, renovation fumes,
demolition dust, exhaust from gaso-
line-powered equipment and emissions
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from hazardous facilities next door to
their school campus.

These problems can contribute to ab-
senteeism, the need for medication use
amongst students and can contribute
also to learning difficulties, sick build-
ing syndrome, staff turnover and liabil-
ity issues for our school districts
across this great country.

Children are more vulnerable than
adults to environmental hazards in
their schools simply because of their
developing immune systems and small
bodies. Poor indoor environmental
quality has been linked to asthma and
other illnesses in our children. With
one out of every 13 children suffering
from asthma, the number one cause of
missed school days, it is very impor-
tant that we address these issues and
address them boldly.

Research shows that simple steps can
be taken to make our Nation’s schools
healthier. Heating and ventilation
equipment can be improved upon to en-
hance indoor air quality. New schools
can be built with a healthy design and
can be located at nonpolluted sites.
Nontoxic products can be used for
cleaning, for maintenance and for
teaching. The use of natural light
should be encouraged. Certainly we can
improve on that dynamic heavily.

Many States have adopted guidelines
for building healthy high-performing
schools that incorporate these steps
and more. H.R. 2187, the 21st Century
Green High-Performing Public Schools
Facilities Act, which we will be consid-
ering in this body later this week,
would do just that. It would require
States to adopt similar guidelines.

I was very proud to work with my
colleagues at the New York State En-
ergy Research and Development Au-
thority to develop New York State’s
High Performance Schools Guidelines.
I would suggest that they are some of
the most effective and most rigid
guidelines in the country and will score
wonderful opportunities for our stu-
dents.

National Healthy Schools Day draws
attention to the importance of having
a safe and a healthy school environ-
ment for all of our Nation’s children.

National Healthy Schools Day is sup-
ported by the Healthy Schools Net-
work, the EPA, the National Edu-
cational Association and many more
organizations.

I am proud to be counted as a sup-
porter of National Healthy Schools
Day and look forward to working with
my colleagues here to ensure that
every student has a healthy environ-
ment in which to learn. Our students
require that, and our students deserve
that.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Madam Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, again,
let us join with the gentleman from
New York (Mr. TONKO) and send a
strong message to the public that we
are committed to ensuring the develop-
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ment and growth of healthy learning
environments and schools for our chil-
dren by supporting House Resolution
370.

With that, I ask my colleagues to
join us.

I yield back the balance of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. LYNCH) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 370, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

The title was amended so as to read:
“Resolution expressing the support of
the House of Representatives for the
goals and ideals of National Healthy
Schools Day.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

SUPPORTING NATIONAL MILITARY
APPRECIATION MONTH

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 84)
supporting the goals and objectives of a
National Military Appreciation Month.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CON. RES. 84

Whereas the vigilance of the members of
the Armed Forces has been instrumental to
the preservation of the freedom, security,
and prosperity enjoyed by the people of the
United States;

Whereas the success of the Armed Forces
depends on the dedicated service of its mem-
bers, their families, and the civilian employ-
ees of the Department of Defense and the
Coast Guard;

Whereas the role of the United States as a
world leader requires a military force that is
well-trained, well-equipped, and appro-
priately sized;

Whereas the Federal Government has a re-
sponsibility to raise awareness of and respect
for this aspect of the heritage of the United
States and to encourage the people of the
United States to dedicate themselves to the
values and principles for which Americans
have served and sacrificed throughout the
history of the Nation;

Whereas service in the Armed Forces en-
tails special hazards and demands extraor-
dinary sacrifices from service members and
their families;

Whereas the support of the families of
service members enhances the effectiveness
and capabilities of the Armed Forces;

Whereas the observance of events recog-
nizing the contributions of the Armed Forces
is a tangible and highly effective way of sus-
taining morale and improving quality of life
for service members and their families;

Whereas, on April 30, 1999, the Senate
passed S. Res. 33 (106th Congress), entitled
“Designating May 1999 as ‘National Military
Appreciation Month’”’, calling on the people
of the United States, in a symbolic act of
unity, to observe a National Military Appre-
ciation Month in May 1999, to honor the cur-
rent and former members of the Armed
Forces, including those who have died in the
pursuit of freedom and peace;

May 12, 2009

Whereas, on March 24, 2004, the House of
Representatives passed H. Con. Res. 328
(108th Congress), entitled ‘‘Recognizing and
honoring the United States Armed Forces
and supporting the goals and objectives of a
National Military Appreciation Month”, and
on April 26, 2004, the Senate passed H. Con.
Res. 328 by unanimous consent; and

Whereas it is important to emphasize to
the people of the United States the relevance
of the history and activities of the Armed
Forces through an annual National Military
Appreciation Month that includes associated
local and national observances and activi-
ties: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) supports the goals and objectives of a
National Military Appreciation Month; and

(2) urges the President to issue a proclama-
tion calling on the people of the United
States, all Federal departments and agen-
cies, States, localities, organizations, and
media to annually observe a National Mili-
tary Appreciation Month with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
FORTENBERRY) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of House Con-
current Resolution 84, sponsored by my
friend and colleague from Tennessee
(Mr. WAMP), a resolution supporting
the goals and objectives of National
Military Appreciation Month.
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Each May since 1999, Congress has
taken the time to honor our Nation’s
bravest men and women serving in the
Armed Forces. Throughout our history,
they have put themselves in harm’s
way all over the world in order to pro-
tect and defend our country. They con-
tinue to do so today, and they deserve
our gratitude.

In the wake of the tragic shooting
yesterday at Camp Victory in Baghdad,
we are reminded of the perils and the
stress that our Armed Forces face con-
stantly during periods of deployment.
It is important, I think, that we always
show our appreciation for their service,
but as we continue to face two long
wars, they need and deserve our sup-
port now more than ever. I am glad we
are taking the time today to thank
them for their service, and I know that
all my colleagues keep them and their
families in our thoughts and prayers.

This measure was introduced this
year on March 26 by Representative
WAMP of Tennessee and was referred to
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the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform. The committee re-
ported the bill by unanimous consent
on May 6, and it comes to the House
floor today with the bipartisan support
of over 75 cosponsors.

Mr. Speaker, every single day our
soldiers, sailors, airmen and air
women, marines, and their families,
make tremendous sacrifices in service
to our country. I have seen this first-
hand on many, many deployments by
these soldiers during my regular visits
to Iraq and Afghanistan.

Our country is at war, and our mili-
tary is certainly deserving of our sup-
port now more than ever. Today I ask
my colleagues to join all Americans in
giving thanks to our men and women
in uniform.

Mr. Speaker, House Concurrent Reso-
lution 84 gives us the opportunity to
show our appreciation and respect to
members and veterans of the armed
services, men and women that hail
from all walks of life but are bound to-
gether by one noble characteristic and
take one simple but profound act. They
have put on the uniform of our coun-
try, and they are together committed
to protecting Americans and their lib-
erties that we hold so dear.

Thus, to the military personnel from
my own congressional district and to
those of every congressional district
represented in this body, we sincerely
thank you, our men and women in uni-
form, for your service to our country.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of our time.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this year marks the
11th anniversary of National Military
Appreciation Month, which was first
passed as Senate Resolution 33, desig-
nating May 1999 the first National Mili-
tary Appreciation Month.

Although it is important that we rec-
ognize our servicemembers every year,
it is during times of conflict when one
can truly put their sacrifices into
greater perspective. These outstanding
men and women sacrifice much so that
we may continue to reap the many ben-
efits of freedom in our land. While we
enjoy the comfort of our homes and
families, these brave soldiers are sta-
tioned far from home across our coun-
try and throughout the entire world.

Those who serve are our mothers, fa-
thers, aunts, uncles, cousins and clos-
est friends. These are the individuals
who comprise our Nation’s Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force and
Coast Guard, and we salute them and
pledge to them our gratitude. While ex-
pressing our gratitude to the military,
it is also important to recognize the
thousands of families who often endure
hardship and Iloneliness while their
loved ones are serving our country.
They must relocate, often putting addi-
tional strain on the family.

On this day, we must also remember
and show appreciation for those who
served our country in the past and have
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played a critical role in making Amer-
ica the great country that it is today.

Mr. Speaker, we live in the greatest
Nation in the world, and we owe much
of our success to the men and women
in uniform who answered the ultimate
call of duty to serve and protect our
Nation’s citizens. Although this con-
current resolution serves to honor and
support the goals and objectives of Na-
tional Military Appreciation Month
during the month of May, I hope our
soldiers realize that their service is ap-
preciated each and every day of the en-
tire year.

I ask all Members, therefore, to join
me in unwavering support of our mili-
tary by supporting House Concurrent
Resolution 84.

And with that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers at this time; however,
I will continue to reserve.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, so I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, again, I
would like to urge my colleagues to
join with Mr. WAMP, the gentleman
from Tennessee, who is the chief spon-
sor of this resolution, to show our sup-
port for our men and women in uniform
by supporting this measure.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today, | rise in support of H. Con. Res. 84,
“Supporting the goals and objectives of a Na-
tional Military Appreciation Month.” | would like
to thank Representative ZACH WAMP of Ten-
nessee for introducing this resolution. We
often take our National Military for granted,
and | welcome this opportunity to reach out
and recognize the importance of the National
Military in the United States.

| do not believe there is a person in this
body, or a person in this building, who does
not feel a remarkable pride in the presence of
the men and women who serve in our nation’s
military. The success of the Armed Forces de-
pends on the dedicated service of its mem-
bers, their families, and the civilian employees
of the Department of Defense and the Coast
Guard. Their incredible sacrifices and courage
in the face of innumerable hazards have been
critical to the preservation of the freedom, se-
curity, and prosperity enjoyed that we as
Americans have come to love, enjoy, and
even expect.

In the Iraq War, Texas has suffered over
222 resident casualties, second only to Cali-
fornia. As a Representative for the 18th Dis-
trict of Texas, H. Con. Res. 84 is very close
to the hearts of those | represent. Many Tex-
ans hold a passion for protecting the integrity
and strength of their nation, and as the recruit-
ment numbers show, they often exercise their
passion, by joining the military. In past studies,
Texas has been the number one state for mili-
tary recruitment; therefore, recognition of mili-
tary involvement is an important issue in
Texas and in Houston.

Texas is home to more than 194,965 mili-
tary personnel including a number of Army,
Navy and Marine, Air Force, and Coast Guard
bases. H. Con. Res. will encourage the citi-
zens of Texas to reach out to those whom are
involved with the military and extend their grat-
itude for all that they do for our nation. Be-
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cause there is a large population of military
personnel in Texas, it is critical that we show
them the support of their nation and their state
for all the positive contributions they have
brought. | firmly believe that H. Con. Res. 84
is a positive step for the recognition, acknowl-
edgement, and gratitude that should be given
to our military personnel, and | hope to see
the National Military Appreciation Month be-
come a special time for the state of Texas to
recognize the national contributions.

My City of Houston stands as an example of
America’s relationship with its military. Just
outside the city stands Ellington Air Force
Base, which has recently been renamed
Ellington Airport. It was established in 1917
during the height of World War I, when avia-
tion was in its infancy. In Word War II, it
served as a pilot training center. In the Cold
War, the base proved useful in a number of
pilot training programs and for a number of fa-
mous NASA missions, as well as serving brief-
ly as a naval base for antisubmarine aircraft.

As my city works with our active military, so
do we do our part in the aid of our Nation’s
veterans. Within city limits stands the Michael
E. DeBakey VA Medical Center. It was award-
ed the Robert W. Carey Organizational Excel-
lence Award in 2005, the Robert W. Carey
Circle of Excellence Quality Award in 2007,
and re-designation for Magnet Recognition for
Excellence in Nursing Services in 2008.

The MEDVAMC serves as the primary
health care provider for more than 120,000
veterans in southeast Texas and over 13,000
from Houston. Veterans from around the coun-
try are referred to the MEDVAMC for count-
less medical services, and their outpatient clin-
ics logged nearly 900,000 outpatient visits in
fiscal year 2008 alone. All this in a state with
over 1.7 million veterans, 247,000 of which
are disabled and over 25,000 buried in her
soil.

Because of this undeniable fact of our Na-
tion’s existence, the Federal Government has
a responsibility to raise awareness of and re-
spect for this aspect of the heritage of the
United States and to encourage the people of
the United States to dedicate themselves to
the values and principles for which Americans
have served and sacrificed throughout the his-
tory of the Nation—the ultimate sacrifice of
paying for our freedom and expectation of
freedom with their lives.

Beyond helping to make Americans more
aware of something so central to our country’s
liberty and prosperity, the observance of
events recognizing the contributions of the
Armed Forces is a tangible and highly effec-
tive way of sustaining morale and improving
quality of life for service members and their
families. Given that the support of the families
of service members enhances the effective-
ness and capabilities of the Armed Forces,
this is more than enough reason for us to act
today.

It is for these reasons that this Congress
has made this resolution many times before.
Ten years ago, on April 30, 1999, the Senate
passed S. Res. 33, designating May 1999 as
“National Military Appreciation Month”. For
that month, Congress called on the people of
the United States, in a symbolic act of unity,
to observe this remembrance, and to honor
the current and former members of the Armed
Forces, including those who have died in the
pursuit of freedom and peace.

Less than 5 years later, on March 24, 2004,
the House of Representatives passed H. Con.
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Res. 328, “Recognizing and honoring the
United States Armed Forces and supporting
the goals and objectives of a National Military
Appreciation Month”, a bill | gladly supported.
Less than a month later, on April 26, 2004, the
Senate passed H. Con. Res. 328 by unani-
mous consent.

| have sought to do my part as well; earlier
this year, | introduced to this body H.R. 228,
a bill to direct the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs to establish and carry out a scholarship
program for students seeking a degree or cer-
tificate in the areas of visual impairment and
orientation and mobility.

And so | join once again in not only giving
my support for the goals and objectives of Na-
tional Military Appreciation Month, but in urg-
ing the President to issue a proclamation call-
ing on the people of the United States, all
Federal departments and agencies, States, lo-
calities, organizations, and media to annually
observe a National Military Appreciation Month
with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to call your attention to H. Con. Res.
84, a bipartisan resolution I authored,
supporting the goals and objectives of a
National Military Appreciation Month.
First, I would like to thank my col-
league, Congressman CHET EDWARDS,
for being the lead cosponsor of this res-
olution and for his efforts in helping
move this resolution forward. Con-
gressman EDWARDS is a strong advo-
cate on Military Quality of Life issues
in Congress and I am pleased to have
the opportunity to work with him on
the vital issue of raising awareness of
National Military Appreciation Month.
In addition, I would like to thank the
National Military Appreciation Month
organization for their grassroots ef-
forts in building support for the resolu-
tion. It truly has been a collaborative
effort for an important cause. It is one
of the highest honors of my career to
pay tribute and recognize these great
patriots who serve and defend our Na-
tion.

National Military Appreciation
Month provides a period encompassing
both the history and recognition of our
armed services with an in-depth look
at the diversity of its individuals and
achievements. It allows Americans to
educate each generation on the histor-
ical impact of our military through the
participation of the community with
those who serve encouraging patriot-
ism and love for America.

This month gives the nation a time
and place on which to focus and draw
attention to our many expressions of
appreciation and recognition of our
armed services via numerous venues
and also to recall and learn about our
vast American history.

It recognizes those on active duty in
all branches of the services, the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves plus retir-
ees, veterans, and all of their families—
well over 90 million Americans and
more than 230 years of our nation’s his-
tory.

Congress and the American people
continue to stand by our service men
and women. These brave warriors are
working nonstop to protect our free-
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dom and to keep every American safe.
We should be grateful for their sac-
rifices and that of their families. We
must do everything we can for the men
and women who are put in harm’s way
for the sake of our nation. Let us cele-
brate them just as we celebrate the
other important entities that make up
this wonderful country of ours.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to
support the passage of this important
resolution.

Mr. LYNCH. I yield back the balance
of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ToONKO). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. LYNCH) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 84.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

—————

SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF
MOTHER’S DAY

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 388) celebrating the role
of mothers in the United States and
supporting the goals and ideals of
Mother’s Day.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 388

Whereas Mother’s Day is celebrated on the
second Sunday of each May;

Whereas the first official Mother’s Day was
observed on May 10, 1908, in Grafton, West
Virginia, and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania;

Whereas 2009 is the 101st anniversary of the
first official Mother’s Day observation;

Whereas in 1908, Elmer Burkett, a U.S. sen-
ator from Nebraska, proposed making Moth-
er’s Day a national holiday;

Whereas in 1914, Congress passed a resolu-
tion designating the second Sunday of May
as Mother’s Day;

Whereas it is estimated that there are
more than 82,000,000 mothers in the United
States;

Whereas mothers have made immeasurable
contributions toward building strong fami-
lies, thriving communities, and ultimately a
strong Nation;

Whereas the services rendered to the chil-
dren of the United States by their mothers
have strengthened and inspired the Nation
throughout its history;

Whereas we honor ourselves and mothers
in the United States when we revere and em-
phasize the importance of the role of the
home and family as the true foundation of
the Nation;

Whereas mothers continue to rise to the
challenge of raising their families with love,
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understanding, and compassion, while over-
coming the challenges of modern society;
and

Whereas May 10, 2009, is recognized as
Mother’s Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives celebrates the role of mothers in the
United States and supports the goals and
ideals of Mother’s Day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the

gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
FORTENBERRY) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman

from Massachusetts.
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, there are fewer great
honors, I think, in Congress than to
stand in support of this bill which af-
firms the goals of Mother’s Day and
celebrates the role of mothers in the
United States. I first would like to
thank Mr. FORTENBERRY, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska, for his courage
in going out on a limb here and intro-
ducing this legislation. I would also
like to commend Chairman TOWNS and
my colleagues on the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform
for bringing this resolution to the floor
by unanimous consent in their infinite
wisdom.

On Sunday, we celebrated the 101st
Mother’s Day. It may come as a sur-
prise to some, particularly our own
mothers, that it took our country over
130 years to officially designate a day
praising motherhood. Nevertheless, it
is important to annually pause and re-
call that our lives and our country’s
history would have been much different
but for the contributions of our moth-
ers to our families and to our country.

I would not presume, nor am I brave
enough, to speak on behalf of Amer-
ica’s 82 million mothers; instead, I
would simply like to speak to their im-
portance in shaping our society and
our future.

Mothers are indeed the backbone of
the American family. With great love
and compassion, they lay the founda-
tion for all children to grow into hon-
orable citizens. It is no stretch to say
that our sustained national character
of goodwill and moral strength is the
result of dedicated motherhood.

Many of our greatest national heroes
attribute their own successes to the
guidance of their mothers. While exam-
ples are numerous, I will quote Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln who once said of
his own angel mother, ‘I remember my
mother’s prayers, and they have al-
ways followed me. They have clung to
me all my life.”

I am sure that similar thanks and ac-
knowledgements are appropriate for
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the mothers of every American. I am
sure of that.

Mr. Speaker, I am sure my colleagues
would agree that it is inadequate to
spend just 1 day a year celebrating the
contributions of America’s mothers,
but as our small measure of gratitude,
I urge this body to join its 56 cospon-
sors and agree to House Resolution 388.

And I reserve our time.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, first let me thank the
gentleman from Massachusetts for his
poignant remarks about motherhood.
We appreciate that. And, Mr. Speaker,
I also have the pleasure of rising today
to call attention to this time-honored
celebration of Mother’s Day.

This past Sunday, I, along with mil-
lions of Americans, paused to uplift the
women who have shaped our lives and
our country because, as the House of
Representatives declared in 1914, the
service rendered to the United States
by the American mother is the greatest
source of the country’s strength and
inspiration. Mothers have been cele-
brated throughout history in many
languages, religions, and cultures.

Few traditions have withstood the
test of time as the social celebration of
motherhood. From its earliest roots in
Egyptian society to our modern Amer-
ican holiday, the commemoration of
mothers is timeless. On May 10, we
celebrated the 101st anniversary of the
first observance of the modern Amer-
ican Mother’s Day when a woman from
Grafton, West Virginia, named Anna
M. Jarvis, held an observance in her
mother’s honor at St. Andrew’s Meth-
odist Church.

Afterward, when the junior Senator
from Nebraska, Elmer Burkett, rose
before Congress in 1908 to propose the
establishment of Mother’s Day at the
request of Ms. Jarvis and the Young
Men’s Christian Association, he, inter-
estingly, was originally met with oppo-
sition due to sensitivities concerning
the role of women in society and the
role of the Federal Government in hon-
oring them.

It took until 1914, but Congress even-
tually passed a resolution declaring the
second Sunday in May as Mother’s
Day. President Woodrow Wilson then
issued a proclamation directing the
flying of the flag as a ‘‘public expres-
sion of the love and reverence for the
mothers of our country.”

Mr. Speaker, we now honor all moth-
ers for their immeasurable contribu-
tion to the very core of our society.
Mothers sustain and strengthen our
Nation through their leadership in the
family and community. And despite
the dynamics of modern society, the
ability of mothers to meet the chal-
lenge of raising their families with
love, understanding and compassion re-
mains constant. As we commemorate
mothers for the integral role they play
in shaping the course of our Nation’s
past, present and future, we also revere
and emphasize the importance of the
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role of the family and the home as the
true and ever-present foundation of our
country.

Mr. Speaker, some may question why
Congress is considering this matter at
all, but I would like to say that each
day here we tirelessly debate the chal-
lenges and nuances of modernity be-
coming mired in such a dizzying array
of interventions that it is easy to lose
sight of our ever-enduring core values.
We don’t often take the time to reflect
on the essential philosophical founda-
tions that have guided this Nation
through many turbulent times, so I
think it is refreshing that we now take
time to pause and consider a resolution
such as this that is timeless.

So I encourage my colleagues, Mr.
Speaker, to join in support of this reso-
lution today honoring the 101st cele-
bration of the modern Mother’s Day.

And with that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I join and
support the gentleman’s words.

We have no further speakers on our
side at this time, so I will continue to
reserve.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time, so I
will yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I just want to ask all Members to
join with Mr. FORTENBERRY, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska, in support of
this resolution.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of H. Res. 388 “Cele-
brating the role of mothers in the United
States and supporting the goals and ideals of
Mother's Day.” | would like to thank my distin-
guished colleague Representative
FORTENBERRY from Nebraska for introducing
this resolution, and today, | rise today in order
to recognize and celebrate all of the mothers
in our nation.

Mothers are the nurturers, and caregivers
that prepare our Nation’s young for the chal-
lenges that life may hold. Their work may be
inside or outside of the home, or both, and
their contributions to this society can never be
fully appreciated or valued. Jane Sellman defi-
nitely hit the needle on the head when she
said, “The phrase ‘working mother is redun-
dant.”

Our mothers are our first teachers and they
should be celebrated everyday. However, like
many things we can take them for granted.
This Mothers Day, take a moment to call your
mother or to visit with her if you can. | must
pay special tribute to my mother Ivalita Jack-
son and my late aunt Valrie Bennett who was
like a mom.

Remember that being a mom is no easy
feat. Our mothers are strong, determined, with
big hearts and always loving. A mother must
be able to juggle three things at once and still
manage to make dinner and read bedtime sto-
ries. No doctor can take away all the ailments
of a sick child or even an adult for that matter,
like a mother can. Mothers are caring and
courageous women who make a difference in
the lives they touch. As the Jewish proverb
says, “God could not be everywhere and
therefore he made mothers.”

Mother’s Day is also a celebration for grand-
mothers, mother-in-laws, stepmothers, foster
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mothers, godmothers, mothers who take in
children, mothers who adopt, those who act as
mothers, for those women who have no rela-
tions by blood but who give the gift of moth-
ering to children.

Mothers bring a unique and valuable per-
spective to all aspects of American life. Today,
thousands of mothers in this country have be-
come active and effective participants in public
life and public service, promoting change and
improving the quality of life for men, women,
and children throughout the Nation. They
serve with distinction as legislators, mayors,
judges, doctors, lawyers, and administrators,
and their impact in these areas has proved to
be monumental.

| could not find words descriptive enough to
fully express the depth of admiration that | feel
for women who fill this important role in our
society. They are committed to their families
and community not for public acclaim, but for
love. As American author Washington Irving
put it best, “A mother is the truest friend we
have, when trials heavy and sudden, fall upon
us; when adversity takes the place of pros-
perity; when friends who rejoice with us in our
sunshine desert us; when trouble thickens
around us, still will she cling to us, and en-
deavor by her kind precepts and counsels to
dissipate the clouds of darkness, and cause
peace to return to our hearts.”

My heart goes out to those mothers with
children who are away at war, | cannot even
imagine the fear that they must feel daily. |
want to recognize the First Lady, Michelle
Obama, who is striking a balance between
motherhood and her duties as the First Lady.
| want to congratulate and praise all of the
mothers in America for all of their hard work.
Another former First Lady, Jacqueline Ken-
nedy Onassis once said, “If you bungle raising
your children, | don’t think whatever else you
do well matters very much.”

| hope that we can all reflect on all the sac-
rifices our mothers made for us throughout the
years. A mother's love is unending and her
arms are always open. This resolution will en-
sure that Mothers throughout this nation are
formally recognized, and the United States
House of Representatives will acknowledge
their importance and all that Mothers con-
tribute to our society. | urge my colleagues to
support H. Res. 388 as well. There are few
things more important than celebrating the gift
of having a mother. Finally to my mom—I love
you for giving me my foundation.

Mr. LYNCH. I yield back the balance
of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. LYNCH) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 388.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HERBERT A LITTLETON POSTAL
STATION

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2162) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 123 11th Avenue South in
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Nampa, Idaho, as the
Littleton Postal Station”.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 2162
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. HERBERT A LITTLETON POSTAL STA-
TION.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 123
11th Avenue South in Nampa, Idaho, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Herbert A
Littleton Postal Station’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘““Herbert A Littleton
Postal Station”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
FORTENBERRY) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the sub-
committee with jurisdiction over the
United States Postal Service, I am
pleased to present H.R. 2162 for consid-
eration. This legislation will designate
the United States postal facility lo-
cated at 123 11th Avenue South in
Nampa, Idaho, as the Herbert A Little-
ton Postal Station.

Introduced by my colleague, Rep-
resentative WALTER MINNICK, on April
29, 2009, and reported out of the Over-
sight and Government Reform Com-
mittee on May 6, 2009, by unanimous
consent, H.R. 2162 enjoys the support of
both members of the Idaho House dele-
gation.

Marine Private First Class Herbert A
Littleton was born on July 1, 1930, in
Mena, Arkansas, to his loving parents,
Paul and Maude Littleton. He attended
high school in Sturgis, South Dakota,
where he played both football and bas-
ketball and was subsequently employed
by the Electrical Appliance Corpora-
tion in Rapid City, South Dakota.

On July 29, 1948, Private First Class
Littleton enlisted in the United States
Marine Corps at the age of 18. He com-
pleted boot camp in San Diego, Cali-
fornia, before receiving additional
training at nearby Camp Pendleton,
which was then responsible for training
the country’s fighting force for the Ko-
rean War.

Private First Class Littleton was de-
ployed to Korea in December of 1950,

‘“Herbert A.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

bravely serving with the U.S. Marine
Corps Reserve, Artillery Forward Ob-
servation Team, Company C, 1lst Bat-
talion, 7th Marines. His distinguished
service and tremendous bravery during
the conflict quickly earned him the ad-
miration of his comrades and eventu-
ally resulted in his posthumous receipt
of the Medal of Honor, the United
States military’s highest decoration.
Private First Class Littleton also post-
humously received the Purple Heart,
the Korean Service Medal with one
bronze star, and the United Nations
Service Medal.

As recounted by the citation accom-
panying Private First Class Littleton’s
Congressional Medal of Honor, the
young soldier exhibited conspicuous
gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of
his life and above and beyond the call
of duty, in action against enemy ag-
gressor forces on April 22, 1951, in
Chungchon, Korea.

Specifically, in response to a violent
night attack against his company, Pri-
vate First Class Littleton quickly
alerted his forward observation team
and immediately moved into an advan-
tageous position in order to assist in
calling down artillery fire on the hos-
tile force. Shortly after the arrival of
other team members, an enemy hand
grenade was thrown into PFC
Littleton’s vantage point. Without hes-
itation, the 2l1-year-old private sac-
rificed his life by hurling himself on
the grenade and absorbing its full im-
pact. PFC Littleton’s Medal of Honor
citation goes on to recognize that
through his prompt action, he not only
saved the other members of his team
from serious injury or death, but also
enabled them to carry on their vital
mission which resulted in their ability
to resist the hostile attack.

Mr. Speaker, Private First Class
Littleton’s dedicated service is a testa-
ment to all of the brave men and
women in the United States Armed
Forces who have offered this Nation
the ultimate sacrifice. It is for this rea-
son that the community of Nampa,
Idaho, Private First Class Littleton’s
residence at the time of his death,
marks every April 22 by holding a flag
ceremony at the city’s Herbert A
Littleton flag pole in remembrance of
his brave act. And it is for this reason
that the city of Nampa has also named
the road adjacent to PFC Littleton’s
grave in his honor.

Mr. Speaker, let us further this brave
soldier’s remembrance by passing this
legislation to rename the Nampa postal
facility after him. I urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting H.R. 2162.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I also rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 2162, a bill designating the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 123 11th Avenue in
Nampa, Idaho, as the Herbert A Little-
ton Postal Station.

Mr. Speaker, many of my words here
will repeat the commemoration the
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gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
LYNCH) just gave, but I think it is
worth repeating because today we are
honoring a man who paid the ultimate
sacrifice on behalf of his fellow soldiers
and on behalf of a grateful Nation.

Herbert Littleton was a private first
class in the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve,
Company C, 1st Battalion, 7th Marines,
1st Marine Division. He was born in
1930 in Mena, Arkansas, and attended
high school in Sturgis, South Dakota,
where he played basketball and foot-
ball. He enlisted in the Marine Corps
Reserve on July 29, 1948.

Upon joining the Marines, he trained
in San Diego and at Camp Pendleton
before he was shipped out to Korea on
December 17, 1950, fighting in South
and Central Korean operations.

Serving as a radio operator with an
artillery forward observation team, he
was in action against enemy aggressor
forces. Private First Class Littleton
was standing watch when a well-con-
cealed and numerically superior enemy
force launched a violent night attack
from nearby positions against his com-
pany. He quickly alerted the forward
observation team and immediately
moved into an advantageous position
to assist in calling down artillery fire
onto the hostile force.

It was during this fierce battle that
an enemy hand grenade was thrown
into his vantage point shortly after the
arrival of the remainder of his fellow
soldiers. As Mr. LYNCH pointed out,
Private First Class Littleton
unhesitatingly hurled himself on the
grenade, absorbing its full, shattering,
and explosive impact. Because of his
quick action and heroic spirit of self-
sacrifice, he saved the other members
of his team from serious injury or
death and enabled them to carry on the
vital mission which culminated in the
repulse of that hostile attack. His un-
flinching valor in the face of almost
certain death reflects the highest cred-
it upon Private First Class Littleton
and the United States Naval Service.
He gallantly gave his life for his coun-
try.

In addition to being awarded the
Medal of Honor for ‘‘conspicuous gal-
lantry and intrepidity at the risk of his
life above and beyond the call of duty,”’
Private First Class Littleton was
awarded the Purple Heart, Korean
Service Medal with one bronze star,
and the United Nations Service Medal.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill in which a grateful
Nation honors a man who courageously
traded his life for the lives of his fellow
soldiers and in service to our country.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time to close.

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I do want
to say on behalf of WALTER MINNICK,
who is the lead sponsor of this resolu-
tion who is flying in right now and did
not have an opportunity to speak on
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the floor, on his behalf I ask all Mem-
bers to join with us. It is fitting, I
think, that in this month of May,
which marks Military Appreciation
Month, let us join together once again
to show our appreciation for all men
and women in uniform by voting in
favor of this resolution which would
name this post office in memory of Pri-
vate First Class Herbert A Littleton
and pass H.R. 2162.

Mr. MINNICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask our nation to honor the ultimate sacrifice
made by Idahoan and American hero Herbert
A. Littleton. | offer today H.R. 2162, a bill to
rename Littleton’s hometown post office in his
honor. Private First Class Littleton, or
“Herbie”, as he was known by his fellow sol-
diers, was killed in Korea on April 22, 1951,
when he hurled himself without hesitation on a
deadly grenade, absorbing its full impact and
thereby saving the lives of his fellow soldiers.

Littleton’s actions enabled them to carry out
their vital mission and repel an enemy attack.
For that act, Littleton was posthumously
awarded the Medal of Honor by President
Harry S. Truman. It is my hope that my col-
leagues will support today H.R. 2162 and the
efforts of my constituents to remember Private
First Class Herbert A. Littleton and all those
heroes who serve our nation in uniform.

Mr. LYNCH. I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. LynNcH) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2162.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————

REPORT ON H.R. 2346, SUPPLE-
MENTAL APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2009

Mr. OBEY, from the Committee on
Appropriations, submitted a privileged
report (Rept. No. 111-105) on the bill
(H.R. 2346) making supplemental appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2009, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the Union
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of
order are reserved on the bill.

RECOGNIZING 30TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE ELECTION OF MAR-
GARET THATCHER
Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move

to suspend the rules and agree to the

resolution (H. Res. 378) recognizing the
30th anniversary of the election of Mar-
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garet Thatcher as the first female
Prime Minister of Great Britain, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 378

Whereas May 4, 2009, marks the 30th anni-
versary of the first woman sworn in as the
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Mar-
garet Hilda Thatcher;

Whereas Margaret Thatcher was Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom from 1979 to
1990 and at the time of her resignation, was
the longest continuously serving Prime Min-
ster since 1827;

Whereas Prime Minister Thatcher was
Leader of the Conservative Party from 1975
to 1990 and the only woman to ever hold that
post;

Whereas Margaret Thatcher is the only
woman to have ever held the post of Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom;

Whereas Margaret Thatcher is the only
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom in the
20th century to win three consecutive terms;

Whereas Margaret Thatcher gave birth to a
new distinctive ideology known as
“Thatcherism’ which emphasized individual
responsibility in the United Kingdom’s mon-
etary and social policies;

Whereas Time Magazine named Margaret
Thatcher one of the 20 most influential lead-
ers of the 20th century;

Whereas the strong, cooperative stances
held by Prime Minister Thatcher, President
Ronald Reagan, and Pope John Paul II are
widely acknowledged to have been key forces
in the collapse of communism in the former
Soviet Union;

Whereas the special relationship between
the United States and the United Kingdom
was greatly strengthened under the tenure of
Prime Minister Thatcher;

Whereas, on January 19, 1976, Prime Min-
ister Thatcher delivered a bold speech
against the communist regime of the Soviet
Union, which prompted the Soviet Union
Army’s newspaper, the Red Star, to coin her
the ‘“‘Iron Lady’’;

Whereas in 1990, Margaret Thatcher was
honored by Queen Elizabeth II with the
Order of Merit, one of the United Kingdom’s
highest distinctions; and

Whereas in 1992, Queen Elizabeth II be-
stowed a life peerage upon Margaret Thatch-
er, conferring upon her the title of Baroness
and providing a lifetime seat in the House of
Lords: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) acknowledges the 30th anniversary of
the election of Margaret Thatcher as the
first female Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom;

(2) pays tribute to the remarkable profes-
sional achievements of Margaret Thatcher;

(3) recognizes Prime Minister Thatcher’s
dedicated work in promoting individual
rights and free markets around the world;
and

(4) appreciates the strong diplomatic rela-
tionship between the United States and the
United Kingdom fostered by Prime Minister
Thatcher.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material on the resolu-
tion under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of H. Res. 378, which pays trib-
ute to the distinguished political ca-
reer of former British Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher, and I yield myself
such time as I may consume. I thank
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE)
for introducing this measure that en-
ables the House to acknowledge the
30th anniversary of her election as the
first female Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom.

On May 4, 1979, Margaret Thatcher
was sworn in as Prime Minister. Hold-
ing this position until 1990, she became
the U.K.’s longest continuously serving
Prime Minister since 1827, and the only
Prime Minister in the 20th century to
win three consecutive elections.

The special relationship between the
United Kingdom and the United States
was strengthened during her tenure,
particularly through her cooperative
working relationship with President
Ronald Reagan in addressing the
threat of the Soviet Union.

Prime Minister Thatcher spoke in
this House to a joint session of Con-
gress on February 20, 1985. In her re-
marks, she cited the three occasions on
which Prime Minister Winston Church-
ill addressed Congress. Those were
worth remembering, she said, ‘‘because
they serve as lamps along a dark road
which our people trod together, and
they remind us what an extraordinary
period of history the world has passed
through between that time and ours;
and they tell us what later generations
in both our countries sometimes find
hard to grasp: why past associations
bind us so closely.”

Her words are as true today as they
were during the height of the Cold War
and World War II. We again find our-
selves living in extraordinary times.
And, thankfully, the United States and
the United Kingdom stand shoulder to
shoulder as we confront today’s chal-
lenges together, just as we did through-
out the last century.

I ask my colleagues to join me in ac-
knowledging the 30th anniversary of
Margaret Thatcher’s historic election
and paying tribute to her professional
achievements. We should also use this
occasion to reaffirm the enduring
friendship and partnership between our
two nations.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate Chairman
BERMAN bringing this before the House
for consideration today. Time Maga-
zine named Margaret Thatcher one of
the 20 most influential leaders of the
20th century, and for good reason. She
is the only woman to have ever held
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the post of Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom. She is a fearless lead-
er, an advocate for democracy around
the world, and a steadfast friend of the
United States.

This resolution recognizes the 30th
anniversary of her election as the first
female Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom. Margaret Thatcher served as
Prime Minister of Great Britain for 11
years, from 1979 to 1990. At the time of
her resignation, she was the longest
continuously serving Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom since 1827.

This resolution pays tribute to her
remarkable professional achievements.
In addition to being the only woman to
have ever held the post of Prime Min-
ister of the United Kingdom, she was
also leader of the Conservative Party
for 15 years, from 1975 to 1990, and was
the only woman to ever hold that post.

In the 20th century, she was the only
Prime Minister to win three consecu-
tive terms, a testament to her bold and
tenacious leadership. This resolution
also recognizes Prime Minister Thatch-
er’s dedicated work in promoting indi-

vidual rights and free markets
throughout the world.
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During her time in office, Prime Min-
ister Thatcher fostered the dawning of
a new distinctive type of politics called
“Thatcherism,” which emphasized in-
dividual responsibility and fiscal and
social policies.

When she came into office, the state
of the United Kingdom’s economy was
in deep despair. There were pickets;
there were strikes; there were food
shortages; pregnant women were de-
nied medical services and the country
had double-digit inflation. Margaret
Thatcher represented a literal end to
socialized government and the re-
institution of the free market philos-
ophy.

Through plain speaking and sheer de-
termination, she persuaded city after
city to contract out public services to
private companies, saving taxpayers
$30 billion every year. Company by
company, she denationalized the entire
economy. Family by family, she taught
the nation the importance of living
within their means. What a novel con-
cept.

During her tenure, 3 million families
moved from public housing and became
homeowners under her Right-to-Buy
program. Homeownership under her ad-
ministration jumped from 53 percent to
71 percent.

This resolution also recognizes Mar-
garet Thatcher’s robust and principled
approach to foreign policy during the
long Cold War. Prime Minister Thatch-
er and President Ronald Reagan were
key forces in the collapse of com-
munism under the former Soviet
Union. As a matter of fact, in 1976,
Prime Minister Thatcher delivered
such a bold speech against communism
in the Soviet Union that the Soviet
Union Army’s newspaper started call-
ing her the “‘Iron Lady,” and it stuck.
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The Iron Lady helped bring down the
Iron Curtain, Mr. Speaker.

Finally, this resolution acknowledges
the special relationship between the
United States and the United Kingdom
fostered by Prime Minister Thatcher.
Under her direction, the United States
and the United Kingdom worked to
overcome communism, encourage free
markets around the world, curb ter-
rorism, and promote democratic and
individualistic values.

My grandmother used to tell me that
‘“‘there was nothing more powerful than
a woman who had made up her mind,”
and my grandmother was right. Mar-
garet Thatcher is one of those remark-
able women who has led a remarkable
life, characterized by courage, deter-
mination, intellectual integrity, and
she had made up her mind.

She has not only inspired women all
over the world to aspire towards posi-
tions of leadership, she has inspired an
entire generation to promote policies
that value economic freedom and indi-
vidual responsibility.

I am proud to be the sponsor of this
resolution today.

And that’s just the way it is.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LYNCH). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. BERMAN) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 378, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

EXPRESSING NEED FOR CONSTITU-
TIONAL REFORM IN BOSNIA

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 171) expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives
on the need for constitutional reform
in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the im-
portance of sustained United States en-
gagement in partnership with the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 171

Whereas a brutal conflict marked by ag-
gression and ethnic cleansing, including the
commission of war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and genocide, was brought to an
end by the General Framework Agreement
for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina (com-
monly referred to as the ‘“‘Dayton Peace Ac-
cords’’), which was agreed to at Wright-Pat-
terson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio, on
November 21, 1995, and signed in Paris,
France, on December 14, 1995;
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Whereas in the 13 years since the signing of
the Dayton Peace Accords, the people of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina have worked in partner-
ship with the international community to
achieve considerable progress in building a
peaceful and democratic society based on the
rule of law, respect for human rights, and a
free market economy;

Whereas political leaders of Bosnia and
Herzegovina have agreed to significant re-
forms of public administration and broad-
casting, the creation of state-level law en-
forcement and judicial institutions, the es-
tablishment of a unified armed services and
Ministry of Defense, and the creation of an
Indirect Taxation Authority;

Whereas the United States has continued
to support the sovereignty, legal continuity,
and territorial integrity of Bosnia and
Herzegovina within its internationally rec-
ognized borders as well as the equality of the
three constituent peoples and others within
a united, multi-ethnic country in accordance
with the Dayton Peace Accords;

Whereas the full incorporation of Bosnia
and Herzegovina into the Euro-Atlantic com-
munity is in the national interest of the
United States and important for the sta-
bilization of southeastern Europe;

Whereas Bosnia and Herzegovina com-
mitted to the shared values of democracy,
security, and stability by joining the Part-
nership for Peace program of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in De-
cember 2006;

Whereas NATO recognized Bosnia and
Herzegovina’s progress in achieving political
and defense reforms by inviting the country
to begin an Intensified Dialogue at the Bu-
charest Summit in April 2008;

Whereas Bosnia and Herzegovina took the
first step on the road toward European Union
(EU) membership by signing a Stabilization
and Association Agreement (SAA) in June
2008;

Whereas NATO successfully preserved
peace and stability in Bosnia and
Herzegovina after the signing of the Dayton
Peace Accords through its Stabilization
Force (SFOR), which was succeeded by a Eu-
ropean Union Force (EUFOR) in December
2004;

Whereas the Office of the High Representa-
tive (OHR) has similarly promoted peace and
stability by facilitating implementation of
the civilian aspects of the Dayton Peace Ac-
cords, including through use of the extensive
powers given it by the international Peace
Implementation Council (PIC), with the goal
of transitioning to a European Union Special
Representative (EUSR) at the appropriate
time;

Whereas, these notable accomplishments
notwithstanding, the citizens of Bosnia and
Herzegovina continue to face significant
challenges in their efforts to progress toward
Euro-Atlantic integration;

Whereas the Dayton Peace Accords in-
cluded many compromises imposed by the
need for quick action to preserve human life
that have hindered efforts to develop effi-
cient and effective political institutions;

Whereas the Council of Europe’s Venice
Commission has concluded that the current
constitutional arrangements of Bosnia and
Herzegovina are neither efficient nor ration-
al, and that the state-level institutions need
to become more effective and democratic if
the country is to move toward EU member-
ship;

Whereas the ‘‘April package’” of reforms,
agreed upon by five major political parties in
2006, failed to achieve the requisite two-
thirds majority in parliament;

Whereas in February 2008, the PIC stipu-
lated five objectives (resolution of state
property, resolution of defense property,
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completion of Brcko Final Award, fiscal sus-
tainability, and entrenchment of rule of law)
and two conditions (signing of SAA with the
EU and a ‘‘positive assessment’ by the PIC)
that must be met before the OHR is closed;
and

Whereas in March 2009, the PIC determined
that Bosnia and Herzegovina has not yet met
the five objectives and two conditions that
will determine when the OHR should be
closed and oversight power transferred to the
EUSR: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that—

(1) it is increasingly urgent that Bosnia
and Herzegovina work toward the creation of
an efficient and effective state able to meet
its domestic and international obligations
with more functional institutions, including
a state government capable of making self-
sustaining reforms and fulfilling European
Union (EU) and North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization (NATO) requirements;

(2) any agreement on constitutional reform
in Bosnia and Herzegovina should take as its
basis the Dayton Peace Accords, advance the
principles of democracy and tolerance, rec-
tify provisions that conflict with the Euro-
pean Charter of Human Rights, include the
general public in the process, provide the
conditions to enable economic development
and the creation of a single economic space,
and be consistent with the goal of EU mem-
bership;

(3) continued efforts should be made do-
mestically and at the International Criminal
Tribunal for Yugoslavia (ICTY) to achieve
justice for victims of war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide, as well as
to promote reconciliation among ethnic
groups;

(4) the United States should continue to
provide assistance to Bosnia and
Herzegovina to build effective state-level law
enforcement and judicial institutions that
can combat and investigate international
terrorism, organized crime, and corruption;

(5) the United States should appoint a Spe-
cial Envoy to the Balkans who can work in
partnership with the EU and political leaders
in Bosnia and Herzegovina to facilitate re-
forms at all levels of government and soci-
ety, while also assisting the political devel-
opment of other countries in the region;

(6) the Office of the High Representative
(OHR) should not be closed until the Peace
Implementation Council (PIC) can defini-
tively determine that Bosnia and
Herzegovina has met the five objectives and
two conditions;

(7) the EU should carefully consider any fu-
ture plans for the reduction or redeployment
of the European Union Force (EUFOR) given
the psychological reassurance of security
and deterrence of violence provided by its
continued presence in Bosnia and
Herzegovina; and

(8) the United States should work closely
with and support the EU in the transition to
a European Union Special Representative
(EUSR) to ensure that the EUSR has the au-
thority and tools to manage effectively post-
OHR Bosnia and Herzegovina, including a
clear set of EU candidacy and membership
conditions with explicit and objective yard-
sticks and a precise list of benchmarks to in-
crease the functionality of the Bosnian state
to be achieved by constitutional reform.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of H. Res. 171,
which calls for constitutional reform in
Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as sus-
tained American engagement in part-
nership with the European Union.

