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United States to settle or approve the settlement of any claim under this subsection on
a fair and reasonable basis with due regard
for the purposes of this subsection.
‘‘(ii) EXPENSES.—The settlement shall not
include expenses in connection with the
claim incurred by the recipient.
‘‘(h) FEDERAL LAND.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned
may authorize the siting of a project on Federal land under the jurisdiction of the Secretary concerned in a manner consistent
with applicable laws and land management
plans and subject to such terms and conditions as the Secretary concerned determines
to be necessary.
‘‘(2) FRAMEWORK FOR GEOLOGICAL CARBON
SEQUESTRATION ON PUBLIC LAND.—In determining whether to authorize a project on
Federal land, the Secretary concerned shall
take into account the framework for geological carbon sequestration on public land prepared in accordance with section 714 of the
Energy Independence and Security Act of
2007 (Public Law 110–140; 121 Stat. 1715).
‘‘(i) ACCEPTANCE OF TITLE AND LONG-TERM
MONITORING.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of a cooperative agreement under this section, the
Secretary may accept title to, or transfer of
administrative jurisdiction from another
Federal agency over, any land or interest in
land necessary for the monitoring, remediation, or long-term stewardship of a project
site.
‘‘(2) LONG-TERM MONITORING ACTIVITIES.—
After accepting title to, or transfer of, a site
closed in accordance with this section, the
Secretary shall monitor the site and conduct
any remediation activities to ensure the geological integrity of the site and prevent any
endangerment of public health or safety.
‘‘(3) FUNDING.—There is appropriated to the
Secretary, out of funds of the Treasury not
otherwise appropriated, such sums as are
necessary to carry out paragraph (2).’’.
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—
(1) Section 963 of the Energy Policy Act of
2005 (42 U.S.C. 16293) is amended—
(A) by redesignating subsections (a)
through (d) as subsections (b) through (e), respectively;
(B) by inserting before subsection (b) (as so
redesignated) the following:
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
‘‘(1) INDUSTRIAL SOURCE.—The term ‘industrial source’ means any source of carbon dioxide that is not naturally occurring.
‘‘(2) LARGE-SCALE.—The term ‘large-scale’
means the injection of over 1,000,000 tons of
carbon dioxide from industrial sources over
the lifetime of the project.’’;
(C) in subsection (b) (as so redesignated),
by striking ‘‘IN GENERAL’’ and inserting
‘‘PROGRAM’’;
(D) in subsection (c) (as so redesignated),
by striking ‘‘subsection (a)’’ and inserting
‘‘subsection (b)’’; and
(E) in subsection (d)(3) (as so redesignated),
by striking subparagraph (D).
(2) Sections 703(a)(3) and 704 of the Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2007 (42
U.S.C. 17251(a)(3), 17252) are amended by
striking ‘‘section 963(c)(3) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16293(c)(3))’’ each
place it appears and inserting ‘‘section
963(d)(3) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42
U.S.C. 16293(d)(3))’’.
SEC. 3. TRAINING PROGRAM FOR STATE AGENCIES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Energy, in consultation with the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency and
the Secretary of Transportation, shall establish a program to provide grants for employee training purposes to State agencies
involved in permitting, management, inspec-
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tion, and oversight of carbon capture, transportation, and storage projects.
(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of Energy to carry out this section
$10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2010
through 2020.
f

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS
By Mr. CARPER (for himself and
Ms. COLLINS):
S. 1025. A bill to prohibit termination
of employment of volunteer firefighters and emergency medical personnel responding to emergencies or
major disasters, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join Senator CARPER in introducing a bill that would provide reasonable job protections for our Nation’s volunteer firefighters and emergency medical personnel who save
thousands of lives across this country
every year.
This bill is a matter of simple fairness. It recognizes that volunteer firefighters and emergency medical personnel not only serve their own towns
and offer mutual assistance to other
communities on a day-to-day basis, but
also that they are a key component in
State and Federal plans for responding
to catastrophic natural disasters and
terrorist attacks.
Across the Nation, our emergency
planning relies on the ready availability of these brave first responders.
Indeed, volunteers are absolutely critical to mounting a response to disasters, both large and small. My home
State of Maine, for example, has slightly more than 10,000 firefighters in 492
departments. Because Maine is a mostly rural State, fully 88 percent of those
firefighters are volunteers.
Yet, even if they are called up in a
major disaster or a Presidentially declared emergency under the Stafford
Act, these volunteers have no official
protection for their jobs while they are
answering the call to duty.
We should protect volunteer firefighters and EMS personnel who put
their lives on the line.
The current lack of job protection is
troubling. If large numbers of volunteer firefighters and EMS personnel
were terminated or demoted after
being called away to a disaster or a series of disasters, recruitment and retention of volunteers could be devastated.
The Volunteer Firefighter and EMS
Personnel Job Protection Act would
correct the injustice and mitigate the
danger in a measured and responsible
way. It would protect the volunteer
first responders against termination or
demotion by employers if they are
called upon to respond to a Presidentially declared emergency or a
major disaster for up to 14 work days.
Most employers are strong supporters of our volunteer firefighters
and EMS personnel, and this bill im-

