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the post of Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom. She is a fearless lead-
er, an advocate for democracy around 
the world, and a steadfast friend of the 
United States. 

This resolution recognizes the 30th 
anniversary of her election as the first 
female Prime Minister of the United 
Kingdom. Margaret Thatcher served as 
Prime Minister of Great Britain for 11 
years, from 1979 to 1990. At the time of 
her resignation, she was the longest 
continuously serving Prime Minister of 
the United Kingdom since 1827. 

This resolution pays tribute to her 
remarkable professional achievements. 
In addition to being the only woman to 
have ever held the post of Prime Min-
ister of the United Kingdom, she was 
also leader of the Conservative Party 
for 15 years, from 1975 to 1990, and was 
the only woman to ever hold that post. 

In the 20th century, she was the only 
Prime Minister to win three consecu-
tive terms, a testament to her bold and 
tenacious leadership. This resolution 
also recognizes Prime Minister Thatch-
er’s dedicated work in promoting indi-
vidual rights and free markets 
throughout the world. 
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During her time in office, Prime Min-
ister Thatcher fostered the dawning of 
a new distinctive type of politics called 
‘‘Thatcherism,’’ which emphasized in-
dividual responsibility and fiscal and 
social policies. 

When she came into office, the state 
of the United Kingdom’s economy was 
in deep despair. There were pickets; 
there were strikes; there were food 
shortages; pregnant women were de-
nied medical services and the country 
had double-digit inflation. Margaret 
Thatcher represented a literal end to 
socialized government and the re-
institution of the free market philos-
ophy. 

Through plain speaking and sheer de-
termination, she persuaded city after 
city to contract out public services to 
private companies, saving taxpayers 
$30 billion every year. Company by 
company, she denationalized the entire 
economy. Family by family, she taught 
the nation the importance of living 
within their means. What a novel con-
cept. 

During her tenure, 3 million families 
moved from public housing and became 
homeowners under her Right-to-Buy 
program. Homeownership under her ad-
ministration jumped from 53 percent to 
71 percent. 

This resolution also recognizes Mar-
garet Thatcher’s robust and principled 
approach to foreign policy during the 
long Cold War. Prime Minister Thatch-
er and President Ronald Reagan were 
key forces in the collapse of com-
munism under the former Soviet 
Union. As a matter of fact, in 1976, 
Prime Minister Thatcher delivered 
such a bold speech against communism 
in the Soviet Union that the Soviet 
Union Army’s newspaper started call-
ing her the ‘‘Iron Lady,’’ and it stuck. 

The Iron Lady helped bring down the 
Iron Curtain, Mr. Speaker. 

Finally, this resolution acknowledges 
the special relationship between the 
United States and the United Kingdom 
fostered by Prime Minister Thatcher. 
Under her direction, the United States 
and the United Kingdom worked to 
overcome communism, encourage free 
markets around the world, curb ter-
rorism, and promote democratic and 
individualistic values. 

My grandmother used to tell me that 
‘‘there was nothing more powerful than 
a woman who had made up her mind,’’ 
and my grandmother was right. Mar-
garet Thatcher is one of those remark-
able women who has led a remarkable 
life, characterized by courage, deter-
mination, intellectual integrity, and 
she had made up her mind. 

She has not only inspired women all 
over the world to aspire towards posi-
tions of leadership, she has inspired an 
entire generation to promote policies 
that value economic freedom and indi-
vidual responsibility. 

I am proud to be the sponsor of this 
resolution today. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

LYNCH). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. BERMAN) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 378, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

EXPRESSING NEED FOR CONSTITU-
TIONAL REFORM IN BOSNIA 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 171) expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives 
on the need for constitutional reform 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the im-
portance of sustained United States en-
gagement in partnership with the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 171 

Whereas a brutal conflict marked by ag-
gression and ethnic cleansing, including the 
commission of war crimes, crimes against 
humanity, and genocide, was brought to an 
end by the General Framework Agreement 
for Peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina (com-
monly referred to as the ‘‘Dayton Peace Ac-
cords’’), which was agreed to at Wright-Pat-
terson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio, on 
November 21, 1995, and signed in Paris, 
France, on December 14, 1995; 