In the 13 years since the signing of
the Dayton Peace Accords brought an
end to a brutal conflict, the people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina have worked
closely with the international commu-
nity to make considerable progress in
building a peaceful and democratic so-
ciety that is built upon the rule of law,
respect for human rights, and a free
market economy.

Within the last year, the country has
taken important steps along the path
to Euro-Atlantic integration, begin-
ning an intensified dialogue with
NATO and signing a Stabilization and
Association Agreement with the Euro-
pean Union.

Notwithstanding these notable mile-
stones, there are troubling signs of
backsliding as political rhetoric grows
confrontational, reforms unravel, and
ethnic tensions increase. Bosnia seem-
ingly faces the prospect of stagnation
at best, and a return to violent conflict
at worst.

While Bosnia’s future clearly lies in
the Euro-Atlantic community, the
country must first develop an efficient
and effective state with functioning in-
stitutions that are capable of making
self-sustaining reforms and managing
the responsibilities of EU and NATO
membership. H. Res. 171 does not pre-
scribe the types of constitutional re-
forms that are required. Indeed, such
decisions can only be made by the peo-
ple of Bosnia and Herzegovina. How-
ever, the United States and the Euro-
pean Union can help create conditions
that are conducive to efforts by Bos-
nian citizens to develop a functional
political system.

First, the Peace Implementation
Council should remain firm in its com-
mitment to maintain the Office of the
High Representative until Bosnia has
definitively met the five conditions
and two principles. Only then should
the office be closed and responsibility
transitioned to the EU Special Rep-
resentative. The recent dialogue among
some political leaders that led to the
adoption of an agreement on the status
of Brcko District was a helpful devel-
opment. Hopefully, similar progress
can be made on state property and
other issues.

Second, the European Union should
provide Bosnia with a clear set of EU
candidacy and membership conditions.
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These should include explicit and ob-
jective benchmarks regarding constitu-
tional reforms that will increase the
functionality of the Bosnian state. The
EU should also carefully reconsider its
plans for the drawdown or redeploy-
ment of its 2,600 European Union force,
as the continued presence of those
troops deters violence and provides
citizens with a psychological reassur-
ance of security.

And, finally, there is a need for sus-
tained, high-level TU.S. engagement
with the EU on the development and
implementation of common policies
that will stabilize and strengthen Bos-
nia and Herzegovina. H. Res. 171 advo-
cates the appointment of a Special
Envoy for the Balkans which would
signal American commitment to the
region. In addition to working directly
with political leaders on the ground,
this official could seek to develop a
consensus among the EU and its mem-
ber states about the way forward in
southeastern Europe.

The visit by Vice President BIDEN to
Bosnia, Serbia, and Kosovo next week
is an encouraging sign of renewed
American interest in the Balkans. As
he and other senior officials in the
Obama administration were personally
involved in efforts to establish peace in
the Balkans 13 years ago, they know
firsthand the importance of preserving
this hard-won stability and the consid-
erable cost of letting it slip away.

Although the United States and the
European Union are consumed by other
foreign policy priorities, we must not
lose sight of our unfinished business in
the Balkans or waiver from our com-
mitment to consolidating peaceful
progress across Europe.

I strongly support this resolution. I
urge my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I want to thank Chairman BERMAN
and Ranking Member ROS-LEHTINEN for
bringing House Resolution 171 to the
floor. This resolution expresses support
for the progress made by the state of
Bosnia and Herzegovina toward sta-
bility and greater international cohe-
sion.

Bosnia has come a long way in the 14
years since the signing of the so-called
“Dayton Accords’ that ended the ter-
rible ethnic-based conflict there.

While this short resolution speaks to
much that has been accomplished in
Bosnia, much work needs to still be
done. Some would suggest, for example,
that greater constitutional reform
within Bosnia is necessary for its fu-
ture growth and its stability for the
progress of democracy and tolerance in
that country.

Another important issue confronting
the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina is
the burden placed on its economic
progress by its extensive bureaucracy
that is now in place in that country.
That bureaucracy reportedly consumes
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a great deal of that small country’s
revenues, confronting its economy with
serious obstacles to growth.

This measure, as considered on the
floor today, does include a short state-
ment that was added after agreement
by the majority and the minority that
I believe makes an important point.
Among its resolved clauses, H. Res. 171
now specifically calls for continued as-
sistance to Bosnia to help it inves-
tigate al Qaeda activities and those of
related networks. That is an important
point when we consider the reported in-
crease of Islamic militant extremism
in the broader Balkan region. Such re-
ports should serve as a warning that Is-
lamic extremists may be looking at the
Balkan region as a potential launching
platform for future attacks somewhere
else.

I am pleased that the Bosnian Gov-
ernment is working to address impor-
tant issues such as the reports of the
use of Bosnian passports by Islamic
militants. I am also pleased by reports
that some leaders within the Bosnian
Muslim community are combating Is-
lamic extremism and have been strong
advocates for peace and reconciliation.

The call for continued support for
Bosnia and such important efforts en-
hances the other important statements
this resolution makes with regard to
our policy toward Bosnia.

Mr. Speaker, many of us would like
to ensure that Bosnia becomes a great-
er anchor for stability in the Balkans
region. This resolution is an important
message of encouragement and support
for all the people of Bosnia as they
seek to promote stability, peace, and
prosperity. I support its adoption by
the House.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. CARNAHAN) will control the
time of the gentleman from California.

There was no objection.

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 2 minutes.

I rise today in strong support of H.
Res. 171. 1, too, want to thank Chair-
man BERMAN and Ranking Member
ROS-LEHTINEN and their staffs for their
time and efforts in bringing this bill to
the floor.

I have advocated for increased atten-
tion in the Balkans, and especially to
the needs of Bosnia Herzegovina, a
country with a long, rich tradition of
multiethnic communities living and
working together. I asked Secretary
Clinton about this just a few weeks ago
when she appeared before the House
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and I
think she, too, agrees that there needs
to be renewed attention to this coun-
try. I hope this resolution is another
step toward U.S. reengagement in the
region and offering Bosnia the support
that it needs.

This resolution recognizes the need
for constitutional reform in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and highlights the impor-
tance of sustained U.S. engagement in
partnership with the European Union.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

As a founding member and co-chair-
man of the Congressional Caucus on
Bosnia with my colleague, CHRIS SMITH
from New Jersey, and having the dis-
tinct pleasure of representing a grow-
ing, vibrant community of Bosnian-
Americans in the St. Louis, Missouri,
region, one of the largest communities
of Bosnian-Americans in the country, I
am pleased to support this resolution.

I especially want to highlight two
clauses in this resolution that I think
are of particular importance. First, we
need to continue our efforts, both here
and at the ICTY, to achieve justice for
victims of war crimes, crimes against
humanity, genocide, as well as to pro-
mote reconciliation among ethnic
groups.

Secondly, that the appointment of a
Special Envoy to the Balkans who can
work in partnership with the EU, Bos-
nia, and other leaders will help redirect
the U.S. commitment to the region.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH), ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Africa and Global Health
of the Helsinki Commission and co-
Chair of the House Bosnia Caucus.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank
my good friend for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H. Res. 171, a powerful statement
calling for meaningful constitutional
reform and strengthened U.S. engage-
ment in Bosnia. I want to thank Chair-
man BERMAN for authoring this legisla-
tion, and I am very proud to be one of
the cosponsors.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution makes
all the important points on the need
for real constitutional reform. It notes
that the Dayton Accords, notwith-
standing their merits in stopping the
war and the genocide, ‘‘included many
compromises imposed by the need for
quick action to preserve human life
that have hindered efforts to develop
efficient and effective political institu-
tions.”

Everyone involved in the Dayton Ac-
cords understood that they were not in-
tended to be more than a tourniquet
designed to halt the genocide and to
act as a bridge towards good govern-
ance and a workable constitution. And
the time for meaningful, sustainable
and just reform has come.

Importantly the resolution notes the
progress Bosnia has made since 1995.
And by almost all accounts, that
progress is truly remarkable. I visited
Bosnia again in July of 2007 and was
deeply impressed by the economic and
social recovery that has taken place
within the past 12 years.

O 1700

On the constitutional arrangements,
Mr. Speaker, the resolution points to
the history of strong U.S. support for
the ‘‘legal continuity and territorial
integrity of Bosnia-Herzegovina’® and
notes that the current Dayton-based
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constitutional arrangements are ‘‘nei-
ther efficient nor rational.”” The reso-
lution praises the wvalue of a ‘‘united
multiethnic country’” and ‘‘full incor-
poration into the Euro-Atlantic com-
munity” in stabilizing the Balkans.

Mr. Speaker, efficient and rational
arrangements to unite the multiethnic
country and enable it to be fully incor-
porated into NATO and the EU can
only mean a major reform that abol-
ishes the ‘‘entity’ voting system so
that the vote of every Bosnian citizen
will be of equal weight. Under the cur-
rent Dayton-based system, only 22 per-
cent of the deputies can block any pro-
posed legislation. And, in fact, this
happens all the time. In the past 13
years such a ‘‘super-minority’’ has
blocked over 260 bills. To put this num-
ber in context, in the same period, the
national legislature passed less than
150 laws. Mr. Speaker, this is a serious
problem. It is the reason that we are
here today talking about constitu-
tional reform in Bosnia.

Mr. Speaker, as chairman or co-
chairman for 12 years of the Commis-
sion on Security and Cooperation in
Europe, known around here as the Hel-
sinki Commission, and co-chairman of
the Bosnia Caucus with my friend and
colleague from Missouri, and chairman
of the House Human Rights Committee
for 8 years, I've had the opportunity to
chair numerous Bosnia hearings and
author congressional resolutions on
Bosnia, including H. Res. 199 on the
Srebrenica genocide.

My most recent trip to Bosnia was in
July of 2007, and I joined relatives of
those killed, murdered—massacred—in
the Srebrenica genocide in a ceremony
interring hundreds of the approxi-
mately 8,000 Bosnian Muslims who
were Kkilled in what the TU.N.
euphemistically designated to be a
“‘safe haven.” It wasn’t. The ceremony
was solemn, it was holy, and it was
numbing. Reis Ceric, the Grand Mufti,
gave a very powerful talk, a sermon, to
all of those who had gathered. Reis
Ceric is a great man of peace and faith,
and, I’'m honored to say, a good friend.
Dr. Haris Silajdzic, the President of
Bosnia, is likewise a good friend, and
spoke very eloquently about the huge
loss of life, the importance of justice as
well as about the future. Seeing hun-
dreds of caskets with exhumed victims
left an indelible impression on me.

During that visit and after meeting
here as well as in Europe with members
of the Bosnian community, it has be-
come abundantly clear that while Bos-
nia needs to move forward, that there
needs to be an accounting for the
atrocities committed. And to move
ahead they need constitutional reform.

Sometimes we get reports or hear
that ethnic tensions are rising in Bos-
nia and that, therefore, the constitu-
tional reform process has to be slowed
for a while—put on the back burner.
That would be a big mistake. Bosnia is
in a position similar to that of Poland,
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Romania, and other countries of East-
ern Europe in the 1990s. When we de-
bated their admission to NATO, for ex-
ample, some said that their admission
would destabilize the region. They were
flat wrong. What could have dan-
gerously destabilized Eastern Europe
was continuing uncertainty about
whether these countries would join the
West or whether they might remain in
the Russian sphere of influence. We re-
solved that uncertainty and further
stabilized Eastern Europe by wel-
coming them to the West.

Likewise, with Bosnia, it’s long past
time to send a strong, unambiguous
signal that Bosnia does not have to re-
main a country forever preserved in
the amber of the Dayton Accords. With
this resolution, we invite the Bosnians
to reform their constitution, become a
one-person, one-vote democracy, and
join the Euro-Atlantic community.

Mr. Speaker, our country has played
a constructive role in Bosnia through
both Democrat and Republican admin-
istrations, and I know the Bosnians ap-
preciate that very much. The great ma-
jority of them will welcome strength-
ening our engagement to complete the
American legacy of spreading democ-
racy and security in Bosnia.

This is a good resolution, and I urge
its passage by all Members of the
House.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
want to state my strong support for House
Resolution 171, expressing our support for
constitutional reform in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
as well as for U.S. engagement in the West-
ern Balkans region. | want to thank our col-
league from California and the Chairman of
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Mr.
BERMAN, for introducing this resolution, inviting
me to be an original co-sponsor, and working
the text through the committee.

This resolution is timely and important. The
international community, under U.S. leader-
ship, has invested heavily in Bosnia-
Herzegovina. We did so not just for that coun-
try’s sake, nor just to end the tremendous suf-
fering faced by its people. We did so because
the threat it faced in the mid-1990s constituted
war crimes, crimes against humanity and
genocide. To have acquiesced to the realities
presented on the ground in 1995 would have
been to abandon the very principles on which
the world is expected to operate. We had the
ability to stop that from happening in the Bal-
kans and to make a difference, so we did,
through NATO intervention and the negotiation
of the Dayton Agreement.

Bosnia’s considerable recovery a decade
after the conflict has been stalled in recent
years, as the additional reforms necessary for
Bosnia’s European integration are perceived
to be a threat to the outdated notions of ethnic
exclusivity which were resurrected during the
war. It is also a threat to some who currently
rely on these notions as the basis for their
power and authority.

| believe this resolution makes clear that all
the people of Bosnia-Herzegovina—Bosniaks,
Serbs, Croats and others—must find a com-
mon agreement on how to move forward, but
it opposes efforts to block a broad consensus
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in order to maintain the status quo. The re-
forms supported by this resolution are critical
to making Bosnia a functional, modern, Euro-
pean state.

This resolution also calls for greater U.S.
engagement in Bosnia and throughout the Bal-
kans. European integration is the goal for Bos-
nia and all the countries of the region. It is not
enough, however, to say “here’s your goal
now find your own way to it.” The European
Union has done tremendous work in the Bal-
kans, but its own lack of decisiveness leads to
mixed signals in the region and undercuts
more vigorous efforts to resolve outstanding
issues. The United States has a high degree
of credibility in the Balkans that can help influ-
ence developments in the region but we also
must make sure the EU itself stays on course.

This does not mean going back to the days
of a heavy U.S. troop presence in the Balkans
and significant aid to the countries of the re-
gion. The resolution does not call for going
back to the 1990s. Instead, the resolution re-
flects what seems to be an obvious piece of
wisdom—namely that a bit more attention now
can actually preclude a situation where greater
involvement might become a necessity later.
This will allow the United States to maintain its
strong focus on other regions of the world, as
it should, while Europe and its full integration
moves forward.

| think the Vice President’s current plans to
visit Sarajevo, Pristina and Belgrade reflect
this wisdom, and | wish his trip to be a suc-
cessful one that will lead to additional efforts
in the future.

As the Co-Chairman of the U.S. Helsinki
Commission, | have continued to follow the sit-
uation in the Western Balkans closely. In early
April, the Commission held a hearing on the
challenges to the United States and Europe in
the region. | would commend to my colleagues
the transcript of that hearing, which can be
found on the Commission’s website, because
it makes clear the challenges we face in the
Balkans today. While there is little chance of
going back to the days of horrific conflict in the
Balkans that we saw in the 1990s, there con-
tinues to be a need for the peoples of the re-
gion to find a way to put the 1990s behind
them. That's easier said than done, and we
cannot expect people to erase what was obvi-
ously such a traumatic period in their lives just
because we tell them to do so. With U.S. and
European support, however, we can give them
the confidence and hope that will enable them
to move forward. That benefits everyone. For
this reason, | support this resolution.

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of this resolution.

Over 13 years ago, the U.S. brought an end
to Bosnia’s war through the Dayton Peace
Agreement. This conflict lasted over three
years, and was marked by brutal ethnic
cleansing and genocide. As a result of this
tragic conflict, at least 97,000 people perished,
and over 2.3 million people were driven from
their homes, creating the greatest flow of refu-
gees in Europe since World War Il.

Since this time, the people of Bosnia and
Herzegovina have painstakingly worked with
the international community to make progress
towards building a peaceful, democratic, and
multi-ethnic society based on the rule of law
and respect for human rights.

| congratulate Bosnia for joining the Partner-
ship for Peace program of the North Atlantic
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Treaty Organization (NATO) in December
2006 and for taking the first step on the road
toward European Union (EU) membership by
signing a Stabilization and Association Agree-
ment (SAA) in June 2008.

However, despite these important steps for-
ward, challenges remain. The Dayton agree-
ment did its job by ending the war, but left a
governmental structure in place that is bloated
with bureaucracy and multiple layers of gov-
ernment. To be a functioning state, Bosnia
needs to build functional institutions, including
state-level institutions that are capable of self-
sustaining reforms and fulfilling European
Union (EU) and North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) requirements.

The success of Bosnia is essential to the
stability of the region, and the United States
cannot afford to ignore this strategically impor-
tant country. This work must be done in con-
cert with the international community, who
should continue to play a role in Bosnia. To
this end, the international body charged with
implementing the Dayton Peace agreements,
known as the Peace Implementation Council
or the “PIC”, should ensure that the Office of
the High Representative (OHR) remains open
until the objectives and the conditions set forth
by the PIC are met.

As in 1995, resolve and U.S. and European
Union involvement are needed in Bosnia and
Herzegovina if we are to ensure that we do
not get involved in another crisis in the Bal-
kans. | urge my colleagues to support this im-
portant resolution.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOLDEN). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. BERMAN) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 171, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6:30 p.m. today.

0 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. TAUSCHER) at 6 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.
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AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING
THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICI-
ARY TO INQUIRE WHETHER THE
HOUSE SHOULD IMPEACH SAM-
UEL B. KENT, A JUDGE OF THE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT
COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DIS-
TRICT OF TEXAS

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules be discharged from
further consideration of H. Res. 424 and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 424

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judi-
ciary shall inquire whether the House should
impeach Samuel B. Kent, a judge of the
United States District Court for the South-
ern District of Texas.

SEC. 2. The Committee on the Judiciary or
any subcommittee or task force designated
by the Committee may, in connection with
the inquiry under this resolution, take affi-
davits and depositions by a member, counsel,
or consultant of the Committee, pursuant to
notice or subpoena.

SEC. 3. (a) For the purpose of the inquiry
under this resolution, the Committee on the
Judiciary is authorized to require by sub-
poena or otherwise—

(1) the attendance and testimony of any
person (including at a taking of a deposition
by counsel or consultant of the Committee);
and

(2) the production of such things;
as it deems necessary to such inquiry.

(b) The Chairman of the Committee on the
Judiciary, after consultation with the Rank-
ing Member, may exercise the authority of
the Committee under subsection (a).

(c) The Committee on the Judiciary may
adopt a rule regulating the taking of deposi-
tions by a member, counsel, or consultant of
the Committee, including pursuant to sub-
poena.

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, as you know
this resolution authorizes the Committee on
the Judiciary to undertake an investigation to
determine whether Samuel Kent should be im-
peached. | know that we are all appalled by
the behavior that led to Judge Kent's guilty
plea, and can agree that moving forward with
an eye to removing him from the bench is the
right thing to do.

While we have no objection to most of the
resolution, | note that section 3(c) authorizes
staff deposition authority, something we have
been consistently concerned about due to the
potential for abuse. My understanding is that
the Judiciary Committee intends tomorrow to
adopt a resolution putting in place the same
safeguards on staff deposition authority that
they currently have in place for their investiga-
tion into Judge Porteous. Those rules follow
the model rules suggested by the Rules Com-
mittee and contain adequate protections for
the Minority.

| am inserting the text of the relevant resolu-
tions for the RECORD.

Our agreement to this unanimous consent
request is dependent on the commitment from
the Judiciary Committee that they will extend
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their existing rules on staff deposition authority

to this investigation before engaging in staff

depositions. Without similar assurances in the

future, we will oppose efforts to grant

unelected staff unfettered deposition authority.
RESOLUTION

Resolved,

SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF TASK FORCE.

There is hereby established in the House
Committee on the Judiciary (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Committee’) a task force
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘“‘Task Force”’)
to conduct an inquiry into whether United
States District Judge G. Thomas Porteous
should be impeached.

SEC. 2. FUNCTIONS.

The Task Force shall conduct such hear-
ings and investigations relating to the in-
quiry described in section 1 as the Chairman
of the Committee, in consultation with the
Ranking Minority Member of the Com-
mittee, determines to be warranted.

SEC. 3. MEMBERSHIP.

The members of the Task Force shall be
chosen from among the members of the Com-
mittee as follows:

(1) 7 members shall be chosen by the Chair-
man of the Committee.

(2) 5 members shall be chosen by the Rank-
ing Minority Member of the Committee.

SEC. 4. CHAIRMAN; RANKING MINORITY MEMBER.

The Chairman of the Committee shall des-
ignate one member of the Task Force to be
the Chair of the Task Force. The Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee shall
designate one member of the Task Force to
be the Ranking Minority Member of the
Task Force.

SEC. 5. AUTHORITY AND PROCEDURES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this resolution, the Rules of the
House of Representatives applicable to
standing committees and the rules of the
Committee shall govern the Task Force.

(b) DEPOSITION AUTHORITY.—

(1) CHAIRMAN MAY ORDER.—The Chairman
of the Committee, upon consultation with
the Ranking Minority Member of Com-
mittee, may order the taking of depositions,
under oath and pursuant to notice or sub-
poena. Consultation with the Ranking Mi-
nority Member shall include three business
days written notice before any deposition is
taken. All members of the Task Force shall
also receive three business days written no-
tice that a deposition has been scheduled.

(2) MODE FOR TAKING.—Notices for the tak-
ing of depositions shall specify the date,
time, and place of examination. Depositions
shall be taken under oath administered by a
member of the Task Force or a person other-
wise authorized to administer oaths. The in-
dividual administering the oath, if other
than a member, shall certify that the wit-
ness was duly sworn. Witnesses may be ac-
companied at a deposition by counsel to ad-
vise them of their rights. No one may be
present at depositions except members of the
Task Force, Committee staff or consultants
designated by the Chairman or Ranking Mi-
nority Member of the Committee, an official
reporter, the witness, and the witness’s
counsel. Observers or counsel for other per-
sons may not attend.

(3) CONDUCT OF DEPOSITION.—A deposition
shall be conducted by a member of the Task
Force or by Committee staff or consultants
designated by the Chairman or Ranking Mi-
nority Member of the Committee. Questions
in the deposition shall be propounded in
rounds, unless the Chairman and Ranking
Minority Member of the Committee other-
wise agree. A single round shall not exceed 60
minutes per side, unless the persons con-
ducting the deposition agree to a different
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length of questioning. When depositions are
conducted by staff or consultants, there
shall be no more than two persons permitted
to question a witness per round, one to be
designated by the Chairman of the Com-
mittee and the other by the Ranking Minor-
ity Member of the Committee. Other Com-
mittee staff or consultants designated by the
Chairman or Ranking Minority Member of
the Committee may attend, but may not
pose questions to the witness during that
round. In each round, the person designated
by the Chairman of the Committee shall ask
questions first, and the person designated by
the Ranking Minority Member shall ask
questions second.

(4) OBJECTIONS.—The Chairman of the Com-
mittee may rule on any objections raised
during a deposition, either during the deposi-
tion or after the deposition has been con-
cluded. If a member of the Task Force ap-
peals in writing the ruling of the Chairman,
the appeal shall be preserved for Committee
consideration. A witness that refuses to an-
swer a question after being directed to an-
swer by the Chairman may be subject to
sanction, except that no sanctions may be
imposed if the ruling of the Chairman is re-
versed on appeal.

(5) TRANSCRIPTION OF TESTIMONY.—Com-
mittee staff and designated consultants shall
ensure that the testimony is either tran-
scribed or electronically recorded or both. If
a witness’s testimony is transcribed, the wit-
ness or the witness’s counsel shall be af-
forded an opportunity to review a copy. No
later than five days thereafter, the witness
may submit suggested changes to the Chair-
man of the Committee. Committee staff or
designated consultants may make any typo-
graphical and technical changes requested by
the witness. Substantive changes, modifica-
tions, clarifications, or amendments to the
deposition transcript submitted by the wit-
ness must be accompanied by a letter signed
by the witness requesting the changes and a
statement of the witness’s reasons for each
proposed change. Any substantive changes,
modifications, clarifications, or amendments
shall be included as an appendix to the tran-
script conditioned upon the witness signing
the transcript. The transcriber shall certify
that the transcript is a true record of the
testimony, and the transcript shall be filed,
together with any electronic recording, with
the clerk of the Committee in Washington,
DC. The Chairman and the Ranking Minority
Member of the Committee shall be provided
with a copy of the transcripts of the deposi-
tion at the same time. The Chairman and
Ranking Minority Member shall consult re-
garding the release of depositions. If either
objects in writing to a proposed release of a
deposition or a portion thereof, the matter
shall be promptly referred to the Committee
for resolution.

(6) DEEMED PLACE OF TAKING.—Depositions
shall be considered to have been taken in
Washington, DC, as well as the location in
which actually taken, once filed there with
the clerk of the Committee for the Commit-
tee’s use.

(7) REQUIREMENT TO PROVIDE COPY OF RESO-
LUTION TO WITNESS.— A witness shall not be
required to testify unless the witness has
been provided with a copy of this resolution
and the resolution of the House of Represent-
atives authorizing and directing the Com-
mittee to make the inquiry described in sec-
tion 1.

SEC. 6. EXPIRATION.

The Task Force shall expire at the end of
the 111th Congress.

SEC. 7. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This resolution shall take effect on Janu-
ary 22, 2009.
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RESOLUTION

Resolved, That the resolution adopted in
the Committee January 22, 2009, establishing
the task force to conduct an inquiry regard-
ing the impeachment of Judge Porteous, is
amended as follows:

(1) Section 1 is amended to read as follows:
“SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF TASK FORCE

““There is hereby established in the House
Committee on the Judiciary (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the ‘“‘Committee’) a task force
(hereby referred to as the ‘“Task Force’) to
conduct—

‘(1) an inquiry into whether United States
District Judge G. Thomas Porteous should
be impeached; and

“(2) an inquiry into whether United States
District Judge Samuel B. Kent should be im-
peached.”

(1) Section 5(a) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this resolution, the Rules of the
House of Representatives applicable to the
Committee on the Judiciary, the rules of the
Committee, and the authorities provided in
House Resolution 15 and House Resolution
, shall govern the inquiries conducted
by the Task Force.”

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

RAISING A QUESTION OF THE
PRIVILEGES OF THE HOUSE

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, I rise
to a question of the privileges of the
House and offer the resolution pre-
viously noticed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the resolution.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 425

Whereas, The Hill reported that a promi-
nent lobbying firm, founded by Mr. Paul
Magliocchetti and the subject of a ‘‘federal
investigation into potentially corrupt polit-
ical contributions,” has give $3.4 million in
political donations to no less than 284 mem-
bers of Congress.

Whereas, the New York Times noted that
Mr. Magliocchetti ‘‘set up shop at the busy
intersection between political fund-raising
and taxpayer spending, directing tens of mil-
lions of dollars in contributions to law-
makers while steering hundreds of millions
of dollars in earmarks back to his clients.”

Whereas, a guest columnist recently high-
lighted in Roll Call that ‘. .. what the firm’s
example reveals most clearly is the poten-
tially corrupting link between campaign
contributions and earmarks. Even the most
ardent earmarkers should want to avoid the
appearance of such a pay-to-play system.”

Whereas, multiple press reports have noted
questions related to campaign contributions
made by or on behalf of the firm; including
questions related to ‘‘straw man’’ contribu-
tions, the reimbursement of employees for
political giving, pressure on clients to give, a
suspicious pattern of giving, and the timing
of donations relative to legislative activity.

Whereas, Roll Call has taken note of the
timing of contributions from employees, the
firm and its clients when it reported that
they ‘“‘have provided thousands of dollars
worth of campaign contributions to key
Members in close proximity to legislative ac-
tivity, such as the deadline for earmark re-
quest letters and passage of a spending bill.”’

Whereas, the Associated Press highlighted
the ‘‘huge amounts of political donations”
from the firm and its clients to select mem-

The

bers and noted that ‘‘those political dona-
tions have followed a distinct pattern: The
giving is especially heavy in March, which is
prime time for submitting written earmark
requests.”

Whereas, clients of the firm received at
least three hundred million dollars worth of
earmarks in fiscal year 2009 appropriations
legislation, including several that were ap-
proved even after news of the FBI raid of the
firm’s offices and Justice Department inves-
tigation into the firm was well known.

Whereas, the Associated Press reported
that ‘‘the FBI says the investigation is con-
tinuing, highlighting the close ties between
special-interest spending provisions known
as earmarks and the raising of campaign
cash.”

Whereas, the persistent media attention
focused on questions about the nature and
timing of campaign contributions related to
the firm, as well as reports of the Justice De-
partment conducting research on earmarks
and campaign contributions, raise concern
about the integrity of congressional pro-
ceedings and the dignity of this institution.
Now, therefore, be it:

Resolved, that

(a) the Committee on Standards of Official
Conduct, or a subcommittee of the com-
mittee designated by the committee and its
members appointed by the chairman and
ranking member, shall immediately begin
investigation into the relationship between
the source and timing of past campaign con-
tributions to Members of the House related
to the raided firm and earmark requests
made by Members of the House on behalf of
clients of the raided firm.

(b) The Committee on Standards of Official
Conduct shall submit a report of its findings
to the House of Representatives within 2
months after the date of adoption of the res-
olution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
olution qualifies.

MOTION TO TABLE

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, I
move to lay the resolution on the
table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the motion to table.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, the ayes have it.

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the grounds that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, this
15-minute vote on tabling the resolu-
tion will be followed by 5-minute votes
on motions to suspend the rules and
agree to House Resolution 413 and
House Resolution 378.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 215, nays
182, answered ‘‘present’’ 15, not voting
21, as follows:

The

Evi-

[Roll No. 243]
YEAS—215

Abercrombie Baldwin Bishop (GA)
Ackerman Barrow Bishop (NY)
Adler (NJ) Bean Blumenauer
Altmire Becerra Boren
Andrews Berkley Boswell
Arcuri Berman Boucher
Baca Berry Boyd
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Brady (PA)
Braley (IA)
Brown, Corrine
Capps
Capuano
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carney
Carson (IN)
Clarke

Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble

Cohen
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello
Courtney
Crowley
Cuellar
Dahlkemper
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Davis (TN)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle
Driehaus
Edwards (MD)
Edwards (TX)
Ellison
Engel

Eshoo
Etheridge
Farr

Fattah
Filner
Frank (MA)
Fudge
Gonzalez
Gordon (TN)
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hare
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Heinrich
Higgins
Hinojosa
Hirono
Holden

Holt

Aderholt
AKin
Alexander
Austria
Bachmann
Bachus
Bartlett
Barton (TX)
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blunt
Boccieri
Boehner
Bono Mack
Boozman
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Bright
Broun (GA)
Brown (SC)
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Buchanan
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Buyer
Calvert
Camp

Honda
Hoyer
Inslee
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilroy
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kratovil
Kucinich
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lipinski
Lowey
Lujan
Lynch
Maffei
Maloney
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matsui
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McMahon
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Michaud
Miller (NC)
Miller, George
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Murtha
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Payne
Perlmutter
Peters

NAYS—182

Cantor
Capito
Carter
Cassidy
Castle
Chaffetz
Childers
Coffman (CO)
Cole
Crenshaw
Davis (KY)
Deal (GA)
Diaz-Balart, M.
Donnelly (IN)
Dreier
Duncan
Ehlers
Ellsworth
Emerson
Fallin

Flake
Fleming
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx

Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
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Peterson
Pingree (ME)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Price (NC)
Rahall
Rangel
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Serrano
Sestak
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shuler
Skelton
Slaughter
Snyder
Space
Speier
Spratt
Stupak
Sutton
Tauscher
Taylor
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Tierney
Titus
Tonko
Towns
Tsongas
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Wexler
Wilson (OH)
Woolsey
Wu
Yarmuth
Young (AK)

Giffords
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Granger
Graves
Guthrie

Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Harper
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Hill

Himes

Hodes
Hunter
Inglis

Issa

Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, Sam
Kind

King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kosmas
Lamborn
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Lance Miller, Gary Schmidt
LaTourette Minnick Schock
Latta Mitchell Sensenbrenner
Lee (NY) Moran (KS) Sessions
Lewis (CA) Murphy (NY) Shadegg
Linder Neugebauer Shimkus
LoBiondo Nunes Simpson
Loebsack Olson Smith (NE)
Lucas Paul Smith (NJ)
Luetkgmeyer Paulsen Smith (TX)
Lummis ) Penqe Smith (WA)
Lungren, Daniel  Perriello S
R ouder
E. Detri Sullivan
Mack Pitts Teague
Manzullo Platts Terry
Marchant Posey
Matheson Price (GA) Thompson (PA)
McCarthy (CA) Putnam Thornberr y
McCaul Quigley T}ahr_t
MecClintock Radanovich Tiberi
McCotter Rehberg Turner
McHenry Reichert Upton
McHugh Roe (TN) Visclosky
MclIntyre Rogers (AL) Walz
McKeon Rogers (MI) Wamp
McMorris Rooney Westmoreland
Rodgers Ros-Lehtinen Whitfield
McNerney Roskam Wilson (SC)
Mica Royce Wittman
Miller (FL) Ryan (WI) Wolf
Miller (MI) Scalise Young (FL)
ANSWERED “PRESENT”’—15
Barrett (SC) Dent Lofgren, Zoe
Butterfield Diaz-Balart, L. Myrick
Castor (FL) Hastings (WA) Poe (TX)
Chandler Kline (MN) Walden
Conaway Latham Welch
NOT VOTING—21
Baird Hoekstra Rogers (KY)
Bonner Israel Rohrabacher
Campbell Johnson (IL) Shuster
Cao Jordan (OH) Sires
Culberson Kilpatrick (MI) Stark
Cummings Mollohan Stearns
Hinchey Moran (VA) Tanner
7 1900
Messrs. UPTON, KIND, GARY G.
MILLER of California, CALVERT,

GARRETT of New Jersey, MCINTYRE,
BRIGHT and BUYER changed their
vote from ‘“‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”’

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska and Ms.
McCOLLUM changed their vote from
unayw to uyea.aa

Messrs. CHANDLER and
BUTTERFIELD changed their vote
from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘present.”

Mr. WALDEN changed his vote from
“nay’”’ to ‘‘present.”

So the motion to table was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated against:

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, on rollcall
No. 243 | was unavoidably detained. Had |
been present, | would have voted “nay.”

———

SUPPORTING IEEE ENGINEERING
THE FUTURE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 413, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
GORDON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 413.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 409, nays 0,
not voting 24, as follows:

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Aderholt
Adler (NJ)
Akin
Alexander
Altmire
Andrews
Arcuri
Austria
Baca
Bachmann
Bachus
Baldwin
Barrett (SC)
Barrow
Bartlett
Barton (TX)
Bean
Becerra
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blumenauer
Blunt
Boccieri
Boehner
Bono Mack
Boozman
Boren
Boswell
Boucher
Boustany
Boyd
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Braley (IA)
Bright
Broun (GA)
Brown (SC)
Brown, Corrine
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Buchanan
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Butterfield
Buyer
Calvert
Camp
Cantor
Capito
Capps
Capuano
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carney
Carson (IN)
Carter
Cassidy
Castle
Castor (FL)
Chaffetz
Chandler
Childers
Clarke
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Coffman (CO)
Cohen
Cole
Conaway
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello
Courtney
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Dahlkemper

[Roll No. 244]
YEAS—409

Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Davis (KY)
Dayvis (TN)
Deal (GA)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Donnelly (IN)
Doyle
Dreier
Driehaus
Duncan
Edwards (MD)
Edwards (TX)
Ehlers
Ellison
Ellsworth
Emerson
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Fallin
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Flake
Fleming
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster
Foxx
Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Giffords
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Gordon (TN)
Granger
Graves
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Guthrie
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Hare
Harman
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jenkins

Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilroy
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
MecClintock
McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Patrick
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Murphy, Tim Ros-Lehtinen Stupak
Myrick Roskam Sullivan
Nadler (NY) Ross Sutton
Napolitano Rothman (NJ) Tauscher
Neal (MA) Roybal-Allard Taylor
Neugebauer Royce Teague
Nunes Ruppersberger Terry
Nye Rush
Oberstar Ryan (OH) ggompson <1(\}fs)
Obey Ryan (WI) ompson (MS)
Olson Salazar Thompson (PA)
- . Thornberry
Olver Sanchez, Linda Tiahrt
Ortiz T. . .
Pallone Sanchez, Loretta Liperi
Pascrell Sarbanes Tierney
Pastor (AZ) Scalise Titus
Paul Schakowsky Tonko
Paulsen Schauer Towns
Payne Schiff Tsongas
Pence Schmidt Turner
Perlmutter Schock Upton
Perriello Schrader Van Hollen
Peters Schwartz Velazquez
Peterson Scott (GA) Visclosky
Petri Scott (VA) Walden
Pingree (ME) Sensenbrenner Walz
Pitts Serrano Wamp
Platts Sessions Wasserman
Poe (TX) Sestak Schultz
Polis (CO) Shadegg Waters
Pomeroy Shea-Porter Watson
go§ey(GA) Shtmices watt
rice imkus
Price (NC) Shuler ‘xa?‘man
einer
Putnam Shuster Welch
Quigley Simpson
Radanovich Skelton Wes‘imoreland
Rahall Slaughter Wexler
Rangel Smith (NE) Whitfield
Rehberg Smith (NJ) Wilson (OH)
Reichert Smith (TX) Wilson (S0)
Reyes Smith (WA) Wittman
Richardson Snyder Wolf
Rodriguez Souder Woolsey
Roe (TN) Space Wu
Rogers (AL) Speier Yarmuth
Rogers (MI) Spratt Young (AK)
Rooney Stearns Young (FL)
NOT VOTING—24
Baird Hinchey Moore (KS)
Bonner Hoekstra Moran (VA)
Campbell Israel Murtha
Cao Johnson (IL) Rogers (KY)
Culberson Jordan (OH) Rohrabacher
Cummings Kilpatrick (MI) Sires
Grijalva Kirk Stark
Gutierrez Mollohan Tanner

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing on this vote.

O 1908

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

———

IN HONOR OF REV. ROBERT COR-
NELL, FORMER MEMBER OF CON-

GRESS

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, 1
would respectfully ask that all House
Members rise and observe a moment of
silence on the passing of our former
colleague, Congressman Rev. Robert
Cornell, who passed away on Sunday,
May 10. Father Cornell represented the
Eighth District of Wisconsin in this
House from 1975 to 1979. He was a life-
long advocate for the betterment of
mankind, a deep-thinking educator,
and a keeper of his faith.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers will rise for a moment of silence.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, 5-minute voting will con-
tinue.

There was no objection.

———

RECOGNIZING 30TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE ELECTION OF MAR-
GARET THATCHER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 378, as amended,
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
BERMAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 378, as amended.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 339, nays 64,
answered ‘‘present’’ 6, not voting 24, as
follows:

[Roll No. 245]

YEAS—339

Aderholt Capps Forbes
Adler (NJ) Carnahan Fortenberry
Akin Carson (IN) Foster
Alexander Carter Foxx
Altmire Cassidy Franks (AZ)
Andrews Castle Frelinghuysen
Austria Castor (FL) Fudge
Baca Chaffetz Gallegly
Bachmann Chandler Garrett (NJ)
Bachus Childers Gerlach
Baldwin Clay Giffords
Barrow Cleaver Gingrey (GA)
Bartlett Clyburn Gohmert
Barton (TX) Coble Gonzalez
Bean Coffman (CO) Goodlatte
Becerra Cole Gordon (TN)
Berkley Conaway Granger
Berman Cooper Graves
Berry Costa Grayson
Biggert Crenshaw Green, Al
Bilbray Cuellar Green, Gene
Bilirakis Dahlkemper Griffith
Bishop (GA) Davis (AL) Guthrie
Bishop (NY) Davis (CA) Hall (NY)
Bishop (UT) Davis (IL) Hall (TX)
Blackburn Davis (KY) Halvorson
Blunt Davis (TN) Harman
Boccieri Deal (GA) Harper
Bono Mack DeGette Hastings (FL)
Boozman Dent Hastings (WA)
Boren Diaz-Balart, L. Heinrich
Boswell Diaz-Balart, M. Heller
Boucher Dicks Hensarling
Boustany Dingell Herger
Boyd Doggett Herseth Sandlin
Brady (TX) Dreier Hill
Bright Driehaus Himes
Broun (GA) Duncan Hinojosa
Brown (SC) Edwards (TX) Hirono
Brown, Corrine Ehlers Holt
Brown-Waite, Ellison Honda

Ginny Ellsworth Hoyer
Buchanan Emerson Hunter
Burgess Engel Inglis
Burton (IN) Eshoo Inslee
Butterfield Etheridge Issa
Buyer Fallin Jackson (IL)
Calvert Farr Jackson-Lee
Camp Fattah (TX)
Campbell Filner Jenkins
Cantor Flake Johnson (GA)
Capito Fleming Johnson, Sam

Jones
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kennedy
Kildee
Kind
King (IA)
Kingston
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Larsen (WA)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (NY)
Lewis (CA)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Mack
Maffei
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCaul
MecClintock
McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMorris
Rodgers
Meek (FL)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Arcuri
Blumenauer
Brady (PA)
Braley (IA)
Capuano
Cardoza
Carney
Clarke
Cohen
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Costello
Courtney
Crowley
DeFazio
Delahunt
DeLauro
Doyle
Edwards (MD)
Frank (MA)

Miller, Gary
Minnick
Mitchell
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Murphy, Tim
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neugebauer
Nunes

Nye
Oberstar
Olson

Ortiz
Pallone
Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Pence
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri

Pitts

Platts

Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey

Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Putnam
Quigley
Radanovich
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (MI)
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush

Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sanchez, Loretta
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt

NAYS—64

Gutierrez
Hare

Higgins
Hodes

Holden
Johnson, E. B.
Kilroy
Langevin
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)
Levin

Lewis (GA)
Lynch
Markey (MA)
McGovern
McMahon
McNerney
Meeks (NY)
Miller, George
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Patrick
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Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Souder
Space
Speier
Spratt
Stearns
Stupak
Sullivan
Tauscher
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Titus
Tonko
Towns
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Van Hollen
Visclosky
Walden
Walz
Wamp
Wasserman
Schultz
Watt
Waxman
Westmoreland
Wexler
Whitfield
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

Neal (MA)
Obey
Olver
Pascrell
Payne
Pingree (ME)
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sarbanes
Serrano
Sutton
Tierney
Velazquez
Waters
Watson
Weiner
Welch
Woolsey
Wu
Yarmuth

ANSWERED “PRESENT""—6

Donnelly (IN)
Kaptur

Baird
Barrett (SC)
Boehner
Bonner

Cao
Culberson

King (NY)
Maloney

Cummings
Grijalva
Hinchey
Hoekstra
Israel
Johnson (IL)

McCarthy (NY)
Rothman (NJ)

NOT VOTING—24

Jordan (OH)
Kilpatrick (MI)
Manzullo
Mollohan
Moran (VA)
Murtha
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Stark
Tanner

Sires
Smith (NJ)

Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.

Ms. WATERS and Mr. GUTIERREZ
changed their vote from ‘yea” to
“na,y.”

Mrs. MALONEY changed her vote
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘present.”’

0 1922

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution, as amended, was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, | was unable to attend several votes
today. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on the Motion to Table the Flake Privi-
leged Resolution; “yea” on H. Res. 413—Sup-
porting the goals and ideals of “IEEE Engi-
neering the Future” Day on May 13, 2009;
and “yea” on H. Res. 378—Recognizing the
30th anniversary of the election of Margaret
Thatcher as the first female Prime Minister of
Great Britain.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PERLMUTTER. I ask unanimous
consent that all Members have 5 legis-
lative days to revise and extend their
remarks and insert extraneous mate-
rial on the subject of the resolution (H.
Res. 424) earlier adopted.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
HALVORSON). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Colo-
rado?

There was no objection.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2187, 21ST CENTURY GREEN
HIGH-PERFORMING PUBLIC
SCHOOL FACILITIES ACT

Mr. PERLMUTTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 111-106) on the
resolution (H. Res. 427) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2187) to
direct the Secretary of Education to
make grants to State educational
agencies for the modernization, renova-
tion, or repair of public school facili-
ties, and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 2110

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to be removed as a
cosponsor of H.R. 2110.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Hawaii?
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There was no objection.