PO 00000

Frm 00035

Fmt 0624

Sfmt 0634

poses no unreasonable burdens on employers. They are not obligated to pay
the volunteers during their absence,
and they are entitled to receive official
documentation that an absent employee was in fact summoned to and
served in a disaster response.
Finally, I would note that the bill
would facilitate the work of emergency
managers. Having this job protection
in force would allow them to make
operational and contingency plans with
greater confidence, knowing that volunteer responders would not be forced
to withdraw in short order for fear of
losing their jobs.
By extending some peace of mind to
these brave men and women, we can
strengthen the protection and lifesaving response that they provide to
many millions of Americans. I believe
this bill merits the support of every
Senator, and I am proud to be an original cosponsor.
By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr.
INHOFE,
Mr.
WYDEN,
Mrs.
HUTCHISON, and Mr. BEGICH):
S. 1026. A bill to amend the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee
Voting Act to improve procedures for
the collection and delivery of marked
absentee ballots of absent overseas uniformed service voters, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Rules
and Administration.
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, today I
am reintroducing the Military Voting
Protection Act—a bipartisan bill to
support our troops and protect their
right to vote. In every Federal election
in recent memory, American Soldiers,
Sailors, Airmen, and Marines have encountered substantial roadblocks in
the voting process, especially those
who are deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan. This is a national disgrace.
Our military service members put
their lives on the line to protect the
rights and freedoms of all Americans.
In return, it is our responsibility to do
everything we can to support them.
The nature of the Global War on Terror
and the high tempo of U.S. military operations—including our surge into Afghanistan—will necessitate overseas
service by our troops for the foreseeable future. It is imperative that we
put in place a system to ensure that
American service members serving
abroad can participate in the democratic process even as they simultaneously fight to defend our democracy,
its institutions, and the American way
of life. Surely, these brave men and
women have earned at least that much
through their blood, sweat, and tears.
Yet the country they defend has repeatedly denied our troops one of our
most sacred rights—the right to vote.
The U.S. Election Assistance Commission, in studying the 2006 election,
found that only 47.6 percent of the
military voters who requested absentee
ballots were actually successful in
casting those ballots. That means that
less than half of those troops who
wanted to vote were able to do so,
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which is appalling. Overall participation rates among military and overseas
voters in the November 2006 election
were also extremely low. Looking at
the big picture, there were roughly 6
million eligible military and overseas
U.S. voters at that time, but only 16.5
percent of them were able to request an
absentee ballot for the election. According to a 2006 DoD Inspector General report, only 59 percent of surveyed
service members even knew where to
obtain voting information on their installation, and only 40 percent had actually received assistance from their
designated Voting Assistance Officer.
Though the official data from the 2008
election is not yet available, the preliminary evidence indicates that our
military voters faced the same array of
problems in trying to cast their ballots
as in previous elections.
Our troops report many procedural
hurdles when trying to participate in
federal, state, and local elections.
States have inadequate processes and
unreasonable timelines in place for
transmitting blank absentee ballots to
our troops, and the methods available
to these service members for returning
completed ballots to local election officials are both slow and antiquated.
Moreover, there are a myriad of absentee voting rules and regulations that
are extremely confusing and vary widely with each state. The process is clearly broken, and there is no excuse for
not stepping up to challenge the status
quo and streamline the process. We ask
so much of our troops, and in return we
have given them a voting system that
is perplexing, frustrating, slow, and
often dysfunctional. They deserve better.