Whereas in the 13 years since the signing of 
the Dayton Peace Accords, the people of Bos-
nia and Herzegovina have worked in partner-
ship with the international community to 
achieve considerable progress in building a 
peaceful and democratic society based on the 
rule of law, respect for human rights, and a 
free market economy; 

Whereas political leaders of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina have agreed to significant re-
forms of public administration and broad-
casting, the creation of state-level law en-
forcement and judicial institutions, the es-
tablishment of a unified armed services and 
Ministry of Defense, and the creation of an 
Indirect Taxation Authority; 

Whereas the United States has continued 
to support the sovereignty, legal continuity, 
and territorial integrity of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina within its internationally rec-
ognized borders as well as the equality of the 
three constituent peoples and others within 
a united, multi-ethnic country in accordance 
with the Dayton Peace Accords; 

Whereas the full incorporation of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina into the Euro-Atlantic com-
munity is in the national interest of the 
United States and important for the sta-
bilization of southeastern Europe; 

Whereas Bosnia and Herzegovina com-
mitted to the shared values of democracy, 
security, and stability by joining the Part-
nership for Peace program of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in De-
cember 2006; 

Whereas NATO recognized Bosnia and 
Herzegovina’s progress in achieving political 
and defense reforms by inviting the country 
to begin an Intensified Dialogue at the Bu-
charest Summit in April 2008; 

Whereas Bosnia and Herzegovina took the 
first step on the road toward European Union 
(EU) membership by signing a Stabilization 
and Association Agreement (SAA) in June 
2008; 

Whereas NATO successfully preserved 
peace and stability in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina after the signing of the Dayton 
Peace Accords through its Stabilization 
Force (SFOR), which was succeeded by a Eu-
ropean Union Force (EUFOR) in December 
2004; 

Whereas the Office of the High Representa-
tive (OHR) has similarly promoted peace and 
stability by facilitating implementation of 
the civilian aspects of the Dayton Peace Ac-
cords, including through use of the extensive 
powers given it by the international Peace 
Implementation Council (PIC), with the goal 
of transitioning to a European Union Special 
Representative (EUSR) at the appropriate 
time; 

Whereas, these notable accomplishments 
notwithstanding, the citizens of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina continue to face significant 
challenges in their efforts to progress toward 
Euro-Atlantic integration; 

Whereas the Dayton Peace Accords in-
cluded many compromises imposed by the 
need for quick action to preserve human life 
that have hindered efforts to develop effi-
cient and effective political institutions; 

Whereas the Council of Europe’s Venice 
Commission has concluded that the current 
constitutional arrangements of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina are neither efficient nor ration-
al, and that the state-level institutions need 
to become more effective and democratic if 
the country is to move toward EU member-
ship; 

Whereas the ‘‘April package’’ of reforms, 
agreed upon by five major political parties in 
2006, failed to achieve the requisite two- 
thirds majority in parliament; 

Whereas in February 2008, the PIC stipu-
lated five objectives (resolution of state 
property, resolution of defense property, 
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completion of Brcko Final Award, fiscal sus-
tainability, and entrenchment of rule of law) 
and two conditions (signing of SAA with the 
EU and a ‘‘positive assessment’’ by the PIC) 
that must be met before the OHR is closed; 
and 

Whereas in March 2009, the PIC determined 
that Bosnia and Herzegovina has not yet met 
the five objectives and two conditions that 
will determine when the OHR should be 
closed and oversight power transferred to the 
EUSR: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House 
of Representatives that— 

(1) it is increasingly urgent that Bosnia 
and Herzegovina work toward the creation of 
an efficient and effective state able to meet 
its domestic and international obligations 
with more functional institutions, including 
a state government capable of making self- 
sustaining reforms and fulfilling European 
Union (EU) and North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization (NATO) requirements; 

(2) any agreement on constitutional reform 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina should take as its 
basis the Dayton Peace Accords, advance the 
principles of democracy and tolerance, rec-
tify provisions that conflict with the Euro-
pean Charter of Human Rights, include the 
general public in the process, provide the 
conditions to enable economic development 
and the creation of a single economic space, 
and be consistent with the goal of EU mem-
bership; 