———

WAKE UP, AMERICA

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Yesterday, health
care executives indicated to the White
House that they were going to slow the
rate of growth over a period of 10 years,
thereby saving $2 trillion. Wake up,
America. You have to look at the un-
derlying numbers here.

What it means is that their share of
revenue for our health care spending is
going to rise to $12.8 trillion by 2020. At
1.5 percent, slowing the rate of growth
times 10 years—15 percent. You mul-
tiply that times your $12.8 trillion, you
get about $2 trillion.

This is a hoax. It is a swindle.
They’re trying to tell the American
people that these insurance companies
that make money—not providing
health care—are suddenly going to give
the American people a break, when in
fact the rate at which we’re going to be
paying is going to be 35 percent more
than it is now.

Wake up, America. The only plan
that we can have that can work is uni-
versal, single-payer, not-for-profit
health care. Break the chains, the
shackles that these insurance compa-
nies have on our political process.

——————

RENEWABLE ENERGY PART OF AN
ALL-OF-THE-ABOVE STRATEGY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I am grateful that de-
spite all the debate over our Nation’s
energy future, there’s a general con-
sensus that America should be the
world’s leader in the development of
the next generation of cleaner, afford-
able, and renewable energy.

America has a grand tradition of in-
novation. We have been at the fore-
front of great technological advances
throughout our short history because
we have attracted and promoted sci-
entists and entrepreneurs. We have
dreamed big and succeeded.

As the debate over a comprehensive
strategy for energy moves forward, we
must ensure public and private support
for strong renewable energy industry.
The Congressional Renewable Energy
Caucus, which I'm proud to be a mem-
ber of, will continue to be a part of
that support by raising awareness
among our colleagues about the enor-
mous potential of renewable energy.

With the threat of rising gas prices
and utility costs, the time to promote
renewable energy is now.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
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TRIBUTE TO REGISTERED NURSES

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I rise
today to pay tribute to the Nation’s
registered nurses and to congratulate
them for the impossible job—but re-
markable job—that they do in nur-
turing and serving and healing Amer-
ica’s sick.

In Harris County, Texas, the county
that I represent, the county presents
24,480 registered nurses. Nurses are pa-
tient advocates and act fearlessly to
protect the lives of those under their
care.

Nurses care for patients but partici-
pate in a wide variety of needed sci-
entific research, and fight cultural and
ethnic disparities and treat all patients
as equal. Nurses are also teachers not
only to future generations of nurses,
but to the public, educating us on
health and safety.

In a year where health care reform is
a top priority, it is significant to ac-
knowledge that 33 national nursing or-
ganizations have endorsed a consensus
statement for the nursing community
that complements five of President
Obama’s tenets.

The real issue is that they have come
together to organize around good
health care. I celebrate the fact that
nurses are in Washington, D.C., speak-
ing on behalf of those who cannot
speak for themselves. It is important
to respect the contributions that our
nurses make.

———

RENEWABLE ENERGY AND EN-
ERGY EFFICIENCY CAUCUS ON
ALGAE

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. During the
height of last summer, gas prices hit
an all-time high. Thirty years ago, in
the midst of another energy crisis, our
country began to explore turning algae
into fuel. The microscopic, single-
celled plant has the potential to be a
tremendous resource.

Algae grow very quickly, as anyone
with a backyard garden or a watering
tank in their pasture knows. It ingests
carbon dioxide—releasing oxygen in
the process—and is laden with oils
which can be used to produce biodiesel.

My friends, we need to continue to
explore any and all viable forms of re-
search and development in this renew-
able energy.

On Thursday, Members of Congress
will have the chance to see what the
future may hold for our Nation’s en-
ergy resources at the Congressional Re-
newable Energy and Energy Efficiency
Expo. There are still hurdles to over-
come, but now is the time to begin
working for a strong and diverse re-
newable energy portfolio.
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SOLAR AND THE RENEWABLE
ENERGY EXPO

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker,
many Members tonight are speaking on
energy efficiency and renewable energy
because they represent tremendous
sources of barely tapped potential to
help our Nation save money, increase
energy independence and reduce green-
house gas emissions.

This week the House Renewable En-
ergy & Energy Efficiency Caucus is
drawing attention to these important
opportunities by sponsoring the annual
Renewable Energy and Energy Effi-
ciency Expo. The event will run all day
on Thursday in the Cannon Caucus
room. It will feature over 50 companies
and advocacy groups explaining the
latest and greatest in energy.

Coming from southern Arizona, it’s
no surprise that my favorite type of re-
newable energy, of course, is the sun.
And this is an exciting time for solar
power. Technologies are rapidly im-
proving, and costs are falling.

Solar power is already cost-competi-
tive with peak power in many areas of
the country. Many experts believe that
it is on track to be competitive all day
long within just a few years.

I urge my colleagues to stop by the
expo on Thursday and learn more
about these exciting contributions that
energy efficiency and renewable energy
will make to our future.

————
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. President Obama has
outlined a bold vision for a significant
change in our Nation’s energy policy.
In keeping with the theme this evening
of energy efficiency, I share with you a
vision that the President has borne
that will take and highlight energy ef-
ficiency.

Energy efficiency should be our fuel
of choice, a fuel we need to drill and
mine like we currently drill for oil and
mine for coal. We must invest in de-
mand-side energy solutions as well as
supply-side.

Madam Speaker, we must diversify
our energy portfolio and achieve effi-
cient outcomes.

For example, this
York State, almost 45 percent of a
homeowner’s utility bill will go for
heating and cooling. For every degree
the thermostat is set below 78 degrees,
the customer will use 3 to 5 percent
more electricity.

When government implements rate-
based or taxpayer-funded demand-side
management programs, the public pol-
icy is clear—the kilowatt saved is the
cheapest, cleanest and the quickest
kilowatt we can produce.

summer in New
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Madam Speaker, as we move to cre-
ate legislation that focuses on clean
energy jobs, we must remember the im-
portant role that energy efficiency has
to play.

CLEAN ENERGY JOBS

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, later
this week or next week, the House En-
ergy and Commerce Committee will ad-
vance President Obama’s clean energy
jobs program, and we will do that by
maximizing the job creation potential
of renewable clean energy and energy
efficiency.

I saw the enormous potential of job
creation this weekend in Seattle,
Washington, where I went to the Mac-
Donald-Miller Company, a company
that installs highly efficient energy ef-
ficiency heating and cooling systems,
where they have found they can reduce
energy usage by 12 percent simply by
putting in a system that will adjust
the energy depending on what the tem-
perature is outside.

Now if we could get huge efficiency
measures like that and put hundreds of
people to work, like they are doing at
MacDonald-Miller, we’re going to find
that we can grow our economy while
solving global climate change as well.

The energy bill we will do will re-
quire 15 percent clean energy and b per-
cent efficiency. That’s a vision for the
future. We’re going to pass President
Obama’s clean energy jobs plan. That’s
a good thing for the U.S. economy.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

————

WE MUST CREATE, NOT DESTROY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

The recent news from Afghanistan is
particularly troubling. American
bombs Kkilled Afghan civilians last
week. Of course our troops are doing
what they can to avoid civilian casual-
ties, but bombs have a large footprint,
and innocent people are being killed
and injured along with the enemy.

Last week’s incident has angered the
people of Afghanistan, as it would, and
some are demanding the withdrawal of
American troops from their country.
Anti-American sentiment is spreading.

This terrible tragedy, Madam Speak-
er, proves once again that war is not
the way to win hearts and minds, and
it proves that violence is the least ef-
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fective way to achieve our national se-
curity goals and to keep our country
safe.

That’s why I've called upon President
Obama to change our mission in Af-
ghanistan. Instead of military solu-
tions, I've asked him to focus on rec-
onciliation, on economic development,
humanitarian aid and diplomatic ef-
forts.

President Obama is under a great
deal of pressure to expand our military
involvement in Afghanistan, but I also
know that he is a man of peace, not
war. So I’m hopeful that he will begin
to rely more and more on peaceful so-
lutions to the situation in Afghanistan
and Pakistan as well before things get
out of hand.

The President has already taken
some important steps towards peace.
He is encouraging civilians and mili-
tary reservists to go to Afghanistan
and to Pakistan to help with develop-
ment projects.

He’s also announced that he will go
to Egypt next month to deliver a
speech to the Muslim world. This will
be an important opportunity for the
President to hold out the hand of
friendship and to spread good will.

The speech in Egypt will be the sec-
ond time that President Obama has
spoken directly to the Muslim people
because last month he addressed the
Turkish Parliament where he declared,
and I quote him, ‘“The United States is
not and will never be at war with
Islam.” He promised to ‘‘seek broader
engagement with the Muslim people
based on mutual interests and mutual
respect.”

He then quoted an old Turkish prov-
erb that says, ‘““You cannot put out fire
with flames.”” And he said, ‘““The future
must belong to those who create, not
those who destroy.”

I agree with the end of destruction
wholeheartedly. That’s why I propose a
comprehensive new national security
plan called the SMART Security Plat-
form for the 21st Century. Instead of
violence and destruction, it emphasizes
diplomacy, international cooperation,
conflict prevention and nuclear non-
proliferation.

This SMART Security Platform
would eliminate the root causes of vio-
lence by supporting democracy build-
ing, global health, better educational
opportunities, particularly for girls
and women, and development aid and
debt relief for countries.

It calls for a broad range of policies
to stop the spread of conventional, bio-
logical, chemical and nuclear weapons.
It would deny hundreds of billions of
dollars every year to irresponsible re-
gimes by ending our Nation’s addiction
to foreign oil. And it strengthens inter-
national intelligence and law enforce-
ment so we can track down and stop in-
dividuals involved in violence while
still respecting human and civil rights.

These are the steps that will put
America back on the moral high
ground, where we will be in a much
better position to lead the world to-
ward peace.
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Madam Speaker, the Turkish proverb
is right. You cannot put out fire with
flames. That’s what we learned in Iraq,
and that’s what we’re learning again in
Afghanistan.

It’s time for a new strategy that rec-
ognizes that creating, not destroying,
is the best way to make our future safe
and to make the future of our children
safe and the future of our world as
well.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. POSEY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POSEY addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

—————

SINALOA DRUG CARTEL WANTS
OLD WEST SHOOT-OUT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
according to the Los Angeles Times,
the Mexican Attorney General’s office
has informed U.S. authorities that the
Sinaloa drug cartel of Mexico has been
ordered by its leader Joaquin ‘‘El
Chapo’” Guzman, also known as Shorty,
to use guns and shoot it out, if nec-
essary, with American law enforce-
ment. This has been ordered by the
drug kingpin to protect his drugs from
seizure and capture by U.S. authori-
ties.

Law enforcement officials in Arizona
have received two alerts that the
Guzman smugglers have been told to,
quote, use their weapons to defend
their loads at all costs.

The threat of escalated violence is
for several reasons. One, El Chapo no
longer can afford to lose drugs because
of his connections and partnerships
with Colombian drug cartels that are
making greater demands on him for
successful smuggling into the United
States. Also, El Chapo is competing
with rival drug cartels and attempting
to take their business, their territory
and their drugs. Thus, he wants to
make sure his smugglers outgun the
competition old west style.

Another reason for more violence is
the drug smugglers no longer will get
paid unless they deliver the goods to a
U.S. destination. Therefore, they are
becoming more trigger happy.

A few weeks ago a shoot-out between
two drug smuggling groups took place
on a road leading to Phoenix, Arizona.
The criminals were trying to hijack
each other’s loads.

United States Border Patrol in Tuc-
son has stated that confrontation be-
tween law enforcement and suspected
traffickers has grown more violent.
The L.A. Times reports weapons-re-
lated assaults against U.S. border
agents rose 24 percent last year as com-
pared to 2007.

Besides using weapons, the criminals
throw rocks at our Border Patrol and
ram their vehicles into agent vehicles.
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Recently, again, according to the
Times, agents stopped a vehicle in
Douglas, Arizona, and drug traffickers
on the Mexican side of the border laid
down suppressive gunfire to pin the
U.S. border agents down, which allowed
the smugglers to retreat to the Mexi-
can side of the border with their drugs
intact.

The Tucson sector alone reports
about 25 assaults a month on border pa-
trol agents.

O 1945

Madam Speaker, there seems to be an
all-out border war between the drug
cartels and the Mexican-U.S. law en-
forcement personnel. But not much is
being said about this border war.

Madam Speaker, this border war is
real. Our government should protect
our Nation from these gun-toting drug
smugglers. Our border protectors
should be given enough personnel and
equipment to fight these violent car-
tels, including being able to use the
National Guard. Our border protectors
should also know that our government
will support them in their lawful pro-
tection of our border, and when a vio-
lent conflict occurs, be more concerned
about our border protectors than the
outlaw drug smugglers.

In other words, we must not let more
agents suffer an unjust fate like Border
Agents Ramos and Compean, who were
persecuted and prosecuted for political
reasons for shooting a drug smuggler
they believed to be armed.

The violence on the border will con-
tinue to grow unless the likes of Joa-
quin ‘““El Chapa’”—‘Shorty’—Guzman
and his border bandits know the United
States will not go away into the dark-
ness of the desert night and simply sur-
render our border to them by silently
doing nothing to prevent their unlaw-
ful invasion into the United States.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

AMERICA’S TRADE DEFICIT IS
AGAIN ON THE RISE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, today
the United States announced that
America’s trade deficit is back on the
rise. The 2008 annual trade deficit
topped $677 billion. That is three-quar-
ters of $1 trillion, knocking several
points off of economic growth in our
country, and yet in response to today’s
announcement of the growing deficit,
U.S. Trade Representative KIRK said we
need to work more on new and pending
free trade agreements. But trade agree-
ments based on the NAFTA job out-
sourcing model are what helped get us
into this mess of rising unemployment
and heavy borrowing in the first place.

Take Mexico, for example, which is
the red on this chart. When NAFTA
was signed back in 1993, the United
States had a trade surplus with Mexico
of $1.3 billion. But in 2008, our deficit
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with that country had surged to more
than $367 billion. This year, in only 3
months, we have already seen a $9.7 bil-
lion deficit with Mexico.

Indeed, in every single year of
NAFTA since 1993, more imports have
come in here from Mexico than our ex-
ports there. The biggest U.S. export to
Mexico has actually been our jobs.
Good jobs.

In an article published in 1993 in For-
tune Magazine, the self-proclaimed
economic geniuses who urged NAFTA’s
passage, including Gary Hufbauer and
economist Jeffrey Schott, said at that
time that if that treaty passed, the
United States would maintain, and I
quote them, ‘“‘an annual current ac-
count surplus with Mexico of about $10
billion throughout the 1990s.” Boy,
were they wrong. Could they have been
more wrong? Dead wrong. Consistently
wrong.

Since NAFTA was enacted, the
United States has accumulated more
than $1.2 trillion in trade deficits to
both Mexico and Canada. The orange is
the Canadian deficit. And this means
lost jobs in our country and lost in-
come to both Mexico and Canada. That
$1.2 trillion of lost wealth in this coun-
try could pay for better health care. It
could pay for better roads and bridges.
It could pay for a better-protected sol-
dier abroad and for police forces here
at home. But instead, we shift these
dollars and hundreds of thousands of
jobs across our borders every single
year leaving our home communities
devastated and costing our taxpayers
ever more.

People ask: Why is President Obama
spending money to try to re-engage our
economy? And the answer is: What
other choice does he have? Doing noth-
ing in an economy with double-digit
unemployment numbers is absolutely
cruel. At a time when our home dis-
tricts are straining to make ends meet,
millions of people are facing fore-
closure and pink slips are coming day
after day, why would we want to send
more of our jobs and dollars abroad
working on new, and I quote the trade
ambassador, ‘“‘new and pending free
trade agreements,”” as Ambassador
Kirk suggests, instead of focusing our
time and energy on remedying the bro-
ken banking and economic system of
our country? We have to fix that. We
have to fix the foreclosure crisis. And
we have to create well-paying jobs
right here in our own neighborhoods
rather than weakening America fur-
ther by shipping out more jobs and
wealth abroad.

Congress needs to stop making it
easier for U.S. jobs to go to these far-
flung, slave-wage havens, as in China,
in Mexico, and in Panama. And by the
way, countries like Panama are cor-
porate tax havens as well.

We need banking reform. We need
help for homeowners. We need modern
infrastructure, and we need lots more
good jobs right here at home. Ambas-
sador Kirk, won’t you join us in the
fight for America’s economic pros-
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perity? Why send more of our jobs
away from our communities that need
them most, particularly when you are
staring in the face of reality, which is
$1.3 trillion of trade deficit since
NAFTA’s inception, both with Mexico
and with Canada, and not a single year
in the black? Invest in the United
States. We can leave Panama and Mex-
ico to another day. It is time to re-
claim our wealth and bring it back
home where it belongs.

I think the American people intu-
itively know something is really
wrong, and they are trying to figure
out why all this has happened. And I
would say to some of the very institu-
tions on Wall Street that have caused
the deep harm to this economy, you
are the very institutions that have
helped to finance the outsourcing of
these jobs.

——————

H.R. 1701, THE PTSD/TBI GUARAN-
TEED REVIEW FOR HEROES ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, almost
2 million American servicemembers
have served our Nation in Afghanistan
and Iraq. Unfortunately, many are re-
turning home with symptoms of
posttraumatic stress disorder and trau-
matic brain injuries. An April 2008
study by the RAND Corporation found
that nearly 20 percent of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan veterans had symptoms of
PTSD or major depression.

The study also found that many serv-
icemembers do not seek treatment for
psychological illnesses because they
fear it will harm their careers. Of those
who do seek help for PTSD or major
depression, only about half receive
treatment that researchers consider
minimally adequate for their illness. If
our government and the military fail
to address problems associated with
PTSD, the situation will only grow
worse in future years.

Tragically, the worst cases can result
in a servicemember causing harm to
themselves or others. Most recently, a
United States Army sergeant who had
done at least three tours in Iraq had
been charged with murdering five of his
fellow servicemembers at Camp Lib-
erty in Baghdad. A defense official con-
firmed that the sergeant had been a pa-
tient at the stress treatment center
where the shooting occurred. When
some servicemembers suffering from
PTSD or TBI are not properly treated,
they end up self-medicating or experi-
encing other changes in behavior. This
can lead to serious legal issues and a
threat of separation from their service
without benefits or treatment.

One marine stationed at Camp
Lejeune, in my district, fell victim to
this problem and has been pending in-
voluntary administrative separation
due to misconduct. His fitness report
shows that he was an outstanding ma-
rine prior to his deployments. His med-
ical board report states, and I quote
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the board, ‘‘His service in the Marine
Corps caused his PTSD and indirectly
his incidents and legal problems. The
Marine Corps’ failure to treat him in
the past and treat him appropriately
has done nothing but worsen the prob-
lem.”

Madam Speaker, that is not my com-
ment. That is the comment by the
Navy doctors at Camp Lejeune. If this
marine would be administratively sep-
arated from service, he would have no
chance of being eligible for TRICARE
benefits. He would have difficulty at-
taining a job, and it is unlikely that a
university would accept him as a stu-
dent. Luckily, the Marine Corps has de-
cided to give this marine another
chance, and he will be transferred to a
naval hospital for PTSD treatment.

However, this is not an isolated prob-
lem. Many servicemembers may have
already lost their benefits due to an ad-
ministrative separation from the serv-
ice. For this reason, I have introduced
H.R. 1701, the PTSD/TBI Guaranteed
Review for Heroes Act. This legislation
attacks this issue from two angles.
First, it creates a special review board
at the Department of Defense for serv-
icemembers who were less than honor-
ably discharged. And secondly, the bill
would mandate a physical evaluation
board prior to an administrative sepa-
ration proceeding if the servicemember
has been diagnosed with PTSD or TBI
by a medical authority.

Ultimately, this bill will help pre-
serve the benefits of the servicemem-
bers upon leaving service. H.R. 1701 has
already been endorsed by the National
Association for Uniformed Services,
the National Military Family Associa-
tion, the Military Officers Association
of America, the Air Force Sergeants
Association, Veterans of Foreign Wars,
the Military Order of the Purple Heart,
and the Marine Corps League.

Madam Speaker, this is a very im-
pressive group of American service peo-
ple who endorse this bill, H.R. 1701. I
am grateful to have Congressman GENE
TAYLOR as a lead cosponsor as well as
BILL PASCRELL and ToDD PLATTS, both
cochairmen of the Congressional Brain
Injury Task Force. I hope that many of
my House colleagues will join as co-
sponsors of this important legislation
for our Nation’s military heroes, and I
look forward to working with the lead-
ership of the House Armed Services
Committee to advance this much-need-
ed change.

And, Madam Speaker, before I leave,
I have done this so many times over
the past few years, I ask God to please
bless our men and women in uniform,
and ask God to please bless the fami-
lies of our men and women in uniform,
and ask God in His arms to hold the
families who have given a child dying
for freedom in Afghanistan and Iraq.
And I close three times, Madam Speak-
er, by asking God, please God, please
God, please God, continue to bless
America.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———
A TRIBUTE TO BILL HOLM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WALZ. Madam Speaker, every
time I get the privilege to speak on
this floor, I am truly humbled. I am
humbled by the knowledge of what we,
as a Nation, have done. Each one of us
in this body realizes that the strength
of this Nation and our democracy lies
in the extraordinary nature of our peo-
ple.

I come from the heartland of this
great Nation, the places where the
Great Plains begin and the Mississippi
River begins to flow. Mankato, Min-
nesota, is my home town. That was the
“‘big town’> where the Ingalls family
went to shop for school clothes in
Laura Ingalls Wilder’s ‘‘Little House
on the Prairie.” My congressional of-
fice is located at 227 Main Street in
Mankato. That is just a couple of
blocks down from where America’s
first Nobel laureate, Sinclair Lewis,
lived when he wrote his novel ‘“‘Main
Street.” Minnesota is also the home of
F. Scott Fitzgerald. And I feel truly
blessed to have the friendship of Garri-
son Keillor and his iconic ‘‘Prairie
Home Companion.”

Each of these writers had a special
gift to describe a place. As a child of
the prairie and a geographer, place is
something I have spent my entire life
trying to understand. I teach high
school geography, and invariably when-
ever I tell people that, they flash back
to some really bad memories of having
to memorize capitals. And I explain to
them, that is location, and it is only a
very small part of geography. Place, on
the other hand, is knowing the people
and what is in their heart.

Minnesota recently lost another
great writer. He was one of the most
thoughtful and insightful tellers of
place I have ever seen. Bill Holm was
born in Minneota, Minnesota, in 1943.
Minneota is a small town in southwest
Minnesota where my father-in-law,
Valgene Norwood Whipple, is still the
high school boys basketball coach.

Bill was of Icelandic descent, and he
never lost his love for his proud ances-
tral home, spending his summer in Ice-
land. He went to college in St. Peter,
Minnesota, at the great Swedish Col-
lege of Gustavus Adolphus, named for
the Swedish King and patron of lit-
erature and learning.

Bill went on to the University of
Kansas, became a Fulbright Scholar in
Reykjavik, as well as a Bush Founda-
tion fellow. He taught at Southwest
Minnesota State University in Mar-
shall, Minnesota, and he wrote several
books and volumes of poetry. That is
his biography. What Bill truly did was
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tell the soul of a northern people, a
proud stoic people, who not only set-
tled the harsh prairies of Minnesota,
but built the vibrant culture and
strong unique communities.

One of Bill’s works that touched me
the most was a small volume called
“The Music of Failure.” It is a journey
of place and people that leaves one
feeling incredibly thankful for family,
friends, neighbors and this Nation, and
puts into perspective what is truly im-
portant.

I would like to spend a minute or so
and let Bill’s own words from ‘‘The
Music of Failure” tell a little of his
place.

0 2000

“Farmers go to bed early, or at least
they used to when I was a boy. Small
towns in Minnesota close by 6, the
cafes frequently by 4. People eat at
home where you can save money. By
10, the streets are silent, only the lig-
uor store is open, its lonesome Hamm’s
sign proclaiming a few that are still
up. Nothing but blue flickering TVs be-
hind drawn blinds, and a random pat-
tern of yard lights stretching off into
the prairies. By midnight, nothing.
Drive on these county roads, and you
can imagine that trolls have kidnapped
the entire human race, leaving only
electricity behind. Your headlights are
a ship’s beacon, lighting up a few
breakers on the grass ocean, as the car
rocks along toward whatever port you
have business in. I like driving late at
night on these roads without traffic. It
provides me with a valuable corrective
against human arrogance.”

Bill understood place and he under-
stood what made this Nation so strong:
it was the people and their resilience.

He also understood that not all of us
saw the world the same way.

There are two eyes in the human
head—the eye of mystery, and the eye
of harsh truth—the hidden and the
open. The woods eye and the prairie
eye. The prairie eye looks for distance,
clarity and light; the woods eye for
closeness, complexity, and darkness.
The prairie eye looks for usefulness
and plainness in art and architecture;
the woods eye for the baroque and or-
namental. Dark old brownstones on
Summit Street in St. Paul, they were
created by the woods eye; the square
white farmhouses and the red barn are
the prairies eye. Sherwood Anderson
wrote his stories with a prairie eye,
plain and awkward, told in the voice of
a man almost embarrassed to be telling
them, but bull-headedly persistent to
get the meaning of the events. Faulk-
ner, whose endless complications of
motive and language take the reader
miles behind the simple facts of an
event. He had a woods eye. One eye is
not superior to another, just different.

When he wrote his book and the book
I am reading from today, ‘“The Music
of Failure,” he was trying to get at the
heart of what this Nation was about,
what the soul was about, and he talked
often about when he was a young man
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trying to understand how we judged
failure.

One sentence summed it up for many
of us: At 15, I could define failure in
Minnesota by dying here and going no-
where.

What Bill Holm understood was this
Nation had a way to make itself great,
reinvent itself and move to the future.

Bill, rest in peace. Yours was not
failure.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

TRIPLE PLAY OF AMERICAN
CENTURY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. ING-
LIS) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. INGLIS. Madam Speaker, it is in-
teresting to see and troubling to see
gas prices rising again. I have talked to
several colleagues here tonight in fact
about gas prices going up. I noticed
today on the Wal-Mart sign in Trav-
elers Rest, South Carolina, that the
price has gone up here recently. But I
am here to say, Madam Speaker, that
gas at $2 a gallon or so is a sleeper cell
waiting to detonate in the TUnited
States. I am also here to predict for
you that within 2 years, I will make
the bold prediction, within 2 years gas
will once again be $4 a gallon. So the
question is: What do we do about that?
Do we wait for it to happen and just sit
here and assume that we have to ab-
sorb that kind of hit, gas at $4 a gallon,
or do we start taking action now to
prepare for the energy security of the
United States?

Madam Speaker, I hear a lot of our
colleagues saying we need to do other
things. We need to, for example, in the
case of electricity generation, we need
to do nuclear. I think it is a great way
to make electricity. But the problem is
there are some economic challenges
there. Others say let’s move away from
gasoline and move towards alter-
natives. But there is a problem there.
There are economic barriers, and the
economic barriers are in both of those
cases the liquid transportation fuel;
and in electricity generation, the chal-
lenge is that the incumbent tech-
nologies have some freebies that they
get. And as long as those freebies con-
tinue to distort the marketplace, the
free market system, as long as those
distortions are there, we won’t move to
alternatives for gasoline. We won’t
move to alternatives to coal. What we
will do is just stick with the incumbent
technologies. As long as the incumbent
technologies get these freebies, and
economists call them negative
externalities. They are basically bad

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

things that come with those products
that aren’t recognized by the market,
and as a result the market doesn’t re-
spond.

So, for example, take the national se-
curity risk that we run by being de-
pendent on gasoline, on oil. Right now
on the Straits of Hormuz we have some
very heavy metal going up and down
the Straits of Hormuz protecting a sup-
ply line of a product that we must have
because we are dependent, we are ad-
dicts, addicted to oil.

If you attributed some of those costs
to the price per gallon of gasoline, it
wouldn’t be the $2.09 that I saw on the
marquee in Travelers Rest, South
Carolina, today; it would be a lot high-
er than that. If there were proper cost
accounting, if you will, and that were
really attributed to the price of gaso-
line, right now we would be moving
more rapidly toward alternatives.

We would be having plug-in hybrids
coming very quickly to the market. We
would be having the Chevy Volt make
its way to the market. We would be
having hydrogen coming much closer
and faster than it is coming now.

Madam Speaker, we have to figure
out a way to change the underlying ec-
onomics because I believe the solution
here is not us in Washington coming up
with grant programs and maybe doling
out some money here and there, but
rather in harnessing the power of
American free enterprise, entrepre-
neurship, to deliver these solutions.
The way that they are delivered is if
we come together as a Nation and say
listen, no more freebies, no more of
these negative externalities that are
unrecognized because as long as they
are unrecognized, there is a market
distortion. We attach those to the
prices of the products, and I think the
way to do that, by the way, is a rev-
enue-neutral carbon tax where you re-
duce taxes elsewhere, say on payroll,
and in an equal amount impose a trans-
parent tax on carbon.

The result would be no additional
take of tax revenue to the government;
but rather, a price signal to the mar-
ketplace that says the incumbent tech-
nologies aren’t going to get their
freebies any more. If they are not going
to have their freebies, then those of us
who have alternatives can make a buck
selling them.

When that happens, Madam Speaker,
we will change American energy de-
pendence on the Middle East and we
will be able to say to them we just
don’t need you like we used to. We can
improve the national security of the
United States, we can create jobs with
those new technologies, and we can
clean up the air. It is the triple play of
this American century. Madam Speak-
er, I say let’s get about it.

————

HEALTH CARE REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MAFFEI). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) is recognized for
5 minutes.
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Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, those of us who came to
Washington to pass comprehensive and
revolutionary, potentially trans-
formational health care reform are
emboldened by the realization that we
now, for the first time in almost a dec-
ade, have a President and an adminis-
tration who are as committed as any
advocate in this country to the premise
that this country must reform its
health care system. We are reminded
almost weekly of President Obama’s
commitment to health care reform
that happens this year.

This week we saw the President bring
together varying and diverse groups
that over the course of the history of
health care have normally been at each
other’s throats, coming together to say
that the first premise of health care re-
form has to be lowering of cost in the
system. The health insurance commu-
nity, the hospital association, the med-
ical association, PhRMA and SCIU, one
of the Nation’s biggest unions, all com-
ing together and saying, listen, let’s
take cost out of this system. And it is
the right way to first approach health
care reform. We can talk all we want
about coverage, but if we don’t start to
dramatically slow the growth of health
care at a pace now that stands at 7 or
8 percent a year, if we don’t bring it
down to something that more resem-
bles the general inflationary rate in
this country, there will be no room,
never mind to expand coverage, there
will be no room to just cover the people
with health care now. We have gone
over the numbers over and over again:
$7,400 per person that we spend on
health care in this country, $2.2 trillion
across the spectrum of our health care
system. Twice as much of our GDP is
spent on health care as we spent in
1970, and twice as much of our GDP is
spent on health care than many other
similarly situated industrialized na-
tions.

Health insurance premiums over the
last 10 years have gone up 119 percent,
while earnings have risen only 34 per-
cent. We know there are savings be-
cause we look out across the country
and we see dramatically diverse experi-
ences with regard to cost.

In my home market of Hartford, Con-
necticut, we are spending on average
about $8,000 a person to treat a Medi-
care patient. Well, you go down the
eastern seaboard to Miami, and they
are spending twice that amount, $16,000
to treat a similar Medicare patient.

Now, I am sure we can come up with
a list of reasons why that care is going
to be marginally more expensive give
the client base and the provider costs,
but not twice as expensive.

As we saw in some recent work at
Dartmouth University, there is no cor-
relation between what you spend and
the quality you get. In fact, it tends to
be the reverse: the better you are at co-
ordinating care and Kkeeping costs
down, the healthier your patients are.
So there is an enormous amount of sav-
ings that we can achieve just by better
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coordinating care and learning from
the areas of the country and the health
care communities that have figured
out that you can reduce costs and pre-
serve quality.

But ultimately, Mr. Speaker, I don’t
think we can really take a whack at
costs until we understand the impor-
tant role that a public insurance model
can play in our health reform system.
I want to talk about this for 1 minute.

We have looked at comparative mod-
els, for instance on the purchase of pre-
scription drugs via a government pro-
gram like the veterans health care sys-
tem and private models likes the Medi-
care prescription drug benefit pro-
grams, and we see example after exam-
ple on how the ability of the United
States Government or entities acting
on its behalf can bring down the cost of
health care. We have seen examples of
how a government-sponsored health
care initiative that has no interest in
returning value to shareholders, that
has no interest in paying its CEOs mas-
sive salaries, that does not have a prof-
it motivation can get more humane
and less expensive care to its recipi-
ents. That is the theory behind those
that want a government-run single
payer system, and I think we all ac-
knowledge we are not going to get
there.

But we are not going to achieve the
savings that we hope to achieve unless
we can have a robust, completely com-
petitive market where individuals and
businesses that are purchasing insur-
ance get to choose not only between
private insurance companies that
might offer them the best deal, but
also from a public option as well.

This is fundamentally about creating
real market-based choice for con-
sumers. If we have a diverse array of
private insurance products and a public
option, that more than anything we do
with regard to changing reimburse-
ment from volume to outcomes, can
bring down the cost of health care.

—————

IN MEMORY OF SPECIALIST RYAN
CHARLES KING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, today the residents of northwest
Georgia are saying good-bye to a na-
tive son who died while bravely serving
his Nation in Afghanistan. Specialist
Ryan Charles King was killed in action
on May 1, 2009, in Afghanistan when his
unit came under enemy fire while on a
night mission.

Last evening, Mr. Speaker, I joined
Specialist King’s family, his friends
and supporters at his visitation to
honor the life of this brave soldier. In
speaking with Specialist King’s par-
ents, I found out that he and I have a
history together. When I was an obste-
trician-gynecologist, I delivered Ryan
King a little over 22 years ago on Vet-
eran’s Day in 1986. How fitting that
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this brave soldier who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for his country was born
on such a special day.

We remember Ryan as a man of the
highest character whose receipt of the
Army Commendation Medal, the Army
Achievement Medal, the Army Good
Conduct Medal, National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon,
Overseas Service Ribbon, and NATO
Medal are testament to the supreme
sense of duty he felt to his country and
to his comrades.

Born in Marietta, Georgia, at
WellStar Kennestone Hospital, Ryan
attended Faith Lutheran Church for
many years.
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He was a talented and a spirited base-
ball player, leaving his mark on the
diamonds throughout Canton, Powder
Springs, and Dallas, Georgia.

A few months after graduating from
East Paulding County High School,
Ryan King fulfilled a lifelong dream
and he enlisted in the United States
Army. He went to basic training at
Fort Sill in Oklahoma, followed by ad-
vanced individual training at Fort
Huachuca in Arizona. After completing
his training, Specialist King was sta-
tioned in Korea for 1 year, and it was
there that he met his wife, Sergeant
Rachel Nicole Smith King.

As a member of the Special Troops
Battalion, 3rd Brigade, 1st Infantry, he
left for deployment in eastern Afghani-
stan in July of 2008 and, sadly, was
scheduled to return to Fort Hood in
Texas in June, 2009, just 1 month from
now.

Specialist King leaves behind his
wife, Sergeant King, his father, Charles
King of Temple, Georgia, his mom,
Candice R. King of Decatur, Georgia,
younger brothers Tyler King of Temple
and Dante Moore of Decatur, grand-
parents, Dorothea King of Temple and
Tommy and Nancy Roberts of Dallas,
Georgia, as well as many aunts, uncles
and cousins.

Mr. Speaker, my prayers go out to
his family. And my deepest gratitude
goes out to Specialist King for his self-
less sacrifice for our Nation. I ask all
Members to join me in honoring the
distinguished memory of Specialist
Ryan Charles King.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Maine (Ms. PINGREE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. PINGREE of Maine addressed
the House. Her remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)
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PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF

THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY
AND COMMERCE, 111TH CON-
GRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. WAXMAN)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, pursuant to
rule Xl, clause 2 of the Rules of the House of
Representatives, | respectfully submit the rules
for the Committee on Energy and Commerce
in the 111th Congress for publication in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. The Committee
adopted the following rules in open session by
a voice vote, a quorum being present, at our
organizational meeting on January 14, 2009:
RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND

COMMERCE, U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-

TIVES, ADOPTED JANUARY 14, 2009, 111TH

CONGRESS

Rule 1. General Provisions. (a) Rules of the
Committee. The Rules of the House are the
rules of the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce (hereinafter the ““Committee’’) and its
subcommittees so far as is applicable.

(b) Rules of the Subcommittees. Each sub-
committee of the Committee is part of the
Committee and is subject to the authority
and direction of the Committee and to its
rules so far as applicable. Written rules
adopted by the Committee, not inconsistent
with the Rules of the House, shall be binding
on each subcommittee of the Committee.

Rule 2. Meetings. (a) Regular Meeting
Days. The Committee shall meet on the
fourth Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m., for
the consideration of bills, resolutions, and
other business, if the House is in session on
that day. If the House is not in session on
that day and the Committee has not met
during such month, the Committee shall
meet at the earliest practicable opportunity
when the House is again in session. The
chairman of the Committee may, at his dis-
cretion, cancel, delay, or defer any meeting
required under this section, after consulta-
tion with the ranking minority member.

(b) Additional Meetings. The chairman
may call and convene, as he considers nec-
essary, additional meetings of the Com-
mittee for the consideration of any bill or
resolution pending before the Committee or
for the conduct of other Committee business.
The Committee shall meet for such purposes
pursuant to that call of the chairman.

(c) Notice. The date, time, place, and sub-
ject matter of any meeting of the Committee
or its subcommittees scheduled on a Tues-
day, Wednesday, or Thursday when the
House will be in session shall be announced
at least 36 hours (exclusive of Saturdays,
Sundays, and legal holidays except when the
House is in session on such days) in advance
of the commencement of such meeting. The
date, time, place, and subject matter of
other meetings shall be announced at least
72 hours in advance of the commencement of
such meeting.

(d) Agenda. The agenda for each Com-
mittee or subcommittee meeting, setting out
all items of business to be considered, shall
be provided to each member of the Com-
mittee at least 36 hours in advance of such
meeting.

(e) Availability of Texts. No bill, rec-
ommendation, or other matter reported by a
subcommittee shall be considered by the
Committee unless the text of the matter re-
ported, together with an explanation, has
been available to members of the Committee
for at least 36 hours. Such explanation shall
include a summary of the major provisions
of the legislation, an explanation of the rela-
tionship of the matter to present law, and a
summary of the need for the legislation.
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(f) Waiver. The requirements of sub-
sections (¢), (d), and (e) may be waived by a
majority of those present and voting (a ma-
jority being present) of the Committee or
subcommittee, or by the chairman with the
concurrence of the ranking member, as the
case may be.

Rule 3. Hearings. (a) Notice. The date,
time, place, and subject matter of any hear-
ing of the Committee or any of its sub-
committees shall be announced at least one
week in advance of the commencement of
such hearing, unless a determination is made
in accordance with clause 2(g)(3) of Rule XI
of the Rules of the House that there is good
cause to begin the hearing sooner.

(b) Memorandum. Each member of the
Committee or subcommittee shall be pro-
vided, except in the case of unusual cir-
cumstances, with a memorandum at least 48
hours before each hearing explaining (1) the
purpose of the hearing and (2) the names of
any witnesses.

(c) Witnesses. (1) Each witness who is to
appear before the Committee or a sub-
committee shall file with the clerk of the
Committee, at least two working days in ad-
vance of his or her appearance, sufficient
copies, as determined by the chairman of the
Committee or a subcommittee, of a written
statement of his or her proposed testimony
to provide to members and staff of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, the news media,
and the general public. Each witness shall,
to the greatest extent practicable, also pro-
vide a copy of such written testimony in an
electronic format prescribed by the chair-
man. Each witness shall 1limit his or her oral
presentation to a brief summary of the argu-
ment. The chairman of the Committee or of
a subcommittee, or the presiding member,
may waive the requirements of this para-
graph or any part thereof.

(2) To the greatest extent practicable, the
written testimony of each witness appearing
in a nongovernmental capacity shall include
a curriculum vitae and a disclosure of the
amount and source (by agency and program)
of any federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or
contract (or subcontract thereof) received
during the current fiscal year or either of
the two preceding fiscal years by the witness
or by an entity represented by the witness.

(d) Questioning. (1) The right to interro-
gate the witnesses before the Committee or
any of its subcommittees shall alternate be-
tween majority and minority members. Each
member shall be limited to 5 minutes in the
interrogation of witnesses until such time as
each member who so desires has had an op-
portunity to question witnesses. No member
shall be recognized for a second period of 5
minutes to interrogate a witness until each
member of the Committee or subcommittee
present has been recognized once for that
purpose. While the Committee or sub-
committee is operating under the 5 minute
rule for the interrogation of witnesses, the
chairman shall recognize in order of appear-
ance members who were not present when
the meeting was called to order after all
members who were present when the meeting
was called to order have been recognized in
the order of seniority on the Committee or
subcommittee, as the case may be.

(2) The chairman with the concurrence of
the ranking minority member, or the Com-
mittee by motion, may permit an equal num-
ber of majority and minority members to
question a witness for a specified, total pe-
riod that is equal for each side and not
longer than thirty minutes for each side. The
chairman with the concurrence of the rank-
ing minority member, or the Committee by
motion, may also permit committee staff of
the majority and minority to question a wit-
ness for a specified, total period that is equal
for each side and not longer than thirty min-
utes for each side.
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(3) Each member may submit to the chair-
man of the Committee or the subcommittee
additional questions for the record, to be an-
swered by the witnesses who have appeared.
Each member shall provide a copy of the
questions in an electronic format to the
clerk of the Committee no later than ten
business days following a hearing. The chair-
man shall transmit all questions received
from members of the Committee or the sub-
committee to the appropriate witness and in-
clude the transmittal letter and the re-
sponses from the witnesses in the hearing
record.

Rule 4. Vice Chairmen; Presiding Member.
The chairman shall designate a member of
the majority party to serve as vice chairman
of the Committee, and shall designate a ma-
jority member of each subcommittee to
serve as vice chairman of each sub-
committee. The vice chairman of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, as the case may be,
shall preside at any meeting or hearing dur-
ing the temporary absence of the chairman.
If the chairman and vice chairman of the
Committee or subcommittee are not present
at any meeting or hearing, the ranking
member of the majority party who is present
shall preside at the meeting or hearing.

Rule 5. Open Proceedings. Except as pro-
vided by the Rules of the House, each meet-
ing and hearing of the Committee or any of
its subcommittees for the transaction of
business, including the markup of legisla-
tion, and each hearing, shall be open to the
public, including to radio, television, and
still photography coverage, consistent with
the provisions of Rule XI of the Rules of the
House.

Rule 6. Quorum. Testimony may be taken
and evidence received at any hearing at
which there are present not fewer than two
members of the Committee or subcommittee
in question. A majority of the members of
the Committee or subcommittee shall con-
stitute a quorum for those actions for which
the House rules require a majority quorum.
For the purposes of taking any other action,
one-third of the members of the Committee
or subcommittee shall constitute a quorum.

Rule 7. Official Committee Records. (a)(1)
Journal. The proceedings of the Committee
and its subcommittees shall be recorded in a
journal which shall, among other things,
show those present at each meeting, and in-
clude a record of the vote on any question on
which a record vote is demanded and a de-
scription of the amendment, motion, order,
or other proposition voted. A copy of the
journal shall be furnished to the ranking mi-
nority member.

(2) Record Votes. A record vote may be de-
manded by one-fifth of the members present
or, in the apparent absence of a quorum, by
any one member. No demand for a record
vote shall be made or obtained except for the
purpose of procuring a record vote or in the
apparent absence of a quorum. The result of
each record vote in any meeting of the Com-
mittee and its subcommittees shall be made
available in the Committee office for inspec-
tion by the public, as provided in Rule XI,
clause 2(e) of the Rules of the House. The
Chairman also shall make the record of the
votes on any question on which a record vote
is demanded available on the Committee’s
website not later than 2 business days after
such vote is taken. Such record shall include
a description of the amendment, motion,
order, or other proposition, the name of each
member voting for and each member voting
against such amendment, motion, order, or
proposition, and the names of those members
of the committee present but not voting.

(b) Archived Records. The records of the
Committee at the National Archives and
Records Administration shall be made avail-
able for public use in accordance with Rule
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VII of the Rules of the House. The chairman
shall notify the ranking minority member of
any decision, pursuant to clause 3 (b)(3) or
clause 4 (b) of the Rule, to withhold a record
otherwise available, and the matter shall be
presented to the Committee for a determina-
tion on the written request of any member of
the Committee. The chairman shall consult
with the ranking minority member on any
communication from the Archivist of the
United States or the Clerk of the House con-
cerning the disposition of noncurrent records
pursuant to clause 3(b) of the Rule.

Rule 8. Subcommittees. (a) Establishment.
There shall be such standing subcommittees
with such jurisdiction and size as determined
by the majority party caucus of the Com-
mittee. The jurisdiction, number, and size of
the subcommittees shall be determined by
the majority party caucus prior to the start
of the process for establishing subcommittee
chairmanships and assignments.

(b) Powers and Duties. Each subcommittee
is authorized to meet, hold hearings, receive
testimony, mark up legislation, and report
to the Committee on all matters referred to
it. Subcommittee chairmen shall set hearing
and meeting dates only with the approval of
the chairman of the Committee with a view
toward assuring the availability of meeting
rooms and avoiding simultaneous scheduling
of Committee and subcommittee meetings or
hearings whenever possible.