The bill I introduce today can help
address some of these procedural hurdles. The Military Voting Protection,
MVP, Act will give our troops a louder
and clearer voice at the polls by ensuring their absentee ballots are delivered
back home in time to be counted and
do not get lost on the way. It will reduce delays in the absentee voting
process by requiring the Department of
Defense to take a more active role in
the process. The MVP Act will require
the DoD to be responsible for collecting
completed absentee ballots from overseas troops and then express-shipping
them back to the U.S. in time to be
counted, allowing troops to track their
ballots while they are in transit and
confirm their delivery after they arrive
at local election offices.
I am pleased that Senators WYDEN
and INHOFE have joined me in this effort; it is a testament to their unwavering support for the members of our
Armed Forces.
We should pass this bipartisan bill
quickly so that elections officials have
time to prepare for the 2010 election
cycle. Meaningful reform will not come
overnight, but now is the time to take
up the cause of military voters. There
are 18 months until the next election,
which is enough time to implement significant improvements. If we fail, fur-
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ther disenfranchisement of military
voters will likely result. We must avoid
a repeat of 2004, 2006, and 2008.
This bill does not solve all the problems with our current military voting
system, but it is an important first
step. The Americans who answer the
call to serve are a national treasure,
and I remain in awe of their selfless
sacrifice and commitment to the defense of freedom. In what is now the
8th year of the Global War on Terror,
they continue to voluntarily step forward to defend our Nation and our freedom—often requiring immeasurable
personal sacrifice by them and their
loved ones. The members of this next
‘‘greatest generation’’ deserve nothing
less than the same constitutional
rights and individual liberties that
they safeguard for their fellow citizens
back home. It is the responsibility of
Congress to ensure that they get them.
Mr. President, I ask unanimous consent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.
There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:
S. 1026
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Military
Voting Protection Act of 2009’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:
(1) In the defense of freedom, members of
the United States Armed Forces are routinely deployed to overseas theaters of combat, assigned to overseas locations, and assigned to ocean-going vessels far from home.
(2) As the United States continues to fight
the Global War on Terror, the substantial
need for overseas service by members of the
Armed Forces will continue, as we live in
what senior Army leaders have referred to as
an ‘‘era of persistent conflict’’.
(3) The right to vote is one of the most
basic and fundamental rights enjoyed by
Americans, and one which the members of
the Armed Forces bravely defend both at
home in the United States and overseas.
(4) The decisions of elected officials of the
United States Government directly impact
the members of the Armed Forces who are
often called to deploy or otherwise serve
overseas as a result of decisions made by
such elected officials.
(5) The ability of the members of the
Armed Forces to vote while serving overseas
has been hampered by numerous factors, including inadequate processes for ensuring
their timely receipt of absentee ballots, delivery methods that are typically slow and
antiquated, and a myriad of absentee voting
procedures that are often confusing and vary
among the several States.
(6) The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act, which requires the
States to allow absentee voting for members
of the Armed Forces and other specified
groups of United States citizens, was intended to protect the voting rights of members of the Armed Forces.
(7) The current system of absentee voting
for overseas members of the Armed Forces
could be greatly improved by decreasing
delays in the process, and certain steps by
the Department of Defense, including utilization of express mail services for the delivery of completed absentee ballots, would address the major sources of delay.
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SEC. 3. PROCEDURES FOR COLLECTION AND DELIVERY OF MARKED ABSENTEE BALLOTS OF ABSENT OVERSEAS UNIFORMED SERVICES VOTERS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Uniformed and Over-