(3) continued efforts should be made do-
mestically and at the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Yugoslavia (ICTY) to achieve 
justice for victims of war crimes, crimes 
against humanity, and genocide, as well as 
to promote reconciliation among ethnic 
groups; 

(4) the United States should continue to 
provide assistance to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina to build effective state-level law 
enforcement and judicial institutions that 
can combat and investigate international 
terrorism, organized crime, and corruption; 

(5) the United States should appoint a Spe-
cial Envoy to the Balkans who can work in 
partnership with the EU and political leaders 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina to facilitate re-
forms at all levels of government and soci-
ety, while also assisting the political devel-
opment of other countries in the region; 

(6) the Office of the High Representative 
(OHR) should not be closed until the Peace 
Implementation Council (PIC) can defini-
tively determine that Bosnia and 
Herzegovina has met the five objectives and 
two conditions; 

(7) the EU should carefully consider any fu-
ture plans for the reduction or redeployment 
of the European Union Force (EUFOR) given 
the psychological reassurance of security 
and deterrence of violence provided by its 
continued presence in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina; and 

(8) the United States should work closely 
with and support the EU in the transition to 
a European Union Special Representative 
(EUSR) to ensure that the EUSR has the au-
thority and tools to manage effectively post- 
OHR Bosnia and Herzegovina, including a 
clear set of EU candidacy and membership 
conditions with explicit and objective yard-
sticks and a precise list of benchmarks to in-
crease the functionality of the Bosnian state 
to be achieved by constitutional reform. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. BERMAN) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the resolution 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise in strong support of H. Res. 171, 

which calls for constitutional reform in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as sus-
tained American engagement in part-
nership with the European Union. 

In the 13 years since the signing of 
the Dayton Peace Accords brought an 
end to a brutal conflict, the people of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina have worked 
closely with the international commu-
nity to make considerable progress in 
building a peaceful and democratic so-
ciety that is built upon the rule of law, 
respect for human rights, and a free 
market economy. 

Within the last year, the country has 
taken important steps along the path 
to Euro-Atlantic integration, begin-
ning an intensified dialogue with 
NATO and signing a Stabilization and 
Association Agreement with the Euro-
pean Union. 

Notwithstanding these notable mile-
stones, there are troubling signs of 
backsliding as political rhetoric grows 
confrontational, reforms unravel, and 
ethnic tensions increase. Bosnia seem-
ingly faces the prospect of stagnation 
at best, and a return to violent conflict 
at worst. 

While Bosnia’s future clearly lies in 
the Euro-Atlantic community, the 
country must first develop an efficient 
and effective state with functioning in-
stitutions that are capable of making 
self-sustaining reforms and managing 
the responsibilities of EU and NATO 
membership. H. Res. 171 does not pre-
scribe the types of constitutional re-
forms that are required. Indeed, such 
decisions can only be made by the peo-
ple of Bosnia and Herzegovina. How-
ever, the United States and the Euro-
pean Union can help create conditions 
that are conducive to efforts by Bos-
nian citizens to develop a functional 
political system. 

First, the Peace Implementation 
Council should remain firm in its com-
mitment to maintain the Office of the 
High Representative until Bosnia has 
definitively met the five conditions 
and two principles. Only then should 
the office be closed and responsibility 
transitioned to the EU Special Rep-
resentative. The recent dialogue among 
some political leaders that led to the 
adoption of an agreement on the status 
of Brcko District was a helpful devel-
opment. Hopefully, similar progress 
can be made on state property and 
other issues. 

Second, the European Union should 
provide Bosnia with a clear set of EU 
candidacy and membership conditions. 

These should include explicit and ob-
jective benchmarks regarding constitu-
tional reforms that will increase the 
functionality of the Bosnian state. The 
EU should also carefully reconsider its 
plans for the drawdown or redeploy-
ment of its 2,500 European Union force, 
as the continued presence of those 
troops deters violence and provides 
citizens with a psychological reassur-
ance of security. 