(c) Ratio of Subcommittees. The majority
caucus of the Committee shall determine an
appropriate ratio of majority to minority
party members for each subcommittee and
the chairman shall negotiate that ratio with
the minority party, provided that the ratio
of party members on each subcommittee
shall be no less favorable to the majority
than that of the full Committee, nor shall
such ratio provide for a majority of less than
two majority members.

(d) Selection of Subcommittee Members.
Prior to any organizational meeting held by
the Committee, the majority and minority
caucuses shall select their respective mem-
bers of the standing subcommittees.

(e) Ex Officio Members. The chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee
shall be ex officio members with voting
privileges of each subcommittee of which
they are not assigned as members and may
be counted for purposes of establishing a
quorum in such subcommittees. The chair-
man emeritus shall be an ex officio member
without voting privileges of each sub-
committee of which the chairman emeritus
is not assigned as a member and may not be
counted for purposes of establishing a
quorum on any such subcommittee.

(f) Subcommittee on Witness Inquiry.
There shall also be established a Sub-
committee on Witness Inquiry that may ex-
amine witnesses in executive session pursu-
ant to House Rule XI, clause 2(g)(2) and
2(k)(5). The subcommittee shall be comprised
of two members of the majority party ap-
pointed at the discretion of the chairman
and one member of the minority party ap-
pointed at the discretion of the ranking mi-
nority member. Subsections (a), (b), (c), (d),
and (e) shall not apply to the Subcommittee.

Rule 9. Opening Statements. (a) Written
Statements. All written opening statements
at business meetings conducted by the com-
mittee or any of its subcommittees shall be
made part of the permanent record.

(b) Length. Statements shall be limited to
5 minutes each for the chairman and ranking
minority member (or their respective des-
ignee) of the Committee or subcommittee, as
applicable, and 3 minutes each for all other
members. At any business meeting of the full
Committee, the chairman may limit opening
statements for Members (including, at the
discretion of the Chairman, the chairman
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and ranking minority member)
minute.

Rule 10. Reference of Legislation and other
Matters. All legislation and other matters
referred to the Committee shall be referred
to the subcommittee of appropriate jurisdic-
tion within two weeks of the date of receipt
by the Committee unless action is taken by
the full Committee within those two weeks,
or by majority vote of the members of the
Committee, consideration is to be by the full
Committee. In the case of legislation or
other matter within the jurisdiction of more
than one subcommittee, the chairman of the
Committee may, in his discretion, refer the
matter simultaneously to two or more sub-
committees for concurrent consideration, or
may designate a subcommittee of primary
jurisdiction and also refer the matter to one
or more additional subcommittees for con-
sideration in sequence (subject to appro-
priate time limitations), either on its initial
referral or after the matter has been re-
ported by the subcommittee of primary ju-
risdiction. Such authority shall include the
authority to refer such legislation or matter
to an ad hoc subcommittee appointed by the
chairman, with the approval of the Com-
mittee, from the members of the subcommit-
tees having legislative or oversight jurisdic-
tion.

Rule 11. Managing Legislation on the
House Floor. The chairman, in his discre-
tion, shall designate which member shall
manage legislation reported by the Com-
mittee to the House.

Rule 12. Committee Professional and Cler-
ical Staff Appointments. (a) Delegation of
Staff. Whenever the chairman of the Com-
mittee determines that any professional
staff member appointed pursuant to the pro-
visions of clause 9 of Rule X of the House of
Representatives, who is assigned to such
chairman and not to the ranking minority
member, by reason of such professional staff
member’s expertise or qualifications will be
of assistance to one or more subcommittees
in carrying out their assigned responsibil-
ities, he may delegate such member to such
subcommittees for such purpose. A delega-
tion of a member of the professional staff
pursuant to this subsection shall be made
after consultation with subcommittee chair-
men and with the approval of the sub-
committee chairman or chairmen involved.

(b) Minority Professional Staff. Profes-
sional staff members appointed pursuant to
clause 9 of Rule X of the House of Represent-
atives, who are assigned to the ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee and not to
the chairman of the Committee, shall be as-
signed to such Committee business as the
minority party members of the Committee
consider advisable.

(c¢) Additional Staff Appointments. In addi-
tion to the professional staff appointed pur-
suant to clause 9 of Rule X of the House of
Representatives, the chairman of the Com-
mittee shall be entitled to make such ap-
pointments to the professional and clerical
staff of the Committee as may be provided
within the budget approved for such purposes
by the Committee. Such appointee shall be
assigned to such business of the full Com-
mittee as the chairman of the Committee
considers advisable.

(d) Sufficient Staff. The chairman shall en-
sure that sufficient staff is made available to
each subcommittee to carry out its respon-
sibilities under the rules of the Committee.

(e) Fair Treatment of Minority Members in
Appointment of Committee Staff. The chair-
man shall ensure that the minority members
of the Committee are treated fairly in ap-
pointment of Committee staff.

(f) Contracts for Temporary or Intermit-
tent Services. Any contract for the tem-
porary services or intermittent service of in-
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dividual consultants or organizations to
make studies or advise the Committee or its
subcommittees with respect to any matter
within their jurisdiction shall be deemed to
have been approved by a majority of the
members of the Committee if approved by
the chairman and ranking minority member
of the Committee. Such approval shall not be
deemed to have been given if at least one-
third of the members of the Committee re-
quest in writing that the Committee for-
mally act on such a contract, if the request
is made within 10 days after the latest date
on which such chairman or chairmen, and
such ranking minority member or members,
approve such contract.

Rule 13. Supervision, Duties of Staff. (a)
Supervision of Majority Staff. The profes-
sional and clerical staff of the Committee
not assigned to the minority shall be under
the supervision and direction of the chair-
man who, in consultation with the chairmen
of the subcommittees, shall establish and as-
sign the duties and responsibilities of such
staff members and delegate such authority
as he determines appropriate.

(b) Supervision of Minority Staff. The pro-
fessional and clerical staff assigned to the
minority shall be under the supervision and
direction of the minority members of the
Committee, who may delegate such author-
ity as they determine appropriate.

Rule 14. Committee Budget. (a) Prepara-
tion of Committee Budget. The chairman of
the Committee, after consultation with the
ranking minority member of the Committee
and the chairmen of the subcommittees,
shall for the 111th Congress prepare a pre-
liminary budget for the Committee, with
such budget including necessary amounts for
professional and clerical staff, travel, inves-
tigations, equipment and miscellaneous ex-
penses of the Committee and the subcommit-
tees, and which shall be adequate to fully
discharge the Committee’s responsibilities
for legislation and oversight. Such budget
shall be presented by the chairman to the
majority party caucus of the Committee and
thereafter to the full Committee for its ap-
proval.

(b) Approval of the Committee Budget. The
chairman shall take whatever action is nec-
essary to have the budget as finally approved
by the Committee duly authorized by the
House. No proposed Committee budget may
be submitted to the Committee on House Ad-
ministration unless it has been presented to
and approved by the majority party caucus
and thereafter by the full Committee. The
chairman of the Committee may authorize
all necessary expenses in accordance with
these rules and within the limits of the Com-
mittee’s budget as approved by the House.

(c) Monthly Expenditures Report. Com-
mittee members shall be furnished a copy of
each monthly report, prepared by the chair-
man for the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, which shows expenditures made dur-
ing the reporting period and cumulative for
the year by the Committee and subcommit-
tees, anticipated expenditures for the pro-
jected Committee program, and detailed in-
formation on travel.

Rule 15. Broadcasting of Committee Hear-
ings. Any meeting or hearing that is open to
the public may be covered in whole or in part
by radio or television or still photography,
subject to the requirements of clause 4 of
Rule XI of the Rules of the House. The cov-
erage of any hearing or other proceeding of
the Committee or any subcommittee thereof
by television, radio, or still photography
shall be under the direct supervision of the
chairman of the Committee, the sub-
committee chairman, or other member of
the Committee presiding at such hearing or
other proceeding and may be terminated by
such member in accordance with the Rules of
the House.
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Rule 16. Subpoenas. The chairman of the
Committee may, after consultation with the
ranking minority member, authorize and
issue a subpoena under clause 2(m)(2)(A) of
Rule XI of the House. If the ranking minor-
ity member objects to the proposed subpoena
in writing, the matter shall be referred to
the Committee for resolution. The chairman
of the Committee may authorize and issue
subpoenas without referring the matter to
the Committee for resolution during any pe-
riod for which the House has adjourned for a
period in excess of 3 days when, in the opin-
ion of the chairman, authorization and
issuance of the subpoena is necessary. The
chairman shall report to the members of the
Committee on the authorization and
issuance of a subpoena during the recess pe-
riod as soon as practicable but in no event
later than one week after service of such
subpoena.

Rule 17. Travel of Members and Staff. (a)
Approval of Travel. Consistent with the pri-
mary expense resolution and such additional
expense resolutions as may have been ap-
proved, travel to be reimbursed from funds
set aside for the Committee for any member
or any staff member shall be paid only upon
the prior authorization of the chairman.
Travel may be authorized by the chairman
for any member and any staff member in
connection with the attendance of hearings
conducted by the Committee or any sub-
committee thereof and meetings, con-
ferences, and investigations which involve
activities or subject matter under the gen-
eral jurisdiction of the Committee. Before
such authorization is given there shall be
submitted to the chairman in writing the
following: (1) the purpose of the travel; (2)
the dates during which the travel is to be
made and the date or dates of the event for
which the travel is being made; (3) the loca-
tion of the event for which the travel is to be
made; and (4) the names of members and
staff seeking authorization.

(b) Approval of Travel by Minority Mem-
bers and Staff. In the case of travel by mi-
nority party members and minority party
professional staff for the purpose set out in
(a), the prior approval, not only of the chair-
man but also of the ranking minority mem-
ber, shall be required. Such prior authoriza-
tion shall be given by the chairman only
upon the representation by the ranking mi-
nority member in writing setting forth those
items enumerated in (1), (2), (3), and (4) of
paragraph (a).

Rule 18. The chairman shall maintain an
official Committee website for the purposes
of furthering the Committee’s legislative
and oversight responsibilities, including
communicating information about the Com-
mittee’s activities to Committee members
and other members of the House. The rank-
ing minority member may maintain an offi-
cial website for the purpose of carrying out
official responsibilities, including commu-
nicating information about the activities of
the minority members of the Committee to
Committee members and other members of
the House.

Rule 19. The chairman of the Committee is
directed to offer a motion under clause 1 of
Rule XXII of the Rules of the House when-
ever the chairman considers it appropriate.

—————

CARBON POLLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, in
every great problem there is a great
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opportunity. We are now facing the
most severe economic crisis in a gen-
eration. At the same time, the sci-
entists are telling us clearly that our
inaction dealing with carbon pollution
is threatening the planet that is our
only home. Fortunately, the same ac-
tions that will fix the economy will
also help save the planet. In an eco-
nomic downturn, we want to put people
to work and help them manage costs.
Energy efficiency does both and re-
duces carbon emissions at the same
time.

The United States finally shook off
the great economic depression of the
thirties by mobilizing the economy to
fight World War II. We can fight off
this recession, deep as it is, by mobi-
lizing our fight against global warm-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, President Obama, from
the rostrum before you, laid out an am-
bitious agenda in his first speech to the
Members of Congress, recognizing that
as Americans we can do great things
when we come together to work for the
common good, as we did dealing with
the challenges of World War II and the
Great Depression.

The President has presented us with
a clean energy jobs plan, a plan that
will create new jobs that can’t be
shipped overseas, a proposal that will
protect existing jobs while it reduces
our dependence on foreign oil. It will
avoid tax increases on working fami-
lies as we all work to reduce carbon
pollution. This plan starts by regu-
lating carbon polluters and making
them pay for the pollution that they’ve
been allowed to spew out for free into
the sky, damaging the atmosphere and
threatening the water and land with-
out regard to the cost to the rest of us.

Then the President’s plan will create
new jobs through research and develop-
ment and deployment of new clean en-
ergy technologies such as wind, solar
and biomass. It is exciting to see in the
President’s economic recovery package
that we have already taken decisive ac-
tion, investing billions of dollars across
America to do something about it.

His plan further provides the support
and the incentives needed to help the
American spirit of innovation and cre-
ativity to build the new clean tech-
nologies of the future. Just as we led
the world in developing the automobile
and the computer, we can, and if we
follow the plans that have been set
forth that have been articulated by
President Obama and the Democratic
leadership, we will be able to lead the
world in developing the new cheaper,
cleaner energy technologies that will
power this century in America and
around the world.

These new technologies are already
resulting in clean energy jobs that are
forming the basis of our new economic
security. Change is difficult under the
best of circumstances, but I think
there is growing recognition at this
point that we have no choice. But we
want to be thinking about the future,
not planning the economy through the
rear-view mirror.
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The proposals that we are working on
will provide all Americans with clean
energy tax credits so that they will
have money to buy clean energy tech-
nologies so that they personally can
join in America’s clean energy future.
This will allow them to be stewards of
the family budget while we are all
stewards of the planet. In this way, the
actions of millions of Americans to re-
duce their energy bills and to protect
the planet will create even more jobs
and lead to that prosperity that is so
important to us all.

There are any number of examples,
Mr. Speaker, about how what we have
already done in energy efficiency has
made a difference. Researchers at the
University of California calculate that
the gas and electric energy efficiency
measures for the past 30 years in Cali-
fornia have saved the residents of that
State $56 billion while producing 1.5
million new jobs.

They have projected that the savings
in jobs for meeting California’s new
carbon cap-and-trade law, and by pro-
jecting it forward just to the year 2020,
that Californians will save an addi-
tional $76 billion in energy costs just at
current rates. And I heard my good
friend from South Carolina on the floor
just a few minutes ago predicting that
energy costs are going to be going up.
I personally agree with him, I think he
is right. But even at current rates,
Californians would save $76 billion and
create an additional 400,000 new net
jobs.

I'm from the Pacific Northwest,
where we’ve been working very hard on
energy efficiency over the course of al-
most 30 years. My hometown of Port-
land, Oregon, was the first city in the
United States with a comprehensive
energy policy that has made a dif-
ference for us in terms of saving money
on energy, while we’ve created new
economic opportunities and have re-
duced our carbon footprint.

In the Pacific Northwest, our Power
Planning Council has estimated the
work that we’ve done just in the North-
west alone between 1980 and 2000, where
we invested almost $2.5 billion in en-
ergy efficiency, our region earned that
total investment back about once
every 18 months. This is a rate of re-
turn of about 67 percent, annual rate of
return on investment. An extraor-
dinary record when we think about
how our 401(k)s are turning into 301(k)s
and 201(k)s. Watch the gyrations in the
stock market and uncertainty in hous-
ing prices. Looking at what has hap-
pened with a very solid year-in, year-
out rate of return on energy efficiency
is truly encouraging and inspirational.

Mr. Speaker, the time to act is now.
We have heard the warnings from the
vast majority of scientists developing a
consensus about the threats to the
planet. We are already feeling the ef-
fects of changing climate as we watch
large quantities of polar ice disappear,
as we watch snowpacks rise, when we
watch the shift of patterns of migra-
tion of birds, where the permafrost in
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Alaska is no longer perma, and the
roads are buckling and coastal villages
washing away.

The realities of climate change ef-
fects are being visited upon Americans
across this country in all 50 States, and
they are gathering momentum in
terms of a sense of urgency and public
awareness. We are watching groups in
the evangelical arena, scientific arena,
civic organizations, American business,
labor, environmental organizations
coming together to be part of this con-
sensus. Leadership is being exhibited
on college campuses and at synagogues
across the country. Over 900 cities have
made the decision that they weren’t
going to wait for the Bush administra-
tion; they were starting ahead with
their own efforts to reduce pollution
from carbon.

Well, we ignored the warnings of ex-
perts, for example, with the risks in
the financial sector and, sadly, we’ve
seen the consequences. We have learned
the dangers and added costs of trying
to move after the fact, after a disaster
or after some sort of natural catas-
trophe occurs. It is very expensive
cleaning up after Katrina, after flood-
ing, after wildfires, as opposed to tak-
ing action to try and prevent it.

We, once again, need to act as good
stewards of the Earth, protecting our
children and grandchildren. We must
remember that there will be great
costs associated with dealing with im-
pacts once they have occurred. Mr.
Speaker, Mother Nature doesn’t do
bailouts.

We need to focus on the big picture.
The economy is the task at hand. The
next step to create millions of Amer-
ican jobs in renewable energy, energy
efficiency, and modernization of a
smart electric grid is going to make a
difference now. Clean energy can pro-
vide an engine to drive the Nation out
of a recession and sustain our economy
for years to come.

It is time for us to step forward, in-
vesting seriously in energy innovation.
We invest about one-tenth of 1 percent
of our annual energy bill in research. It
is absolutely ludicrous to have an area
that is so central to our economy and
our way of life, where we see costs es-
calating around the globe, and that we
have neglected to invest in ways to
drive technological innovation. Luck-
ily, as part of the economic recovery
package and legislation that is work-
ing its way through the House and the
Senate, we will be addressing this issue
of greater investment in innovation.

I see I have been joined by my col-
league from the great State of Wash-
ington, Congressman INSLEE, who has
focused a great deal of time and atten-
tion on this question of innovation as
it relates to energy. He has sponsored
legislation in this regard. He has been
a champion in speaking out in forums
large and small around the country and
is hard at work now on the Commerce
Committee in the formulation of legis-
lation that will codify these opportuni-
ties and bring them to fruition.
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I am pleased to yield to my friend if
he would care to share some of his
thoughts in this area.

Mr. INSLEE. Well, I come to the
floor with some good news tonight, and
that is that the Energy and Commerce
Committee will be working to produce
a bill starting either late this week or
early next week to really jump-start
President Obama’s vision for a transi-
tion to a clean energy future for the
country.

[ 2030

And we reached today some very im-
portant milestones to reach consensus
in our committee to move this vision
forward. And I’'m very optimistic about
that, contentious as this is, for a cou-
ple of reasons. One, I just was being
briefed by some findings about what
Americans’ beliefs are about this issue
from a fellow named Mark Mellman,
who basically looks and asks questions
of people and what they think of Amer-
ica. And it was amazing how optimistic
Americans are and how much they em-
brace this idea that we can innovate
and create millions of new, clean en-
ergy jobs. In fact, the research showed
that by two-to-one margins, over two-
to-one margins, Americans believe that
if we act in Congress to promote the
creation of clean energy technology, to
do the research and development to
create these high-tech, energy-efficient
sources of energy, if we create limits
on the amount of pollution that pol-
luters can put in the air, by two-to-one
margins, Americans believe this will
create jobs, clean energy jobs. And that
fundamental belief is the thing that
will allow the U.S. Congress this year
to pass a bill to move us down the
clean energy future.

And I would suggest there’s a reason
Americans believe by two-to-one mar-
gins that action on clean energy will
create jobs, and that is that we’re the
most innovative, creative, dynamic,
entrepreneurial society ever. And with
all due respect to the Egyptians and
the Romans, we are the most innova-
tive society, and I think that this opti-
mistic view by two to one that we can
create jobs by moving forward in clean
energy, it’s really consistent with the
American character. That’s the first
reason.

The second reason I feel excited to-
night about the Commerce Commit-
tee’s now advancing President Obama’s
clean energy vision is the same things
that I've seen happen. I went home to
Seattle, the Seattle region where I rep-
resent, and I just met such exciting
people in the State of Washington who
are creating these new jobs today.

Yesterday, I went to a company
called MacDonald-Miller, a company in
Seattle, and they install heating and
cooling equipment and energy effi-
ciency equipment. And a few years ago,
they started to try to figure out how
can they boost their sales. They were
having some tough times. They actu-
ally went through a restructuring, and
they asked themselves, how can we
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boost our sales and build our company?
And they decided to really pursue en-
ergy efficiency. And they decided to
build a model, a business model,
around selling efficiency services, and
they showed me one thing they’re
doing. It’s pretty amazing.

It seems so simple, but they are em-
ploying hundreds of people at this com-
pany by selling a product that will sim-
ply adjust your thermostat. If you’ve
got an office building, it will adjust the
thermostat dependent on the outside
air temperature. And what they found
is, and I know this sounds simple, but
what they found is that people’s com-
fort level varies on the outside tem-
perature. So they might want it at 73
on a hot day, but they’re comfortable
at maybe 69 or 70 on a cold day. So
they found out people’s comfort level
varies; so they basically are selling a
product that will adjust the tempera-
ture of the office building to be con-
sistent with that comfort level depend-
ing on the outside temperature. And
they had an average reduction of en-
ergy of, I think, about 12 percent when
they did that. And that’s astronomic.

I mean, if you reduced everybody’s
energy 12 percent in your buildings, it
would be incredible in your heating and
cooling expenses. But most impor-
tantly, by doing that, they’re creating
jobs and wealth, and their sales have
gone up dramatically in the last 4 or 5
years because they are adopting that
strategy.

So what we are doing here in Con-
gress in this bill, we will be adopting a
provision that will call for Americans
to have a higher level of renewable en-
ergy, 15 percent, and an additional 5
percent of efficiency gains that will
help boost these companies that are
now hiring so many people around the
country.

Another company in my area called
McKinstry, President Obama men-
tioned them when we were at the White
House last week. They have similarly
sold efficiency services.

So everywhere you look, you can find
opportunities for this job creation. But
what these companies need are policies
that will level the playing field, be-
cause right now our policies just favor
some of the older industries, and now
we need some policies that will really
level the playing field and allow this
transition to take place.

Now, in this bill where we’re going to
be doing it, there are some costs asso-
ciated, of course, as there always are.
We don’t usually expect something for
nothing. But in our bill it’s the pol-
luters and the polluters’ industries
that will pay. They will be the ones
that will be required to purchase and
pay for permits associated with this
pollution. And, generally, I think it’s
fairly well understood that in a society
that favors responsibility, it ought to
be the polluters who are responsible for
costs, not citizens. In fact, there will
be some assistance to citizens with
their utility bills associated with this
project.
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So the good news that I'm hearing
from across the country is Americans
believe that we will create jobs if we
act on clean energy, number one. And,
number two, I'm seeing with my own
eyes my constituents getting hired in
these new emerging industries.

I went to the 3 Tier Corporation the
other day. They essentially manage
electricity in large corporations, man-
age server farms and manage the like,
and they’re hiring ©people. The
AltaRock Company is doing engineered
geothermal in the North Seattle area.
That’s where you poke a hole down,
you pump water down it, it comes up
hot, you make steam and generate
electricity.

I went to a company called Ausra En-
gineering. It’s a marine architecture
firm in Seattle. You don’t normally as-
sociate marine architectural firms
with job creation and clean energy, but
they are potentially working on plat-
forms to build floating platforms for
offshore wind turbines, and they are in
the preliminary work of looking at par-
ticular designs to do that because we
have enormous capacity for wind off of
our shorelines.

So the basic American belief in the
innovative spirit of the country is now
being matched by these real businesses
in real time, hiring real people with
real paychecks, and that’s what this
bill is going to do that we are going to
pass here out of the committee hope-
fully late next week to really jump-
start, kick-start this job creation.

So I appreciate the gentleman’s let-
ting me join him in this discussion.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. I, likewise, ap-
preciate your comments and observa-
tions and bringing it down to real-life
examples.

One of the nice things about being a
Member of Congress is that we have a
chance to see these products emerge.
We have a chance to hear. We both
serve on the Global Warming and En-
ergy Independence Committee that the
Speaker has set up, and for 30 months
we have seen a parade of witnesses
come before us with new and emerging
technologies in wind and solar and
transportation that are already put-
ting Americans to work while they’re
working to save Americans money. But
that is just, I think, a hint of what we
can do in the future.

I'm watching in my hometown of
Portland, Oregon, where we reintro-
duced a modern streetcar to the land-
scape. We just received approval from
the Obama administration to move for-
ward with a streetcar extension that’s
going to not only create nearly 1,300
jobs for construction and not only will
we be manufacturing the first streetcar
built in America in 58 years, but I
know in your area in the Puget Sound
you already have the South Lake
Union Trolly that is in operation.
You'’re looking to expand that. Every
one of these projects not only rep-
resents an economic opportunity, but
it dramatically changes the carbon
footprint.
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Servicing 240 units along a trolly line
instead of a suburban subdivision is a
million pounds of carbon a year that is
saved. A trip not taken. Being able to
extend things like modern streetcars to
communities large and small across
America, like they were a hundred
years ago, provides an opportunity for
thousands of construction jobs, chang-
ing the carbon footprint, changing the
technological and manufacturing ad-
vances in ways that are going to affect
millions of lives.

It is so important for us to be think-
ing about that big picture because we
are exporting overseas over a billion
dollars a day for oil and we’re watching
that probably starting up again. Last
year it was $700 billion that was lost.
And this is money that is taken out of
our economy. In my community, the
difference between just the fact that
we drive 20 percent less keeps $800 mil-
lion a year circulating in that local
economy that isn’t sent to Venezuela
or to Saudi Arabia.

Mr. INSLEE. Will the gentleman
yield?

Mr. BLUMENAUER. I will be happy
to.

Mr. INSLEE. I think that’s a very
important point is that the portfolio of
these new renewable energy sources
that are going to provide the elec-
tricity for both our toasters and for
these train systems that Mr.
BLUMENAUER talked about, when you
generate this electricity using renew-
able sources, it’s, by necessity, a do-
mestic product. If you are using renew-
able energy to generate your elec-
tricity, you know you’re using an all-
American energy source, because that
means the wind is right in eastern
Washington or eastern Oregon.

By the way, Washington just had the
biggest wind farm in America, became
the largest producer of wind power in
the world last year. There are actually
as many people working in the wind
power industry today as the coal min-
ing industry. We’re rapidly increasing
the number of jobs, but we are using
domestic energy when we use wind
power.

I went to a company in Tri-Cities,
Washington, a couple of months ago.
The Infinia Company has developed a
sterling engine. It’s a solar energy sys-
tem using a sterling engine, and that’s
a system where you have these concave
dishes that look like large satellite
dishes and they concentrate the sun’s
energy on a little engine about the size
of a couple of pop cans, and that turns
out pressure differences into mechan-
ical energy and generates electricity.
Now, when you use the Infinia system,
you are getting a job creation in the
Northwest, in Washington State, and
you are using a domestic supply of en-
ergy, namely the sunshine that’s fall-
ing on us right now.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. May 1 just
elaborate on that point. I think that is
a very important point to make, that
this is 100 percent American energy,
but also in terms of what happens with
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the net economic impact. There are
some who claim that, well, we should
deal with the fossil fuels, the oil and
coal, because they create jobs. Well,
they do create jobs, but I think the evi-
dence is clear that the investment in
the alternative energies of the future
that you’re talking about, in wind and
solar, the clean energy economy cre-
ates about four times the jobs for each
million dollars invested as in the tradi-
tional fossil fuels. And when you con-
sider that we are also avoiding some of
the most negative consequences of
burning dirty coal on the health of in-
dividuals and of the larger ecosystem,
it is a multiple benefit to the economy
and the environment.

You know, on the floor, and this was
incredible to me, last week I heard my
Republican friends being upset that the
Speaker, with the initiative to green
the Capitol, had replaced dirty coal
with natural gas, which has half the
carbon emissions. It doesn’t have the
other problems in terms of sulfur diox-
ide, in terms of carbon monoxide.
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The Capitol Heating Plant was the
number one source of pollution in our
Nation’s Capital, threatening the lives
and health of people who work around
the capitol. Children in our schools and
the opponents of responsible action for
a clean economy were saying that was
somehow an attack on coal.

Mr. INSLEE. I think it’s really im-
portant you have brought up the issue
of coal. I think it’s very important to
note that when this bill comes out of
our committee, it comes to the floor of
the House. It is not going to ignore the
potential of coal to remain part of our
energy future.

We have huge amounts of coal re-
serves in this country that could power
us for hundreds of years. But we need
to find a way to burn it more cleanly,
to take the carbon dioxide, which is
now going into the atmosphere and
making our oceans more acidic and
contributing to global warming, to
take that carbon dioxide and bury it in
the Earth for 10,000 years so it’s not
going to be a problem. Now, in our bill
we are not ignoring that issue. We are,
in fact, contributing about a billion
dollars a year in an effort to find a way
to bury that carbon dioxide so we can
continue to use coal.

Now, this is an important point, be-
cause we feel that we all need to move
together, including the regions of the
country that are very heavily coal de-
pendent, and we intend to have a very
well-balanced research program where
we don’t favor any one energy source.
We are going to be doing work on solar,
we are going to be doing work on wind,
we are going to be doing work on geo-
thermal, and we are going to be doing
work to find a way, hopefully, to se-
quester carbon dioxide when it comes
out of the coal-fired plants.

So I think that’s an important point
that all areas of the country you are
going to have some benefit to find ways
to use their energy sources.
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. I appreciate
your clarification of that. As it stands
now, the way that we are using coal in-
discriminately, not dealing with the
consequences of not just the carbon
pollution, but, frankly, there are other
pollutants that we have been strug-
gling with for years because of the haz-
ards to human health and to the envi-
ronment, but the willingness to focus
on ways to truly try and make it pos-
sible to use coal in a way that is envi-
ronmentally sensitive. I think it’s very
important. It is important not just be-
cause the United States has vast
amounts of coal, but it would be nice if
we could use them in a way that was
safe and environmentally sound; but
we are also facing a situation where
there is still heavy reliance on coal in
China, in India.

We, in the Pacific Northwest, are
breathing Chinese coal pollution in the
Puget Sound area, in metropolitan
Portland every day. So your work on
the Commerce Committee, to be able
to have some resources to try and
move this research forward dealing
with ways to truly make it environ-
mentally benign, I think it’s very im-
portant, establishing standards and
sticking by them.

I will be coming to the floor soon to
talk about another methodology that
has been employed in the past, which is
an underground gasification process,
where you never bring the coal to the
surface, that the process of conversion
takes place in the actual coal seam.
There are projects under way right now
in Wyoming. It was actually a tech-
nology that was developed by Nazi Ger-
many and in the Soviet Union in an
earlier era dealing with gasification of
coal, but has tremendous potential for
being able to use coal in a way that is
environmentally responsible.

I appreciate the work that is being
done to help advance these tech-
nologies and others.

Mr. INSLEE. You mentioned China,
or meant to, one of the two. I wanted
to comment on this too.

We are also, in this bill, dealing with,
when we are advancing clean energy,
we want to make sure we don’t lose
jobs in competition for some of these
other countries, even if they don’t
move as rapidly as we do and try to
move away from this pollution of CO.,.

And one of the things we are going to
have in our bill is a provision that will
protect our jobs and protect our indus-
tries against job leakage going over-
seas to countries that may not have
some CO, regime to reduce pollution.
We have now reached agreement, essen-
tially, that we will essentially have a
cushion for industry-intensive indus-
tries—steel, aluminum, cement—a
cushion so they will be insulated from
increases in energy costs associated
with this so that we won’t lose jobs,
having these plants move to China or
India or some other country that may
not have a regulation on CO, as we do.
This is a very important resolution.

I worked with Mike Doyle, a Rep-
resentative from Pittsburgh, on this,



May 12, 2009

and we can now legitimately tell folks
in these industries that we have this
protection against job leakage. And it
is a message, an important message, to
countries around the world that all
countries are going to have to enter
into some action plan to reduce carbon
dioxide.

We know we can’t solve this problem
without China’s participation, and
that’s why in this bill we will also have
a provision that in the event there is
not progress made, that there could be
trade adjustment at the border for im-
ports from China if, in fact, China is
unable to move forward with this. Now,
we hope it will succeed on that and
that won’t be necessary.

But the point is we are designing a
bill that will capture the innovation,
allow us to make the electric car here
rather than China, and not lose jobs in
the steel industry. And I think we have
designed a bill that’s going to accom-
plish that.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. We are fol-
lowing, on the Ways and Means, these
provisions, closely. We are looking for-
ward to having the bill out of your
committee and on to our jurisdiction,
one of the areas that Ways and Means
jurisdiction deals with trade provi-
sions. And we are quite confident that
we can work with you in this area to
make sure that people are not able to
export their carbon pollution overseas
or that other countries can import
their carbon pollution into the United
States.

I am looking forward to seeing the
refinement that comes from your com-
mittee and working with my colleagues
on Ways and Means to make sure that
there are strong border protection pro-
visions to make sure this is neutral. It
is not anti-trade; it is not pro-trade. It
is simply preserving the integrity of
the carbon pollution regulation, and I
am quite confident that these tools can
be employed to accomplish precisely
that.

Mr. INSLEE. I think, too, when we
think about this clean energy future, it
has to be in relationship with what
other countries are doing as well. And
when we pass this bill next year, it is
going to be because we believe we are
not going to cede these markets to
countries who could steal these mar-
kets from us.

You know, we are in a race right now
to see who is going to be dominant
making electric cars and electric bat-
teries. China has an interest in doing
that, and they are making enormous
investments to do that.

We are in a race today to decide who
is going to dominate the solar-power
industry. China is making enormous
investments in their solar cells. In
fact, I met a fellow from, I believe it
was from, Indiana who had a solar cell
manufacturing plant. And he had a guy
walk in from China and plunk down
$300 million and try to get him to move
his plant to China, lock, stock and bar-
rel.

And the fellow said, I am a red,
white, and blue American, and I am not
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leaving. But that’s what we are up
against, and that’s one of the reasons
we intend to take an aggressive posi-
tion here with research and develop-
ment dollars, with limits on CO, that
will spur investment and kick start the
businesses here that we need so we can
regain these markets.

You know, we invented solar energy
in this country, but the Germans sort
of commercialized it because they saw
this a little before we did. We need to
get in that game today and see to it
that the companies like Infinia Compa-
nies and Nanosolar that’s doing thin-
cell photovoltaics and Bright Source.

By the way, I want to mention this
one source of solar energy that people
may not have heard about, the Bright
Source Company and the Ausra Energy
Company, two companies doing what’s
called concentrated solar power. What
they do is they use mirrors in various
fashions to concentrate radiant energy,
heat up a liquid, make steam and then
create electricity from it with zero pol-
lution associated with it.

Bright Source has now signed con-
tracts for thousands of megawatts of
crystal pure solar energy in various
places in the United States, and it
would surprise you, it’s not just Ne-
vada. They have places in the South-
east where they can do this as well.

And it is this type of technological
breakthrough that if we put our minds
to it and pass this bill, we are going to
jump-start jobs in this country.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. I appreciate the
context that you have provided, and
your unrelenting interest in wunder-
standing and acknowledging and ad-
vancing American technology, but,
sadly, we are not—you mentioned hav-
ing fallen behind the Germans, for ex-
ample, in technologies that we devel-
oped in terms of the commercial appli-
cation.

China is spending six times more
than we spend on clean energy, $12.5
million every hour of Chinese expendi-
ture. We can’t afford to be complacent
about this. We need a sense of urgency.

While we are pleased with what’s
happening in the Pacific Northwest,
you referenced the large wind farm in
southeastern Washington. Portland,
Oregon, is competing with Denver and
Houston to be the wind energy capital
and a couple of international compa-
nies have located their American head-
quarters there. And there are many
technologies that we helped initiate,
but we are falling behind.

We rank below Spain, Denmark and
Portugal in the use of wind power. We
watched what happened where little
Denmark, what, about the size of the
State of Washington, set its sight on
being a wind energy leader, being the
wind energy leader 30 years ago and
have accomplished amazing feats, both
in terms of their own energy produc-
tion and the dominance of world wind
energy activity, that one of those lead-
ing companies I mentioned that has its
American headquarters in Portland, is
Vestas, a Danish company.
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So we watch what countries that we
think are less developed than in the
United States, like the Chinese, or
small countries, like Denmark, really
making significant advancement and
putting the pressure on us to step up
and do what we know we can do.

Mr. INSLEE. The gentleman has
mentioned wind. Some people think of
wind as kind of a toy you get under a
Christmas tree or something. In fact,
wind energy, according to the Depart-
ment of Energy, and this was under the
previous President’s Department of En-
ergy, concluded that we could have 20
percent of all of our electricity gen-
erated by wind in the next couple of
decades, just using existing tech-
nology.

Now, we believe there are going to be
some advances in technology. We think
there is a good shot at having good
storage. One of the issues of wind, of
course, is the wind doesn’t blow all the
time. It’s an intermittent source. So
there is two ways to get around that
problem: one, have multiple wind sites
that are tied together in an advanced
transmission grid so if the wind is not
blowing in one place, it will be blowing
in another; or to have a storage sys-
tem.

And I have talked to these companies
now that are developing batteries that
are as large as a semi-trailer, and these
now have the potential of actually
being grid connected to store wind and
solar when we have excess power gen-
eration. So we think there is a reason-
able chance to get to 20 percent, which
is very significant, just on one tech-
nology alone. Then we have so many
options, of course, including efficiency,
which can be done everywhere, day or
night.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. And even prob-
lems of the intermittency dealing with
wind energy, if it is coupled with other
areas of innovation, like plug-in hy-
brids and using storage capacity in ve-
hicles to be able to help balance some
of the loads, we have tremendous op-
portunities to have these work to-
gether.

I must say, we are both from the Pa-
cific Northwest, the issue of wind inte-
gration and how we are going to do
that is something that is looming large
on my agenda. I know you are con-
cerned. We have our regional power
marketing authority, the Bonneville
Power Administration, which has been
a leader in helping facilitate wind en-
ergy, but now it’s looking at really
rather dramatic cost increases for wind
integration, which I am hopeful that
we can look at very hard and help them
find ways to not provide disincentives
for wind energy production right at the
point where all of the incentives that
we have put in place are starting to
kick in.
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It would be unfortunate if somehow
they are priced out of the market at
just the time we want to engage them.

Mr. INSLEE. We appreciate the gen-
tleman’s leadership on that. I want to
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thank you. I must excuse myself, but 1
want to thank Mr. BLUMENAUER for
being such a stalwart champion of
these causes. We know there’s going to
be thousands of jobs created in this
clean energy revolution, and I hope a
lot of them are going to be in Oregon,
which is a great State.

Thank you for letting me join you,
Mr. BLUMENAUER.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Thank you, Con-
gressman INSLEE, for joining us, and
for your leadership and comments.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that this Cham-
ber will be able to reject the arguments
of people who are looking at the small-
est possible elements of the puzzle;
people who are seeking to politicize it
for short-term electoral gain at the ex-
pense of the long-term interests of our
children.

I, frankly, have been embarrassed by
some of the argumentation that we
have heard; the misrepresentation of
just basic factual information.

One of the things that we are hear-
ing, sadly, from Republican leadership,
is consistent misrepresentation, for in-
stance, of the MIT study that you will
hear referred to. The St. Petersburg
Times had an editorial of late saying,
“The GOP is full of hot air about
Obama’s light-switch tax. If the Repub-
licans had simply misstated the results
of the MIT study, the Truth-O-Meter
would have been content giving this
one a False. But for them to keep re-
peating the claim after the author of
the study told them it was wrong
means we have to set the meter ablaze.
Pants on Fire,”” was their evaluation.

In the Wall Street Journal: ‘‘For
starters, the figures cited by Repub-
lican House leadership is almost 10
times higher than the cost estimate
provided in the study” by Professor
Reilly of MIT.

The Boston Globe: ‘‘One particular
issue is Republicans’ assertion that a
cap-and-trade system on greenhouse
gases would mean a ‘light switch tax.’
‘It’s just wrong,’ Reilly said. ‘Wrong in
S0 many ways, it’s hard to begin.’”’

I would hope, particularly when we
still have not had the actual provisions
of the legislation put in place, for peo-
ple to make wild misrepresentations
about costs and consequences does a
disservice to what is one of the most
important debates of our generation.

Being able to protect the planet, to
restore our economy, to regain our po-
sition of technological leadership, and
be able to put us on the path of sus-
tainability environmentally and eco-
nomically for the future, the stakes are
too high to have misrepresentation, to
have an inability for people to engage
in reasonable discussion.

I know the Republican leader has
said that his members shouldn’t be leg-
islators; they should be communica-
tors. They should be talkers instead of
doers. I hope—I fervently hope—that
many of our colleagues on the other
side of the aisle will reject the leader-
ship’s marching orders to politicize, to
talk, and to not engage; but, instead,
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to deal with the facts; instead, deal
with opportunities to restore our econ-
omy; to create millions of clean energy
jobs—some in a whole new industry;
that we take important steps to reduce
the tragic dependence on imported oil.

Even if we weren’t concerned about
the pollution, even if we weren’t con-
cerned about global warming and the
damage that is attendant thereto, just
in terms of the strategic interests of
the United States, we should stop wast-
ing more o0il than anyone in the world.
We should stop using more oil per cap-
ita for transportation than anybody in
the world. We should reduce our stra-
tegic vulnerability to actions of people
who don’t like us very much in unsta-
ble or hostile parts of the world. And,
of course, the damage that is done to
our economy by shipping over a billion
dollars a day overseas.

I’m hopeful that we will be able to re-
duce the carbon pollution that causes
global warming, that will enable us to
be good stewards of the land now, be-
cause the effects of global warming are
going to cost a lot more than the con-
sequences of reducing it.

As we have discussed this evening,
this is in fact an opportunity for us to
put our economy back on track, create
millions of jobs, strengthen our stra-
tegic position, while we make a con-
tribution to the future of humankind.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to spend some time this evening
dealing with this issue. I look forward
to continuing the discussion about the
new technologies, about the facts of
science and economy on the floor as we
prepare to move this legislation for-
ward. Thank you.

———
THE HIDDEN HAND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. LATOURETTE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. LaTOURETTE. Tonight, I return
to talk about an old topic and also to
talk about something that’s just hap-
pened in the last couple of weeks.

The Speaker may recall that a num-
ber of weeks ago there was outrage at
both ends of Pennsylvania Avenue
when it was determined that located
within the $792 billion stimulus bill
there was a provision that authorized
$173 million in bonuses to executives at
the insurance company AIG. At the
time, a number of us thought, Well,
how could that happen?

It seems, just to review, Mr. Speaker,
that when the stimulus package was
considered on the other side of the Cap-
itol in the United States Senate, two
Senators, in a rare display of biparti-
sanship—Senator SNOWE, a Republican
of Maine, and Senator WYDEN, a Demo-
crat of Oregon—authored an amend-
ment that would have put restrictions
and basically indicated that if you
were a firm like AIG that has received
billions and billions of dollars in bail-
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out money, perhaps there should be
some restrictions on executive com-
pensation and what people should
make.

Well, a funny thing happened, how-
ever, on the way to the conference
committee. The Snowe-Wyden lan-
guage was removed and instead this
paragraph was inserted.

Now this paragraph, if you read it
carefully, Mr. Speaker, indicates that
rather than placing restrictions on the
bonuses, it specifically authorizes and
exempts any bonus at AIG or any other
Wall Street giant that received billions
and billions of taxpayer money. Any
executive compensation scheme that
was entered into before February 11 of
this year, which happened to be the
date that the stimulus package was
considered, would be exempt and the
bonuses would be paid.

Now I have indicated a number of
times on the floor that I know that a
lot of people were embarrassed by that.
I would suggest that that’s what hap-
pens when you legislate in a sloppy,
rushed, haphazard, nonpartisan fash-
ion.

The Speaker will recall the week of
the consideration of the stimulus bill,
the members of the Republican Party—
the minority party—put forward sort
of a novel proposition, and that was
since we were talking about spending
$792 billion in the stimulus bill, it
might be a good idea if Members had 48
hours to read the bill, and further sug-
gested it should be put on the Internet
so anybody in America could take a
look at this over a thousand pages of
legislation.

Well, that proposal passed. It came to
a vote here in the House, and every
Member who was present that day, Re-
publican or Democrat, voted and
agreed that that was a good idea. That
we should have 48 hours to read the
bill. That was Tuesday.

On Thursday, apparently the major-
ity leadership forgot about the vote on
Tuesday. And the bill was filed about
midnight on Thursday.

The next morning—and I have apolo-
gized to my constituents that I didn’t
read the thousand pages at midnight.
It didn’t come to my attention that we
had a thousand-page bill that we were
going to consider on that Friday until
I arrived at the office that morning.

But the debate was 90 minutes and,
basically, Members, both Republican
and Democrat, had 90 minutes to digest
a thousand pages and determine wheth-
er or not that piece of legislation de-
served an up or a down vote.

It was a bipartisan vote, in that
every member of the Republican Con-
ference voted against the stimulus bill,
together with some Democrats. But the
overriding majority of the Democratic
Party voted in favor of it. And it
passed and went on to be signed by the
President of the United States.

What is strange is that everyone who
voted for the stimulus bill voted for
this paragraph that authorized the bo-
nuses to AIG. Yet, the next day or days
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after the bonuses were announced, ev-
erybody was coming to the floor beat-
ing their chest and pulling out their
hair and saying, I'm shocked. I can’t
believe it. I don’t know how this hap-
pened. We want our money back.

Well, nobody should have been sur-
prised, nobody should have been
shocked, because anyone who sup-
ported the stimulus package in the
House or the Senate voted—the final
conference report—voted to specifi-
cally allow AIG and anybody else that
had received billions of dollars of tax-
payer money and bailouts to receive
those bailout payments.

But people were shocked. And so they
came up with—I will call them goofy—
they came up with goofy pieces of leg-
islation in an attempt to cover their
political rear ends.

And so the first one was, Let’s tax
those bonuses at 90 percent. Well, what
a dumb piece of legislation that was,
Mr. Speaker. So tomorrow we decide
we’re mad at somebody else. Maybe to-
morrow we’re mad at the oil companies
so let’s tax them at 90 percent. Day
after that, we’re really not happy with
the airlines so let’s tax them at 90 per-
cent.

