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Olmstead decision. Their only choice is
to live in an institution or to try to get
by with the help of family and friends,
often at the expense of their health.

To fulfill the promise of Olmstead,
Congress must pass the Community
Choice Act. This legislation, which I
have introduced and continue to cham-
pion, would require Medicaid to pro-
vide individuals with significant dis-
abilities the choice of receiving com-
munity-based services and supports,
rather than receiving care in an insti-
tution. These services and supports can
include assistance with activities of
daily living, such as eating, toileting,
grooming, dressing, and bathing, as
well as other health-related tasks.

We know that, over the long term,
providing home- and community-based
services is likely to be less expensive
than providing those same services in
institutions, especially in the case of
adults with physical disabilities.

In 2007, 69 percent of Medicaid long-
term care spending for older people and
adults with physical disabilities went
for institutional services. Only six
States spent 50 percent or more of their
Medicaid long-term care dollars on
home- and community-based services
for older people and adults with phys-
ical disabilities, while half of the
States spent less than 25 percent. This
disparity continues even though, on av-
erage, it is estimated that Medicaid
dollars could support nearly three
older people and adults with physical
disabilities in home- and community-
based services for every person in a
nursing home.

The majority of individuals who use
Medicaid long-term services and sup-
ports prefer to live in the community,
rather than in institutional settings.
Olmstead says they should have that
choice.

I think of my nephew Kelly, who be-
came a paraplegic after an accident
while serving in U.S. Navy. The Vet-
erans’ Administration pays for his per-
sonal care services. This allows Kelly
to get up in the morning, go to work,
operate his own small business, pay
taxes, and be a fully contributing mem-
ber of our economy and society.

The costs of the Community Choice
Act would be mostly offset by the bene-
fits of having people with disabilities
who are employed, paying taxes, and
contributing to the economy.

With appropriate community serv-
ices and supports, we can fulfill the
promise of the Olmstead decision, and
we can make good on the great goals of
the ADA—equal opportunity, full par-
ticipation, independent living, and eco-
nomic self-sufficiency for all people
with disabilities.

Mr. BEGICH. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motions to
reconsider be laid on the table, with no
intervening action or debate, and any
statements be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

201) was
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The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. REs. 201

Whereas in the Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) (referred
to in this preamble as the ““ADA’”’), Congress
found that the isolation and segregation of
individuals with disabilities is a serious and
pervasive form of discrimination;

Whereas the ADA provides the guarantees
of equality of opportunity, economic self-suf-
ficiency, full participation, and independent
living for individuals with disabilities;

Whereas on June 22, 1999, the United States
Supreme Court in Olmstead v. L.C., 527 U.S.
581 (1999), held that under the ADA, States
must offer qualified individuals with disabil-
ities the choice to receive their long-term
services and support in a community-based
setting;

Whereas the Supreme Court further recog-
nized in Olmstead v. L.C. that “institutional
placement of persons who can handle and
benefit from community settings perpet-
uates unwarranted assumptions that persons
so isolated are incapable or unworthy of par-
ticipating in community life’”’ and that ‘‘con-
finement in an institution severely dimin-
ishes the everyday life activities of individ-
uals, including family relations, social con-
tacts, work options, economic independence,
educational advancement, and cultural en-
richment.”’;

Whereas June 22, 2009, marks the tenth an-
niversary of the Olmstead v. L.C. decision;

Whereas, as a result of the Supreme Court
decision in Olmstead v. L.C., many individ-
uals with disabilities have been able to live
in home and community-based settings,
rather than institutional settings, and to be-
come productive members of the community;

Whereas despite this success, community-
based services and supports remain unavail-
able for many individuals with significant
disabilities;

Whereas eligible families of children with
disabilities, working-age adults with disabil-
ities, and older individuals with disabilities
should be able to make a choice between en-
tering an institution or receiving long-term
services and supports in the most integrated
setting appropriate to the individual’s needs;
and

Whereas families of children with disabil-
ities, working-age adults with disabilities,
and older individuals with disabilities should
retain the greatest possible control over the
services received and, therefore, their own
lives and futures, including quality services
that maximize independence in the home and
community: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes and honors the tenth anni-
versary of the Supreme Court decision in
Olmstead v. L.C.;

(2) salutes all people whose efforts have
contributed to the expansion of home and
community-based long-term services and
supports for individuals with disabilities;
and

(3) encourages all people of the United
States to recognize the importance of ensur-
ing that home and community-based services
are equally available to all qualified individ-
uals with significant disabilities who choose
to remain in their home and community.

———

APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 6968(a), appoints
the following Senators to the Board of
Visitors of the U.S. Naval Academy:
the Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
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KOWSKI), from the Committee on Ap-
propriations, and the Senator from Ari-
zona (Mr. MCCAIN), designated by the
Chairman of the Committee on Armed
Services.

The Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 4355(a),
appoints the Senators from Texas (Mrs.
HUTCHISON), from the Committee on
Appropriations, and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. BURR), At Large,
to the Board of Visitors of the U.S.
Military Academy.

The Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 9355(a),
appoints the following Senators to the
Board of Visitors of the U.S. Air Force
Academy: the Senator from Utah (Mr.
BENNETT), from the Committee on Ap-
propriations, and the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), At Large.

The Chair, on behalf of the Vice
President, pursuant to 14 U.S.C. 194, as
amended by Public Law 101-595, and
upon the recommendation of the Chair-
man of the Committee on Commerce,
Science and Transportation, appoints
the following Senators to the Board of
Visitors of the U.S. Coast Guard Acad-
emy: the Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER), from the Committee on Com-
merce, Science and Transportation and

the Senator from Louisiana (Mr.
VITTER), At Large.
The Chair, on behalf of the Vice

President, pursuant to Title 46, Section
1295(b), of the U.S. Code, as amended by
Public Law 101-595, and upon the rec-
ommendation of the Chairman of the
Committee on Commerce, Science and
Transportation, appoints the following
Senators to the Board of Visitors of the
U.S. Merchant Marine Academy: the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON),
from the Committee on Commerce,
Science and Transportation, and the
Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
GRAHAM), At Large.

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE
24, 2009

Mr. BEGICH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:55 a.m., Wednesday, June
24; that following the prayer and the
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and the Senate proceed to
the impeachment proceeding under the
previous order; that upon the conclu-
sion of the impeachment proceedings,
the Senate proceed to executive ses-
sion, with the time until 11 a.m. equal-
ly divided and controlled between the
two leaders or their designees, and that
at 11 a.m. the Senate proceed to vote
on the motion to invoke cloture on the
nomination of Harold Koh to be Legal
Adviser of the Department of State.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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