seas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C.
1973ff et seq.) is amended by inserting after
section 103 the following new section:
‘‘SEC. 103A. PROCEDURES FOR COLLECTION AND
DELIVERY OF MARKED ABSENTEE
BALLOTS OF ABSENT OVERSEAS
UNIFORMED SERVICES VOTERS.
‘‘(a) COLLECTION.—The Presidential des-

ignee shall establish procedures for collecting marked absentee ballots of absent
overseas uniformed services voters in regularly scheduled general elections for Federal
office, including absentee ballots prepared by
States and the Federal write-in absentee ballot prescribed under section 103, and for delivering the ballots to the appropriate election officials.
‘‘(b) ENSURING DELIVERY PRIOR TO CLOSING
OF POLLS.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Under the procedures established under this section, the Presidential
designee shall ensure that any marked absentee ballot for a regularly scheduled general election for Federal office which is collected prior to the deadline described in
paragraph (3) is delivered to the appropriate
election official in a State prior to the time
established by the State for the closing of
the polls on the date of the election.
‘‘(2) UTILIZATION OF EXPRESS MAIL DELIVERY
SERVICES.—The Presidential designee shall
carry out this section by utilizing the express mail delivery services of the United
States Postal Service.
‘‘(3) DEADLINE DESCRIBED.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the deadline described in
this paragraph is noon (in the location in
which the ballot is collected) on the fourth
day preceding the date of the election.
‘‘(B) AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH ALTERNATIVE
DEADLINE FOR CERTAIN LOCATIONS.—If the
Presidential designee determines that the
deadline described in subparagraph (A) is not
sufficient to ensure timely delivery of the
ballot under paragraph (1) with respect to a
particular location because of remoteness or
other factors, the Presidential designee may
establish as an alternative deadline for that
location the latest date occurring prior to
the deadline described in subparagraph (A)
which is sufficient to ensure timely delivery
of the ballot under paragraph (1).
‘‘(c) TRACKING MECHANISM.—Under the procedures established under this section, the
Presidential designee, working in conjunction with the United States Postal Service,
shall implement procedures to enable any individual whose marked absentee ballot for a
regularly scheduled general election for Federal office is collected by the Presidential
designee to determine whether the ballot has
been delivered to the appropriate election official, using the Internet, an automated telephone system, or such other methods as the
Presidential designee may provide.
‘‘(d) OUTREACH FOR ABSENT OVERSEAS UNIFORMED SERVICES VOTERS ON PROCEDURES.—
The Presidential designee shall take appropriate actions to inform individuals who are
anticipated to be absent overseas uniformed
services voters in a regularly scheduled general election for Federal office to which this
section applies of the procedures for the collection and delivery of marked absentee ballots established pursuant to this section, including the manner in which such voters
may utilize such procedures for the submittal of marked absentee ballots in the
election.
‘‘(e) REPORTS ON UTILIZATION OF PROCEDURES.—
‘‘(1) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after each regularly scheduled general
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election for Federal office to which this section applies, the Presidential designee shall
submit to the relevant committees of Congress a report on the utilization of the procedures for the collection and delivery of
marked absentee ballots established pursuant to this section during such general election.
‘‘(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report under paragraph (1) shall include, for the general election covered by such report, a description of
the utilization of the procedures described in
that paragraph during such general election,
including the number of marked absentee
ballots collected and delivered under such
procedures and the number of such ballots
which were not delivered by the time of the
closing of the polls on the date of the election (and the reasons therefor).
‘‘(3) RELEVANT COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘relevant committees of Congress’ means—
‘‘(A) the Committees on Appropriations,
Armed Services, and Rules and Administration of the Senate; and
‘‘(B) the Committees on Appropriations,
Armed Services, and House Administration
of the House of Representatives.
‘‘(f) ABSENT OVERSEAS UNIFORMED SERVICES VOTER DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘absent overseas uniformed services
voter’ means an overseas voter described in
section 107(5)(A).
‘‘(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Presidential designee such sums as may
be necessary to carry out this section.
‘‘(h) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply with respect to the regularly scheduled
general election for Federal office held in
November 2010 and each succeeding election
for Federal office.’’.
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—
(1) FEDERAL RESPONSIBILITIES.—Section
101(b) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ff(b)) is
amended—
(A) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (6);
(B) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (7) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and
(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:
‘‘(8) carry out section 103A with respect to
the collection and delivery of marked absentee ballots of absent overseas uniformed
services voters in elections for Federal office.’’.
(2) STATE RESPONSIBILITIES.—Section 102(a)
of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1973ff–1(a)) is amended—
(A) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (4);
(B) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (5) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and
(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:
‘‘(6) carry out section 103A(b)(2) with respect to the processing and acceptance of
marked absentee ballots of absent overseas
uniformed services voters.’’.
(c) REPORT ON STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION.—
(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Presidential designee under section
101(a) of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act shall submit to the relevant committees of Congress a report on
the status of the implementation of the program for the collection and delivery of
marked absentee ballots established pursuant to section 103A of such Act, as added by
subsection (a).
(2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph
(1) shall include a status of the implementation of the program and a detailed description of the specific steps taken towards its
implementation for November 2010.
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(3) RELEVANT COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘relevant committees of Congress’’ has the
meaning given such term in section
103A(e)(3) of the Uniformed and Overseas
Citizens Absentee Voting Act, as added by
subsection (a).
SEC. 4. PROTECTING VOTER PRIVACY AND SECRECY OF ABSENTEE BALLOTS.