To use the Tax Code to punish a
small group of people when the mis-
take was made when this paragraph
was inserted in the stimulus package is
inappropriate and, thankfully, the
President of the United States—Presi-
dent Obama—expressed his opinion
that it wasn’t a worthy piece of legisla-
tion, and it has died a natural death
over in the United States Senate,
where it exactly should have.

The next dumb idea that people came
up with was, Well, I know. Let’s not
tax these bonuses at 90 percent. Let’s
have the United States Treasury—the
government—tell people how much
money they can make. What a dumb
idea that is.

So, today it’s the AIG guys. Again,
tomorrow, let’s say that we are not so
crazy about the amount of money that
bus drivers make. Well, why doesn’t
the Department of Transportation—
Secretary LaHood—just figure out
what the bus drivers in the country
should make? Another cover-your-rear-
end piece of legislation.

So in response to all this we have
been coming to the floor on a
semiregular basis to try and determine,
because even though everybody was
outraged, no one will say how the first
language was removed from the bill
and how this paragraph was placed in
the bill.

And so we have devised a game that
most Americans are familiar with—the
game of Clue. A great game, and I rec-
ommend that everyone think about
running out to Hasbro to get either the
original edition or this edition.

This is the case of ‘“The Hidden
Hand.” And that is: Who took out the
Snowe-Wyden amendment and who
wrote that paragraph that I had dis-
played on the chart before?

Now there are a number of suspects.
We have taken some out, we have put
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some in. But if you read the news re-
ports of the final negotiations on the
stimulus bill, we know that it either
happened in the Speaker’s office or the
conference room, and there was this
shuttle diplomacy going back and forth
as to what the final bill was going to
look like.

As a matter of fact, the distinguished
chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, Mr. RANGEL of New York, was
quoted in the paper the next day words
to the effect that, It’s difficult to get
stuff done when only three people run
the institution. So we excluded a cou-
ple of weeks ago Chairman RANGEL.
He’s not the hidden hand. He didn’t do
it.

So, like the game of Clue, we know
that it happened in the Speaker’s office
or the conference room, and we know
that the weapon that was used was a
pen. What we can’t figure out and what
people haven’t owned up to at this mo-
ment in time is: Who did it? It’s pretty
simple. Quite frankly, somebody did it.
The thing didn’t appear from nowhere.
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Someone had to actually say to the
drafters of the document, take out
Snowe-Wyden, and put in what’s com-
monly been now referred to as the
Dodd amendment. Put in the Dodd
amendment.

Now we have asked repeatedly, and
we have asked everybody we can find,
Did you do it? And no one has answered
the question, I did it or why.

So because we couldn’t finish the
game of Clue on our own, we embarked
on another tack. About a month ago I
filed what’s called a resolution of in-
quiry. It was directed to the Secretary
of the Treasury, and it basically asked
the Treasury to provide to the United
States Congress all of the documents
and communications with AIG and oth-
ers to try to figure out who the hidden
hand was, how the Dodd amendment
had got into the stimulus package.

Well, I want to recognize a champion,
somebody who’s been more than good
to his word, the chairman of the full
Committee on Financial Services, BAR-
NEY FRANK of Massachusetts, after it
was filed came to me and said, I'll do
whatever you want me to do with this
resolution. If you want me to not con-
sider it, I won’t consider it. If you want
me to consider it, we’ll consider it. And
I said, I would like you to consider it.

So Chairman FRANK took it before
the Financial Services Committee. Ev-
erybody would have 48 hours to read
the bill. The resolution of inquiry was
called up, and everybody on the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, every
Republican and every Democrat voted
for this resolution of inquiry.

And I'm thinking to myself, Now
we’re going to get someplace. Now
we’re going to figure out who the hid-
den hand is. Now we are going to figure
out who sought to protect the $173 mil-
lion of bonuses paid to AIG.

And right before we broke a couple
weeks ago, Chairman FRANK came to
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the floor, good to his word. He filed the
report and recommended that the Fi-
nancial Services Committee report the
bill favorably to the House.

Now I thought surely we would have
a debate on that. Again, this wasn’t a
party-line vote. It wasn’t close. It was
63-0 or 64-0. And I thought for sure we
could get this resolved so we could go
down to the Treasury, and the Treas-
ury could hand over the documents and
we could be done with the game of
Clue, and we could solve whether or
not it was the Speaker, did she want to
do it? Whether it was HARRY REID, the
majority leader in the Senate. Whether
it was Mr. Geithner, who is the new
Secretary of the Treasury. Whether it
was the chief of staff to the President
of the United States, Mr. Emanuel, be-
cause some press accounts indicated
that before it could be removed, they
had to get the approval of the White
House. Well, who in the White House
approved it? We’ve cleared Chairman
RANGEL, and a lot of fingers were
pointed at Senator DoDD, the distin-
guished Chairman of the Senate Bank-
ing Committee, that perhaps he had in-
serted it.

But what people have said to this
moment in time, Mr. Speaker, is that
Secretary Geithner called the head guy
at AIG, and the head guy said, Well,
we’ve got some legal problems with the
bonuses. So we need to go forward.

But nobody yet has come forward and
said, I took the language out, and I put
the language in, and here’s why.

So I was happy when Chairman
FRANK reported the bill. And I thought,
I know that the distinguished leader,
majority leader of the House, Mr.
HOYER of Maryland, is going to call
that bill up. We’re going to debate it.
We’re going to vote on it.

Again, 63-0, all the Democrats, all
the Republicans voted for it. I was sure
it would sail through the House. But
I’ve been waiting, and I’ve been waiting
a month.

I know you know this, Mr. Speaker.
But legislation can only come to the
floor here in the House of Representa-
tives when it is authorized and called
up by the majority leader, in this case,
Mr. HOYER of Maryland.

There is an exception to that. So I
waited for the bill to be called up. I
waited for a debate. It never happened,
and so I filed, about 2 weeks ago, a rule
and today at the Speaker’s desk is a
discharge petition to discharge that
rule so we can have a debate, so we can
finally get down to brass tacks, and we
can figure out who the hidden hand is,
and we can figure out who decided that
we should protect the AIG bonuses
when these companies have gotten bil-
lions of dollars of bailout money and
why. That’s a pretty simple question.

Now I'm optimistic—there’s a meet-
ing tomorrow at 4 o’clock with the
Treasury Department, and they’ve
been pretty cooperative. They’re going
to come over, and hopefully we’ll be
able to resolve what it is that we are
seeking through the resolution of in-
quiry. I hope so.
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If not, I really hope that the distin-
guished majority leader would call up
this piece of legislation so that we can
have a debate, and we can get on with
it. And we can solve this problem that
outraged the President of the United
States, it outraged Members of Con-
gress, it outraged the public. This
would help us figure out how to solve
the problem.

Now what we hear a lot of times
around here is, well, we have so many
important things to do that you’re
looking backwards.

I mean, okay. We gave away billions
of dollars in TARP money. We gave
away and authorized $173 million, and
somehow somebody in the dead of
night inserted this language into the
bill with a hidden hand. But get over it
because we have important work to do
in the House of Representatives. Sadly,
Mr. Speaker, we have heard that a lot
since the beginning of the 110th Con-
gress, the last Congress.

I will tell you, I mean, we voted
today. I think every person in the
United States needs to feel comfortable
because they will not go in and buy a
new 44 cent stamp at a post office that
hasn’t been named by the House of
Representatives over the last 2 years.

We spent a lot of time naming Fed-
eral buildings. We spent a lot of time
naming post offices, and this happened
to us last year too.

The Speaker may remember that last
summer everybody was talking about
not AIG and bailouts, but everybody
was talking about gas prices. And in
many parts of the country, gas—for the
first time in my lifetime, a gallon of
gasoline went over $4 a gallon. At that
time we asked the new majority party,
could we have a debate and come up
with an energy bill and relieve some of
the pain that people are experiencing
at the pump? And they said, Well,
we’re really too busy to get to that.

So a lot of Republicans took to the
floor during our August recess and
talked about the fact that we needed to
do something. We needed to do all of
the above. We needed to have clean
coal technology. We needed to look at
the renewables, wind, solar, geo-
thermal. We needed to determine
whether or not we were going to ex-
plore for more oil and natural gas in
the United States.

But again, because it is the majority
party that calls the tune in the House
of Representatives. They’re the only
people, with some exceptions, that can
call up legislation. That never hap-
pened.

And they said, you know what, we’re
really busy, and we really don’t have
time to talk about gasoline. And a lot
of us said, you know, okay, when gaso-
line was $2.22 on January 29, 2007,
which was about the beginning of the
110th Congress when the voters—be-
cause we, Republicans, had done such a
great job—threw us out and installed
the Democrats as the majority party in
the House of Representatives, gas was
$2.22. And rather than talking about
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energy, we passed a resolution con-
gratulating the University of Cali-
fornia Santa Clara soccer team.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I'm sure that
every parent and every player on that
soccer team is proud of what it is that
they accomplished, but not as impor-
tant as the pain that our constituents
were beginning to feel at the pump.

But you could say, hey, it’s only
$2.22. What’s the big deal? So maybe
it’s not a crisis. Well, then on Sep-
tember 5 of that year, gasoline goes up
to $2.84. And you would say, oh, you
know, I'll bet we’re going to talk about
gasoline prices and the national energy
policy. That has to be something that
we’re going to consider on the floor of
the House of Representatives.

Well, when gas hits $2.84, the most
important issue that the majority can
bring up is National Passport Month.
Now I like passports. I think passports
should be honored. But gas is creeping
up to $2.84.

Well, it begins to get a little more se-
rious. In February of 2008 it hits $3.03.
You know that we’re going to begin
talking and take this problem seri-
ously. But on the day that the national
average reached $3.03 a gallon, the
most important piece of legislation
that the majority could bring to the
floor was to commend the Houston Dy-
namo soccer team for what they did.

Now, you know, those of us in elected
office know the new buzzword, we have
to look at the soccer moms. So appar-
ently we had to get the soccer moms
not once, we had to get them twice be-
cause our two resolutions, when gas
was $3.03 and when we started, they
honor soccer folks.

But then a big jump happens. In the
spring of 2008, gas goes to $3.77 a gallon.
And you say, well, listen, you know,
we’re going to talk about gas now be-
cause my phone was ringing off the
hook. I assume the Speaker’s phone
was ringing off the hook. And you
know that we’re going to have a na-
tional energy bill that we were going
to discuss because they are honest dis-
agreements. Some people were saying,
Drill, baby, drill. Some people were
saying conserve. All we wanted to have
was a debate.

So gas hits $3.77, and you know we’re
going to have that debate in the House,
but not yet.

On that day, gas hits $3.77, and the
most important thing we can do here
in the Congress is to commemorate Na-
tional Train Day. Now, again, I think
trains—we’ve made a big mistake in
this country by not investing in rail
transportation, passenger rail trans-
portation. But when gas is $3.77, maybe
we could come up with something bet-
ter than National Train Day.

Gas continues to climb. We’re out to
almost Memorial Day last year, where
we are about this year. $3.84 a gallon.
And the most important thing that the
majority can give us is the Great Cats
and Rare Canids Day Act. Now, I have
to tell you, I know what a great cat is.
Those are lions and tigers and things
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like that. But I didn’t know what a
canid was. And if you don’t know, Mr.
Speaker, it’s a dog.

So on that day when our constituents
were paying $3.84 a gallon to fill up
their cars, we were recognizing dogs
and cats on the House floor.

It continues to go up as we get to
June, $4.09. It crests $4, as I said, for
the first time in my lifetime. You
know we’re going to talk about gas in
the greatest deliberative body in the
world.

But no. On that day when the na-
tional average was $4.09, we declared
2008 the International Year of Sanita-
tion.

Now some of the people back in my
district were not understanding this.
They’re saying, are you kidding me?
We’'re paying $4.09 a gallon, and you are
declaring this the International Year
of Sanitation?

But it peaks out there on June 17,
2008, $4.14 a gallon. Now clearly every-
body in the country is screaming about
energy. All you have to do is turn on
the television and see the talking
heads. They’re all talking about en-
ergy, why is gas so expensive? Well,
you know now, we’re going to get it.
Now we’re going to understand. We’ve
got to have a national energy debate.
What direction are we going to go in to
reduce our reliance on foreign o0il? Sev-
enty percent of the oil that we use in
this country is brought in from other
countries. Surely we’re going to do
something about that.

And I’ll bet when I take this sticky
note off of June 17, the day that gas
hits $4.14, I know we had a debate on
energy that day.
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No. It wasn’t an energy debate on
that particular day. We passed the
Monkey Safety Act. Now, Mr. Speaker,
I don’t know anybody that wants un-
safe monkeys. We should want safe
monkeys in the United States of Amer-
ica. But on the day that our constitu-
ents are paying $4.14 a gallon for gas,
do you think that the most important
issue facing the United States Con-
gress, this august body, is the Monkey
Safety Act? Well, it was to those who
schedule the floor. So, sadly, we
thought maybe people got it, that that
probably wasn’t the best use of our
time when gas was going through the
roof.

Well, this year, Mr. Speaker, as the
gentleman knows, we have had a big
problem with unemployment. Our Na-
tion is hurting. There are people that
have lost their jobs, and there are peo-
ple that continue to lose their jobs.
And so on January 6, which was the
opening day of this 111th Congress, we
all got together, and it is before Presi-
dent Obama took the oath of office, be-
cause we all know that that historic
day was January 20, you have an unem-
ployment rate that is beginning to
climb. But as you see at the outside, by
the time we get to the end, it is pretty
significant.
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Well, so January 6 is the opening day
of the United States Congress. January
20 is the day that President Obama was
inaugurated, and there you see unem-
ployment has inched up a little bit.
You certainly can’t blame President
Obama. He was not even the President
of the United States then, but the Con-
gress was in session since January 6.
That is when the new Congress started.
We elected Speaker PELOSI again to be
the Speaker of the House.

So we get along to February 3. Again,
the Congress has been working hard for
1 month, and you know that we are
going to have some economic package
to help alleviate the pain that is going
on in this country with people that
have lost their jobs. But on February 3,
the most important thing that we
could do here in the House was to pass
a resolution supporting the goals and
ideals of National Teen Dating. Now, I
don’t know whether that means that
teens are dating nationally or it is a
national day of teen dating, but rather
than talking about the pain that was
being experienced in communities all
across the country, we recognized teen
dating. Now, again, like with the mon-
keys, I want teen dating to be safe.

Well, unemployment continues to
rise. We get to February 10. Hundreds
of thousands of more people lost their
jobs, and on that day, the best we can
do here in the House is to commend
Sam Bradford for winning the Heisman
Trophy. And just like the soccer moms,
I'm sure that the Bradford family is
more than pleased, and they should be.
They should be proud of what their son
has accomplished. But again, unem-
ployment continues to rise, hundreds
of thousands of people are losing their
jobs, but we are too busy to talk about
that. We are going to do that.

Now, February 24, you will notice a
theme here, Mr. Speaker, unemploy-
ment continues to go up. And I know
we are going to deal with this situation
and that we are going to find a way to
help people who have lost their jobs.
But because the United States Senate
didn’t enact the Monkey Safety Act
last year, we called up the Monkey
Safety Act again. And so for the second
time in 2 years, we didn’t have time to
do an energy policy, we didn’t have
time to talk about unemployment, but
we did have time in the House to pass
the Monkey Safety Act not once but
twice.

Unemployment continues to go up on
March 3. And just in case anybody is
confused about the United States Con-
gress’ commitment to animals, we pass
the Shark Conservation Act.

And as unemployment continues to
arc out, and I apologize for only going
to March 12, because it has continued
to rise since then, I bet we are going to
talk about unemployment and how we
help people back home. But on that
day, we passed the resolution sup-
porting “Pi Day.” Now, I was excited
when I got the whip notice, because 1
thought it was p-i-e, pie. And I like pie
a lot. But this pi is the mathematical
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3.14. And rather than discussing a lot of
things that are going on in the United
States, we felt it was necessary and
that the most important thing was to
recognize pi and support “Pi Day,” and
we all did, and we are all really happy
that we did, because the country is a
better place because we recognize pi on
March 11.

So, coming back to the game of Clue,
I think that we have demonstrated
that maybe we weren’t too busy to get
to the resolution of inquiry. Maybe we
weren’t too busy to figure out who put
that offending paragraph in. Maybe we
weren’t too busy to explain to our con-
stituents how folks on Wall Street who
have sucked up billions and billions of
taxpayer dollars that are paid into the
Treasury by hardworking people all
across the country, how through a
drafting, it wasn’t an oversight, some-
body intentionally put it in there, how
they rewarded these people with $173
million of bonuses.

Now, all we want is for people to say,
“I did it, and here is why I did it,” and
then we can move on to do something
else. But to indicate that we are too
busy to get to that question I think is
not okay.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the second issue
that brings me to the floor is last week
and the week before, the country was
rocked with the announcement of the
bankruptcy filing of Chrysler. And a
lot of people deserve credit. The Presi-
dent of the United States deserves
credit. His auto task force deserves
credit. The workers at the Chrysler
plants across the country, the owner-
ship, the employees, the white collar
employees all deserve credit for mak-
ing concessions and attempting to
work it out. The Italian automaker
Fiat had been courted. The President
said, You have 30 days to work out a
deal with Fiat or bad things are going
to happen. Fiat stepped up to the plate.
And 1 week ago Wednesday, and this is
where, really, it is baffling to me, 1
week ago Wednesday, United Auto
Worker members all across the coun-
try, and there are about 38, 39,000 of
them that work for Chrysler, went to
their local union halls to determine
whether or not to ratify an agreement
making these concessions so that the
Chrysler deal could move forward ei-
ther in or out of bankruptcy, and Fiat
could purchase those assets out of
bankruptcy if that is the way it went.

And you may remember that there
were a number of bondholders, people
that held the paper for Chrysler, and
most of them agreed to negotiate what
it is they were owed. There were some
that did not. And so the only route left
was to go into bankruptcy, and Fiat
now will purchase Chrysler’s assets out
of bankruptcy. But all of the auto-
workers that worked for Chrysler went
to the union hall and voted whether or
not to accept these pretty big conces-
sions, and it passed.

As a matter of fact, I have a Chrysler
facility in my district, the 14th Dis-
trict of Ohio. It is the Twinsburg

H5463

stamping plant. And those approxi-
mately 1,200 union workers went to
vote on Wednesday, and 88 percent of
them voted to approve the concessions
that were being asked of them.

And a couple of things. The para-
graph, Mr. Speaker, that is on the easel
now behind me is, if you look at the
agreement reached between the auto-
workers and Chrysler, there was a spe-
cific provision. And as a matter of fact,
the president of local 122 in Twinsburg,
Doug Rice, deserves a lot of credit, be-
cause if you look at the stamping plant
in Twinsburg, what you saw was they
were stamping parts for an assembly
facility in Newark that was not going
to be utilized anymore. So recognizing
that there may be a downturn and that
people may use that downturn as an
excuse to shutter the facility, Doug
Rice specifically negotiated a para-
graph that is labeled, ‘‘Twinsburg
Stamping Plant.” And, Mr. Speaker, 1
will insert page 4 of the UAW agree-
ment into the RECORD.

SOURCING, PRODUCT AND INVESTMENT
COMMITMENTS
SOURCING

The UAW strengthened our involvement in
early product sourcing decisions. Annually,
the company will review its five-year global
assembly and powertrain cycle plan with the
union.

In addition, sourcing-related activities
have been identified in which the UAW will
participate to accomplish early and direct
involvement for our members.

CURRENT AND FUTURE PRODUCT COMMITMENT
AND FUTURE INSOURCING OPPORTUNITIES

The 2007 Product Commitment and Invest-
ment Letter reflects the company’s plans. It
is understood that additional confidential
dialogue has been exchanged with respect to
the favorable effect of a Chrysler/Fiat alli-
ance on Chrysler’s operations. The effect
could result in incremental product loading
in the company’s assembly and powertrain
operations.

UNION INVOLVEMENT AND SUPPLIER RELATIONS

The UAW and Chrysler agree that there are
ways in which a seat supplier and its union
can achieve a competitive labor cost struc-
ture that enables the supplier to provide a
competitive bid to the company.

To advance those opportunities the union
will explore a variety of means to ensure a
competitive, fully fringed labor rate.

During these negotiations the UAW and
Chrysler agreed that a fully fringed labor
rate of $35 per hour for seat assembly when
the work is being done at a supplier is con-
sidered by the company to be competitive.

SUPPLIER MEETINGS

The parties will continue ongoing dialogue
to review the supply base and review oppor-
tunities to improve the company’s supplier
base. Discussions will include the quarterly
Distressed Supplier Roundtable meetings
with senior management from Procurement
and Supply, Union Relations and the Na-
tional Committee, and UAW Chrysler De-
partment leadership.

PRODUCT LOADING REVIEW

The UAW and Chrysler LLC will meet to
review vehicle plans for assembly, stamping,
powertrain and components operations in
the United States, Canada and Mexico. The
meetings also provide an opportunity to dis-
cuss long-term plans for the company.

SOURCING ADDENDUM

As stipulated in the 2007 CBA, the current

Roundtable and Powertrain meetings will
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continue to provide an avenue for union in-
volvement in the Chrysler product decision-
making process.

Roundtable Meeting

The UAW-Chrysler Roundtable Meeting
will continue on an annual basis and will in-
clude comprehensive vehicle plans for the
United States, Canada and Mexico assembly,
stamping, powertrain and components.
Powertrain Meeting

The UAW-Chrysler Powertrain meeting
will continue each year and include a com-
prehensive review of the United States, Can-
ada and Mexico Powertrain Long Range Plan
and Powertrain Plant product loading.

The UAW will continue to participate in
the Product Team Sourcing, Pre-Program
Start and Program Start meetings, giving us
the opportunity to focus on information pro-
vided throughout the Chrysler Development
System process and Supplier Selection Pe-
riod. The National and Local Job Security
Operational Effectiveness and Sourcing Com-
mittees provide an additional avenue for
UAW input on sourcing decisions.

UAW, CHRYSLER AND SUPPLIER PARTNERSHIPS

The company has agreed to a quarterly
meeting between the UAW Vice President
and Director of the UAW Chrysler Depart-
ment and Chrysler Purchasing Directors for
commodities and supplied parts, to foster
partnership between the UAW, Chrysler and
key suppliers.

TWINSBURG STAMPING PLANT

During these discussions the company
agreed to review the long-term utilization
plan for the Twinsburg Stamping Plant and
to share those plans with the UAW. The com-
pany will consider investment costs and cur-
rent market demand in determining the
plant’s suitability for placing non-stamping
work in the facility, at tier-11 rates, to keep
TSP viable.

FIAT INVESTMENT AND PRODUCT COMMITMENT

Your UAW leadership has been in intense
negotiations with representatives of Fiat
and Chrysler over the past several months to
arrive at a partnership arrangement that
will secure Chrysler’s long-term viability. As
a result of these discussions, the term sheet
establishing the Chrysler/Fiat alliance in-
cludes a commitment from Fiat to manufac-
ture a small car in one of Chrysler’s U.S. fa-
cilities.

In addition, Fiat will share key technology
with Chrysler, (such as the 3.0 liter diesel
and 1.4 liter gas engines) and all its product
platforms. This is equivalent to an invest-
ment by Fiat amounting to more than $8 bil-
lion and will create approximately 4,000 new
UAW jobs in the United States.

So this paragraph indicates that dur-
ing these discussions, and this was
Wednesday again when they were asked
to vote on it, Chrysler agreed to review
the long-term utilization plan. The
company will consider investment
costs and current market demand in
determining the plant’s suitability for
placing nonstamping work at the facil-
ity at tier 2 rates to keep the stamping
plant viable. So what the people at 122
think that their president negotiated,
and he did, was a provision that, okay,
we have tough times There in
Twinsburg, but now the company has
agreed that we are going to look at
ways to bring other work to
Twinsburg.

So they went to vote 1 week ago
Wednesday, and 88 percent of local 122
voted to approve the contract. Well,
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then sadly for those folks, the sun
came up 1 week ago Thursday, and my
day was a lot like the day of other
Members of Congress who have Chrys-
ler facilities in their district. The first
thing that happened was that we had a
conference call, if you wanted to par-
ticipate, with President Obama’s auto-
mobile task force. And on the phone
was Ron Bloom, who is the head of it,
Larry Summers, who is the President’s
financial adviser, and maybe a couple
more. And Members of Congress, Gov-
ernors and other people who were in-
terested were in on the call.

The notes that I took contempora-
neously with that telephone call, it
began with, ‘“This is a good day for
Chrysler and the people that work
there.”” They went on to describe how
the bankruptcy was going to work and
basically what I described before, that
because some of these bondholders
wouldn’t come to the table, we had to
go the bankruptcy route, but the good
news was, on the other side, Fiat was
going to purchase Chrysler out of
bankruptcy and we were going to move
on.

I thought I—I know that I understood
that that meant that the plants were
going to stay open. We did hear that
there was going to be some idling,
which they said at 1 o’clock, when you
talk to Chrysler, Chrysler will tell you
what the idling is, but no indication of
plant closures, no indication of job
losses, and so we moved on.

So then at noon, at the White House,
and it is a pretty famous picture now,
the President of the United States,
President Obama, made the announce-
ment at 12 o’clock 1 week ago Thurs-
day about Chrysler. And like many
Americans, and certainly many peobple
who work at Chrysler, this is what the
President of the United States said on
April 30 of this year at the White
House: ‘““No one should be confused
about what a Dbankruptcy process
means. It will not disrupt the lives of
the people who work at Chrysler or live
in communities that depend on it.”

Now, that is a pretty clear observa-
tion. I understood it. And then at 1
o’clock, the former CEO of Chrysler,
Mr. Nardelli, had another conference
call in which anybody who had ques-
tions or wanted to hear from the head
of Chrysler could participate in that
conference call. And you could ask
questions. I asked a question about the
supply chain, would the suppliers be
paid?

The first question during that call
came from the Governor of the State of
Michigan, Mrs. Granholm, and I
thought that she asked a really great
question. She said that when the Presi-
dent made this announcement, he said,
it is a great day, words to that effect,
we are going to be able to save 30,000
jobs. And Governor Granholm asked
Mr. Nardelli, This is great work, nicely
done. We are very proud of you, but I
just want to ask a question. I want to
make sure that when the President of
the United States said 30,000 jobs, he
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wasn’t speaking in code, because there
are about 39,000 people that work for
the Chrysler car company in the
United States of America. And after a
lot of discussion about how many peo-
ple were worldwide and all this other
business, no, the President wasn’t
speaking in code. The jobs are safe. The
plants are safe.

Now, I left that phone call feeling
pretty good. And as a matter of fact, I
called my communications director
and I said, Hey, put out a press release
praising President Obama, praising his
task force, and praising all the people
that made sacrifices at Chrysler, be-
cause this was a pretty good day. No
plants are closing. Nobody is losing
their jobs, and we are going to move
on.

Let me just go back to that phone
call and express the disappointment,
because I know that the folks at Chrys-
ler are under a great deal of pressure
today. But that phone call, when we
got on the phone call, you had to agree
and understand that the phone call was
being taped. And so what I just ref-
erenced about Governor Granholm
would have been tape-recorded on that
telephone call.

We also had a Democratic Member of
Congress on the phone from Wisconsin,
and it was Representative GWEN MOORE
of Milwaukee. She asked directly about
the future of the Kenosha, Wisconsin,
engine plant which employs 800 people.
But for some reason, and Mr. Nardelli
now says that he made a mistake and
he confused Kenosha with another
plant in Trenton, but in responding to
Congresswoman MOORE, he said, I mis-
takenly conveyed the status of the
Phoenix investment in Trenton, Michi-
gan. It is not even in the same State. I
thought Trenton was in Wisconsin. So
you have got Kenosha, Wisconsin, and
you got Trenton, Michigan.

The facts that I described were accu-
rate, and he basically told Congress-
woman MOORE they loved the plant, ev-
erything was good, everything was
going to be okay. And like my folks in
Twinsburg, Ohio, I assumed that the
800 autoworkers in Kenosha, Wisconsin,
that went to the ballot box to deter-
mine whether or not they would volun-
tarily reduce their compensation and
benefits thought that meant they
would continue to have jobs.
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But that turned out not to be the
case. Later that afternoon, buried in
the voluminous bankruptcy filing by
Chrysler, which was anticipated, was
the fact that the first five, and then
erstwhile reporters dug out eight
Chrysler plants across the country
were scheduled to be closed on a sliding
schedule. In the case of Twinsburg in
2010, and roughly 9,000 auto workers
who worked for Chrysler were going to
be out of jobs and their plants were
going to be closed.

Imagine my surprise, among other
people, and the fellow from Chrysler
called and apologized. He said, We are
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sorry to have communicated that in
that way. We wish we could have done
it in another way.

I said, Listen, who knew that these
plants were going to be closed? If you
were an auto worker in Twinsburg,
Ohio, why would you vote for a con-
tract that meant you wouldn’t have a
job? Why would you vote for a contract
that meant that you weren’t going to
have a job any more? It didn’t make
sense.

Although the apologies are nice, we
have a situation where 39,000 auto
workers went into the ballot box be-
lieving that by approving this new con-
tract and these concessions, they were
going to save the company and they
were going to save their jobs.

So I issued a second release saying
that is not what I heard on the con-
ference calls, it is not what I heard
from Chrysler, it is not what I heard
from the President’s Auto Task Force,
and it is not what I heard the President
of the United States say on Thursday.

Well, the first response to my local
newspaper, Cleveland Plain Dealer, was
that I was confused. And so I imme-
diately went out and I bought one of
those new Miracle Ears, and I now have
the Miracle Ear so I can understand
things a little more clearly than I did
before. But I began checking with
other people on the call, and their
recollections were the same as mine.

I called Chrysler and said, You know
what, I don’t think I misunderstood,
but I know this telephone call was
taped because your contractor said at
the beginning of the call the call is
going to be taped, and if you don’t
want to be on a taped call, hang up and
don’t participate in the call.

I said to really prove this, Why don’t
you just give me the tape. And then I
said, Well, okay, not the tape, give me
the transcript.

They called back. They said there is
a transcript; the lawyers have to figure
out whether or not you can have the
transcript. This was last Wednesday.
And today, I got kind of a terse letter
that has a question that was asked by
a representative of my Governor, Gov-
ernor Strickland, on the phone call,
and they have been kind enough to give
me those two paragraphs, but no tran-
script, no observations, no words that I
know that they have that were spoken
by Governor Granholm, no words that
were spoken by Representative GWEN
MOORE of Wisconsin either.

So I have to tell you, it is a difficult
conversation that we are having.

The mayor of Twinsburg, Kathy
Procop, who is a wonderful mayor, sent
Mr. Bloom, the head of the President’s
Auto Task Force, a note; and I have to
tell you, he was very prompt in re-
sponding to her on May 6 and basically
she was saying, I don’t understand. I
don’t understand how we went from
Twinsburg is open and people popping
champagne corks celebrating to
Twinsburg is now closed. So Mr. Bloom
in the operative section of the letter,
which is the second full paragraph,
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writes: While the original February 17
plan submitted by Chrysler was not
deemed viable by the task force, the
more recently proposed Fiat-Chrysler
alliance plan has been approved. This
plan included the same plant closure
schedule as the one originally proposed
by Chrysler, and the President’s com-
ments were meant to convey the mes-
sage that the bankruptcy of Chrysler
had in no way changed these plans.

So when the President spoke at noon
a week ago Thursday and said no one
should be confused about a bankruptcy
or what the process means, it will not
disrupt the lives of people who work at
Chrysler or live in communities who
depend on it, it is kind of like in base-
ball where they put an asterisk next to
the record, that ‘“‘except.” I mean, it
would have been a simple thing for him
to g0 on to say except for the eight
plants that have been identified but
not revealed to anybody in the Feb-
ruary 17 plan which we rejected. Then
everybody would have understood. Ev-
erybody would have known.

But when the leader of the Free
World stands up and says, It is not
going to disrupt the lives of people who
work for Chrysler or the communities
that depend on it, I can just tell you,
Mr. Speaker, that 1,200 people work at
the Twinsburg stamping plant. It is
disrupting every one of their lives. And
the city of Twinsburg, where it is lo-
cated, the Chrysler plant is 13 percent
of their tax base. And it is clearly not
only the pain of individual families and
individual employees, but it is clearly
going to affect the schools, the police
department, the fire service, the gar-
bage pickup. So I have trouble accept-
ing this paragraph from Mr. Bloom
that the President was just saying, Lis-
ten, no lives are going to be disrupted
unless we have already determined you
are going to get the ax.

The problem with that is they all
point to this document that was re-
jected by the President’s Auto Task
Force that was filed on February 17.
The problem with that argument, and
when people were saying I was con-
fused, it was a simple misunder-
standing, we went out and I read and
my staff read the agreement, or the
proposal, that was filed by Chrysler on
February 17 that was rejected.

Nowhere in this document, nowhere
in the 177 pages is there any indication
that the stamping plant in Twinsburg
was going to be closed; that the plant
in Kenosha was going to be closed; that
the plant in Fenton, Missouri, was
going to be closed; that the plant in
Sterling Heights, Michigan, was going
to be closed.

So I guess when people say that the
workers who voted for the contract and
then were told the next day that they
were going to lose their jobs should
have known, the only way they could
have known, because everybody says
we didn’t make it public, we couldn’t
make it public, the only people who
would have known are people with
ESP, people who can read the minds of
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the President’s task force and the
minds of people at Chrysler, because
clearly nobody else could have con-
templated that these 9,000 people who
voted in good faith to ratify a contract
that reduced their benefits, reduced
their pay, could have said, Listen, I'm
voting to end my job. As a matter of
fact, the president of Local 122 who I
mentioned earlier, Mr. Rice, will be
here this week. But in conversations
with me on the telephone he said,
Look, we are shocked. I specifically ne-
gotiated this paragraph into the UAW-
Chrysler agreement that said that we
were going to bring more work to
Twinsburg. So to go from voting for an
agreement that you think will not only
preserve your job, and you are getting
additional work, to not having a job, I
don’t understand why people are sur-
prised that people are surprised.

So, clearly, Mr. Speaker, we have a
problem. So in the spirit of the theme,
since we have almost concluded The
Case of the Hidden Hand as to how the
AIG bonuses got into the stimulus
package, we have developed Clue, The
Travel Edition. And this is one that
you can play in a car with your kids. It
is called The Travel Edition because we
are talking about Chrysler. In this case
we don’t have a pen. The perpetrator
didn’t alter the stimulus package with
a pen. Instead, he or she used an ax.
They basically used that ax to stop the
employment of 9,000 people who work
in this country making automobiles.

And as you see around the edge, of
course in the top right you recognize
the President of the United States,
President Obama; and his economic ad-
viser, Mr. Lawrence Summers; Robert
Nardelli, the former CEO of Chrysler;
Mr. Geithner, the Secretary of the
Treasury; and Ron Bloom who was the
head of President’s task force. I also,
just for the benefit of the Speaker, I
put a picture of President George W.
Bush up there, and you may ask why
did I put President Bush up there, and
I would just tell you there are some
people in this country who blame
President Bush for everything, and so
we wanted to make sure that we had
him as a potential suspect.

But, again, in this group, and I really
don’t think it was the President of the
United States, President Obama, but in
this group between the President’s
Automobile Task Force and Mr.
Nardelli and others at Chrysler, some-
body knew, and I would suggest more
than somebody knew, that the bank-
ruptcy filing which was going to be
filed a week ago Thursday afternoon
had a provision in it to cease the liveli-
hood over time of eight Chrysler plants
employing about 9,000 people. The only
problem with that is they forgot to tell
the 9,000 people. They forgot to tell the
people who were thinking that they
were being good employees, good
Americans, and agreeing voluntarily to
a reduction in the amount of money
they make, but the trade-off was
Chrysler was going to survive and they
would have jobs.
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So hopefully at the 4 p.m. meeting
tomorrow with the Department of the
Treasury, we will solve the Case of the
Hidden Hand and figure out how the
AIG bonuses were protected. We now
embark on a new mission, and that is
where, we go the ax, we got the weapon
out of the way, we just need to identify
what room it took place in and which
one of these gentlemen, and I would re-
move the 43rd and 44th President of the
United States who knew, and why
didn’t you tell anybody? And why did
you let 9,000 people vote to end their
jobs?

Now, we are going to continue to ask
Chrysler for a copy of that telephone
call from 1 p.m. in the afternoon. We
are going to, if necessary, file another
resolution of inquiry directed at the
White House. But we will, I think, get
to the bottom of this.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I know, sadly,
that what we will hear is, Let’s look
forward; let’s talk about rebuilding.
Let’s talk about doing wonderful
things.

But before you can look forward, you
need to look back and you need to find
out what happened to these 9,000 hard-
working Americans that have manufac-
tured American-made cars in some
cases for many, many years.

But I fear based upon our debate on
energy prices and gasoline prices last
summer, and based upon our experience
with the AIG bonuses this year, that
we will again be told we are too busy.
We have post offices to name. We have
to honor pi, 3.14, the mathematical for-
mula.

This is my last chart and the last ob-
servations I will make. This chart indi-
cates the number of people who work
for Chrysler who have lost their jobs
from January 12 of this year to this
week.

And so in January, 4,000 people at
Chrysler lost their jobs. Again, rather
than figuring this thing out, we passed
a resolution here in the House of Rep-
resentatives honoring the life of Clai-
borne Pell who was a wonderful and
great former United States Senator;
but we didn’t talk about Chrysler.

Then in February, and by then about
9,600 people from Chrysler have lost
their jobs. And for a reprise, a surprise
revisit, we again, because the Senate
apparently didn’t take it up last year,
we again passed supporting the goals
and ideals of national teen dating. So
while people are losing their jobs at
Chrysler by the thousands, at least
teen dating has been covered here in
the Congress.

We get to the middle of March, and
you are now up to about 11,000 people
at Chrysler have lost their jobs all
across the country, and the Monkey
Safety Act makes a return appearance.
This time there was a tragic accident
where a pet monkey attacked a woman
and really injured her, and so I don’t
make light of the fact that she will
need serious medical attention and the
Monkey Act is probably a decent piece
of legislation, but when you have 11,000
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Chrysler workers out of work, what are
we doing passing the Monkey Safety
Act again?
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In April, we got up to about 13,000
jobs, and, you know, we’ll do some-
thing for Chrysler, but the Great Cats
and Rare Canids Act comes back to the
floor. And, again, when 13,000 people
are out of work, we talk about cats and
dogs.

But then it gets up to 16,000, and, you
know, just like with gas prices, just
like with the AIG bonuses, I know that
the United States Congress will not sit
still while 16,000 of their countrymen
have lost their jobs. But the most im-
portant piece of legislation that the
majority can schedule on the day that
16,000 people were now unemployed at
Chrysler, we awarded a Gold Medal to
Arnold Palmer, the golfer. Now, I think
Arnold Palmer is a great American. 1
think Arnold Palmer deserved the Gold
Medal. I don’t know, when you have
16,000 Chrysler workers out of work,
why that’s the most important issue
that the majority can bring to the
table.

And now this week, that number is
up to 18,000. That 18,000 does not in-
clude the 9,000 people that voted the
other day to terminate their jobs. But,
again, we have a repeat, 18,000 people
at Chrysler out of work, and the most
important issue on the House floor, Na-
tional Train Day.

Madam Speaker, we are not too busy
to do this, as these charts clearly indi-
cate, and the 9,000 workers and the peo-
ple in communities all across America
that will now see their tax bases de-
crease, people out of work, deserve to
know which one of these gentlemen, or
do we have to add another suspect,
which one of these gentlemen knew, as
they sent those people into the polling
place to approve a concession contract,
which one of these people knew that
they were going to terminate their
jobs, close their plants, and decimate
their communities.

So, Madam Speaker, I look forward
to returning to another day and con-
tinuing the adventure of Clue, the
Travel Edition. I thank the Speaker for
her courtesy.

———

THE 30-SOMETHING WORKING
GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
DAHLKEMPER). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2009, the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN) is rec-
ognized for half the time until mid-
night.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, 1
appreciate the opportunity, and it’s al-
ways a pleasure to follow my good
friend from northeast Ohio (Mr.
LATOURETTE), who is not only a good
advocate, I think, for his congressional
district but also a very good friend and
a fellow Lebron James fan. So we want
to congratulate the Cavaliers, and I
want to thank Mr. LATOURETTE.

May 12, 2009

Madam Speaker, we are representing
the 30-Something Group here tonight, a
group that was started several years
ago by then Minority Leader NANCY
PELOSI when the Democrats were in the
minority, and we were talking about
issues that were facing the men and
women of this country in their thirties
and began to frame some of the Repub-
lican agenda at that point as it af-
fected the 30-somethings and also used
it as an opportunity to talk about the
young people in this country, how the
decisions that were being made by
then—the then Bush administration
would not only have a short-term ef-
fect on the young people of our country
but also have long-term consequences.
And unfortunately today, Madam
Speaker, we are dealing with many of
those consequences that were laid at
the plate of now President Obama, laid
at the plate of the now Democratic
Congress and, quite frankly, laid at the
plate of the American people.

So as we speak here tonight, and I
will be joined later by Congressman
BoccieERl and Congressman ALTMIRE,
we’re going to discuss where we are
today in our country and in our con-
gressional districts and also some of
the approaches that we need to make
over the course of the next several
months and over the course of the next
several years.

I represent a district, Madam Speak-
er, that 1is just south of Mr.
LATOURETTE’s district. I represent
AKkron, Youngstown, Warren, Niles, and
the Mahoning Valley. And over the
course of the last several months and
over the course of the last year, for ex-
ample, in Trumbull County, our unem-
ployment rate has doubled. And this
has not been just a short-term prob-
lem; this has been a 30-year problem
that our communities have been deal-
ing with. And if you look and you see
what has happened in communities like
ours where companies, longtime com-
panies in this country like Delphi, like
General Motors, steel mills like WCI
are near closure. We have Delphi retir-
ees who are both salaried and union
who are now joining together to figure
out what they’re going to do with their
families, what they’re going to do with
their kids, their house payment, their
mortgages, their college tuition that
they have to pay, their daughters’ wed-
dings that they have to pay for, over
the course of the next several weeks,
months, and years. So, Madam Speak-
er, we need a strong agenda here in
Congress and a strong agenda coming
from the President as to what exactly
we are going to be able to do.

Madam Speaker, the President has
approached this, I think, in a very
comprehensive way, and the Congress
and Speaker PELOSI and Senator REID
have approached this in a very com-
prehensive way. We are trying to ad-
dress this on all fronts. We are dealing
with a credit crisis. We are dealing
with a manufacturing crisis. We are
dealing with a foreclosure crisis. We
are dealing with home equity problems.



May 12, 2009

We are dealing with lost wages. We are
dealing with all of these issues all at
the same time. So, Madam Speaker, we
see the President of the United States
has taken a comprehensive approach,
and I think it’s been a good one.

Now, on the backs of 8 years of the
Bush administration, some people say,
you know, we shouldn’t go back and we
shouldn’t talk about the past, that we
should just move on. But we are get-
ting criticized on our side of the aisle
for the decisions that we have made
based on the problems that were left
for us to deal with, and the criticism is
coming from the same group of people
who put us in the exact same position
that we are in and then criticize the so-
lutions that we are presenting because
those solutions in some way may be
different than the philosophies that got
us to where we are. So tonight, Madam
Speaker, we are going to talk about
some of those solutions.

Now, recently in Congress we have
done a couple of different things. We
have passed the supplemental appro-
priations bill to deal with some of the
defense concerns. But I think more im-
portantly one of the things that we
have done, one of the first things that
President Obama pushed for over the
course of the first few days in office
and between the time he got elected to
the time he got sworn in, is the Amer-
ican Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
So, Madam Speaker, although the sup-
plemental is not passed and signed into
law, it is on its way and it does reflect,
I think, the priorities of not only this
administration but the priorities of the
Congress.

So let’s look at how things are dif-
ferent. Over the 8 years of the Bush ad-
ministration, we saw the wealthiest in
our country get tax cuts. We saw the
wealthiest in our country, the top 1
percent, gain all of the income. And
it’s interesting if you look, and I think
it goes back to 1990, and it may be 1980,
but I think it was 1990, since 1990 where
80 percent of the income growth went
to the top 10 percent of the people in
this country.

0 2210

And since 2000, 90 percent of all in-
come growth went to the top 10 percent
of the people in this country. And that
means that the middle class has been
squeezed. So they are not getting the
income growth, their energy costs are
going up, gas was $4 a gallon, health
care costs were going up by 15 percent.
The Congress and the President both,
both controlled by the Republican
Party, had a very laissez faire attitude,
not only for the economy, but for ev-
erything, that the government had no
role, and it should be parsed off and
given to the highest bidder.

And that’s what happened in the war
in Iraq, that’s what happened with
health care. And I think it’s important
for us to remember as we are dealing in
these difficult economic times, as ten-
sions are being wiped out, as 401(k)s are
being halved, that it was the Repub-
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lican Party who stood on this floor and
wanted to privatize Social Security.

The only thing that many peobple
have left is Social Security. And can
you imagine if our friends on the other
side had the opportunity to take the
Social Security system and put it into
the stock market, where this country
would be. Imagine where our retirees
would be, imagine where our grand-
parents would be, imagine where our
parents would be, and imagine where
this country would be if we had to bail
out the Social Security system in this
country.