And, finally, there is a need for sus-
tained, high-level U.S. engagement 
with the EU on the development and 
implementation of common policies 
that will stabilize and strengthen Bos-
nia and Herzegovina. H. Res. 171 advo-
cates the appointment of a Special 
Envoy for the Balkans which would 
signal American commitment to the 
region. In addition to working directly 
with political leaders on the ground, 
this official could seek to develop a 
consensus among the EU and its mem-
ber states about the way forward in 
southeastern Europe. 

The visit by Vice President BIDEN to 
Bosnia, Serbia, and Kosovo next week 
is an encouraging sign of renewed 
American interest in the Balkans. As 
he and other senior officials in the 
Obama administration were personally 
involved in efforts to establish peace in 
the Balkans 13 years ago, they know 
firsthand the importance of preserving 
this hard-won stability and the consid-
erable cost of letting it slip away. 

Although the United States and the 
European Union are consumed by other 
foreign policy priorities, we must not 
lose sight of our unfinished business in 
the Balkans or waiver from our com-
mitment to consolidating peaceful 
progress across Europe. 

I strongly support this resolution. I 
urge my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I want to thank Chairman BERMAN 
and Ranking Member ROS-LEHTINEN for 
bringing House Resolution 171 to the 
floor. This resolution expresses support 
for the progress made by the state of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina toward sta-
bility and greater international cohe-
sion. 

Bosnia has come a long way in the 14 
years since the signing of the so-called 
‘‘Dayton Accords’’ that ended the ter-
rible ethnic-based conflict there. 

While this short resolution speaks to 
much that has been accomplished in 
Bosnia, much work needs to still be 
done. Some would suggest, for example, 
that greater constitutional reform 
within Bosnia is necessary for its fu-
ture growth and its stability for the 
progress of democracy and tolerance in 
that country. 

Another important issue confronting 
the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina is 
the burden placed on its economic 
progress by its extensive bureaucracy 
that is now in place in that country. 
That bureaucracy reportedly consumes 
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a great deal of that small country’s 
revenues, confronting its economy with 
serious obstacles to growth. 

This measure, as considered on the 
floor today, does include a short state-
ment that was added after agreement 
by the majority and the minority that 
I believe makes an important point. 
Among its resolved clauses, H. Res. 171 
now specifically calls for continued as-
sistance to Bosnia to help it inves-
tigate al Qaeda activities and those of 
related networks. That is an important 
point when we consider the reported in-
crease of Islamic militant extremism 
in the broader Balkan region. Such re-
ports should serve as a warning that Is-
lamic extremists may be looking at the 
Balkan region as a potential launching 
platform for future attacks somewhere 
else. 

I am pleased that the Bosnian Gov-
ernment is working to address impor-
tant issues such as the reports of the 
use of Bosnian passports by Islamic 
militants. I am also pleased by reports 
that some leaders within the Bosnian 
Muslim community are combating Is-
lamic extremism and have been strong 
advocates for peace and reconciliation. 

The call for continued support for 
Bosnia and such important efforts en-
hances the other important statements 
this resolution makes with regard to 
our policy toward Bosnia. 

Mr. Speaker, many of us would like 
to ensure that Bosnia becomes a great-
er anchor for stability in the Balkans 
region. This resolution is an important 
message of encouragement and support 
for all the people of Bosnia as they 
seek to promote stability, peace, and 
prosperity. I support its adoption by 
the House. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. CARNAHAN) will control the 
time of the gentleman from California. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself 2 minutes. 
I rise today in strong support of H. 

Res. 171. I, too, want to thank Chair-
man BERMAN and Ranking Member 
ROS-LEHTINEN and their staffs for their 
time and efforts in bringing this bill to 
the floor. 

I have advocated for increased atten-
tion in the Balkans, and especially to 
the needs of Bosnia Herzegovina, a 
country with a long, rich tradition of 
multiethnic communities living and 
working together. I asked Secretary 
Clinton about this just a few weeks ago 
when she appeared before the House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and I 
think she, too, agrees that there needs 
to be renewed attention to this coun-
try. I hope this resolution is another 
step toward U.S. reengagement in the 
region and offering Bosnia the support 
that it needs. 

