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experiencing in our country. While oil
is currently trading at some $69.21 per
barrel today, it was at $147 in July of
2008, when we all remember gas prices
at over $4 a gallon. We must address
our energy problems as we continue to
address our economic problems. By
doing so, we can ensure that while our
economy recovers, we will be competi-
tive and secure in the energy sector as
well.

As such, I was pleased that my bill,
H.R. 3165, the Wind Energy Research
and Development Act of 2009, passed
this body last week. I would like to
thank my colleagues from both sides of
the aisle for their support on my first
piece of legislation that passed this full
body. We must continue to promote en-
ergy efficiency, to drill and mine effi-
ciency as we previously drilled for oil
and mined coal. We must also enact
policies that promote clean energy jobs
and the deployment of renewables.

Finally, as my bill did last week, we
must continue to invest in research
and development to ensure that the
United States is at the forefront of the
energy revolution.

————

TOO MANY CRISES IN
WASHINGTON

(Mr. ISSA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, it is so good
to be back on the House floor, doing
the people’s work. But once again, I
hear the word ‘‘crisis’ wused con-
stantly—energy is a crisis, the health
care crisis. When will this body deal
with the problems in many cases cre-
ated by government in a way that the
American people can have the con-
fidence that, in fact, we view problems
as something which gets solved, and it
gets solved by having the private sec-
tor able to do what it does best and the
public sector doing only the minimum
necessary?

When I hear my colleagues talk
about how we have to make insurance
companies do this or that, I recognize
that we still don’t get it. The crises are
created in Washington, and we must
change to help solve problems with the
American people and not make every-
thing a crisis to justify our pet
projects.

——

WE NEED HEALTH CARE

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, I spent
the month of August and the first part
of September traveling across my dis-
trict in upstate New York, listening to
my constituents in townhall meetings,
tele-townhalls and one-on-one discus-
sions in my office. I've listened to doc-
tors, nurses, hospital administrators in
order to build consensus on what my
constituents want to see as part of a
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health care reform bill. I learned a lot
during that time, and I heard stories
that would make hearts break regard-
ing denied coverage or loss of coverage
because of preexisting conditions and
catastrophic illness.

I have promised my constituents that
I will keep listening until we have to
go to vote on this bill. However, it is
crucial to America’s financial health
that we pass comprehensive health
care reform to rid the current system
of rampant waste, fraud and abuse, like
the inflated costs of prescription drugs.
Our economy cannot sustain the high
cost of our current system, and it is
clear to me that the health care reform
in this country is not just the moral
imperative for those who don’t have
health care insurance, but it’s also an
economic imperative for those that do
have health care insurance, to ensure
that those individuals can continue the
coverage that they have.

OVER 20 PERCENT OF AMERICANS
BETWEEN THE AGES OF 18 AND
64 ARE UNINSURED

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, the
Joint Economic Committee heard last
week some very sobering findings from
the latest Census data on health cov-
erage. The number of Americans be-
tween the ages of 18 and 64 who are
without health insurance increased sig-
nificantly last year to over 20 percent.
More than one of every five nonelderly
adults lacked health insurance in 2008.
Those millions are one accident, one
major illness away from financial ruin.
The majority of those uninsured adults
without health coverage worked full
time or part time.

At the same time, the share of em-
ployment-based health insurance de-
clined significantly to 58.5 percent in
2008. The current expensive, inefficient
and indifferent system is failing us.
Americans deserve better, and we de-
serve it now.

———
CELEBRATING THE 15TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE VIOLENCE

AGAINST WOMEN ACT

(Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in recognition of the
16th anniversary of the Violence
Against Women Act. I am so proud of
the light that Congress shined on do-
mestic violence 15 years ago this week,
of the work that the dedicated staff
and advocates have done for the past
decade and a half, and of the bravery
shown by victims and their families.
For 15 years now, the Office on Vio-
lence Against Women has served as a
safe haven for families everywhere.
Through it, we have provided services
and counseling during victims’ darkest
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hours, emergency and transitional
shelter in times of need, and legal as-
sistance to help prosecute perpetrators.

Domestic violence is a scourge in this
country, one that recognizes no income
brackets, no race, no age. Earlier this
week, I joined my constituents in Wis-
consin for the fourth annual Brides
Walk. We donned wedding dresses and
marched through the streets of Mil-
waukee, calling attention to the vio-
lent murder of Gladys Ricart. Gladys
was in the process of handing her bou-
quet to her maid of honor 8 years ago
in New York when a former lover burst
into the church and killed her in her
wedding dress.

Domestic violence is not a private
matter. Domestic violence against a
partner or a child, whether physical or
mental, is not okay. On this anniver-
sary, I urge my colleagues to recommit
themselves once again to ending this
injustice in our country.

———

REAL COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH
CARE REFORM IS A NECESSITY

(Ms. KILROY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KILROY. Mr. Speaker, like I've
heard from many of my colleagues this
afternoon, I also have been listening to
constituents in my district throughout
the recess and this past weekend about
the issue of health care. After church
services last Sunday, this is what I
heard from one woman who worked for
General Motors for 26 years, taking an
early retirement a few years ago,
thinking she was secure in her retire-
ment: Now she’s found that she has lost
her investments and her 401(k) because
of the GM bankruptcy, and also lost
her health care.

She is a breast cancer survivor. Now
she is not of the means to buy insur-
ance. No insurance company will in-
sure her because of this preexisting
condition. Mr. Speaker, there are too
many people in my district and across
the country who cannot buy insurance
because they are barred because of pre-
existing conditions. This is one of the
many reasons why we need to take ac-
tion on real comprehensive health care
reform.

———

THE HEALTH CARE LEGISLATION
WILL RESULT IN BETTER CARE
WITH NO ADDITIONAL COST TO
AMERICANS

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, the urgency
of health care reform comes from the
fact that overall, Americans are living
sicker, dying younger, and paying
more. Not just the poor, not just those
without insurance, not just the unem-
ployed. Overall, Americans are living
sicker, dying younger, and paying more
than they should or more than resi-
dents of other countries do. Just min-
utes ago I came from a meeting with
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