And so when we are receiving criti-
cism for what we are trying to do, I
think it’s important for the American
people to remember the big picture and
to remember how we got here and to
remember that there are two different
governing philosophies in this country.
And one of the philosophies, as sad as
it is to say, Madam Speaker, got us to
the position we are in. And we are
going to move on, and we are going to
talk about our response to this.

But it is critical for everyone to rec-
ognize and everyone to know that the
Republican, conservative, extreme
right-wing agenda was implemented in
the United States of America. From
the year 2000 to the year 2006, they con-
trolled every branch of government:
the House, the Senate, the White
House, the Supreme Court. Many of the
State legislatures, like the ones that
Congressman BOCCIERI and I come from
in Ohio, all were controlled by Repub-
licans.

So they implemented their agenda.
They implemented Chicago-style eco-
nomics. They implemented the shock
doctrine. They implemented supply-
side economics. And, today, because of
a lack of regulation, because Wall
Street was run like the wild, wild west,
because there were no cops on the beat,
here we are today, billions of dollars in
debt, borrowing the money from China,
a middle class getting squeezed, energy
costs going up, increased reliance on
the Middle East for our energy, health
care costs going up, insurance compa-
nies hiring more people and knocking
more people off the rolls, any kind of
income growth in our country going to
the top 10 percent of our people, where
everybody else is left behind, school
funding problems all over the country,
mental health issues, soldiers coming
back with PTSD not getting the proper
treatment. Walter Reed was falling
apart, and on and on and on. So the
issues that President Obama is dealing
with today and the Democratic Con-
gress were issues that were laid on this
table left for us to try to deal with.

And so President Obama came with a
plan, a stimulus plan, because there
was a $3 trillion hole, gap in our econ-
omy. And all the economists were tell-
ing us that we had to somehow fill this
hole or we would have a continual slide
for our country.

And so President Obama, his econo-
mists, JOHN MCCAIN’s economists, on
both sides of the aisle, we are in agree-
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ment that we needed to do something.
We needed a stimulus package.

And the stimulus package was going
to be something different that Wash-
ington hadn’t seen for a long, long
time. This stimulus package was going
to go to the middle class. It was going
to go for those programs that were
going to lift people up, where the mid-
dle class would be able to spend money
and fill this hole. We were going to in-
vest in education. We were going to in-
vest in energy research. We were going
to fund NIH, National Institutes of
Health, so that we could increase can-
cer research.

And now all over the country we have
Relay for Lives, all over the country,
my congressional district, and I am
sure yours, where thousands and thou-
sands and thousands of people are
walking for a day, at night and through
the night for 24 hours straight to raise
money for cancer research. It was
President Obama’s stimulus package
that increased funding for cancer re-
search, because it was a national pri-
ority. And we can talk about a lot of
the different investments in the re-
search and into energy research,
weatherization, tax cuts for 95 percent
of the American people.

But I just want to talk for a second
about the investments that he made in
education. Because there is no greater
investment we could make in this
country than to invest in the young
people in our country and to make sure
that they get the kind of education
that they need, that they deserve, be-
cause they are the next leaders that
will be in this body. They are the next
teachers. They are the next astronauts,
the next scientists that are going to
keep America strong in the future.

And so the difference in priorities
from the last administration to Presi-
dent Obama can be summed up, and
there are a lot of different examples,
but I think they could be summed up in
this, a $2,500 opportunity tax credit to
go to college, where the same parents
that we had, growing up, middle class,
northeast Ohio, Italian, were working
hard to send their kids to school, and
that was the number one priority. And
President Obama recognizes that and
makes sure that that tax credit was in
this stimulus bill.

And he made sure that there was an
increase in the Pell Grant so that peo-
ple could get grant money to go to
school and then stood up at that po-
dium and challenged the American peo-
ple, all of us, to go one more year to
school and contribute, that it was in
the national interest for that to hap-
pen. This is a much different approach
than President Bush saying after 9/11
the greatest thing you can do for this
country is to go shopping. That is a
tremendous difference in leadership
styles, and, I think, approaches.

And I think the focus on education,
as we will continue to talk about it
through the next hour, I think is some-
thing that is very critical. I think this
is the first time we have shared the
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floor together. Congressman BOCCIERI
and I started our careers together, I
want to say a long time ago, but it
wasn’t that long ago.

So I yield to my friend.

Mr. BOCCIERI. Congressman RYAN,
thank you for allowing me to be a part
of this discussion, and the zeal and the
passion that you display on this House
floor I remember watching a few years
ago when I was serving in the legisla-
ture. Congressman RYAN and I both
came up through the legislature in
Ohio, and he cut his teeth earlier in the
Congress.

And it’s an honor to be here with you
today. Because we do share the same
vision about what it’s going to take to
move our State and, more importantly,
our country forward. And Congressman
RYAN and I have similar backgrounds. I
hail from a working-class family. My
grandparents were coal miners, car-
penters and steel workers. My parents
were one of the first in their families
to go to college, respectively, and two
successful brothers, one is a phar-
macist and a chemist, and the other is
working in the military and working in
the defense industry.
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I can tell you that my family is not
unlike thousands, perhaps millions
across this country, Congressman

RYAN, who worked hard, played by the
rules, punched the time clock, went to
work every day, carried that lunch
pail, because they believed in America,
they believed in the spirit of America;
that when you work hard, you play by
the rules, you give back to your coun-
try and your community, that America
is a place where your hopes and dreams
and desires can be fulfilled.

More than ever, we find that that
dream of that American spirit is being
challenged—challenged by some of the
decisions of previous administrations,
challenged by the fact that we have got
to put our own house in order and move
our country forward and invest in
things that really matter—invest in
our greatest asset, which is our people.
And, as Congressman RYAN has so elo-
quently said many, many times on this
House floor, that we have an oppor-
tunity to change the direction of this
country and move it in a direction and
trajectory that is going to be about
prosperity and sharing the ideals and
values that brought my grandparents
from a country so far away to settle
here on the shores of America because
they believed in this experiment in de-
mocracy, and that was where hopes and
dreams could be realized.

Now I tell you this because in the
spirit of our discussion tonight we’re
going to talk about some of our prob-
lems, but we’re going to talk about so-
lutions, more importantly.

We’re going to talk about the fact
that Ohio has been hemorrhaging with
manufacturing job loss. In fact, in 2008
alone, the United States itself lost
149,000 manufacturing jobs, and many
of those jobs, as Congressman RYAN
had said, were from Ohio.
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Ohio is a place where we built things.
We helped build America. Some of the
great thinkers of our country hailed
from Ohio—innovators like Thomas
Edison and a variety of astronauts like
John Glenn. We had success stories
across the board because we had such
diversity.

He comes from an Irish and Slovak
background. And I have great respect
for the Irish because I married one. But
I have to tell you that Ohio is not un-
like many States in the heartland of
America that have experienced such
job loss, such movement of manufac-
turer’s jobs out of this country—and
because of some of the policies that we
have enacted here in Congress.

Now you have spoken often and loud-
ly about the fact that we need a manu-
facturing policy in this country that
protects jobs, that protects innovators,
and that protects people who want to
build and start their own business. But
what we have seen is a whole host of
failed policies that have allowed our
jobs to move overseas.

Now I tell the American people here
tonight that America cannot sustain
itself by being movers of wealth. We
have to produce wealth in this country.
We have to build things—like we have
always done.

And I heard on some of our district
work periods about, Why are we giving
loans to the automotive industry?
Well, let’s be clear about this. Are we
going to depend on Fiat to build our
tanks and weapons that we need to de-
fend this country if we were ever at-
tacked? Are we going to depend on
some other foreign-owned or foreign-
born company to produce the things
that we’re going to need to defend our
country?

It is important that we maintain the
Big Three, not only as a matter of our
economic security, but our national se-
curity. And the supply lines that go
into the Big Three through Ohio and
into Michigan and from Pennsylvania,
the heartland of our country, we have
got to be the producers of wealth, not
just the movers of wealth. And that is
why this Congress moved to protect
and defend American jobs and Amer-
ican security, Congressman RYAN. And
I was proud to support some of those
initiatives because we cannot tolerate
policy that is going to make our coun-
try weaker.

I hear oftentimes that if we could
only just be like countries like China,
or just be like countries like India.
Now as an Air Force air crew and pilot,
I have been over the world. It only
takes one trip outside the borders of
our country to understand how good we
have it. We have a robust economy. We
have a workforce that works hard. It is
unmatched and unparalleled in the rest
of the world, in my opinion. And we
have a country that sustained itself
throughout generations because we in-
vested in our people—our greatest
asset.

But when we allow jobs to pack up
and move overseas, when we allow a
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little bit of who we are—the identity
that has created America—to slip away
by allowing those jobs, and those man-
ufacturing jobs in particular to leave
our country, we are making America
weaker and not stronger.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Will the gen-
tleman yield?

Mr. BOCCIERI. Absolutely.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I think coming
from our area—and you can go to Wis-
consin, you can go to Indiana, you can
go to Pennsylvania—you can go all
throughout the industrial Midwest and
you read statistics that say, Hey, for
every manufacturing job, there are five
spinoff jobs, and for every service job,
there’s two spinoff jobs.

So if you go to get a massage, you
have the masseuse and then you have
somebody that’s going to wash your
feet and put a warm towel around your
neck or clean the towels. If you have a
manufacturing job where you’re work-
ing in a car plant, you have the sup-
pliers of that and the people around the
one manufacturing job that support it.

I read this a lot in economics classes
and everything else, but it hit me a few
months ago when we lost a third and
then a second shift at a General Motors
plant in Lordstown, because they said
that the second shift was going to go,
and then about a couple of days later
the local seat manufacturer—the sec-
ond shift was maybe 800 or 900 people.

A couple days later, the seat manu-
facturer laid off a couple hundred.
Then, a couple days later, the logistics
company that did all the logistics for
coming in and out of the General Mo-
tors plant laid off another hundred peo-
ple. Just the spinoff.

So when we say we need to make
things in the United States, it’s impor-
tant to recognize the ripple effect. Ross
Perot said in the early campaign in the
early nineties, You can’t run an econ-
omy on back rubs. You just can’t do it.

That’s something that I think we’re
staring right in the eye. If you look at
the history of the world with the Dutch
and the Spaniards and the Brits, when
20 to 25 percent of their GDP became fi-
nance, that was the beginning of the
end for those countries. Because, like
you said when you first started, all you
start doing is moving money around.
You’re not making anything. You're
not adding value to a product. And you
start these Ponzi schemes like we just
ended up having here in the United
States.

So I think it’s important that we do
focus on this manufacturing policy.

I yield back.

Mr. BOCCIERI. The gentleman from
Ohio could not be more correct in his
assertion that we have got to focus on
producing things in this country. I
don’t know about you, Congressman
RYAN, but I have heard you speak
many times, eloquently at that, be-
cause we cannot have this race to the
bottom.

I hear many people say, If we were
just like China, like India, in terms
of—our standard of living is much
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higher than countries like China and
India. Why would we ever want to have
a race to the bottom? Let’s embolden
them and bring them up so we can have
an equal transfer of goods and services
and products that are going to make
both of our countries stronger. That’s
what we need to enact in trade policies
right here on this floor and make sure
that our trade policies are in concert
with making a manufacturing sector of
our economy robust.

I don’t know if you know this, but
two-thirds of our outsourced jobs in
the United States have come from our
manufacturing sector. Two-thirds.
Two-thirds.

We’re in a dangerous position right
now with respect to what we’re doing
with our military-industrial complex.
We cannot continue to allow those
manufacturing jobs to leave our coun-
try if we don’t protect and defend the
economic security and the national se-
curity of our country by producing
things right here. I know that you have
fought hard for a ©policy that
emboldens.

You know, Ohio has been bleeding
factory jobs. More than 257,000 factory
positions have evaporated since the be-
ginning of 2000; 257,000 families have
been handed pink slips and notices that
their jobs are going to be leaving the
country. I think that we have got to do
a better job, Congressman RYAN.

I want to work with you on this
House floor to come up with real solu-
tions; tangible solutions that are going
to protect our workers and protect our
national security.

I know that you and I have been
championing many of the things that
are going to make our country strong-
er—research and development tax cred-
its, making sure that we do research
here in America.

When I was in the State legislature
with you, we talked about the fact that
for every $1 that the State of Ohio
spends, we can leverage $10 from the
Federal Government to help spur inno-
vation and entrepreneurialship and the
intuitiveness that’s going to help cre-
ate and produce the minds that are
going to produce the cures to cancer.
They’re going to produce the new en-
ergy sectors for our economy in years
to come. It’s this type of research, it’s
this type of investment that is going to
make our country stronger.
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Now I'm a freshman Congressman.
You’ve been here for several terms.
When I was going through my orienta-
tion this year at the John F. Kennedy
School of Public Policy, they were tell-
ing us that only 16 percent of what we
spend in this country is for investment
back into the country, 16 percent.

Now our 16 percent is much larger
than most countries because of our
economic prowess. But at the end of
the day, 16 percent is far too little to
sustain us for years to come.

I know you’ve championed that at
your local universities, and I'm going
to talk about some of mine.
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Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Well, we need it I
think from the perspective of investing
in research and development, but I
want to go back to the point you were
making about the defense industrial
base that we have.

Right outside your district and in my
district is Goodyear. Goodyear is the
last American tire manufacturer in the
United States, and there’s a huge
movement within the city of Akron,
within Summit County, State of Ohio,
Federal officials to keep Goodyear’s
headquarters in Akron.

One of the problems is—and Good-
year is actually doing fairly well now—
trying to get Goodyear, the only Amer-
ican tire manufacturer, to be a supplier
of military tires. I mean, it’s like
you’ve got to beg people at the Pen-
tagon to have Goodyear supply. It’s
hard to get them as a second source
sometimes, to back up Michelin, who is
a French company.

Now I was against the war. I thought
it was one of the worst geopolitical de-
cisions in the history of our country,
and we are going to pay for it for
many, many years to come.

But when our country goes to war,
you’d better be able to supply our own
military. And we are getting dan-
gerously close to losing our defense in-
dustrial base in this country. It’s tires.
And we have the same issue with RTI,
a titanium company in our region,
both in your district and in mine.
There used to be 10 titanium companies
in the United States. Now there’s two,
and one of them 1is in Niles in
Weathersfield Township and one of
them is in Canton I think.

And the problem is, there’s an
amendment called the Berry amend-
ment, which says the military has to
buy their specialty metals from Amer-
ican companies. But there’s a waiver,
and there’s this process that always
gets waived. So the RTIs of the world
have to struggle to get military spend-
ing to go to their companies.

So it went from 10 titanium compa-
nies to two.

We’'re getting dangerously close to
not being able to supply our own mili-
tary because the titanium comes from
Russia, our tires are coming from
France. This is getting dangerous here.

We’ve got to be very, very careful
with that. And I think part of it is the
investment, what we did in the stim-
ulus package with transportation, in-
frastructure, research to rebuild the
country in many, many ways.

But if we don’t have that defense in-
dustrial base, it’s going to put us in a
real predicament to try to supply our
own military.

I yield back to my friend.

Mr. BOCCIERI. Congressman RYAN,
you bring up several valid points. And
the question is—and I'm sure the
American people out there listening to
us tonight, our 30-something group
here, they’re asking, So what do we do?
What can we do to make certain that
we are the producers of wealth and not
just the movers of wealth?
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Well, you and I have championed leg-
islation that is going to invest di-
rectly, as I said earlier, into our great-
est asset.

When we center our centers of excel-
lence and pin them down with research
and development, our universities and
the great research that we’re doing in
Ohio is tremendous.

I mean, in my district alone, the
Rolls-Royce company is actually re-
searching fuel cell technology at Stark
State Community College. We also
have the EPO Group that’s researching
plug-in hybrids. And at the Ohio State
Agriculture Research and Development
Center in Wayne County, they’re actu-
ally researching anaerobic digesters to
use as energy, compressed natural gas.
They are actually selling this gas back
to the grid. This is the type of research
that we need to champion and hone
around our centers of excellence.

Not only are we going to use tax-
payer dollars to create the next
innovators and the great thinkers from
Ohio, but we’re going to help create a
sustainable industry around these dif-
ferent types of investments.

If we invest in our greatest asset, our
people, we can help spur the innovation
that has helped put Ohio on the map.

I'm going to read a list here of some
of the great innovators that have come
from our State. Charles Kettering who
was the inventor of the first electronic
starter motor ignition system. Jim
Spangler invented the portable elec-
tronic vacuum cleaner. And we all
know about Thomas Alva Edison who
was a prolific inventor and certainly
helped with the incandescent lightbulb.
Lester Pelton invented a type of free-
jet water turbine and was from
Vermilion.

These are the type of innovators that
if we invest in our higher education, in
our institutions of higher Ilearning,
Congressman RYAN, we’re going to
have the next viable industry. And
hopefully that will be a green energy
industry that will blanket northeast
Ohio.

From Cleveland to Canton, from Can-
ton to Youngstown, we have a triangle
of success, and we have the oppor-
tunity to invest in things that are
going to put our State forward.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. If you look at the
difference between the past philosophy
that got us here where if you cut taxes
for the top 1 percent and hope they
maybe invest into whatever it is that
they invest in, and it hopefully will
trickle down to the middle class, cut
research funding, fail to invest into
higher education, fail to invest into re-
search, fail to invest into health care
research, health care technology, you
get what we’ve got. And you end up
where we are.

But if you look at the dramatic
change in the stimulus package—and
we can go through the whole thing. For
example, increases in NIH and all the
different energy research, weatheriza-
tion to try to create markets for all
these new alternative energy projects,
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$7.2 billion to increase broadband ac-
cess in usage to unserved and under-
served areas of the Nation, which will
better position us for economic growth
so that all of our kids, not just the
ones that happen to be in a nice school
district where there’s a good property
tax base, and they have good schools
and good jobs, but all our kids can have
access to the Internet, and all commu-
nities could access broadband, and all
hospitals could be plugged into this.

If you look at the billion dollars for
prevention and wellness programs, $10
billion to conduct biomedical research
for cancer, Alzheimer’s, heart disease,
stem cells, to improve NIH facilities, if
you have a family member who has
cancer, Alzheimer’s, MS, Lou Gehrig’s
disease, ALS—they’'re on the Hill
today—this President and this Con-
gress are backing you up.

We’re saying, this is a priority. Your
family members being sick and the
government not putting in the proper
resources to do the investment is
wrong.

President Obama came in and said,
We’re going to put science back on the
table, and 70 to 80 percent of the Amer-
ican people agree.

And that creates jobs at the Cleve-
land Clinic, at the University of Pitts-
burgh Medical Center, in the Stark
County hospitals, Summit County hos-
pitals, hospitals in Youngstown, all of
the information technology to make
sure that our doctors and nurses and
health care technicians aren’t making
mistakes so that people who go to the
hospital don’t get hurt because of
miscommunications.

This President and this Congress are
saying, We’ve got your back. We're
going to make these investments. You
can’t have a strong country and just
wish and hope it may happen.

There are very strategic investments
that were made in the stimulus pack-
age. And I love some of these people
saying, Yeah, but it’s one-time money.
Well, how about no-time money? No-
time money means a bunch of teachers
get laid off. That’s what no-time
money means. And in our State, some
of the Republicans are telling Governor
Strickland, you know, this is one-time
money. What are you going to do next
year? Well, we’ve got to deal with this
year.
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And we are plugging holes, and we
are making sure we are not laying peo-
ple off, at least as many as we can, pre-
vent as many layoffs as we can. And we
have infrastructure money that Presi-
dent Obama made sure was included in
here, $2 billion in grant funding for the
manufacturing of advanced batteries.

We are now ceding the battery indus-
try to China. President Obama, Speak-
er PELOSI, Majority Leader REID, the
Democratic caucuses, probably 70 per-
cent of the American people thinks
that is probably a pretty bad idea. So
we can sit here and say, Oh, my God,
the Chinese are taking—we are going
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to have all these new cars, plug-ins,
and the battery is going to be made in
China. And we will be sitting here,
Congressman, 10, 20 years from now,
how are they going to let that happen?
We are saying put money into helping
companies and universities research
this stuff so we can make it in Youngs-
town, Ohio, we can make it in Canton,
Ohio. That is the goal here. And we
cannot wish this to happen, and there
are difficult decisions that need to be
made.

Leadership is lonely, and you’ve got
to make some difficult decisions. But I
love the fact that President Obama is
coming up and saying, This is what we
have got to do. The American people
elected me, and this is what I talked
about, and this is what we are doing.
And in 4 years, I will run again on that
record. But let’s not sit around and
hope good things may happen and our
friends on the other side vote against
everything.

They borrowed more money from
China. President Bush and the Repub-
lican Congress, Madam Speaker, bor-
rowed more money from China and
from foreign interests than all the
other Presidents and Congresses before
them combined. They lay this on the
table, and we have got to borrow some
money to make sure that the economy
doesn’t completely collapse, and all of
a sudden we are the bad guys.

These investments that we are mak-
ing are critical: Head Start, Early
Start, child care development, block
grants, supplemental nutrition assist-
ance programs so that our kids can eat,
community health centers so that peo-
ple who can’t access health care now
can go and get some preventive care
before they end up in the emergency
room costing everybody billions of dol-
lars.

So these are very strategic invest-
ments. These aren’t things that we just
picked out of the air to throw money
at to just say we are doing something.
We are going to look back on this time,
and we are going to thank President
Obama. And we are going to thank the
Democratic Congress for making these
investments because they will pay
great, great dividends for thousands in
the long run.

Mr. BOCCIERI. Congressman RYAN,
you can’t be more correct. Can you
imagine a novel idea, that this Con-
gress is taking bold action to actually
invest in America, to invest in our
country, our people, our way of life?
Can you imagine? How arrogant can
some be who suggest that we should
not do this for our people, that we
should not take their money and invest
back in our country? We are going to
be judged by two measures. We are
going to be judged by two measures in
this great recession we find ourselves
in, by action or inaction. And Con-
gressman RYAN, when I was going
through the orientation courses of the
freshman Members, they told us that if
we sat on our hands and watched thou-
sands of jobs evaporate, more factories
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pack up and go overseas, that we would
see unemployment in the first quarter
of 2010 perhaps as high as 18 percent.
Eighteen percent.

So we have to take action. We have
to have movement. And to invest in
the things that are going to make our
country stronger is not only prudent, it
is necessary. After years and years of
rebuilding a country that I had so
many visits to, we were building roads
and bridges in Iraq, building brand new
hospitals and schools in Iraq, making
sure that every man, woman and child
in Iraq had universal health care cov-
erage, how dare us think about the
American people for once here? How
dare us think about the American peo-
ple? And all we hear is stiff arms and
noes and enough is enough, and this
country has got to be put back at the
tier that we need to put and we need to
set in this Congress, and that is by in-
vesting in the things that were in this
recovery package.

Now imagine this, the Democratic
Congress of the United States House of
Representatives that is controlled by
the Democrats now obviously enacted
the largest tax reduction in our Na-
tion’s history and the largest invest-
ment in capital in our Nation’s history
to make our country stronger, to make
our country and our people stronger. I
think that spells scores of success sto-
ries and future innovators that have
helped Ohio become the great State
that she is. But we can make a dif-
ference by investing and putting the
parameters out there, putting the goal-
posts, putting the out-of-bounds mark-
ers for our market to act in a way that
is responsible to its people, that is re-
sponsible to its people, and to help us
forge a way on the path toward pros-
perity. That is what this Congress has
done in just a few short months.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. If you look at
what all these investments are, infra-
structure and science, $120 billion. Now
I think you hit the nail on the head.
We are at $1 trillion that we have spent
in Iraq. One trillion. Now, I don’t know
about how anyone else feels, and I
don’t think I'm actually going out on a
limb here to say we have a lot of
projects in our communities that could
use a little bit of that money.

Sewer overflow. My goodness gra-
cious, these cities that are dealing with
combined sewer overflow issues is in
the hundreds of millions of dollars.
Sewer lines, septic tanks that need to
be cleaned up and sewer lines put in,
water lines, roads, bridges, schools,
hospitals, health care for our citizens,
these are basic investments that our
country needs to be making. And this
stimulus package is a step in that di-
rection.

And when you look at it, I mentioned
the broadband, if you look at $27.5 bil-
lion for highway construction, $16.5 bil-
lion to modernize Federal and public
infrastructure to save energy costs in
the long run, $19 billion for clean
water, flood control, environmental
restoration investments, $17.7 billion
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for transit and rail to reduce traffic
congestion and gas consumption, these
are all programs and investments to
help reduce our dependency on foreign
oil so we are not in this morass that we
get involved in and all these little po-
litical situations that we get in be-
cause we have to pull oil out of some of
these countries to run our country.

Thirty billion dollars to transform
the Nation’s energy transmission dis-
tribution and production systems so we
can have a smart grid. Those are good
investments. Five billion dollars to
weatherize modest income homes.
These are investments that we need to
make.

Lower health care costs, education,
helping workers. Twenty billion dollars
to increase the food stamp benefit by
over 13 percent. Look at what the
Democrats have done even when we got
in and had to fight to get a couple of
these things done.

We raised the minimum wage for the
first time since 1997 when Democrats
got in and basically had to jam it down
the White House’s throat in order to
get it signed into law. The largest in-
crease in veterans’ spending in the 77-
year history of the VA, and we had a
lot of people running around this town
in 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2005, who is
more patriotic? And it was all red,
white and blue when the lights were on
and cutting the veterans’ health care
budget and benefits in the back room.

And when we got in, the largest in-
crease in the 77-year history of the VA.
And you see it again with our budget
this year. You saw it in the 2009 budget
that President Obama signed. You are
going to see it again now. You saw it in
the supplemental, which we can go
over some of the investments that were
made. But this is a commitment to our
Nation’s veterans who served this
country so well. Again, an investment
in our people. You serve our country,
you will be rewarded. Four years of
free education if you served in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Benefits have increased.
We reduced and got rid of a lot of the
fees and assessments that were put on
by the other side. These are steps.

Have we done enough? Not even
close. I'm not here to say, and I don’t
think anyone else is, to say that we
have been in for however long, 110, 112,
114 days, whatever, and things are
great now. They are not.

And before you came in, I stated the
economic distress of the 17th Congres-
sional District, but these are steps in
the right direction. These are steps
that are lifting up people that need
help. This is not a handout, but a little
bit of help along the way to where they
can get themselves back on their feet
and this economy can get moving
again, and then these green jobs, the
investments in science, investments in
infrastructure, rail and all of these
things we are talking about, Rolls
Royce, which they are doing in your
district which is phenomenal, these are
the kinds of things that will grow. But
they take some seed corn. They take a
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little water, a little fertilizer, and the
government now, I think, is responsible
for doing a lot of that.
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So we are making these investments.
We will continue to make these invest-

ments, and we will continue to, I
think, strategically invest the tax-
payers’ money prudently, judiciously

invest the money.

Mr. BOCCIERI. I have to tell you,
Congressman RYAN, after being in the
Air Force 15 years and flying our
wounded soldiers in and out of Bagh-
dad, and whether we agree with this
war or not, we have to give every de-
gree of respect to the men and women
who serve in uniform because they
fought in Iraq and Afghanistan only be-
cause our country asked them to. As
far as I am concerned, when they come
back, when their boots hit the ground
here in America, they should not have
one hospital bill, any expenses that are
required to go to college, get a degree
and advance themselves. We should be
investing in them and rewarding them
for the sacrifice that they have made
for our country.

Let me tell you about a soldier who
was in my State legislative district
when I was serving in the State House.
He was injured with an IED and will be
disfigured for the rest of his life. A
piece of shrapnel hit him in the jaw,
and he had surgeries at Walter Reed to
try to put his face back together. After
he was discharged with a Purple Heart,
a Bronze Star and let go back into the
civilian world. Two weeks after dis-
charge from the military, his jaw broke
again. This 22-year-old soldier with a
young child had $15,000 in medical ex-
penses that he couldn’t weed through
the VA to get paid to make sure that
he could put bread on the table for his
family.

A soldier like that who almost gave
everything for this country should not
have to pay for his bills for injuries
that he sustained while overseas. It
took swift action by this Congress in
the last 2 years to make certain that
our soldiers were not forgotten.

And the Wounded Warriors Program
that we have right now that acknowl-
edges the sacrifice, the great sacrifice
of those men and women, we cannot
forget and we should never forget. As
long as I am a Congressman and have
the ability to speak publicly about
this, we will champion those soldiers
and tell them what we are doing to put
their lives back in order and to invest
in them.

Mr. ALTMIRE. I have been listening
to what the two Ohio Members have
been saying. To put this in perspective
for our colleagues and for the Amer-
ican people, I would like to talk with
regard to the stimulus and the budget.
People talk about the fact that we are
running up a tremendous deficit this
year, $1.8 trillion. It is an inconceiv-
able amount for a 1-year deficit. We are
reducing the deficit over the course of
5 years by two-thirds, from 12 percent

H5471

of GDP to 3 percent of GDP. People in
my district when I tell that story will
say that is great, but you need to do
more. Why can’t we do more? Why is
that a great feat that we have cut it by
two-thirds? Going to what the gen-
tleman said with the VA, let’s look at
the budget that we have control over,
what is the discretionary control that
we have.

If you look at $3.5 trillion in budget,
the entire Federal budget for this year
that we passed, most of that Social Se-
curity, Medicare, Medicaid, interest on
the national debt, Federal employee
pensions, veterans retirement benefits
and pensions, those are mandatory ac-
counts. That money goes out without
Congress having year-to-year control
over that amount.

So what Congress actually has con-
trol over, the discretionary account, is
about $1 trillion; $1.1 trillion. It is a
very high amount of money, but com-
pared to $3.5 trillion, not nearly
enough to make a dent in that deficit
that we are talking about.

Now, half of that trillion dollars that
Congress has control over is defense.
Nobody thinks we should cut defense.
We increase spending for defense by 4
percent. It is what we need to do to
keep us safe and secure. We all agree,
Republican and Democrat, that is what
we need to do. So you take that $530
billion out of the equation, and you are
left with about $500 billion. Now, that
is what we have discretionary control
over. That is the post office, that is sci-
entific and medical research, that is
the national parks, that’s student
loans. That is our embassies overseas.
That is Federal law enforcement, bor-
der security, FBI, CIA. And as the gen-
tleman talks about, that is the VA hos-
pitals in this country, funding for vet-
erans health care. That is keeping the
lights on at every Federal building in
the country. That is our Federal roads
and highways. That is everything that
the Federal Government does. When
you think about the Federal Govern-
ment on an annual basis, that is what
we have discretionary control over.

If we were to say, you know what,
American people, people in our dis-
trict, the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania, the people in
Ohio, we are so committed to deficit
reduction and we are so committed to
cutting the budget this year, we are
going to shut down the government.
We are going to shut down everything
that we have discretionary control
over this year. We are not going to de-
liver the mail this year. We are going
to lay off every Federal employee in
the country for 1 year. We are not
going to do student loans and Federal
law enforcement. We are going to close
every Federal office building in the
country, no scientific research, no na-
tional parks, close our embassies over-
seas, bring everybody back home, shut
down the Congress and the White
House, everything that we have control
over. If we did that for 1 year, we would
cut the Federal deficit for this year
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from $1.8 trillion to $1.3 trillion. That’s
how deep a hole we are in.

So when I say to the gentleman from
Ohio, Madam Speaker, that we cut the
deficit by two-thirds over 5 years, a 1.9
percent growth over a 4-year period,
the slowest projected growth rate in
the history of the country, that is a
monumental achievement. And we do
it all while preserving our commitment
to our Nation’s veterans, as the gen-
tleman talks about, making sure every
veterans hospital in this country is
adequately funded, and that every vet-
eran in this country has access to the
highest quality health care available
anywhere in the world. We preserve
that commitment while we do the best
job we can at reducing the deficit that
this President inherited, because we
are not starting from zero. I think ev-
erybody realizes that. And it is point-
less to talk about the past and to point
fingers, but it is instructive to take a
look at how we got here, why we are
here, and the fact that we have very
difficult decisions to make moving for-
ward.

The only way we are going to bring
down these costs and bring down the
deficit and bring down the debt is by
making the difficult choices, and that
is what this Congress is going to con-
tinue to do.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I think the other
point there with the stimulus is be-
cause credit locked up, that clearly
shut down, and still is, we are still get-
ting calls in our office that people still
can’t get loans. So the TARP money
and all of this other help that we have
given to the banks has not yet kicked
in. If there was not even the stimulus
package, imagine what the economy
would be doing, if there wasn’t a little
bit of money in everybody’s paycheck.
I ran into an operating engineer the
other day who was finally getting him-
self back to work because of some road
projects that were happening. All over
Ohio, the Governor just made a tour
around the State with different infra-
structure projects that he was spread-
ing around from the stimulus money.
So we are filling this gap. There would
be a complete shutdown.

And, yes, we are taking some of this
money and, yes, we are borrowing
money to make investments now. But
imagine the tax loss we would have in
this country if we weren’t making any
investments. And who knows what the
yield will be from the investments we
are making into energy and the NIH
for the Cancer Institute.

I mean, what is the value in the long
term of reducing the cost of cancer to
our health care system, of Alzheimer’s
to our health care system? What bene-
fits will stem cell research yield for
our country in terms of health care?
How many accidents will be prevented
because of better communication with
the investments into the health care
information technology?

These are things that you can’t put a
price on. And it is the old saying, some
people know the price of everything
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and the value of nothing. And you can’t
always pinpoint what piece of research
yielded the best benefits because all of
this research tends to build onto itself.
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And we are making these invest-
ments now, and we are going to find
out in the long run that these were
good decisions that we made, coura-
geous decisions that the President has
made.

I yield to my friend.

Mr. BOCCIERI. Let’s make no ques-
tion that we want to show, and I am a
30-something here on the floor of the
House of Representatives telling you
and the American people that we will
recover. We will recover. We will grow
out of this recession, and we will be
stronger for it at the end of the day.

And for those who suggest that we
are spending a lot of money in this
great recession that we find ourselves
in, the worst economic downturn since
the Great Depression, in 1946 when the
United States came out of the Great
Depression and World War II, the gov-
ernment was spending more and bor-
rowing more than the economy could
produce, spending more and borrowing
more than the economy could produce
as a percentage of GDP and what the
government debt was. Right now we
are at about 50 percent of what the
economy can produce.

And once we start growing this econ-
omy again, investing in the things that
are going to make our country and our
people stronger, we will see the dif-
ference. We will see the investments
realized. We will see the tangible re-
sults coming back to us as we have a
stronger workforce, a workforce that
can critically think, multitask, prob-
lem solve, and be competitive with the
Indias and Chinas of the world that
have already begun investing in their
workforce.

And I will tell you that the gen-
tleman from Ohio is correct in his as-
sumption that by making these stra-
tegic investments in our country, in
our people, and in our way of life, we're
going to be the producers of wealth
once again, not just the movers of
wealth. Investing in green energy, in-
vesting in the things that are going to
transform our economy so that we
have diversity. Can you imagine rolling
into the gas station one day and having
a choice between using traditional gas-
oline, biomass, ethanol, maybe even
plug in our electric hybrid, or drive by
the gas station altogether because we
have a fuel cell that was researched
right here in the 16th Congressional
District of Ohio that allows you to get
100 miles to a gallon? Can you imagine
how that would be transformational for
our economy? These investments that
we have in the American recovery
package and the stimulus package are
going to be what are going to make the
difference and transcend our economy
for years to come. And I say that in
confidence as a 30-something.

And I want you to know that these
challenges that confront all of us as
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leaders are not Democrat or Repub-
lican challenges but American chal-
lenges, and we will recover with pru-
dent investment.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. And I would be re-
miss if I didn’t talk a little bit about
what we are doing locally here in the
last minute Dbetween Congressman
BOCCIERI’s district in Canton and my
district in Akron to Youngstown and
also Cleveland, all the way over to Con-
gressman ALTMIRE’s district over in
the Pittsburgh area, creating a tech-
nology belt in which all of the health
care and green energy and the legacy
manufacturing that we have in this
area can help stimulate this mega-re-
gion from Cleveland to Akron, Canton,
through Youngstown, Warren, over
into Pittsburgh, to try to plug into all
of this because if areas like ours aren’t
benefiting from these investments,
then really it’s all for naught. It’s the
heartland of our country.

So with that I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania. I want to
thank the gentleman from Ohio.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. TANNER (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of family
medical situation.

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan (at the
request of Mr. HOYER) for today.

Mr. CUMMINGS (at the request of Mr.
HOYER) for today on account of illness.

Mr. STARK (at the request of Mr.
HoYER) for today and the balance of
the week on account of illness.

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr.
BOEHNER) for today on account of a
family medical emergency.

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky (at the re-
quest of Mr. BOEHNER) for today on ac-
count of severe flooding and storms
throughout eastern Kentucky.

——————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. WOOLSEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. WALZ, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. MuURPHY of Connecticut, for 5
minutes, today.

Ms. PINGREE of Maine, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. WAXMAN, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. JONES) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 56 minutes,
May 15.

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, May
15, 18 and 19.

Mr. INGLIS, for 5 minutes, today and
May 18.
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Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, May 15, 18 ADJOURNMENT p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
and 19. . morrow, Wednesday, May 13, 2009, at 10
Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, for 5 min- Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, 1 m

utes, today and May 13. move that the House do now adjourn.

Mr. FORTENBERRY, for 5 minutes, May The motion was agreed to; accord-
13. ingly (at 11 o’clock and 3 minutes

e ———

EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for speaker-authorized official travel during the
fourth quarter of 2008 and the first quarter of 2009, pursuant to Public Law 95-384 are as follows:

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2009

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent or Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency .S. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency? currency? currency 2
Hon. Glenn Th 2127 2/27  Kuwait (3)
2127 2128 lIraq ()

3/1 3/2 Afghanistan 25.00 () 25.00

3/2 3/3 Hungary 229.43 @) 229.43

Committee total .. 254.43 254.43

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
3Military air transportation.
HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON, Chairman, Apr. 22, 2009.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2009

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2

Hon. Nita M. LOWEY ...oooorvvveeeiececeeecieeeeei 21 Switzerland 1,858.14 s () 1,858.14

Misc. Embassy costs 4,149.86 oo 4,149.86

Michele SUMIIAS ...oovoreeieeeeee e 2/20  Democratic Republic of CONEO ...cccovves oo 1,310.00 1,310.00

2/22 Rwanda 634.00 634.00

Commercial airfare 10,853.06 oo @ .. 10,853.06

Misc. Embassy costs 782.00 ... 782.00

Hon. Steven LaTourette ........occoovmmmerereerernerrnnees 1/30  Brazil 438.00 (3) 438.00

2/1 Argentina 698.00 () 698.00

213 Panama 592.00 () 592.00

Hon. Nita M. LOWEY ....oooverreeeeeeeee e 2/16  Mexico 1,050.00 (3) 1,050.00

2/18  Colombia 861.00 (@] 861.00

2/22  Peru 1,837.83 ©) 1,837.83

Misc. Embassy costs 460257 o 4,602.57

Hon. Betty MCCOIUM .oovvvvveeeerrceeecreneisereinnns 2/22  Peru 1,837.83 1,837.83

Part commercial airfare 44,481.10 4,481.10

Misc. Embassy costs 2,289.33 2,289.33

Hon. Marion Berry 2/16  Mexico 1,050.00 (3) 1,050.00

2/18  Colombia 861.00 Q] 861.00

2/22  Peru 1,771.83 @) 1,771.83

Misc. Embassy costs 460257 e 4,602.57

Hon. Adam SChiff ..........cccccccoiiiiiieiimmmmmscscncncccnicninns 2/16  Mexico 1,050.00 1,050.00

Part commercial airfare 4540.70 540.70

Misc. Embassy costs 996.00 oo 996.00

Hon. Kay Granger ........oc.coomeveemmmreeerresseressneresnns 2/14  Mexico 700.00 oo (3) 700.00
2/16  Mexico (3)

2/18  Colombia 861.00 @) 861.00

2/22  Peru 1,771.83 ... (3 1,771.83

MiSC. EMDASSY ..ocvvveeevoreeiesreeessesniiesnns evenssi 460347 e 4,603.47

Hon. Ben Chandler ...........ccocoovvvevveemvvoreresieeis 2/13 2/16  Mexico 1,050.00 ... (3) 1,050.00

2/16 2/18  Colombia 861.00 (@] 861.00

2/18 2/22  Peru 177183 ... 3 1,771.83

Misc. Embassy COStS .....ovvervemrimriieriieiiiinies v 4,602.57 4,602.57

Hon. Ander Crenshaw ...........ccccccoccoouemescncncncccnicninnes 2/15 2/16 Mexico 350.00 350.00

2/16 2/18  Colombia 861.00 ... @) 861.00

2/18 2/122 Peru 1,771.83 @) 1,771.83

Part commercial airfare . 4937.01 937.01

Misc. Embassy costs 3,606.57 3,606.57

Nisha Desai Biswal ..........ccccccccooeeiemmmmmscsmncnencnecncnnnns 2/16 Mexico 1,050.00 () 1,050.00

2/18  Colombia 861.00 @) 861.00

2/122 Peru 1,771.83 ©) 1,771.83

Misc. Embassy costs 4,603.47 4,603.47

Steve Marchese 2/16 Mexico 1,050.00 () 1,050.00

2/18  Colombia 861.00 @) 861.00

2/122 Peru 1,771.83 ©) 1,771.83

Misc. Embassy costs 4,603.47 4,603.47

Clelia Alvarado 2/16 Mexico 1,050.00 @) 1,050.00

2/18  Colombia 861.00 @) 861.00

2/122 Peru 1,771.83 ©) 1,771.83

Misc. Embassy costs 4,603.47 4,603.47

Mike Ringler 2/16 Mexico 1,050.00 @) 1,050.00

2/18  Colombia 861.00 @) 861.00

2/122 Peru 177183 .. ©) 1,771.83

Misc. EMbassy COSES ...ourvvrmrreierriisnriiiinis cvrerrii 4,603.47 4,603.47

Anne Marie ChOtVacs ............ocoovvvvvvcvcvcveveriiiinnnns 2/13 2/16 Mexico 1,050.00 ... () 1,050.00

2/16 2/18  Colombia 861.00 () 861.00

2/18 2/122 Peru 177183 .. ©) 1,771.83

Misc. EMbassy COSES .....urvvremrreinrriissnriiiinins cvrerrii 460347 e 4,603.47

Gregory Lankler 2/22 2/26  Kuwait 996.00 996.00

Part commercial airfare . 48,053.57 8,053.57

Misc. trans. costs 155.00 155.00

Hon. JONN SIAZAr ....ovvvcerererceeverrscsireressnereees 2/18  Mexico 699.50 () 699.50

2/20  Nicaragua 407.73 @) 407.73

2/22  Jamaica 77568 ... ©) 775.68

Hon. Rush Holt 2/23  lsrael 1,900.00 1,900.00

Commercial airfare ... cvevcveeeen 7,809.00 7,809.00

Adam Harris 2/19 2/23  lsreal 1,900.00 1,900.00
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Continued
Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency ? currency 2 currency? currency 2
Commercial airfare 7,809.00 7,809.00
Misc. trans. costs 105.00 i e 105.00
Hon. Zach Wamp ..o 2/20  Israel 362.90 362.90
Committee total ... v 50,941.18 i 41,106.34 ... 53,252.29 i 145,299.81

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3 Military air transportation.
4Part military air transportation.