This resolution recognizes the need 
for constitutional reform in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and highlights the impor-
tance of sustained U.S. engagement in 
partnership with the European Union. 

As a founding member and co-chair-
man of the Congressional Caucus on 
Bosnia with my colleague, CHRIS SMITH 
from New Jersey, and having the dis-
tinct pleasure of representing a grow-
ing, vibrant community of Bosnian- 
Americans in the St. Louis, Missouri, 
region, one of the largest communities 
of Bosnian-Americans in the country, I 
am pleased to support this resolution. 

I especially want to highlight two 
clauses in this resolution that I think 
are of particular importance. First, we 
need to continue our efforts, both here 
and at the ICTY, to achieve justice for 
victims of war crimes, crimes against 
humanity, genocide, as well as to pro-
mote reconciliation among ethnic 
groups. 

Secondly, that the appointment of a 
Special Envoy to the Balkans who can 
work in partnership with the EU, Bos-
nia, and other leaders will help redirect 
the U.S. commitment to the region. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
SMITH), ranking member of the Sub-
committee on Africa and Global Health 
of the Helsinki Commission and co- 
Chair of the House Bosnia Caucus. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank 
my good friend for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H. Res. 171, a powerful statement 
calling for meaningful constitutional 
reform and strengthened U.S. engage-
ment in Bosnia. I want to thank Chair-
man BERMAN for authoring this legisla-
tion, and I am very proud to be one of 
the cosponsors. 

Mr. Speaker, this resolution makes 
all the important points on the need 
for real constitutional reform. It notes 
that the Dayton Accords, notwith-
standing their merits in stopping the 
war and the genocide, ‘‘included many 
compromises imposed by the need for 
quick action to preserve human life 
that have hindered efforts to develop 
efficient and effective political institu-
tions.’’ 

Everyone involved in the Dayton Ac-
cords understood that they were not in-
tended to be more than a tourniquet 
designed to halt the genocide and to 
act as a bridge towards good govern-
ance and a workable constitution. And 
the time for meaningful, sustainable 
and just reform has come. 

Importantly the resolution notes the 
progress Bosnia has made since 1995. 
And by almost all accounts, that 
progress is truly remarkable. I visited 
Bosnia again in July of 2007 and was 
deeply impressed by the economic and 
social recovery that has taken place 
within the past 12 years. 
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On the constitutional arrangements, 
Mr. Speaker, the resolution points to 
the history of strong U.S. support for 
the ‘‘legal continuity and territorial 
integrity of Bosnia-Herzegovina’’ and 
notes that the current Dayton-based 

constitutional arrangements are ‘‘nei-
ther efficient nor rational.’’ The reso-
lution praises the value of a ‘‘united 
multiethnic country’’ and ‘‘full incor-
poration into the Euro-Atlantic com-
munity’’ in stabilizing the Balkans. 

Mr. Speaker, efficient and rational 
arrangements to unite the multiethnic 
country and enable it to be fully incor-
porated into NATO and the EU can 
only mean a major reform that abol-
ishes the ‘‘entity’’ voting system so 
that the vote of every Bosnian citizen 
will be of equal weight. Under the cur-
rent Dayton-based system, only 22 per-
cent of the deputies can block any pro-
posed legislation. And, in fact, this 
happens all the time. In the past 13 
years such a ‘‘super-minority’’ has 
blocked over 260 bills. To put this num-
ber in context, in the same period, the 
national legislature passed less than 
150 laws. Mr. Speaker, this is a serious 
problem. It is the reason that we are 
here today talking about constitu-
tional reform in Bosnia. 

Mr. Speaker, as chairman or co- 
chairman for 12 years of the Commis-
sion on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, known around here as the Hel-
sinki Commission, and co-chairman of 
the Bosnia Caucus with my friend and 
colleague from Missouri, and chairman 
of the House Human Rights Committee 
for 8 years, I’ve had the opportunity to 
chair numerous Bosnia hearings and 
author congressional resolutions on 
Bosnia, including H. Res. 199 on the 
Srebrenica genocide. 

