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American Bone Marrow Awareness Month Act,
by urging all Americans to initiate, organize
and participate in programs to increase the
collective consciousness of African Americans
to become bone marrow donors.

Since the inception of the National Marrow
Donor Program registry, over 24,000 people
have received bone marrow transplants. Afri-
can Americans make up only eight percent, or
450,000 of the more than six million people
currently registered in the National Marrow
Donor Program. Worse, African Americans
have received a little more than four percent—
one out of every 24—of these transplants.
While it is possible for an African American
patient to get a match for a bone marrow
donor from any racial or ethnic group, the
most likely match for a transplant is from an-
other African American. All it takes is a single
drop of blood to help determine a match.

Madam Speaker, this legislation will encour-
age all people, but particularly African Ameri-
cans, to organize a bone marrow registration
drive in their community. The collective work
under this legislation will promote donor
awareness and increase the number of African
Americans registered with the National Marrow
Donor Program throughout our nation. | urge
all Members of Congress to begin the need for
awareness, importance and value of bone
marrow awareness, and urge its quick adop-
tion by Congress.

—————

MARKING THE 100TH BIRTHDAY OF
MR. RUDOLF SMITH JUNE 12, 2009

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2009

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, on
June 12, 2009 Nash County, North Carolina
native and resident Mr. Rudolf Smith will be
celebrating his 100th birthday. To mark this
milestone, family and friends will be gathering
for a party in his honor.

Mr. Smith was born on June 12, 1909, to
sharecroppers, Mr. Willis Smith 1l and Mrs.
Willie M. Smith on Joe Ellison’s farm near
Dortches in Nash County, North Carolina. He
was kept home from school after the fourth
grade because he was needed to work the
crops.

Working six and a half days a week, Mr.
Smith was barely tall enough to keep the plow
in the field when he started farming.

Mr. Smith was married to Patty Alston in
1933. Together, they had six children.

Currently, he resides at Knight's Family
Care Homes where he enjoys reminiscing
about his past, walking, and eating anything
he wants. He lives a healthy and fulfilled life.

Madam Speaker, | respectfully ask that you
and my other distinguished colleagues join me
in wishing Mr. Smith a very happy 100th birth-
day.
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INTRODUCING LEGISLATION TO
SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESSES IN
SOUTHERN AND EASTERN KEN-
TUCKY

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2009

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker,
today | rise with my colleague and fellow Ken-
tuckian, Congressman ED WHITFIELD, to raise
awareness about an important issue impacting
a number of small businesses in our region of
the country.

Scenic Lake Cumberland has been the hub
of economic development in our area of south-
ern Kentucky for years. Some 4 million visitors
stop by every year to take advantage of the
lake’s many attractions—world class bass fish-
ing, relaxing atop a custom built houseboat, or
boating with family and friends. These visitors
pump over $70 million into our local economy,
benefiting a wide array of businesses in the
surrounding counties. However, with our na-
tion’s economy floundering and the Common-
wealth’s unemployment rate of nearly 10 per-
cent hovering above the national average, the
houseboat and marina industries surrounding
Lake Cumberland are hemorrhaging—and so
too are our people whose livelihoods rely on
the lake as a lifeline.

While the overall economy is part of the
problem, business conditions at Lake Cum-
berland have suffered an even greater share
in large part due to a long delayed and de-
ferred federal rehabilitation and construction
project at Wolf Creek Dam. An unfortunate
consequence of construction at the dam has
been the necessity to temporarily lower the
pool of the lake from the traditional level of
720 feet to 680 feet. This significant drawdown
has had a substantial adverse impact on the
ten local concessionaries leasing marina
space from the Corps of Engineers. Many ma-
rinas have had to incur tremendous expenses
to accommodate the lower pool, such as relo-
cation and investments in additional infrastruc-
ture, and these unanticipated expenses have
significantly disrupted their cash flow. The leg-
islation we’ve introduced today ensures that
the federal government fulfills its obligation to
those concessionaries with which it has en-
tered into leasing agreements and provides
some relief for these unforeseeable expenses
that have the potential to set back the econ-
omy of an entire region. These measures in-
clude suspending burdensome rental pay-
ments until it is safe to restore the lake level,
as well as reimbursing marina operators for
expenses directly tied to this continued draw-
down. Finally, the bill makes whole the sur-
rounding communities that rely heavily on
these rental payments.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has
been tasked and is hard at work with cor-
recting structural issues with the dam to shore
up the dam for future generations to enjoy,
and Congress has diligently provided vital
funds for the continuation of this project. |
have no argument with this work or the fund-
ing. However, no relief has been made avail-
able to those who have tied their livelihoods to
this lake and who, through no fault of their
own, are enduring a government-induced
hardship. The bill introduced today will correct
this and provide some measure of relief to the
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hardworking small business owners scattered
along beautiful Lake Cumberland.

TRIBUTE TO LT COL KENNETH
BOW, USAR RET

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2009

Mr. CAMP. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to LT COL Kenneth Bow, USAR
RET, in recognition of his 70th birthday this
Saturday, June 13, 2009.

Kenneth Bow retired from the U.S. Army
Reserves in 1993 with the rank of LT COL. He
joined the ROTC at Michigan State in 1958.
After graduation as an Electrical Engineer, he
began his active duty as a Second Lieutenant
at Aberdeen Proving Ground. Later, from 1963
to 1965, he was stationed in Stuttgart, Ger-
many. After being honorably discharged, he
immediately joined the 578th Research and
Development Unit in the USAR in Midland,
Michigan.

On active-duty training assignments over his
army career, he served in many Mobilization
Designee positions, mainly in the Ft. Belvoir
Research Development and Engineer Center.
His training projects were highly technical and
engineering-oriented, such as standardization
of controls across an electrical generator fam-
ily and related self diagnosis; and the impact
of chlorofluorocarbon, CFC, regulations on
users. In addition, LT COL Bow co-chaired
management of selected engineering and fi-
nancial teams assembled to conceptualize the
design of a state-of-the-art, $100 million auto-
mated logistical center/warehouse at Sharpe
Army Depot in California.

In his more than twenty-eight years serving
the USAR, LT COL Bow was highly decorated
with the following awards: Meritorious Service
Medal, Army Commendation Medal, USAR
Achievement Medal with three Bronze Oak
Leaves, National Defense Service Medal, and
Armed Forces Reserve Medal with Hour-Glass
Device.

In 1965, Kenneth Bow joined the Dow
Chemical Company in Midland, Michigan, ris-
ing to the highest research professional rank
of Research Scientist at the time of his retire-
ment in 2007.

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, | am honored today to recog-
nize LT COL Kenneth Bow in celebration of
his 70th birthday. | hope the year to come will
bring him health, happiness, and special times
with family and friends. Birthdays are a time to
reminisce over good memories and make new
ones. | hope that his is special.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 11, 2009

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on June
10, 2009, | was unavoidably detained and was
not able to record my vote for rollcall No. 317.

Had | been present | would have voted:

Rollcall No. 317—*yes”—Providing for con-
sideration of H.R. 1886, the Pakistan Enduring
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