HON. DAVID R. OBEY, Chairman, Apr. 29, 2009.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, SURVEYS AND INVESTIGATIONS STAFF, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED
BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2009

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee . Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
Arrival Departure
currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Donald G. Fulwider 37 3/11  England 1,528.50 1,015.16 456.12 2,999.78
Rodney L. Propst . 31 3/11  England 1,528.50 1,015.16 357.14 2,900.80
Committee total ......ocoeeeeeerirririressrrieicieees v 3,057.00 v 2,030.32 e 81326 e 5,900.58

1per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

HON. DAVID R. OBEY, Chairman, Apr. 29, 2009.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND

MAR. 31, 2009
Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Visit to Irag, Kuwait, Germany, January 7-15,
2009:
David Kildee ............cocveveveveeeeeemmmrerercrericsees 1/8 /11 Kuwait 348.00 348.00
1/9 1710 lIrag
1/12 1/16  Germany 554.00 554.00
Commercial airfare ... v 10,491.02 10,491.02
Debra Wada ... 1/8 /11 Kuwait 348.00 348.00
1/9 1710 Iraq
Commercial Qirfare .........ccccocoevcvececiieeiees v 10,521.00 10,521.00
Loren Dealy ......oooovveeveeeieeeieee e 1/8 /11 Kuwait 348.00 348.00
1/9 1710 Iraq
Commercial airfare ... v 8,153.63 8,153.63
Alexandra ROETS ......ovvvvnrveeeereresiirnnenns 178 1711 Kuwait 348.00 348.00
1/9 1710 Iraq
1/12 1/16  Germany 554.00 554.00
Commercial @irfare ........ccoovveevccercceee v, 10,491.00 10,.491.00
Visit to Afghanistan, United Arab Emirates, Janu-
ary 24-25, 2009: ) )
Timothy MCCIEES ...vvveeeerrrereererereirenreens 1/22 1/23  United Arab EMIrates ....cooevcimmmricins ovvvevsesrirnnnns 143.00 143.00
1/24 1/25  Afghanistan
1/25 1/26  United Arab Emirates
Commercial Qirfare ... s 8,576.87 8,576.87
John Wason ..o 1/22 1723 United Arab Emirates ........cciees covcvenerecicennns 143.00 143.00
1/24 1/25  Afghanistan
1/25 1/26  United Arab Emirates
Commercial airfare ... cvevceecrecns 8,576.87 8,576.87
Kevin Gates ..............wweemeummmmmmrirerericsens 1/22 1/23  United Arab EMIrates .....cccccccooecices covvecvcrceccecnenns 143.00 143.00
1/24 1/25  Afghanistan
1/25 1/26  United Arab Emirates
Commercial airfare ......ooocoomercrmmriimnrins v 8,576.87 8,576.87
Delegation expenses ... 1/22 1/26  United Arab Emirates 1,339.36 1,339.36
Visit to Israel, Syria, Kuwait,
ary 28-03 February, 2009:
Hon. Adam Smith 1/29 1/30  lIsrael 461.00 461.00
1/30 1/31  Syria 462.50 462.50
1131 2/1 Kuwait 413.21 41321
2/1 2/1 Iraq
212 23 Belgium 404.00 404.00
Hon. Susan Davis ...........cccccccccceveverevcsssicsrs 1/29 1730 lIsrael 461.00 461.00
1/30 1/31  Syria 462.50 462.50
1131 2/1 Kuwait 413.21 413.21
2/1 2/1 Iraq
212 2/3 Belgium 404.00 404.00
Hon. Gabrielle Giffords ...........ccocevveevereerernnes 1/29 1730 Israel 461.00 461.00
1/30 1/31  Syria 462.50 462.50
1131 2/1 Kuwait 413.21 413.21
2/1 2/1 Iraq
212 2/3 Belgium 404.00 404.00
Hon. Glenn Ny ........cvmvervveeemrrecerrerineereeennes 1/29 1730 Israel 461.00 461.00
1/30 1/31  Syria 462.50 462.50
1131 2/1 Kuwait 413.21 413.21
2/1 2/1 Iraq
212 2/3 Belgium 404.00 404.00
Hon. Frank Kratovil .............cccoooecvrvevernnncnnnes 1729 1730 Israel 461.00 461.00
1/30 1/31  Syria 462.50 462.50
1/31 2/1 Kuwait 413.21 41321
2/1 2/1 Iraq
212 23 Belgium 404.00 404.00
William Natter .........ooooooorrrrrrrerereeeinennnns 1/29 1/30  lIsrael 461.00 461.00
1/30 1/31  Syria 462.50 462.50
1/31 2/1 Kuwait 413.21 41321
2/1 2/1 Iraq
212 23 Belgium 404.00 404.00
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND
MAR. 31, 2009—Continued

Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Alexander Kugajevsk 1/29 1/30  lsrael 461.00 461.00
1/30 1/31  Syria 462.50 462.50
1131 2/1 Kuwait 413.21 413.21
2/1 2/1 Irag
212 23 Belgium 404.00 404.00
Visit to E(uvzvggg Bahrain, Qatar, January 27-Feb-
ruary 2, :
Vickie Plunkett ... 1/28 1731 Kuwait 348.00 348.00
I 200 22500
atar A .
Commercial airfare ... cvevceeceeees 8,410.54 8,410.54
Cathleen Garman 1/28 1731 Kuwait 348.00 348.00
o Gt 22800 22500
4 atar . .
Commercial airfare ... cvevceeceeees 8,410.54 8,410.54
Lynn Williams ........coovoveveveveerveimnicrcscsccscssss 1/28 1731 Kuwait 348.00 348.00
Boon e e
4 atar . .
Commercial airfare ... cvvvcecceenes 8,410.54 8,410.54
Jenness SimIer ...........ovvvvceeeeveeeeeerrcvissssisss 1131 2/2 Bahrain 248.00 248.00
Commercial airfare ... cvvvcenceeees 8,893.21 8,893.21
Delegation eXpenses ..........ooeoereeeornrenns 1/28 1/31  Kuwait 2,999.49 2,999.49
1131 212 Bahrain 1,543.45 1,543.45
212 204 Qatar 1,359.24 1,359.24
Visét tzooggrmany With CODEL McCain, February 2—
Hon. Loretta Sanchez 2/6 2/8 Germany 394.00 394.00
Hon. Ellen Tauscher 2/6 2/8 Germany 394.00 394.00
Visit to Kuwait, Iraq, Bahrain, Afghanistan, Feb-
ruary 13-19, 2009:
Hon. Chellie PiNGree .......ooccooevveermerrevrerrirsnnns 2/14 2/15  Kuwait 448.00 448.00
2/15 2/16  lraq
2/16 2/17  Bahrain 396.00 396.00
217 2/18  Afghanistan 25.00 25.00
2/20  Kuwait 1,046.00 1,046.00
Commercial airfare 8,083.56 8,083.56
Hon. Bobby Bright ... %ﬂg Kuwait 448.00 448.00
Iraq
2/17  Bahrain 396.00 396.00
217 2/18  Afghanistan 25.00 25.00
2/18 2/20  Kuwait 1,046.00 1,046.00
Commercial airfare ... cvvvceeeieces 8,083.56 8,083.56
Hon. Duncan Hunter ..........cccocvovovevciecsinne 2/14 2/15  Kuwait 448.00 448.00
2/15 2/16  lraq
2/16 2/17  Bahrain 396.00 396.00
217 2/18  Afghanistan 25.00 25.00
2/18 2/20  Kuwait 1,046.00 1,046.00
Commercial airfare ... cvvvceeeieees 8,083.56 8,083.56
Douglas BUSh ..o 2/14 2/15  Kuwait 448.00 448.00
2/15 2/16  lraq
2/16 2/17  Bahrain 396.00 396.00
217 2/18  Afghanistan 25.00 25.00
2/18 2/20  Kuwait 1,046.00 1,046.00
Commercial airfare ... cvevcecereees 8,083.56 8,083.56
Kari Bingen TYHr .........oooevvvemrrerrerrirsesrirennes 2/14 2/15  Kuwait 448.00 448.00
2/15 2/16  lraq
2/16 2/17  Bahrain 396.00 396.00
217 2/18  Afghanistan 25.00 25.00
2/18 2/20  Kuwait 1,046.00 1,046.00
Commercial airfare . 8,083.56 8,083.56
Visit to Colombia, February 13-17, 2009:
Hon. Gene Taylor . 2/13 2/17  Columbia 235.00 235.00
Commercial airfare ..o cveveeceenees 4,065.61 4,065.61
Visit to Hawaii, Guam, Japan, South Korea, Feb-
ruary 14-22, 2009:
Hon. Ike SKElton ... 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2120 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Hon. Roscoe Barlett ...........cccccccccvevevevcvccicsinee 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2120 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Hon. Madeleine Bordallo 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2/120 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Hon. K. Michael Conaway ...........cc..cooerrerennnns 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2120 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Hon Hank Johnson ...........ccvcvevevevevccscssas 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2/20 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Hon. Howard “Buck” McKeon ..........cccccccccccce 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2/20 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Hon. Solomon Oritz .. 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2/20 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Hon. Carol Shea-Porter ..........cccccccccveveveceesenns 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2/120 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Hon. Chellie PiNGree .......ooc.oomrvevrerrevrnrririnnns 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2/120 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Hon. Joe WilSon .......ococveeeeeeemveerrescscsscsssss 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2120 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Hon. Doug Lamborm .......ccc.oemrveererrvvnerririnnns 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2/120 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Ms. Erin CONAton ..........cocoeeeeveemercrcrerisicsisss 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2/20 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Andrew HURter ... 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2/20 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00

Paul Arcangeli .......cooeeveerevrerneeeesrieesiisennns 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND

MAR. 31, 2009—Continued

Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency ? currency 2 currency? currency 2
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2/20 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Thomas Hawley ..........ccccooeveereeemreerieeerieriaanns 2/18 2/18  lwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2/20 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Kyle WIlKENS ...ooveeeeeeieeee s 2/18 2/18  Iwo Jima
2/18 2/20  Korea 340.00 340.00
2/20 2/21  Okinawa 125.00 125.00
Delegation eXpenses ..........ooooereornreens 2/18 2/20  Korea 758877 e v
Visit to Germany, Morocco, Burkina Faso, Mauri-
tania, February 18-25, 2009:
William Natter 2/20  Germany 316,00 316.00
2/21  Morocco 305.00 305.00
2/23  Mauritania 437.00 437.00
2/24  Burkina Faso 216.00 216.00
Commercial airfare 16,632.05 16,632.05
Mark Lewis . 2/20  Germany 316.00 316.00
2/21  Morocco 305.00 305.00
2/23  Mauritania 437.00 437.00
2/24  Burkina Faso 216.00 216.00
Commercial airfare 16,632.05 16,632.05
Alexander Kugajevsl 2/20  Germany 316.00 316.00
2/21  Morocco 305.00 305.00
2/23  Mauritania 437.00 437.00
2/24  Burkina Faso 216.00 216.00
Commercial Qirfare ... s 16,632.05 16,632.05
Roger Zakheim ............cooovveeemrveornenrerserrinnnns 2/19 2/20  Germany 316.00 316.00
2/20 2/21  Morocco 305.00 305.00
2/21 2/23  Mauritania 437.00 437.00
2/23 2/24  Burkina Faso 216.00 216.00
Commercial Qirfare ..o cveveeeinns 10,907.87 10,907.87
Visit to Afghanistan, India, March 18-24, 2009:
Erin COnaton .............ococeeeeeeeeeemmmmmmemrerersesesens 3/19 3/20  India 106.00 106.00
3/20 3/22  Afghanistan 56.00 56.00
Commercial @irfare .......ccoocoervvmvcvrceenes v 7,994.55 7,994.55
Paul Qostburg Sanz ...........ccooeveveervveenrriennnns 3/19 3/20  India 66.00 66.00
3/20 3/22  Afghanistan 32.00 32.00
Commercial Qirfare ... cvereeeinns 8,024.55 8,024.55
Michael Casey ...............wmemmmerivessssssssses 3/19 3/20  India 106.00 106.00
3/20 3/22  Afghanistan 56.00 56.00
Commercial airfare ... cvvvcveencens 8,024.55 8,024.55
Robert Si 3/19 3/20  India 106.00 106.00
3/20 3/22  Afghanistan 56.00 56.00
Commercial airfare ... cvvveeeeeeee 8,024.55 8,024.55
Visit to Belgium with CODEL Casey, March 20-22,
2009:
Hon. Ellen Tauscher 3/20 3/22  Belgium 1,273.14 1,273.14
Hon. Michael Turner 3/20 3/22  Belgium 1,273.14 1,273.14
VisiztO[t)% Mexico with CODEL Reyes, March 26-27,
Hon. Ike Skelton 3/26 3/21  Mexico 300.00 300.00
Paul Qostburg Sanz . 3/26 3/27  Mexico 270.00 270.00
John Philip MacNaughton . 3/26 3/27  Mexico 300.00 300.00
Committee total 44,968.25 236,867.74 14,830.31 289,077.53

LPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR, HOUSE OF

HON. IKE SKELTON, Chairman, Apr. 30, 2009.

REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2009

Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 currency 2
Staff Del. Tico AIMEIda ......ooooeeeeerrrricnerererereeeiiiiiennns 212 2/5 Colombia 306.00 s 4769.30 5716.35 1,791.65
CODEL Tierney 1/30 2/3 @) O,
Hon. George Miller ........oovvevveeveeeeeeeeieeeeses 1/30 1/31  Qatar 164.00 (3) 164.00
1131 212 Afghanistan 150.00 (@] 150.00
212 22 Pakistan ()

212 2/3 Hungary 13100 s ) 131.00
Committee total ... v 75100 s 769.30 716.35 2,236.65

1per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
3Military air transportation.

4 Commercial airfare.

5Hotel accommodations paid by U.S. Embassies, only information State Department has provided at this time.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, HOUSE

OF REPRESENTATIVES,

HON. GEORGE MILLER, Chairman, Apr. 30, 2009.

EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31,

2009
Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency? currency 2 currency? currency 2
Melissa Bartlett 2/14 2/21  Tanzania 1,938.00 oo 10,529.64 12,467.64
............. 412512 4125.12
Hon. Peter Welch ...........cooooveceeeeiemsssnscscncnccccicninns 1/29 1730 Kuwait 166.00
1/30 1/31  Quatar 164.00 ()
1131 2/02  Afghanistan 150.00 ()
2/02 2/03  Hungary 131.00 @)
Hon. Phil Gingrey . 2/18 2/20  Korea 242.84 () 340.00
2/120 2/21  Japan 144.00 ©) 125.00
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Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency ? currency 2 currency? currency 2
Hon. Henry Waxman ... 2/19 2/23  lsrael 528.00 528.00
Hon. Jane Harman® ...... 2119 223 lsrael 528.00 528.00
Committee total ... e 399184 s 10,654.76 oo 339.88 s 14,986.48

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3 Military air transportation.

“Flight: Dar es Salaam to Zanzibar (reimbursed to UN/AIDS)
5Amended report may be done when transportation costs are reported.

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN, Chairman, May 1, 2009.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND

MAR. 31, 2009
Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Jasmeet Ahuja 2/16 2/21  India 2,182.00 s 8,869.30 11,011.30
David Beraka 2/14 2/16  Egypt 891.00 891.00
2/16 2/17  Jordan 304.00 304.00
2/17 2/22  lsrael 2,139.00 2,139.00
2/14 2/22 410,511.15 10,511.15
Hon. Howard L. BErman .........cococommrveeemrevinnrin 2/19 2/22  Syria 1,563.00 4,074.97 5,637.97
3/26 3/27  Mexico 285.00 G) 285.00
Paul Berkowitz 2/20 2/21  Japan 494.00 11,139.75 11.633.75
Hon. William D. Delahunt . 3/19 3/20  Venezuela 153.00 3,026.46 3,179.46
Howard Diamond . 2/14 2/16  Egypt 891.00 891.00
2/16 2/17  Jordan 304.00 304.00
2/17 2/22  Israel 2,139.00 2,139.00
2/14 2/22 410,511.15 10,511.15
Hon. Keith EISON .oocveveeeeeererereennsssssssserererereerernees 2/14 2/17  Qatar 1,187.00 1,187.00
2/17 2/18  Jordan 321.00 321.00
2/18 2/20  Israel 1,114.00 1,114.00
2/14 2/20 48,983.39 8,983.39
Hon. Eliot L. ENel oo 2/16 2/18  Mexico 699.50 () 699.50
2/18 2/20  Nicaragua 337.32 () 337.32
2/20 2/22  Jamaica 650.32 @) 650.32
Hon. Eni F.H. Fal g 1/9 1/10  Vietnam 328.00 328.00
1/10 1/15  Laos 970.00 970.00
1/9 1/15 412,407.30 412,407.30
2/14 2/18  Kuwait 1,992.00 1,992.00
2/18 2/22  ltaly 2,131.00 2,131.00
2/14 2/22 47,762.40 7,762.40
3/1 3/3 i 508.00 508.00
33 37 Marshall Islands 828.00 828.00
3/1 3/7 46,561.28 6,561.28
3/20 3/24  Norway 251300 s 8436.84 ..o 53,634.60 oo 14,584.44
Dennis Halpin 1/10 1/11  Thailand 218.00 218.00
1711 1/15  Laos 576.00 576.00
1/10 1/15 46,008.70 6,008.70
Hon. Sheila JacksON-Lee .........ccccccuevuemuscrcrereccnrennnnens 1/30 1/31  Pakistan 126.00 10,936.25 11,062.25
Eric Jacobstein 2/16 2/18  Mexico 699.50 () 699.50
2/18 2/20  Nicaragua 337.32 () 337.32
2120 2/22 Jamaica 650.32 @) 650.32
Nurjadi Jasin 3/8 3/10  Indonesi 545.46 545.46
3/10 3/14  Timor-Leste 837.50 837.50
3/8 3/14 473175 731.75
Jonathan Katz 2/17 2/20  Turkey 1,149.00 7,970.63 9,119.63
Richard Kessler 3/26 3/27  Mexico 285.00 () 285.00
Julie Kim 1/26 1/30  Kosova 596.00 596.00
1/30 1/31  Austria 311.00 311.00
1/26 131 410,063.73 10,063.73
Jonathan Lis 1/26 1730 Kosova 596.00 596.00
1/30 1/31  Austria 311.00 311.00
1/26 131 410,063.73 10,063.73
2/16 2/20  Peru 121400 .. 5,855.95 7,069.95
Alan Makovsky 2117 2/19  Turkey 766.00 766.00
2/19 2/22  Syria 1,513.00 1,513.00
2/22 2/24  Lebanon 150.00 150.00
2/17 2/24 48,898.19 8,898.19
Mark Milosch 2/5 2/9 Brazil 1,583.00 8,446.70 10,029.70
2/15 2/18  United Kingdom 6,778.96 8,083.96
Jonathan Cobb MIXter ........ccoooevverevrreeecreseeeeeies 1/6 1/11  Vietnam 1,446.00
111 1/15  Laos 576.00
1/15 1/16  Thailand 218.00
1/6 1/16 49,367.80 9,367.80
Hon. Ted Poe 1/29 1730 Israel (3) 461.00
1/30 1/31  Syria (@] 462.50
1131 2/1 Kuwait (3) 41321
2/1 2/1 Iraq ()
212 213 Belgium () 404.00
Peter Quilter 3/26 3/27  Mexico (3) 285.00
David Richmond ...........cccccooovevevvevevsemmscscncncnccecncnns 1/9 1/10  Vietnam 328.00
1/10 1/15  Laos 970.00
1/9 1/15 412,407.30 12,407.30
2/14 1/18  Kuwait 1,992.00 1,992.00
2/18 1/22  ltaly 2,131.00 2,131.00
2/14 1/22 412,834.40 12,834.40
3/1 3/3 i 508.00 508.00
33 37 Marshall Islands 828.00 828.00
31 37 46,500.82 6,500.82
Ava Rogers 2117 2/21  DRC 1,184.00 10,163.68 11,347.68
Joshua Rogin 2/17 2/20  Turkey 1,149.00 7,970.63 9,119.63
Hon. Dana Rohrabacher ...........ccccccovoviiiieviecennnns 2/14 2/15  Kuwait 483.00 (3) 483.00
2/15 2/16  lraq 0.00 (@] 0.00
2/16 2/17  Bahrain 526.00 () 526.00
217 2/18  Afghanistan 75.00 () 75.00
2/18 2/19  Kuwait 483.00 () 483.00
2/20 2/21  Japan 494.00 6,823.05 7,317.05
Julie Schoenthaler .................viviviriveiesissssns 2/16 2/18  Mexico 699.50 @ 699.50
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Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2

2/18 2/20  Nicaragua 337.32 () 337.32

2/120 2/22  Jamaica 650.32 @) 650.32

Margarita Seminario ...........cccoovvereveeriererrsnieerisenns 1/26 1/30  Kosova 596.00 596.00
1730 1/31  Austria 311.00 311.00

1/26 1131 410,063.73 10,063.73

2/16 2/20  Peru 1,214.00 4779.95 5,993.95

Amanda Sloat 2/15 2/18  Moldova 615.00 615.00
2/18 2/21  Belarus 1,179.00 1,179.00

2/15 2/21 410,669.89 10,669.89

Hon Christopher SMith ..........cccccocooieinieicicnccccecninnnns 2/5 2/9 Brazil 1,583.00 8,446.70 10,029.70
2/15 2/18  United Kingdom 1,305.00 6,778.96 8,083.96

Cliff Stammerman ..........c.cooevvoveevevererrieeeseiesesi 1/6 1/10  Vietnam 1,168.00 10,229.00 11,397.00
Jason Steinb 2/16 2/18  Mexico 699.50 () 699.50
2/18 2/20  Nicaragua 337.32 @) 337.32

2/20 2/22  Jamaica 650.32 (®) 650.32

Mark Sullivan 2/16 2/18  Mexico 699.50 () 699.50
2/18 2/20  Nicaragua 337.32 @) 337.32

2/20 2/22  Jamaica 650.32 () 650.32

Maureen Taft-Morales 2/16 2/20  Peru 1,214.00 5,855.95 7,069.95
William Tuchrello 37 3/10  Ind 99.00 99.00
3/10 3/13  Timor Leste 642.00 642.00

37 3/13 4731.75 73175

Kristin Wells 2/16 2/21  India 1,857.50 11,261.75 13,119.25
Hon. Robert Wexler ... 217 2/20  Turkey 1,149.00 7,970.63 9,119.63
Lisa Williams 1/9 1710 Vietnam 328.00 328.00
1710 1/15  Laos 970.00 970.00

1/9 1/15 412,407.30 12,407.30

3/20 3/24  Norway 2,351.00 9,395.84 11,746.84

Shanna Winters 2/16 2/19  India 1,380.00 7,697.17 9,077.17
Committee total ... e 421,122.35

LPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3 Military air transportation.
4Round-trip airfare.
5Indicates Delegation costs.

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN, Chairman, Apr. 30, 2009.

(AMENDED) REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 1 AND

DEC. 31, 2008
Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Chuck Atkins 10/12 10/16  China L117.02 i 41312691 97.93 e 14,341.86
10/16 10/22  Vietnam 1,916.00 1,916.00
Alisa Ferguson 10/12 10/16  China 1,117.02 413,126.91 97.93 14,341.86
10/16 10/22  Vietnam 1,916.00 1,916.00
Richard ODermann .........ccccccccoeveesmsessscscscscceenenienens 10/12 10/16  China L117.02 . 41312691 97.93 14,341.86
10/16 10/22  Vietnam 1,696.00 1,696.00
Dahlia Sokolov 10/12 10/16  China L117.02 e 41312691 97.93 e 14,341.86
10/16 10/22  Vietnam 1,696.00 1,696.00
Janet Poppleton 10/12 10/16  China L117.02 e 41312691 o 97.93 e 14,341.86
10/16 10/22  Vietnam 1,696.00 1,696.00
Edward Fedd 10/10 10/11  Russia 446.00 41044473 552.00 oo 11,442.73
10/11 10/12 Kazakhstan 474.00 1,830.00 2,304.00
10/12 10/14  Russia 992.00 992.00
10/14 10/18  Germany 1,702.00 1,702.00
Ken Monroe 10/10 10/11  Russia 446.00 41044473 552.00 i 11,442.73
10711 10/12 Kazakhstan 474.00 1,830.00 2,304.00
10/12 10/14  Russia 992.00 992.00
10/14 10/20  Germany 1,702.00 1,702.00
Jean Fruci 1271 12/15  Poland 4,544.00 43,668.68 8,212.68
Chris King 12/8 12/15  Poland 3,626.00 43,641.68 7,267.00
Margaret Caravelli ..........c.ooveveemrereererressereeneres 12/8 12/12  Poland 1,472.00 49,434.86 10,906.86
12/12 12/14  Czech Republic ()
Bart Forsyth 12/6 12/13  Poland 3,976.00 49,099.45 13,075.45
Tara Rothschild 12/8 12/12 Poland 1,472.00 49,434.86 10,906.86
12/12 12/14  Czech Republic ()
Hon. Brian Baird ... 12/2 12/3 Qatar 373.00 48,219.27 8,592.27
12/3 12/4 Afghanistan 75.00 (i) 96.73 171.73
12/4 12/5 Bahrain 446.25 (3) 61.50 507.75
12/5 12/6 Qatar 373.00 () 220.96 593.96
12/6 12/1 Kuwait 324.50 75.00 1,315.14 1,714.64
1211 12/8 Iraq @)
12/8 12/9 Kuwait 324.50 324.50
Amended with State Dept. info:
Hon. Randy Neugebauer .............coooervvvvenene. 12/3 12/4 Nigeria 4414 e (i) .................... 101.23 e 515.37
12/4 12/4 Rwanda (®)
12/4 12/5 Ethiopia 7478.21 () 348.62 826.83
12/5 12/5 Uganda ()
12/5 12/6  Qatar ()
12/6 12/6 Afghanistan ()
12/6 12/6 Kuwait ()
12/6 12/1 United Kingdom [ J—— )
Committee total ... e 177,126.66

LPer diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3Military air transportation.
4Round-trip commercial air.

5Two nights at personal expense.

6 Round-trip Russia-Kazakhstan-Russia.
7Includes United Kingdom.

8|ncluded with Ethiopia.

HON. BART GORDON, Chairman, Apr. 28, 2009.
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2009
Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Hon. Brian Baird 4 ..o 1/29 2/1 Switzerland 2,022.00 i (3) 2,022.00
2/14 2/17  Qatar 506.00 506.00
2/17 2/18  Jordan 321.00 96.13 60.95 477.18
2/18 2/20  Israel 1,114.00 144.66 2,092.44 3,351.10
Commercial @irfare ........cccoooovvcereceerceeiieees v 8,609.39 8,609.39
Nicholas Palaring® ...........coooeeeemevemsmsmsenencnccecnnens 2/14 2/17  Qatar 506.00 506.00
2/17 2/18  Jordan 321.00 96.13 60.95 477.18
2/18 2/20  Israel 1,114.00 144.66 2,092.44 3,351.10
Commercial airfare ... cvvvcreciee 8,609.39 8,609.39
Hon. Bart GOFdoN ...........cceeeerememmmmmmrrnsnseserereneernnnees 2/15 2/19  France 20 L[V P21 ) 605.00  eererererrnrnnens 3,690.01
Commercial @irfare ........coooooevcercomcinienes cvvereennns 8,059.98 8,059.98
Julie Eubank 2/15 2/19  France 20D L1V — P21 ) 605.00  ererereerirenens 3,690.01
Commercial Qirfare ..........ccoooeeecverveieiiciens ceereeeenns 8,059.98 8,059.98
Committee total 51,409.32

1per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3Military air transportation.

4Complete financial data not yet received from the State Department.
HON. BART GORDON, Chairman, Apr. 28, 2009.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND

MAR. 31, 2009
Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
Andrew Su 2127 2/27  Kuwait (3)
2127 2/28  lraq ()

3/1 3/2 Afghanistan 25 (3) 25

312 33 Hungary 229.43 () 229.43
John Arlington 2127 2/27  Kuwait (3)
227 2/28  lraq (3)

3/1 312 Afghanistan 25 () 25

312 3/3 Hungary 229.43 (3) 229.43
John Cuaderes 2121 2127 Kuwait Q]
221 2/28  lraq ()

3/1 3/2 Afghanistan 25 () 25

3/2 313 Hungary 229.43 () 229.43
Hon. Steve Driehaus ..........cccocevveevevonesrieeisrennnns 2127 2/27  Kuwait (3)
2127 2/28  lraq ()

3/1 3/2 Afghanistan 25 (3) 25

3/2 33 Hungary 229.43 Q] 229.43
Hon. Gerald Connolly .......cooeveeerveeerresereeierrei 2127 2/27  Kuwait (3)
221 2/28  lraq (3)

3/1 3/2 Afghanistan 25 () 25

312 33 Hungary 229.43 @) 229.43
Hon. Todd RUSSEll PIatts ......cococerrvcsserercssnnernccs 2121 2127 Kuwait @)
2/21 2/28  lraq @)

3/1 3/2 Afghanistan 25 () 25

312 33 Hungary 229.43 @) 229.43
Hon. Stephen LYNCA ..........coeeeeeeesssesseseeeeeeeeeeeeeee 2127 227 Kuwait ()
2/21 2/28  lraq @)

3/1 3/2 Afghanistan 25 () 25

3/2 33 Hungary 229.43 @) 229.43

Thomas Alexander ... 1/29 1/30  Kuwait 166.00 () 166

1/30 1/31  Qatar 164.00 () 164

131 2/2 Mghanistan 150.00 @) 150
2/2 22 Pakistan @)

. 212 23 Hungary 131.00 @) 131

Kevin MCDBIMOLE ....vovvvceevererceniverressnerensssnnereecs 1/29 1/30  Kuwait 166.00 @) 166
1730 1/31  Qatar 164.00 () 164
131 2/2 Mghanistan 150.00 @) 150
% gg Eakistan 131.00 gg 131
ungary .
Andrew Wright 1/29 1/30  Kuwait 166.00 () 166.00
1/30 1/31  Qatar 164.00 () 164.00
131 2/2 Mghanistan 150.00 @) 150.00
% gg Eakistan 131.00 gg 131.00
ungary . i
Hon. Christopher Van Hollen ..........cooocovvrvvvvrvee.. 1/29 1/30  Kuwait 166.00 () 166.00
1/30 1/31  Qatar 164.00 @) 164.00
131 2/2 Mghanistan 150.00 @) 150.00
% gg Eakistan 131.00 gg 131.00
ungary . i
Hon. Christopher MUrphy .........ccoeeeeeeemseeerererereceeee 1/29 1/30  Kuwait 166.00 () 166.00
1/30 1/31  Qatar 164.00 @) 164.00
131 2/2 Mghanistan 150.00 @) 150.00
% gg Eakistan 131.00 gg 131.00
ungary . i
Dave Turk 1/29 1/30  Kuwait 166.00 () 166.00
1/30 1/31  Qatar 164.00 @) 164.00
131 2/2 Mghanistan 150.00 @) 150.00
% gg Eakistan 131.00 gg 131.00
ungary . i
HON. JONN TIBMEY oovvverevceesisnivivereneeeeeesssniniienes 1/29 1/30  Kuwait 166.00 () 166.00
1/30 1/31  Qatar 164.00 @) 164.00
131 2/2 Mghanistan 150.00 @) 150.00
2/2 22 Pakistan @)

) 2/2 23 Hungary 13100 s ) 131.00
Pakistan—other support costs . 263.88 263.88
Qatar—other support costs 1,212.14 1,212.14
Kabul—aother support costs . - 696.42 696.42
Bruce FEmMandez ...........ommeeeveremeereecsssssssninnnes 4/4 4/6 Syria 70200 oo 13,577.21 14,279.21

4/6 47 Israel 461.00 461.00
4/8 410 India 1,073.38 1,073.38
4/10 411 Morocco 276.60 276.60
Brien Beattie 4/4 4/6 Syria 70200 o 13,577.21 14,279.21
4/6 o7 Israel 461.00 461.00
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Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency ? currency 2 currency? currency 2
4/8 410  India 1,073.38 1,073.38
4/10 4/11  Morocco 276.60 276.60
Leah Perry 4/4 4/6 Syria 702.00 s 13,577.21 14,279.21
4/6 47 Israel 461.00 461.00
48 410 India 1,073.38 1,073.38
4/10 4/11  Morocco 276.60 276.60
Hon. Stephen Lynch .........ccccccocccccieiscniscicnnnnncnccnenn 4/4 4/6 Syria 70200 s 14,220.26 14,922.26
4/6 47 Israel 461.00 461.00
4/8 4/10  India 1,073.38 1,073.38
4/10 411 Morocco 276.60 276.60
Other delegation MOrocco .voovvvevees v 911.00 911.00
Hon. DArrell 1SS2 .....cvveeeevvveeeiieerieeessissesesesssiins 3/20 3/22  Belgium 412.00 412.00
Kurt Bardella 3/20 3/22  Belgium 412.00 412.00
ComMittee total ..ooeoeveeeeeerererisssssssserereieens v 16,933.93 oo LR E— 217284 74,969.26

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
3Military air transportation.
HON EDOLPHUS TOWNS, Chairman, Apr. 29, 2009.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND

MAR. 31, 2009
Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar

Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent

P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.

currency ? currency 2 currency? currency 2
Hon. Steve COReN ..........cvovcvcvccsessssssesescncnccecienn %ﬁg %ﬁg ruwait 639.58 ... gg 639.58

raq
2/16 2/17  Bahrain 624.38 ... (3) 624.38
2/17 2/18  Afghanistan 15.00 () 15.00
2/18 2/20  Kuwait 1,284.32 () 1,284.32
Hon. Mario Diaz-Balart ..o %% %ﬁfﬁ] ruwait 639.58 g)) 639.58
raq

2/16 2/17  Bahrain 624.38 () 624.38
2117 2/18  Afghanistan 15.00 () 15.00
2/18 2/20  Kuwait 1,284.32 () 1,284.32
Hon. Jean SChmidt ..........cccoooveveeveremssesscierenecenrennnnens 2/16 2/18  Mexico 290.00 () 290.00
2/18 2/19  Nicaraqua 174.00 3 174.00
2/19 2/20  Jamaica 402.00 () 402.00
Hon. Jerry COStRll0 ......ooeeveverererosessseeseseeeeeeeeee 1/29 1/30  Brazil 438.00 () 438.00
g e o i i

anama . X
HoN. JORN DUNCAN ooovvveecercsrivevereneerecesesssiniiines 1/29 1/30  Brazil 438.00 () 438.00
1/30 2/1 Argentina 698.00 () 698.00
2/1 2/3  Panama 592.00 () 592.00
Hon. EB. JOhNSON w.eoovveiecceeceeeeeee 1/29 1730 Brazil 438.00 (3) 438.00
1/30 2/1 Argentina 698.00 () 698.00
2/1 23 Panama 592.00 () 592.00
Hon. Solomon Otz ........oovvvveeerereeeesieeeesee 1/29 1/30  Brazil 438.00 (3) 438.00
N I 500 0 5500

anama . X
Hon. Tim Holden ...........cccccovovcceciecessinnsciciescccneccc 1/29 1/30  Brazil 438.00 () 438.00
n e 5500 o 5500

anama . i
Hon. Steve LaTOUTELte .......oovvoceverrccssrirenscsnnerrecs 1/29 1/30  Brazil 438.00 () 438.00
o e 5500 o 55500

anama . X
Hon. Heny Brown .........cooooeveeemveeeeeensieneessieeinns 1/29 1730 Brazil 438.00 (3) 438.00
woo e i | i

anama . i
Hon. Dan Lipinski .........cccvevecevieiessssssescncnenccecneins 1/29 1/30  Brazil 438.00 () 438.00
1/30 2/1 Argentina 698.00 () 698.00
2/1 2/3 Panama 592.00 () 592.00
Jimmy Miller 1/29 1/30  Brazil 438.00 () 438.00
poo e i | i

anama . i
John Cullather 1/29 1/30  Brazil 438.00 () 438.00
1/30 2/1 Argentina 698.00 () 698.00
2/1 2/3 Panama 592.00 () 592.00
Christa FOrnarotto ..........cccoooeeevveeeervevsneeeieiennns 1/29 1730 Brazil 438.00 (3) 438.00
woog e i | i

anama . i
Laurie Bertenthal ...........cccccccoveviveiiesmismscscncncncncciennn 1/29 1/30  Brazil 438.00 () 438.00
1/30 2/1 Argentina 698.00 () 698.00
2/1 2/3 Panama 592.00 () 592.00
Holly Woodruff LYons .........cccccoevveereeemrienerssrienis 1/29 1/30  Brazil 438.00 (3) 438.00
1/30 2/1  Argentina 698.00 () 698.00
2/1 2/3  Panama 592.00 () 592.00
Suzanne Newh 1/29 1/30  Brazil 438.00 () 438.00
1/30 2/1 Argentina 698.00 () 698.00
2/1 2/3 Panama 592.00 @) 592.00

ommittee total ... s ,184. ,184.
Commi | 30,184.56 30,184.56

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.
3 Military air transportation.
HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR, Chairman, Apr. 29, 2009.

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND

MAR. 31, 2009
Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2

Hon. Ron Kind 1/29 1730 Kuwait 166.00 166.00
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND

MAR. 31, 2009—Continued

Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2
1/30 1/31  Qatar 164.00 164.00
1131 212 Afghanistan 150.00 150.00
212 212 Pakistan
212 2/3 Hungary 131.00 131.00
Hon. Jim MEDermott ..........cccocceeeevemmmmmscscrcnecccecninns 2127 2/27  Kuwait
2127 2/28  lraq
3/1 3/2 Afghanistan 25.00 25.00
312 33 Hungary 229.00 229.00
Hon. Ron Kind 3/19 3/23  Belgium 312.00 312.00
Committee total .......cooooovveevcereercereines cveeriennns 1,177.00 1,177.00

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL,

used, enter amount expended.

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL, Chairman, May 1, 2009.

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR.

31, 2009
Date Per diem! Transportation Other purposes Total
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar
Name of Member or employee Artival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US.
currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 currency 2
Hon. Dutch Ruppersberger Middle East 468.51
Middle East 462.25
Middle East 481.88
Europe 404.
P 31,795.76
Robert Minehart Middle East 468.51
Middle East 462.25
Middle East 481.88
Europe 404.
’ 31,795.76
Hon. Mike ROEIS .......ccoovvvveereieeriisecsieeseseri 2/8 England 1,560.00
Commercial airfare 4,264.98 5,824.98
George Pappas, Professional Staff Member ........... 2/8 England 1,560.00
Commercial airfare 4,264.98 5,824.98
Mark Young, Professional Staff Member ... 2/8 England 1,560.00
Commercial airfare 8,969.08 10,529.08
Linda Coben, Professional Staff Member .............. 217 Mexico 1,050.00
Commercial airfare 1,050.58 2,100.58
Miguel Diaz, Professional Staff Member ................. 217 Mexico 1,050.00
Commercial airfare 1,015.00 2,065.00
Christopher Donesa, Professional Staff Member ... 21 Mexico 1,050.00
Commercial airfare 1,055.58 2,105.58
James Lewis, Professional Staff Member ............... 2/17  Europe 404.00
Commercial airfare 6,793.91 7,197.91
Brian Morrison, Professional Staff Member ........... 2/17  Middle East 534.00
2/28  Middle East 174.00
2/19  Middle East 164.00
2/21  Middle East 390.65
Commercial airfare 9,881.22 11,143.87
Iram Ali, Professional Staff Member ...........cccocoes 2/17  Middle East 534.00
2/18  Middle East 174.00
2/19  Middle East 164.00
2/21  Middle East 390.65
Commercial airfare 10,243.22 11,505.87
Joshua Kirshner, Professional Staff Member .......... 2/17  Middle East 534.00
2/28  Middle East 174.00
2/19  Middle East 164.00
2/21  Middle East 390.65
Commercial airfare 9,881.22 11,143.87
Chelsey Campbell, Professional Staff Member ....... 2/17  Middle East 534.00
2/18  Middle East 174.00
2/19  Middle East 164.00
2/21  Middle East 390.65
Commercial airfare 9,851.22 11,113.87
Christopher Donesa, Professional Staff Member ... 2/17  Middle East 534.00
2/18  Middle East 174.00
2/19  Middle East 164.00
2/21  Middle East 390.65
Commercial airfare 9,881.22 11,143.87
Donald Vieira, Professional Staff Member . 2/17  Europe 443.00
i i
urope .
Commercial airfare 11,349.32 13,198.32
Laraunce Hanauer, Professional Staff Member ...... 2/17  Africa 608.00
bor  ines 2500
rica .
Commercial airfare 10,707.79 12,151.79
George Pappas, Professional Staff Member .......... 2/17  Africa 608.00
bor  ines 2500
rica .
Commercial airfare 10,707.79 12,151.79
Hon. Jeff Miller 3/23  Middle East 177.00
Commercial @irfare ...........ccoooovvcemvceercvriieees cveerieenns 6,492.08 6,669.08
James Lewis, Professional Staff Member .............. 3/19 3/23  Middle East 177.00
Commercial @irfare ...........ccoocoovvcemveercverieiees everiienns 6,492.08 6,669.08
Miguel Diaz, Professional Staff Member ................. 3/19 3/23  Middle East 177.00
Commercial @irfare ........cooocoevcemvceercveiienes v 6,492.08 6,669.08
Chairman Silvestre Reyes ............ccvuerrrereirurnernnes 3/26 3/27  Mexico 350.00 S
Michael Delaney, Professional Staff Member ......... 3/26 3/27  Mexico 350.00 S
Committee total 153,500.12

1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals.

2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended.

3Military air transportation.

HON. SILVESTRE REYES, Chairman, Mar. 30, 2009.
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of Rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
the Speaker’s table and referred as fol-
lows:

1746. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s third monthly Lending and Inter-
mediation Survey and Snapshot, covering
the month of February; to the Committee on
Financial Services.

1747. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting Copies of international
agreements, other than treaties, entered into
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C.
112b; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

1748. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s annual re-
port for 2008 on Voting Practices in the
United Nations, pursuant to Public Law 101-
246, section 406; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

1749. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s report on as-
sistance to Azerbaijan, pursuant to Public
Law 107-115; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

1750. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting correspondence from the Hai-
tian Parliament; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

1751. A letter from the Acting Senior Pro-
curement Executive, GSA, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation; FAR
Case 2008-014, Amendments to Incorporate
New Wage Determinations [FAC 2005-31; FAR
Case 2008-014; Item III; Docket 2009-0006; Se-
quence 1] (RIN: 9000-AL17) received March 19,
2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

1752. A letter from the Acting Senior Pro-
curement Executive, GSA, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation; FAR
Case 2008-012, Clarification of Submission of
Cost or Pricing Data on Non-Commercial
Modifications of Commercial Items [FAC
2005-31; FAR Case 2008-012; Item II; Docket
2008-0001, Sequence 10] (RIN: 9000-AL12) re-
ceived March 19, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

1753. A letter from the Acting Senior Pro-
curement Executive, GSA, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation; FAR
Case 2006-032, Small Business Size Rerep-
resentation [FAC 2005-31; FAR Case 2006-032;
Item I, Docket 2007-0002; Sequence 11] (RIN:
9000-AK78) received March 19, 2009, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

1754. A letter from the Acting Senior Pro-
curement Executive, GSA, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation;
Technical Amendments [FAC 2005-31; Item
VI; Docket FAR-2009-0003; Sequence 2] re-
ceived March 19, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

1755. A letter from the Acting Senior Pro-
curement Executive, GSA, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation; FAR
Case 2008-017, Federal Food Donation Act of
2008 [FAC 2005-31; FAR Case 2008-017; Item V;
Docket 2009-0007, Sequence 1] (RIN 9000-AL15)
received March 19, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.
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1756. A letter from the Acting Senior Pro-
curement Executive, GSA, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation;
Technical Amendments [FAC 2005-32; Docket
2009-0003; Sequence 3] received April 21, 2009,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-

form.

1757. A letter from the Acting, Senior Pro-
curement Executive, GSA, Department of
Defense, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation; FAR
Case 2007-013, Employment  Eligibility
Verification [FAC 2005-29, Amendment-3;
FAR Case 2007-013; Docket 2008-0001; Se-
quence 18] (RIN: 9000-AK91) received April 21,
2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

17568. A letter from the Deputy General
Counsel, Office of National Drug Control Pol-
icy, Executive Office of the President, trans-
mitting a report pursuant to the Federal Va-
cancies Reform Act of 1998; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

1759. A letter from the Acting Executive
Secretary, U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment, Bureau for Legislative and Pub-
lic Affairs, transmitting a report pursuant to
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

1760. A letter from the Acting Executive
Secretary, U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment, Bureau for Legislative and Pub-
lic Affairs, transmitting a report pursuant to
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

1761. A letter from the U.S. Department of
Transportation —— Federal Railroad Admin-
istration, transmitting a report pursuant to
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

1762. A letter from the U.S. Department of
Transportation —— Office of the Secretary,
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

1763. A letter from the U.S. Department of
Transportation —— Office of the Secretary,
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

1764. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary — Land and Minerals Manage-
ment, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Renew-
able Energy and Alternate Uses of Existing
Facilities on the Outer Continental Shelf
[Docket ID: MMS-2008-OMM-0012] (RIN: 1010-
AD30) received April 27, 2009, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

1765. A letter from the Deputy Adminis-

trator for Regulatory Programs, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Taking and Importing Marine Mam-
mals; U.S. Navy Training in the Southern
California Range Complex [Docket No.:
0808061069-81583-02] (RIN: 0648-AW91) received

April 27, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

1766. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NMFS, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,
transmitting the Administration’s final rule
— Taking and Importing Marine Mammals;
U.S. Navy’s Atlantic Fleet Active Sonar
Training (AFAST) [Docket No.: 080724897-
81621-02] (RIN: 0648-AW90) received April 21,
2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

1767. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Operations, NMFS, Na-
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tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Taking and Importing Marine Mam-
mals; U.S. Navy Training in the Hawaii
Range Complex [Docket No.: 080519680-81530-
02] (RIN: 0648-AW86) received April 21, 2009,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

1768. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area
630 of the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.:
0910091344-9056-02] (RIN: 0648-XNb53) received
March 30, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

1769. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Deep-Water Species Fishery
by Vessels Using Trawl Gear in the Gulf of
Alaska [Docket No.: 09100091344-0956-02] (RIN:
0648-XN71) received March 30, 2009, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

1770. A letter from the Acting Director Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area
610 of the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.:
0910091344-9056-02] (RIN: 0648-XN42) received
March 27, 2009, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

1771. A letter from the Director, Adminis-
trative Office of the United States Courts,
transmitting the Office’s report on applica-
tions for orders authorizing or approving the
interception of wire, oral, or electronic com-
munications and the number of orders and
extensions granted or denied during calendar
year 2008, pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 2519(3); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

1772. A letter from the Chair, NASA Aero-
space Safety Advisory Panel, transmitting
the Panel’s Annual Report for 2008, pursuant
to Public Law 109-155, section 106(b); to the
Committee on Science and Technology.

1773. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, transmitting a determination
that Agency real estate holdings located at
the Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL)
in Ventura County, California, are no longer
needed for mission requirements, pursuant
to 42 U.S.C. 2476a, section 207; to the Com-
mittee on Science and Technology.