My most recent trip to Bosnia was in 
July of 2007, and I joined relatives of 
those killed, murdered—massacred—in 
the Srebrenica genocide in a ceremony 
interring hundreds of the approxi-
mately 8,000 Bosnian Muslims who 
were killed in what the U.N. 
euphemistically designated to be a 
‘‘safe haven.’’ It wasn’t. The ceremony 
was solemn, it was holy, and it was 
numbing. Reis Ceric, the Grand Mufti, 
gave a very powerful talk, a sermon, to 
all of those who had gathered. Reis 
Ceric is a great man of peace and faith, 
and, I’m honored to say, a good friend. 
Dr. Haris Silajdzic, the President of 
Bosnia, is likewise a good friend, and 
spoke very eloquently about the huge 
loss of life, the importance of justice as 
well as about the future. Seeing hun-
dreds of caskets with exhumed victims 
left an indelible impression on me. 

During that visit and after meeting 
here as well as in Europe with members 
of the Bosnian community, it has be-
come abundantly clear that while Bos-
nia needs to move forward, that there 
needs to be an accounting for the 
atrocities committed. And to move 
ahead they need constitutional reform. 

Sometimes we get reports or hear 
that ethnic tensions are rising in Bos-
nia and that, therefore, the constitu-
tional reform process has to be slowed 
for a while—put on the back burner. 
That would be a big mistake. Bosnia is 
in a position similar to that of Poland, 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 06:07 Jul 09, 2009 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD09\RECFILES\H12MY9.REC H12MY9m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

76
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5443 May 12, 2009 
Romania, and other countries of East-
ern Europe in the 1990s. When we de-
bated their admission to NATO, for ex-
ample, some said that their admission 
would destabilize the region. They were 
flat wrong. What could have dan-
gerously destabilized Eastern Europe 
was continuing uncertainty about 
whether these countries would join the 
West or whether they might remain in 
the Russian sphere of influence. We re-
solved that uncertainty and further 
stabilized Eastern Europe by wel-
coming them to the West. 

Likewise, with Bosnia, it’s long past 
time to send a strong, unambiguous 
signal that Bosnia does not have to re-
main a country forever preserved in 
the amber of the Dayton Accords. With 
this resolution, we invite the Bosnians 
to reform their constitution, become a 
one-person, one-vote democracy, and 
join the Euro-Atlantic community. 

Mr. Speaker, our country has played 
a constructive role in Bosnia through 
both Democrat and Republican admin-
istrations, and I know the Bosnians ap-
preciate that very much. The great ma-
jority of them will welcome strength-
ening our engagement to complete the 
American legacy of spreading democ-
racy and security in Bosnia. 

This is a good resolution, and I urge 
its passage by all Members of the 
House. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to state my strong support for House 
Resolution 171, expressing our support for 
constitutional reform in Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
as well as for U.S. engagement in the West-
ern Balkans region. I want to thank our col-
league from California and the Chairman of 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Mr. 
BERMAN, for introducing this resolution, inviting 
me to be an original co-sponsor, and working 
the text through the committee. 

This resolution is timely and important. The 
international community, under U.S. leader-
ship, has invested heavily in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. We did so not just for that coun-
try’s sake, nor just to end the tremendous suf-
fering faced by its people. We did so because 
the threat it faced in the mid-1990s constituted 
war crimes, crimes against humanity and 
genocide. To have acquiesced to the realities 
presented on the ground in 1995 would have 
been to abandon the very principles on which 
the world is expected to operate. We had the 
ability to stop that from happening in the Bal-
kans and to make a difference, so we did, 
through NATO intervention and the negotiation 
of the Dayton Agreement. 

Bosnia’s considerable recovery a decade 
after the conflict has been stalled in recent 
years, as the additional reforms necessary for 
Bosnia’s European integration are perceived 
to be a threat to the outdated notions of ethnic 
exclusivity which were resurrected during the 
war. It is also a threat to some who currently 
rely on these notions as the basis for their 
power and authority. 

I believe this resolution makes clear that all 
the people of Bosnia-Herzegovina—Bosniaks, 
Serbs, Croats and others—must find a com-
mon agreement on how to move forward, but 
it opposes efforts to block a broad consensus 

in order to maintain the status quo. The re-
forms supported by this resolution are critical 
to making Bosnia a functional, modern, Euro-
pean state. 