Section 101(b) of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act (42 U.S.C.
1973ff(b)), as amended by section 3(b), is
amended—
(1) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of paragraph (7);
(2) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (8) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and
(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:
‘‘(9) to the greatest extent practicable,
take such actions as may be required to ensure that absent uniformed services voters
who cast absentee ballots at locations or facilities under the Presidential designee’s jurisdiction are able to do so in a private and
independent manner, and take such actions
as may be required to protect the privacy of
the contents of absentee ballots cast by absent uniformed services voters and overseas
voters while such ballots are in the Presidential designee’s possession or control.’’.
f

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS
SENATE RESOLUTION 142—DESIGNATING JULY 25, 2009, AS ‘‘NATIONAL DAY OF THE AMERICAN
COWBOY’’
Mr. ENZI (for himself, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. COBURN,
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. HATCH, Mr. JOHNSON, and Mr. REID) submitted the following resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary:
S. RES. 142
Whereas pioneering men and women, recognized as ‘‘cowboys’’, helped establish the
American West;
Whereas the cowboy embodies honesty, integrity, courage, compassion, respect, a
strong work ethic, and patriotism;
Whereas the cowboy spirit exemplifies
strength of character, sound family values,
and good common sense;
Whereas the cowboy archetype transcends
ethnicity, gender, geographic boundaries,
and political affiliations;
Whereas the cowboy is an excellent steward of the land and its creatures, who lives
off the land and works to protect and enhance the environment;
Whereas cowboy traditions have been a
part of American culture for generations;
Whereas the cowboy continues to be an important part of the economy through the
work of many thousands of ranchers across
the Nation who contribute to the economic
well-being of every State;
Whereas millions of fans watch professional and working ranch rodeo events annually, and rodeo is one of the most-watched
sports in the Nation;
Whereas membership and participation in
rodeo and other organizations that promote
and encompass the livelihood of cowboys
span every generation and transcend race
and gender;
Whereas the cowboy is a central figure in
literature, film, and music and occupies a
central place in the public imagination;
Whereas the cowboy is an American icon;
and
Whereas the ongoing contributions made
by cowboys and cowgirls to their commu-
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nities should be recognized and encouraged:
Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) designates July 25, 2009, as ‘‘National
Day of the American Cowboy’’; and
(2) encourages the people of the United
States to observe the day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I am proud
to introduce a resolution today to designate Saturday, July 25, 2009 as ‘‘National Day of the American Cowboy.’’
My late colleague, Senator Craig
Thomas, began the tradition of honoring the men and women known as
‘‘Cowboys’’ five years ago when he introduced the first resolution to designate the fourth Saturday of July as
National Day of the American Cowboy.
I’m proud to carry on Senator Thomas’s tradition.
The national day celebrates the history of Cowboys in America and recognizes the important work today’s Cowboys are doing in the United States.
The Cowboy Spirit is about honesty,
integrity, courage, and patriotism, and
Cowboys are models of strong character, sound family values, and good
common sense.
Cowboys were some of the first men
and women to settle in the American
West and they continue to make important contributions to our economy,
Western culture and my home state of
Wyoming today. This year’s resolution
designates July 25, 2009 as the National
Day of the American Cowboy. I hope
my colleagues will join me in recognizing the important role Cowboys play
in our country.
f

SENATE RESOLUTION 143—DESIGNATING MAY 15, 2009, AS ‘‘NATIONAL MPS AWARENESS DAY’’
Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. MURRAY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mr. CONRAD, Mr. BURR, Mr. DORGAN,
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Ms. MURKOWSKI, and
Ms. COLLINS) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:
S. RES. 143
Whereas mucopolysaccharidosis (referred
to in this resolution as ‘‘MPS’’) is a genetically determined lysosomal storage disease
that renders the human body incapable of
producing certain enzymes needed to break
down complex carbohydrates;
Whereas complex carbohydrates are then
stored in almost every cell in the body and
progressively cause damage to such cells;
Whereas such cell damage adversely affects
the human body by damaging the heart, respiratory system, bones, internal organs, and
central nervous system;
Whereas the cellular damage caused by
MPS often results in mental retardation,
short stature, corneal damage, joint stiffness, loss of mobility, speech and hearing impairment, heart disease, hyperactivity,
chronic respiratory problems, and, most importantly, a drastically shortened life span;
Whereas the nature of the disease is usually not apparent at birth;
Whereas, without treatment, the life expectancy of an individual afflicted with MPS
begins to decrease at a very early stage in
the life of the individual;
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