1774. A letter from the Federal Register Li-
aison Officer, Department of the Treasury,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Establishment of the Haw River Valley
Viticultural Area (2007R-179P) [Docket No.:
TTB-2008-0001; T.D. TTB-74; Re: Notice No.
81] (RIN: 1513-AB45) received April 29, 2009,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

1775. A letter from the Chief Counsel (Act-
ing), Department of the Treasury, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Regula-
tions Governing Securities Held in
TreasuryDirect—received April 29, 2009, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

1776. A letter from the Board of Trustees,
Federal Old-Age And Survivors Insurance
And Federal Disability Insurance Trust
Funds, transmitting the 2009 Annual Report
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of the Board of Trustees of the Federal Old-
Age and Survivors Insurance and the Federal
Disability Insurance Trust Funds, pursuant
to 42 U.S.C. 401(c)(2), 1395i(b)(2), and
1395t(b)(2); (H. Doc. No. 111-41); to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means and ordered to be
printed.

1777. A letter from the Board of Trustees,
Federal Hospital Insurance Trust Fund,
transmitting the 2009 Annual Report of the
Board of Trustees of the Federal Hospital In-
surance Trust Fund and the Federal Supple-
mentary Medical Insurance Trust Fund, pur-
suant to 42 U.S.C. 401(c)(2), 1395i(b)(2), and
1395t(b)(2); (H. Doc. No. 111-40); jointly to the
Committees on Ways and Means and Energy
and Commerce, and ordered to be printed.

——

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. SKELTON: Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. H.R. 2101. A bill to promote reform and
independence in the oversight of weapons
system acquisition by the Department of De-
fense; with an amendment (Rept. 111-101).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union.

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee: Committee on
Science and Technology. H.R. 2020. A bill to
amend the High-Performance Computing Act
of 1991 to authorize activities for support of
networking and information technology re-
search, and for other purposes; with an
amendment (Rept. 111-102). Referred to the
Committee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union.

Mr. RAHALL: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 31. A bill to provide for the rec-
ognition of the Lumbee Tribe of North Caro-
lina, and for other purposes; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 111-103). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the State of
the Union.

Mr. RAHALL: Committee on Natural Re-
sources. H.R. 1385. A bill to extend Federal
recognition to the Chickahominy Indian
Tribe-Eastern Division, the Upper Mattaponi
Tribe, the Rappahannock Tribe, Inc., the
Monacan Indian Nation, and the Nansemond
Indian Tribe; with an amendment (Rept. 111-
104). Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union.

Mr. OBEY: Committee on Appropriations.
H.R. 2346. A bill making supplemental appro-
priations for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes (Rept.
111-105). Referred to the Committee of the
Whole House on the State of the Union.

——————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. LEWIS of Georgia (for himself
and Mr. BOUSTANY):

H.R. 2343. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the partial pay-
ment requirement on submissions of offers-
in-compromise; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mr. INSLEE (for himself, Mr. CON-
YERS, Mr. BOUCHER, Ms. ZOE LOFGREN
of California, and Ms. ESH0OO):

H.R. 2344. A bill to amend section 114 of
title 17, United States Code, to provide for
agreements for the reproduction and per-
formance of sound recordings by webcasters;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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By Mr. ADLER of New Jersey (for him-
self, Mr. SIMPSON, and Mr. BROUN of
Georgia):

H.R. 2345. A Dbill to amend the Fair Credit
Reporting Act to provide for an exclusion
from Red Flag Guidelines for health care
practices with 20 or fewer employees; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. HOYER:

H.R. 2347. A bill to encourage the manufac-
ture and use of efficient and advanced elec-
tric transmission cables, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committee on
Science and Technology, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. HOYER:

H.R. 2348. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to encourage investment in
electric transmission technologies that im-
prove the efficiency of power delivery; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. RYAN of Ohio (for himself, Mr.
BOCCIERI, Ms. SUTTON, Mr. KUCINICH,
and Ms. KILROY):

H.R. 2349. A bill to provide in personam ju-
risdiction in civil actions against contrac-
tors of the United States Government per-
forming contracts abroad with respect to se-
rious bodily injuries of members of the
Armed Forces, civilian employees of the
United States Government, and United
States citizen employees of companies per-
forming work for the United States Govern-
ment in connection with contractor activi-
ties, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

By Ms. SCHWARTZ (for herself, Mr.
ABERCROMBIE, Ms. BERKLEY, Mr. BER-
MAN, Mr. BisHOP of New York, Mr.
BLUMENAUER, Mr. BOSWELL, Mr.
BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mrs. CAPPS,
Mr. CARNAHAN, Ms. CASTOR of Flor-
ida, Mrs. CHRISTENSEN, Ms. CLARKE,

Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. COHEN, Mr.
CONNOLLY of Virginia, Mr. COURTNEY,
Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr.

DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. DELAURO, Mr.
DOGGETT, Mr. DRIEHAUS, Mr. ED-
WARDS of Texas, Mr. ELLISON, Mr.
FARR, Mr. FATTAH, Ms. GIFFORDS, Mr.
GUTIERREZ, Mrs. HALVORSON, Mr.
HARE, Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr.
HIGGINS, Mr. HINCHEY, Ms. HIRONO,
Mr. HOLT, Mr. ISRAEL, Ms. JACKSON-
LEE of Texas, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Ms. KILROY, Mr. KIND, Mr.
KUucINICH, Ms. LEE of California, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. LEwWIS of Georgia, Mr.
LOEBSACK, Mr. MAFFEI, Ms. MATSUI,
Ms. McCoLLUM, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin,
Mr. MORAN of Virginia, Mr. PATRICK
J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
MURTHA, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. NEAL
of Massachusetts, Mr. OLVER, Mr.
PERLMUTTER, Mr. PETERS, Ms. PIN-
GREE of Maine, Mr. SALAZAR, Mr.
SCHRADER, Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, Mr.
ScoTT of Georgia, Ms. SHEA-PORTER,
Mr. SIRES, Mr. SNYDER, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Ms. WATERS, Ms. WATSON,
Mr. WEINER, Mr. WILSON of Ohio, Mr.
YARMUTH, Mr. MEEKS of New York,
Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California,
Mr. HONDA, Mr. ETHERIDGE, Ms. SUT-
TON, Mr. HOLDEN, Mr. KANJORSKI, Mr.
LANGEVIN, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. DOYLE, Mr. WEXLER,
and Ms. DEGETTE):

H.R. 2350. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act and the Social Security
Act to increase the number of primary care
physicians and primary care providers and to
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improve patient access to primary care serv-
ices, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Ways and
Means, and Education and Labor, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. KANJORSKI (for himself, Mr.
GUTIERREZ, Mr. ROYCE, Mr. SCOTT of
Georgia, and Mr. LATOURETTE):

H.R. 2351. A Dbill to amend the Federal
Credit Union Act to increase the borrowing
authority of the National Credit Union Ad-
ministration, establish a National Credit
Union Share Insurance Fund restoration
plan period, assess insured credit unions for
the costs associated with the corporate cred-
it union stabilization effort on an anti-cycli-
cal basis, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

By Mr. SHULER (for himself, Mr.
LUETKEMEYER, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mrs.
DAHLKEMPER, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr.

NYE, Mr. SCHOCK, Mr. SESTAK, Mr.
MOORE of Kansas, Ms. CLARKE, Mr.
ALTMIRE, Mr. MICHAUD, Mrs.
HALVORSON, and Mr. SCHRADER):

H.R. 2352. A bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business.

By Mr. CHAFFETZ (for himself, Mr.
SENSENBRENNER, Mr. BURTON of Indi-
ana, Mr. GALLEGLY, Mr. FLEMING, Mr.
SCHOCK, Mr. BisHOP of Utah, and Mr.
BOOZMAN):

H.R. 2353. A bill to require electric utilities
to notify electric consumers of the cost of
emission allowances associated with the
electricity delivered to such consumers, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself, Mr.
BURGESS, and Mr. GENE GREEN of
Texas):

H.R. 2354. A Dbill to provide for increased re-
search, coordination, and expansion of
health promotion programs through the De-
partment of Health and Human Services; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. RICHARDSON (for herself, Mr.
CUMMINGS, Mr. CONYERS, Mr. MEEK of
Florida, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Ms. LEE of

California, Mr. ROHRABACHER, Mr.
ScoTT of  Virginia, and Mrs.
TAUSCHER):

H.R. 2355. A bill to establish a National
Goods Movement Improvement Fund to pro-
vide funding for infrastructure projects that
will improve the movement of goods, miti-
gate environmental damage caused by the
movement of goods, and enhance the secu-
rity of transported goods; to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure, and in
addition to the Committee on Ways and
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BACA:

H.R. 2356. A bill to amend section 1119 of
the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 to require each State educational
agency receiving assistance under part A of
title I of such Act to consider a teacher high-
ly qualified if the teacher is (or was) highly
qualified in at least 1 other State and has at
least 5 years of teaching experience; to the
Committee on Education and Labor.

By Mrs. BONO MACK:

H.R. 2357. A bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to facilitate number port-
ability in order to increase consumer choice
of voice service provider; to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.
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By Mrs. DAVIS of California (for her-
self, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mrs. CAPPS, and
Mr. WITTMAN):

H.R. 2358. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to require coverage
under the Medicaid Program for freestanding
birth center services; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. ENGEL (for himself and Mr.
BARTLETT):

H.R. 2359. A bill to ensure parity between
the temporary duty imposed on ethanol and
tax credits provided on ethanol; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. KIND (for himself, Mr. GER-
LACH, Mr. BARROW, Mr. YOUNG of
Florida, Mr. ADLER of New Jersey,
Mrs. EMERSON, Ms. KosSMAS, Mr.
BARTLETT, Mrs. HALVORSON, Mr.
SCHOCK, Mr. ALTMIRE, Ms. GINNY
BROWN-WAITE of Florida, Mr. PETERS,
Ms. GRANGER, Mr. MCMAHON, Mr.
DENT, Ms. BEAN, Mr. JOHNSON of Illi-
nois, Ms. SCHWARTZ, Mr. COURTNEY,
and Mr. CARNAHAN):

H.R. 2360. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to establish a nationwide
health insurance purchasing pool for small
businesses and the self-employed that would
offer a choice of private health plans and
make health coverage more affordable, pre-
dictable, and accessible; to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to
the Committees on Education and Labor,
Ways and Means, and Rules, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts (for
himself and Mr. SMITH of Texas):

H.R. 2361. A bill to require the accredita-
tion of English language training programs,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. HELLER (for himself, Ms.
BERKLEY, and Ms. TITUS):

H.R. 2362. A bill to amend the Energy and
Policy Act of 2005 to reauthorize a provision
relating to geothermal lease revenue, to di-
rect the Secretary of the Interior to estab-
lish a pilot project to streamline certain
Federal renewable energy permitting proc-
esses, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. FARR (for himself, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. LEE of California,

Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr.
SIRES, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. GENE GREEN of

Texas, Mr. BILBRAY, Ms. McCOLLUM,
Mr. WEXLER, Mr. STARK, Ms. LORET-

TA SANCHEZ of California, Mr.
BLUMENAUER, Mr. DELAHUNT, Mr.
HONDA, Mr. SENSENBRENNER, Ms.
ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. ISRAEL, Ms.

ESHO00, and Mr. FILNER):

H.R. 2363. A bill to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to provide for cere-
monies on or near Independence Day for ad-
ministering oaths of allegiance to legal im-
migrants whose applications for naturaliza-
tion have been approved; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Mr. DEFAZIO (for himself, Mr. RA-
HALL, Mr. MINNICK, Mr. SCHRADER,
Mr. DicKs, and Mr. WU):

H.R. 2364. A bill to amend section 211(o) of
the Clean Air Act to change the definition of
renewable biomass in the renewable fuel pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. DEFAZIO (for himself, Mr. DUN-
CAN, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. McHUGH, Mr.
OBERSTAR, Mrs. EMERSON, Mr. BOREN,
Mr. PLATTS, Ms. DELAURO, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Mr. HALL of New York,
Mr. KILDEE, Mr. RODRIGUEZ, Mr. HIN-
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CHEY, Mr. WILSON of Ohio, Mr.
COSTELLO, Mr. CARNEY, Ms.
BORDALLO, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr.
KUucINICH, and Mr. STARK):

H.R. 2365. A bill to require the establish-
ment of a Consumer Price Index for Elderly
Consumers to compute cost-of-living in-
creases for Social Security and Medicare
benefits under titles II and XVIII of the So-
cial Security Act; to the Committee on Ways
and Means, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Energy and Commerce, and Edu-
cation and Labor, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. HIGGINS:

H.R. 2366. A bill to amend the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, the
Public Health Service Act, and the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to require group and in-
dividual health insurance coverage and
group health plans to provide for coverage of
oral cancer drugs on terms no less favorable
than the coverage provided for intravenously
administered anticancer medications; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in
addition to the Committees on Education
and Labor, and Ways and Means, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. HODES:

H.R. 2367. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a credit to em-
ployers for reimbursing the expenses of em-
ployees who provide carpooling; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. HOLT (for himself, Mr. GEORGE
MILLER of California, Mr. MASSA, Ms.
BORDALLO, Mrs. TAUSCHER, Mr.
BLUMENAUER, Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr.
LOBIONDO, Mr. SESTAK, Mr. CALVERT,
Mr. CARDOZA, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr.
HoNDA, Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. COSTA):

H.R. 2368. A bill to encourage water effi-
ciency; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Oversight and Government Reform,
and Armed Services, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself and
Mrs. BONO MACK):

H.R. 2369. A bill to improve mental and
substance use health care; to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

By Mrs. MALONEY (for herself and Mr.
PETRI):

H.R. 2370. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to require the dis-
closure of certain information by persons
conducting phone banks during campaigns
for election for Federal office, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on House Admin-
istration.

By Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut (for
himself, Mr. MARKEY of Massachu-
setts, and Mr. WELCH):

H.R. 2371. A bill to use tradable greenhouse
gas emission allowances under the American
Clean Energy and Security Act of 2009 to
provide assistance to residential and com-
mercial consumers of home heating oil and
propane in reducing the effective costs of
such fuels through State programs to deliver
cost-effective efficiency programs and other
consumer assistance; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. PAULSEN:

H.R. 2372. A bill to amend the Nuclear
Waste Policy Act of 1982 to require the Presi-
dent to certify that the Yucca Mountain site
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remains the designated site for the develop-
ment of a repository for the disposal of high-
level radioactive waste, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mr. PRICE of Georgia (for himself
and Mr. SHULER):

H.R. 2373. A bill to amend part B of title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to restore
payments for home oxygen therapy through
the beneficiary’s period of medical need; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on Ways
and Means, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. RODRIGUEZ:

H.R. 2374. A bill to amend the Fair Credit
Reporting Act to make credit scores avail-
able to consumers once each year free of
charge and to allow consumers to see the
credit score used in connection with any par-
ticular lending or credit decision, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.

By Mr. SHERMAN (for himself, Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. KLEIN of Florida,
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, and Mr.
KIRK):

H.R. 2375. A bill to require the application
of sanctions against affiliates of the Iran
Revolutionary Guard Corps, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, and in addition to the Committees on
the Judiciary, Oversight and Government
Reform, and Ways and Means, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. STEARNS:

H.R. 2376. A bill to withhold United States
funding from the United Nations Human
Rights Council; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

By Ms. TITUS (for herself and Ms.
WOOLSEY):

H.R. 2377. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Education to establish and administer an
awards program recognizing excellence ex-
hibited by public school system employees
providing services to students in pre-kinder-
garten through higher education; to the
Committee on Education and Labor.

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
(for himself, Mr. HOLDEN, Mr. PITTS,
Mr. ALTMIRE, Mr. SHULER, Mr. BROUN
of Georgia, Mr. ROGERS of Alabama,
Mr. MURTHA, Mr. GINGREY of Georgia,
Mr. COLE, and Mr. GERLACH):

H. Con. Res. 123. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the historical and national signifi-
cance of the many contributions of John Wil-
liam Heisman to the sport of football; to the
Committee on Education and Labor.

By Mr. MACK (for himself, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, Mrs. BONO MACK, Mr. BISHOP
of Utah, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr.
CAMPBELL, Mr. CANTOR, Mr. LINCOLN
DI1AZ-BALART of Florida, Mr. MARIO
D1Az-BALART of Florida, Mr. KIRK,
Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. McCAUL, Mr.
MCCOTTER, Mr. ROHRABACHER, Mr.
ROONEY, Mr. SHIMKUS, Mr. SHUSTER,
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mr.
ROYCE, Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey,
Mrs. MYRICK, Mr. SCHOCK, Mr. MAN-
ZULLO, Mr. BROUN of Georgia, Mr.
POE of Texas, Mr. PENCE, and Mr.
WOLF):

H. Con. Res. 124. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the support of Congress for the Jew-
ish community in Venezuela; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. CONYERS (for himself and Mr.
SMITH of Texas):
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H. Res. 424. A resolution authorizing and
directing the Committee on the Judiciary to
inquire whether the House should impeach
Samuel B. Kent, a judge of the United States
District Court for the Southern District of
Texas; to the Committee on Rules; consid-
ered and agreed to.

By Mr. FLAKE:

H. Res. 425. A resolution raising a question
of the privileges of the House.

By Mr. MCNERNEY (for himself and
Mr. SCHIFF):

H. Res. 426. A resolution honoring police
officers and law enforcement professionals
during Police Week; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. MCINTYRE (for himself, Mr.
WILSON of South Carolina, Mr.
FORBES, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. BOOZMAN,
Mr. KANJORSKI, Ms. RICHARDSON, Ms.
Foxx, Mr. HALL of Texas, Mr. PITTS,
Mr. MILLER of Florida, and Mr.
REHBERG):

H. Res. 428. A resolution recognizing the
immeasurable contributions of fathers in the
healthy development of children, supporting
responsible fatherhood, and encouraging
greater involvement of fathers in the lives of
their children, especially on Father’s Day; to
the Committee on Education and Labor.

By Mr. MELANCON:

H. Res. 429. A resolution congratulating
Jockey Calvin Borel for his victory at the
135th Kentucky Derby; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

By Mr. PASCRELL (for himself, Mr.
TIBERI, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr. SIRES,
Mr. BROWN of South Carolina, Mr.
MAFFEI, Mrs. MILLER of Michigan,
Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mr. LEWwWIS of Georgia,
Mr. DELAHUNT, Ms. TITUS, Mr.
WEXLER, Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia,
Mr. McCOTTER, and Mr. FILNER):

H. Res. 430. A resolution expressing condo-
lences to the citizens of Italy and support for
the Government of Italy in the aftermath of
the devastating earthquake that struck the
Abruzzo region of central Italy; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. SENSENBRENNER:

H. Res. 431. A resolution impeaching Sam-
uel B. Kent, judge of the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Southern District of
Texas, for high crimes and misdemeanors; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows:

H.R. 22: Mr. GUTHRIE and Mr. CAPUANO.

H.R. 43: Mr. CARNAHAN, Mr. WELCH, Mr.
BisHOP of Georgia, Mr. BISHOP of New York,
Mr. MCCOTTER, Mr. CONAWAY, and Mr. KAN-
JORSKI.

H.R. 61: Mr. HASTINGS of Florida.

H.R. 67: Mr. HASTINGS of Florida.

H.R. 82: Mr. BoyD, Mr. PLATTS, Mr. ROO-
NEY, Mr. CARNEY, and Ms. KILPATRICK of
Michigan.

H.R. 144: Mr. CARSON of Indiana.

H.R. 147: Mr. MAFFEI, Mr. GUTIERREZ, and
Mr. RODRIGUEZ.

H.R. 179: Mr. CLEAVER and Mr. AL GREEN
OF TEXAS.

H.R. 181: Mr. GRAYSON and Mr. CUMMINGS.

H.R. 197: Mrs. MYRICK, Mr. BACA, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mr. WAMP, and Mr. SHUSTER.

H.R. 205: Mr. HALL of Texas.

H.R. 275: Mr. LUCAS, Mr. PAULSEN, Mr.
ELLSWORTH, Mrs. SCHMIDT, Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN, Mr. GERLACH, and Mr. YARMUTH.

H.R. 305: Mr. TAYLOR, Ms. TITUS, and Mr.
MICHAUD.
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H. R. 333: Mr. PETERS, Mr. ADLER of New
Jersey, Mr. MINNICK, and Mr. KILDEE.

Mr. HIGGINS.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. RADAN-
OVICH, and Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. NUNES, Mr.
MCDERMOTT, and Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts.

Mr. HODES, Ms. TITUS, Mr. GARY G. MILLER
of California, Mr. HOLDEN, Mr. SMITH of
Texas, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. BACA, Mr. WAMP,
Mr. SHUSTER, and Mr. SCHOCK.

467: Mr. ELLISON.

509: Mr. FARR, and Mr. KILDEE.

520: Mr. CARSON of Indiana.

560: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
578: Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas.

593: Mr. RAHALL.

. R. 616: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska, and Mr.
MCINTYRE.

H. R. 626: Ms.
DEGETTE.

H. R. 690: Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. MOORE of Kan-
sas, and Mr. HILL.

H. R. 699: Mr. GONZALEZ.

H. R. 716: Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN.

H. R. 734: Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr.
MICHAUD, Mr. HEINRICH, MR. DELAHUNT, and
Mr. ELLSWORTH.

H. R. 745: Mr. BoyD, Mr. YARMUTH, and Mr.
DICKS.

H.R. 775: Mr. MINNICK, Mr. HARPER, Mrs.
MYRICK, and Mr. CULBERSON.

H.R. 795: Mr. RODRIGUEZ.

H.R. 874: Mr. ScoTT of Virginia, Ms. TSON-
GAS, and Mr. SARBANES.

H.R. 877: Mr. CASSIDY.

H.R. 881: Mr. HALL of Texas and Mr. PENCE.

H.R. 886: Mr. RUSH.

H.R. 930: Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut.

H.R. 952: Mr. MAFFEI, Mr. SIRES, Mr.
CONNOLLY of Virginia, Mr. AL GREEN of
Texas, Ms. KosMAS, Mr. NADLER of New
York, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. TAYLOR, Mr. LEWIS
of Georgia, Mr. MURTHA, Mr. WEINER, Mrs.
LOWEY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. ROTHMAN of New
Jersey, Mr. HODES, Mr. ABERCROMBIE, Mr.
KENNEDY, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr.
PERLMUTTER, Mr. YARMUTH, Mr. ACKERMAN,
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Mr. ADLER of New Jersey, Mr. SARBANES,
and Mr. SPACE.

H.R. 980: Mr. CASTLE, Ms. BERKLEY, Mr.
SABLAN, Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. BAIRD, and Mr.
TONKO.

H.R. 988: Mr. INSLEE, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr.
FLEMING, and Mr. WELCH.

H.R. 1016: Mrs. BLACKBURN.

H.R. 1017: Mr. COURTNEY.

H.R. 1054: Mr. MANZULLO and Mr. PAULSEN.

H.R. 1055: Mr. MANZULLO.

H.R. 1062: Mr. LANCE.

H.R. 1064: Mr. BERMAN, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mr.
LANGEVIN, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California,
Mr. MEEK of Florida, and Ms. EDWARDS of
Maryland.

H.R. 1066: Mr. BisHOP of New York, Mr.
LOEBSACK, and Mr. GORDON of Tennessee.

H.R. 1074: Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. FRANKS of Ari-
zona, Mr. HOLDEN, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. BAcCA,
Mrs. MYRICK, Mr. WAMP, Mr. BISHOP of Utah,
and Mr. GINGREY of Georgia.

H.R. 1101: Ms. NORTON, Mr. MOORE of Kan-
sas, and Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California.

H.R. 1126: Mr. BoOZMAN and Mr. BOUCHER.

H.R. 1137: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ.

H.R. 1183: Mr. ELLSWORTH, Mr. GUTHRIE,
Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia,
Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr.
SHUSTER, Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, Mr. NUNES,
and Mr. RUPPERSBERGER.

H.R. 1193: Mr. CARNAHAN.

H.R. 1207: Mr. ROYCE, Mr. FORTENBERRY,
Mr. MACK, Mr. BARROW, Mr. Mica, Mr.
MAFFEI, and Mr. INSLEE.

H.R. 1215: Mr. HONDA, Mr. CAPUANO, and
Mr. PAYNE.

H.R. 1240: Ms. FUDGE.

H.R. 1265: Mr. WEXLER.

H.R. 1298: Mr. MURTHA.
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H.R. 1308: Mr. VAN HOLLEN and Mr. DON-
NELLY of Indiana.

H.R. 1322: Mr. BOUCHER, Mr. ABERCROMBIE,
Mr. MCINTYRE, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, and Mr.
CONYERS.

H.R. 1339: Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. MILLER of
Florida, Mr. FLEMING, and Mr. WELCH.

H.R. 1354: Mr. SIMPSON.

H.R. 1361: Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia.

H.R. 1362: Mr. HIMES.

H.R. 1378: Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr.
KENNEDY, and Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H.R. 1398: Ms. KOosSMAS, Mr. STEARNS, Ms.
GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida, and Mr.
COHEN.

H.R. 1415: Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut, Mr.
COURTNEY, Mr. COOPER, Mr. HARPER, Mr. TIM
MURPHY of Pennsylvania, Mr. LEWIS of Geor-
gia, and Mr. BROUN of Georgia.

H.R. 1428: Mr. CARNAHAN, Mr. HARE, Mr.
BisHOP of Georgia, and Mr. MORAN of Vir-
ginia.

H.R. 1441: Mr. PRrICE of North Carolina and
Mr. CARNAHAN.

H.R. 1443: Mr. QUIGLEY.

H.R. 1454: Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. JONES, Mr. CAN-
TOR, Mr. FILNER, and Mr. SPRATT.

H.R. 1460: Mr. CARNAHAN.

H.R. 1466: Mr. WATT and Mr. RUSH.

H.R. 1474: Mr. ORTIZ and Mr. VAN HOLLEN.

H.R. 1476: Mr. CARSON of Indiana.

H.R. 1508: Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 1523: Mrs. NAPOLITANO and Mrs.
MALONEY.

H.R. 1526: Mr. FOSTER, Mr. COHEN, and Mr.
RANGEL.

H.R. 1547: Mr. PIERLUISI, Mr. MASSA, Mr.
CARNAHAN, Mr. ORTIZ, and Mrs. LOWEY.

H.R. 1548: Mr. NEUGEBAUER, Mr. ALTMIRE,
and Mr. ADLER of New Jersey.

H.R. 1551: Mr. CARNAHAN and Ms. WATSON.

H.R. 1608: Ms. WATERS.

H.R. 1615: Mr. CARNAHAN.

H.R. 1618: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms.
LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California, Mr. INSLEE,
and Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.

H.R. 1625: Mr. EHLERS, Mr. SHIMKUS, Mr.
GONZALEZ, Ms. DELAURO, and Mr. BOSWELL.

H.R. 1628: Mr. HOEKSTRA.

H.R. 1645: Mr. CAPUANO.

H.R. 1646: Mr. COHEN, Mr. BACHUS, Mr. BoU-
CHER, Mr. RAHALL, and Mr. LYNCH.

H.R. 1666: Ms. SCHWARTZ.

H.R. 1670: Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, Mr. ELLS-
WORTH, and Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 1684: Mr. HOLDEN, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
BACA, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, and Mr. SMITH
of Washington.

H.R. 1685: Mr. SIRES.

H.R. 1686: Mr. HODES.

H.R. 1688: Mr. HARPER and Mr. SPACE.

H.R. 1691: Mr. JONES.

H.R. 1692: Mr. GORDON of Tennessee.

H.R. 1693: Mr. LATHAM, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr.
SOUDER, Mr. COSTELLO, and Mr. CARNAHAN.

H.R. 1700: Mr. GRAYSON and Ms. WOOLSEY.

H.R. 1707: Mr. TERRY.

H.R. 1740: Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr. NUNES,
Mr. DAvVIS of Illinois, Mr. BROWN of South
Carolina, Mr. MICHAUD, and Mr. JACKSON of
Illinois.

H.R. 1742: Mr. INSLEE.

H.R. 1761: Mr. CARNAHAN.

H.R. 1799: Mr. PERLMUTTER.

H.R. 1802: Mr. GINGREY of Georgia.

H.R. 1826: Mr. FILNER and
DAHLKEMPER.

H.R. 1846: Ms. RICHARDSON and Ms. JACK-
SON-LEE of Texas.

H.R. 1869: Mr. INSLEE, Mr. DOYLE, Mr. NEAL
of Massachusetts, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois,
Ms. CLARKE, Mr. ELLISON, Ms. WATSON, and
Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts.

H.R. 1884: Mr. PETERSON, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Mr. Ross, Mr. KING of Iowa, Mr. LINCOLN
Di1AZ-BALART of Florida, Mr. WILSON of Ohio,
Mr. BARROW, Mr. GRAYSON, Mr. HEINRICH,
and Ms. WOOLSEY.

Mrs.
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H.R. 1919: Mr. LINDER.

H.R. 1930: Mr. JONES.

H.R. 1932: Mr. MORAN of Virginia and Mr.
KILDEE.

H.R. 1939: Mr. GOODLATTE.

H.R. 1941: Mr. BILBRAY.

H.R. 1956: Mr. KLINE of Minnesota.

H.R. 1976: Mr. SESTAK.

H.R. 1977: Mr. BUCHANAN and Mr. VAN
HOLLEN.

H.R. 1985: Mr. LANCE and Mr. UPTON.

H.R. 1995: Mr. LEWIS of Georgia.

H.R. 2002: Mr. WEXLER and Ms. GINNY

BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
H.R. 2014: Mr. Ross, Mr. GORDON of Ten-

nessee, Mr. POSEY, Mr. HOEKSTRA, Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. MURTHA, Ms.
HIroNO, Mr. COHEN, Mr. BOCCIERI, Mr.

FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. MCHUGH, Mr. LIN-
COLN DI1AZ-BALART of Florida, Mr. MURPHY of
Connecticut, and Mr. HONDA.

H.R. 2017: Mr. SMITH of Washington.

H.R. 2038: Mr. KIND.

H.R. 2049: Mr. HALL of Texas, Mr. KLEIN of
Florida, Mr. MARCHANT, Mr. PAUL, and Mrs.
BLACKBURN.

H.R. 2053: Mr. CARTER.

H.R. 2057: Ms. CLARKE and Mr. BERMAN.

H.R. 2058: Mr. LOBIONDO, Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA, and Mr. HALL of New York.

H.R. 2067: Mr. HALL of New York.

H.R. 2081: Mr. GRAYSON.

H.R. 2083: Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. HELLER, and
Mr. LINDER.

H.R. 2085: Mr. PAUL and Mr. SERRANO.

H.R. 2132: Mr. LEWIS of Georgia.

H.R. 2134: Mr. SIRES, Mr. MEEKS of New
York, Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr.
HINOJOSA, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr. SHERMAN, Ms.
CLARKE, Mr. HONDA, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois,
Mr. ROHRABACHER, Ms. GIFFORDS, Mr. REYES,
Mr. FARR, Mr. TANNER, and Ms. ROYBAL-AL-
LARD.

H.R. 2149: Mr. YOUNG of Florida, Mr. WOLF,
Mr. SESTAK, and Mr. FLEMING.

H.R. 2161: Ms. CLARKE and Mr. HODES.

H.R. 2194: Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey, Mr.
SCHIFF, Mr. SCALISE, Mr. GRAYSON, Mr.
HOLDEN, Ms. SCHWARTZ, Mr. INGLIS, Mr.
MITCHELL, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. GALLEGLY, Mrs.
NAPOLITANO, Mr. BARROW, Mr. JACKSON of I1-
linois, Mr. REICHERT, Mr. MACK, Mr. KAGEN,
Mr. NADLER of New York, Mr. ALEXANDER,
Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. COLE, and Ms. BEAN.

H.R. 2214: Ms. WOOLSEY.

H.R. 2239: Mr. CONYERS.

H.R. 2243: Mr. BROWN of South Carolina,
Mr. HINOJOSA, Ms. GIFFORDS, Mr. WILSON of
South Carolina, Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. KAGEN, Ms.
SCHWARTZ, Mr. SPACE, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN,
Mr. MASSA, and Ms. PINGREE of Maine.

H.R. 2254: Mr. NYE.

H.R. 2261: Ms. TSONGAS.

H.R. 2269: Mr. GONZALEZ, Mr. THOMPSON of
Mississippi, Mr. ALEXANDER, and Mr.
HASTINGS of Florida.

H.R. 2270: Mr. BILBRAY, Mr. MICHAUD, and
Mr. BOOZMAN.

H.R. 2280: Mr. GRAYSON.

H.R. 2283: Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr. ROGERS
of Alabama, and Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN.

H.R. 2294: Mr. CHAFFETZ, Mr. CALVERT,
Mrs. EMERSON, Mr. GERLACH, Ms. JENKINS,
Mr. POE of Texas, Mr. THORNBERRY, Mr.
CULBERSON, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr. MIL-
LER of Florida, Mr. HERGER, Mr. OLSON, Mr.
McCAUL, Mr. MACK, Mr. ROONEY, Mr. MAN-
ZULLO, Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. BACHUS, Mrs.
BACHMANN, Mr. PITTS, Mr. REHBERG, Ms.
Foxx, Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas, Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington, Mr. ALEXANDER,
Mr. ROGERS of Alabama, Mr. MARCHANT, Mr.
KLINE of Minnesota, Mr. PLATTS, Mr.
GRAVES, and Mr. LUETKEMEYER.

H.R. 2321: Mrs. MYRICK.

H.J. Res. 37: Mr. GRAVES, Mr. TIAHRT, and
Mr. SCALISE.

H.J. Res. 50: Mr. BILBRAY, Mr. MARSHALL,
and Mr. KLINE of Minnesota.
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H. Con. Res. 49: Mr. THORNBERRY, Mr. PoOM-
EROY, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. CARNAHAN, and Mr.
PERRIELLO.

H. Con. Res. 84: Mr. CALVERT.

H. Con. Res. 89: Mr. DOGGETT.

H. Con. Res. 102: Mr. CUMMINGS.

H. Con. Res. 105: Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr.
BILBRAY, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. GONZALEZ, Mr.
SOUDER, Mr. KENNEDY, Ms. DELAURO, Mr.
RODRIGUEZ, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN.

H. Con. Res. 107: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H. Con. Res. 108: Ms. HIRONO.

H. Con. Res. 109: Mr. BIsHOP of Georgia, Ms.
BORDALLO, Mr. CA0, Mr. MARKEY of Massa-
chusetts, Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, and Mr.
SERRANO.

H. Con. Res. 112: Mr. CoSTA, Mr. ELLISON,
and Mr. WOLF.

H. Con. Res. 117: Mr. SCHIFF and Mr. CAL-
VERT.

H. Con. Res. 120: Ms. WATSON, Mr.
CUMMINGS, Mr. BERRY, and Ms. SHEA-PORTER.

H. Con. Res. 121: Mrs. BACHMANN and Mr.
GOODLATTE.

H. Res. 156: Mr. JONES, Mr. GALLEGLY, Mr.
PENCE, and Mr. ROYCE.

H. Res. 192: Mr. MEEK of Florida.

H. Res. 193: Mr. FLEMING and Mr.
MCcCOTTER.

H. Res. 196: Mr. LIPINSKI, Mr. PIERLUISI,
Mr. ADERHOLT, and Mr. BILBRAY.

H. Res. 208: Mr. BILBRAY.

H. Res. 209: Mr. RYAN of Ohio and Mr.
HONDA.

H. Res. 225: Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Mr.
PRICE of Georgia, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. McCAUL,
Mr. MCHENRY, Mrs. SCHMIDT, Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND, Mr. BISHOP of Utah, Mr. ROSKAM, Mr.
BURTON of Indiana, Mr. LINDER, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mrs. LUMMIS, Mr. SHADEGG, Mr.
MCcKEON, Mr. BRADY of Texas, Mr. LATTA,
Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. PITTS, Mr. FLEMING, Mr.
BILIRAKIS, Ms. FALLIN, Mr. BILBRAY, Mr.
SHIMKUS, Mrs. MYRICK, Ms. FoxX, Mr. KLINE
of Minnesota, Mr. OLSON, Mr. MARCHANT, Mr.
CONAWAY, Mr. GOHMERT, and Mr. MCCLIN-
TOCK.

H. Res. 241: Mr. LEWIS of Georgia.

H. Res. 245: Mr. BRIGHT, Mr. TANNER, and
Mr. PENCE.

H. Res. 271: Mr. KILDEE and Mr. DAVIS of I1-
linois.

H. Res. 278: Ms. BORDALLO.

H. Res. 297: Mr. POE of Texas.

H. Res. 311: Mrs. DAHLKEMPER and Mr. CAR-
SON of Indiana.

H. Res. 327: Mr. KING of New York and Ms.

BORDALLO.

H. Res. 362: Mr. OLVER, Mr. CARNAHAN, and
Mr. ORTIZ.

H. Res. 366: Mr. RYAN of Ohio and Mr.
SESTAK.

H. Res. 377: Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr.
BOOZMAN, Mr. DREIER, and Mr. KLINE of Min-
nesota.

H. Res. 378: Mrs. BLACKBURN.

H. Res. 387: Mr. MILLER of North Carolina,
Mr. OLSON, Mr. SESTAK, and Mr. BRADY of
Texas.

H. Res. 388: Mr. LAMBORN and Mr. SESTAK.

H. Res. 390: Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. CAMP, Mr.
HARPER, Mr. PETERSON, Mr. WILSON of South
Carolina, Mr. WoLF, Mr. COLE, and Mr.
ROSKAM.

H. Res. 397: Mr. PrRICE of Georgia and Mr.
PENCE.

H. Res. 398: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr.
RODRIGUEZ, Mr. COLE, and Mr. BRADY of
Pennsylvania.

H. Res. 399: Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. KENNEDY,
and Mr. SCHIFF.

H. Res. 403: Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York,
Mr. CHANDLER, Mr. SNYDER, and Mrs.
HALVORSON.

H. Res. 407: Ms. LEE of California, Mr.
BRALEY of Iowa, Mr. KIRK, Mr. REICHERT, Mr.
LAMBORN, Mr. SESTAK, and Mr. GENE GREEN
of Texas.
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H. Res. 413: Mr. PALLONE.

H. Res. 415: Mr. PETERSON, Mr. OBERSTAR,
Mr. WALZ, Mr. KLINE of Minnesota, Mr.
PAULSEN, Ms. McCoLLUM, Mrs. BACHMANN,
and Mr. ELLISON.

H. Res. 416: Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr.
GUTIERREZ, Mr. KUCINICH, Mr. HASTINGS of
Florida, Mr. MCGOVERN, and Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY.

H. Res. 419: Mr. GRAYSON, and Ms. EDWARDS
of Maryland.

———

DELETION OF SPONSORS FROM
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions as follows:

H.R. 2110: Ms. HIRONO.5ST

—————

AMENDMENTS

Under clause 8 of rule XVIII, pro-
posed amendments were submitted as
follows:

H.R. 2346
OFFERED BY: MR. ROGERS OF KENTUCKY

AMENDMENT NoO. 1: In chapter 10 of title II,
in the item relating to ‘‘Global Health and
Child Survival”’, after the first and third dol-
lar amounts, insert ““(reduced by
$50,000,000)"’.

In chapter 10 of title II, in the item relat-
ing to ‘“Economic Support Fund”, after the
first and last dollar amounts, insert ‘‘(re-
duced by $126,500,000)"’.

In chapter 10 of title II, in the item relat-
ing to ‘‘Nonproliferation, Anti-Terrorism,
Demining and Related Programs’, after the
first and second dollar amounts, insert ‘“‘(re-
duced by $23,500,000)’.

After title II, insert the following new title
(and redesignate the subsequent title and
sections accordingly):

TITLE IIT—COMBATING DRUG CARTELS
AND BORDER VIOLENCE
CHAPTER 1—-DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
DETENTION TRUSTEE

For an additional amount for ‘‘Detention
Trustee’’, $15,000,000.

UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries
and Expenses’, $5,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2010.

INTERAGENCY LAW ENFORCEMENT
INTERAGENCY CRIME AND DRUG ENFORCEMENT

For an additional amount for ‘‘Interagency
Crime and Drug Enforcement’’, $75,000,000, to
remain available until September 30, 2010.

CHAPTER 2—THE JUDICIARY
COURTS OF APPEALS, DISTRICT COURTS, AND
OTHER JUDICIAL SERVICES
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries
and Expenses’, $5,000,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2010.

CHAPTER 3—DEPARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECURITY
U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries
and Expenses’’, $12,200,000, of which $4,000,000
shall remain available until September 30,
2010.

CONSTRUCTION

For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc-
tion” for infrastructure costs related to out-
bound inspections at ports of entry,
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$15,000,000,
pended.
U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS
ENFORCEMENT
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries
and Expenses’”,  $52,800,000, of  which
$16,320,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2010.

COAST GUARD
OPERATING EXPENSES

For an additional amount for ‘‘Operating
Expenses’” for immediate cutter mainte-
nance needs, $10,000,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2010.

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

STATE AND LOCAL PROGRAMS

For an additional amount for ‘“State and
Local Programs” for Operation Stonegarden,
$10,000,000.

to remain available until ex-

H.R. 2346
OFFERED BY: MR. WOLF

AMENDMENT NoO. 2: At the end of the bill
(before the short title), insert the following:

RESTRICTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS REGARDING
THE TRANSFER OR RELEASE OF GUANTANAMO
BAY DETAINEES INTO THE UNITED STATES
SEC. . (a) None of the funds made avail-

able in this or any other Act may be used to

transfer or release prior to October 1, 2009, an

individual who is detained, as of April 30,

2009, at Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay,

Cuba, into the continental United States,

Alaska, Hawaii, or the District of Columbia,

for the purposes of detaining, releasing, or

prosecuting such individual.

(b) Not later than August 22, 2009, the
President shall submit to the Congress, in
writing, a comprehensive plan regarding the
proposed disposition of each individual who
is detained, as of April 30, 2009, at Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, who is not cov-
ered under subsection (c¢). Such plan shall in-
clude, at a minimum, each of the following
for each such individual:

(1) The findings of an analysis carried out
by the President describing any risk to the
national security of the United States or the
residents of the United States that is posed
by the transfer or release of the individual.

(2) A certification by the President that
any risk described in paragraph (1) has been
mitigated, together with a full description of
the President’s plan for such mitigation.
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(3) A certification by the President that
the President has submitted to the Governor
and legislature of the State to which the
President intends to transfer or release the
individual and certification in writing (to-
gether with supporting documentation and
justification) that the individual does not
pose a security risk to the United States,
and that the Governor and State legislature
of that State consent to the transfer or re-
lease of the individual.

(4) A certification by the President that
the transfer of the individual into the conti-
nental United States, Alaska, Hawaii, or the
District of Columbia will not have an ad-
verse affect on the United States Govern-
ment’s ability to further detain or prosecute
such individual, in accordance with the laws
of the United States, for any offenses the in-
dividual may have committed.

(c) None of the funds made available in this
or any other Act may be used to transfer or
release an individual detained at Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba, as of April 30, 2009, to the
country of such individual’s nationality or
last habitual residence or to any other coun-
try other than the United States, unless the
President submits to the Congress, in writ-
ing, at least 30 days prior to such transfer or
release, the following information:

(1) The name of any individual to be trans-
ferred or released and the country to which
such individual is to be transferred or re-
leased.

(2) An assessment of any risk to the na-
tional security of the United States or its
citizens, including members of the Armed
Forces of the United States, that is posed by
such transfer or release and the actions
taken to mitigate such risk.

(3) The terms of any agreement with an-
other country for acceptance of such indi-
vidual, including the amount of any finan-
cial assistance related to such agreement.

(d) Not later than August 22, 2009, the
President shall submit to the Congress, in
writing, a detailed analysis of the total esti-
mated direct costs of closing the detention
facility at Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, and any related costs, including the
estimated costs of detention, prosecution, se-
curity, and incarceration in the United
States of the individuals detained at such fa-
cility as of April 30, 2009, and the estimated
costs of transferring or releasing such indi-
viduals to other countries.
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(e) The plan required by subsection (b) and
the information required by subsections (c)
and (d) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but shall include a classified annex if
necessary.

H.R. 2346
OFFERED BY: MR. LEWIS OF CALIFORNIA

AMENDMENT NoO. 3: In title I, in the item re-
lating to ‘‘Pakistan Counterinsurgency
Fund”—

(1) in the account heading, insert ‘‘Capa-
bility”’ after ‘‘Counterinsurgency’’;

(2) in the matter preceding the first pro-
viso, insert ‘‘Capability’” after ‘‘Counter-
insurgency’’;

(3) in the first proviso, after ‘‘law’’, insert
the following: ‘‘for the purpose of allowing
the Commander, United States Central Com-
mand, or the designee of the Secretary of De-
fense’’;

(4) in the first proviso, after ‘‘capability of
Pakistan’s’”, insert ‘‘military, Frontier
Corps,”’;

(5) in the third proviso, strike ‘‘other non-
intelligence related’’; and

(6) strike the last two provisos.

In chapter 10 of title II, strike the item re-
lating to ‘‘Pakistan Counterinsurgency Ca-
pability Fund”.

H.R. 2346
OFFERED BY: MR. TIAHRT

AMENDMENT NoO. 4: At the end of the bill
(before the short title), insert the following:

PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR TRANSFER
OR RELEASE OF INDIVIDUALS DETAINED AT
NAVAL STATION, GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA, TO
THE UNITED STATES

SEC. . Hereafter, none of the funds
made available in this or any other Act for
the current fiscal year or any fiscal year
thereafter may be used to transfer or release
an individual who is detained, as of the date
of the enactment of this Act, at Naval Sta-
tion, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to the United
States.

H.R. 2346
OFFERED BY: MR. FRELINGHUYSEN

AMENDMENT No. 5: In title I, strike section
10012 (relating to rescissions of Department
of Defense funds).
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