This resolution also calls for greater U.S. 
engagement in Bosnia and throughout the Bal-
kans. European integration is the goal for Bos-
nia and all the countries of the region. It is not 
enough, however, to say ‘‘here’s your goal 
now find your own way to it.’’ The European 
Union has done tremendous work in the Bal-
kans, but its own lack of decisiveness leads to 
mixed signals in the region and undercuts 
more vigorous efforts to resolve outstanding 
issues. The United States has a high degree 
of credibility in the Balkans that can help influ-
ence developments in the region but we also 
must make sure the EU itself stays on course. 

This does not mean going back to the days 
of a heavy U.S. troop presence in the Balkans 
and significant aid to the countries of the re-
gion. The resolution does not call for going 
back to the 1990s. Instead, the resolution re-
flects what seems to be an obvious piece of 
wisdom—namely that a bit more attention now 
can actually preclude a situation where greater 
involvement might become a necessity later. 
This will allow the United States to maintain its 
strong focus on other regions of the world, as 
it should, while Europe and its full integration 
moves forward. 

I think the Vice President’s current plans to 
visit Sarajevo, Pristina and Belgrade reflect 
this wisdom, and I wish his trip to be a suc-
cessful one that will lead to additional efforts 
in the future. 

As the Co-Chairman of the U.S. Helsinki 
Commission, I have continued to follow the sit-
uation in the Western Balkans closely. In early 
April, the Commission held a hearing on the 
challenges to the United States and Europe in 
the region. I would commend to my colleagues 
the transcript of that hearing, which can be 
found on the Commission’s website, because 
it makes clear the challenges we face in the 
Balkans today. While there is little chance of 
going back to the days of horrific conflict in the 
Balkans that we saw in the 1990s, there con-
tinues to be a need for the peoples of the re-
gion to find a way to put the 1990s behind 
them. That’s easier said than done, and we 
cannot expect people to erase what was obvi-
ously such a traumatic period in their lives just 
because we tell them to do so. With U.S. and 
European support, however, we can give them 
the confidence and hope that will enable them 
to move forward. That benefits everyone. For 
this reason, I support this resolution. 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of this resolution. 

Over 13 years ago, the U.S. brought an end 
to Bosnia’s war through the Dayton Peace 
Agreement. This conflict lasted over three 
years, and was marked by brutal ethnic 
cleansing and genocide. As a result of this 
tragic conflict, at least 97,000 people perished, 
and over 2.3 million people were driven from 
their homes, creating the greatest flow of refu-
gees in Europe since World War II. 

Since this time, the people of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina have painstakingly worked with 
the international community to make progress 
towards building a peaceful, democratic, and 
multi-ethnic society based on the rule of law 
and respect for human rights. 

I congratulate Bosnia for joining the Partner-
ship for Peace program of the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO) in December 
2006 and for taking the first step on the road 
toward European Union (EU) membership by 
signing a Stabilization and Association Agree-
ment (SAA) in June 2008. 

However, despite these important steps for-
ward, challenges remain. The Dayton agree-
ment did its job by ending the war, but left a 
governmental structure in place that is bloated 
with bureaucracy and multiple layers of gov-
ernment. To be a functioning state, Bosnia 
needs to build functional institutions, including 
state-level institutions that are capable of self- 
sustaining reforms and fulfilling European 
Union (EU) and North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) requirements. 

The success of Bosnia is essential to the 
stability of the region, and the United States 
cannot afford to ignore this strategically impor-
tant country. This work must be done in con-
cert with the international community, who 
should continue to play a role in Bosnia. To 
this end, the international body charged with 
implementing the Dayton Peace agreements, 
known as the Peace Implementation Council 
or the ‘‘PIC’’, should ensure that the Office of 
the High Representative (OHR) remains open 
until the objectives and the conditions set forth 
by the PIC are met. 

As in 1995, resolve and U.S. and European 
Union involvement are needed in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina if we are to ensure that we do 
not get involved in another crisis in the Bal-
kans. I urge my colleagues to support this im-
portant resolution. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HOLDEN). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. BERMAN) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 171, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. TAUSCHER) at 6 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 
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