September 15, 2009

Boston for a Base Closure and Realign-
ment—BRAC—Commission hearing,
and we were waiting for an elevator. As
many in this Chamber will recall, this
was a very anxious and uncertain pe-
riod for a number of us. But I will al-
ways remember seeing the elevator
doors open and who should appear but
Ted Kennedy, alongside a large group
of his constituents, fighting the closure
of a facility in Massachusetts. And
without missing a beat, he roared with
his sonorous voice: ‘“You go fight them
Olympia with everything you’ve got!”
The whole crowd with him cheered.

That moment reflected so much of
what Ted exemplified, encompassed,
and meant to so many, and he ap-
proached his causes with a ferocity of
spirit and feeling that was unmatched.
It is true, as all of us in this institution
know all too well, if Ted Kennedy were
opposite you in a debate, and some-
times I was, it could be rough going
and you had better be prepared! But if
he were with you, let’s just say your
chances for victory increased exponen-
tially!

And Ted never lost that gusto—not in
legislating and not in life. Who could
forget witnessing Ted throwing out the
first pitch for New England’s beloved
Boston Red Sox at this year’s home
opener at Fenway Park? Or his zeal for
his beloved Massachusetts or, for that
matter, the Maine coast which he loved
so much where he sailed every summer.
Indeed, one year he and Vicki visited
an inn near our family place at Han-
cock Point. And I will always remem-
ber the excitement and anticipation he
exhibited as he showed me his map of
the journey he and Vicki were pre-
paring to undertake, sailing along the
beautiful Maine coastline.

As my colleagues know above all,
this greatest of deliberative bodies has
lost a giant and a legislative standard-
bearer who was tirelessly devoted to its
history, its stewardship, and its pur-
pose, and his ardor and love for this
most august institution and the Nation
it serves will never be extinguished.
Senator Kennedy now ranks among a
rarefied, pantheon of legendary Sen-
ators such as Daniel Webster and
Henry Clay. He was, to evoke the title
of the Pulitzer-Prize winning book by
his brother, John, truly a ‘‘profile in
courage.”’

The great American poet, Carl Sand-
burg, once wrote: ‘I see America not in
the setting sun of night I see
America in the crimson light of a ris-
ing sun. I see great days ahead, great
days possible to men and women of will
and vision.” Those days are indeed pos-
sible for this Senate, this Congress, and
our country precisely because of the in-
defatigable will and limitless vision of
public servants such as Senator Ted
Kennedy. We honor his memory and his
legacy best by striving every day to
make this process work for the U.S.
Senate and for the American people.

And what Maine’s own Henry Wads-
worth Longfellow penned about an-
other Senator from Massachusetts,
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Charles Sumner, we say today about
Senator Kennedy:
So when a great man dies,
For years beyond our ken,
The light he leaves behind him lies
Upon the paths of men.

So it will forever be with Senator Ed-
ward M. Kennedy. We will not see his
like again. He will be sorely missed.

———

15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, this week
we celebrate the 15th anniversary of
the Violence Against Women Act,
VAWA, one of our most powerful tools
to combat domestic violence and other
crimes perpetrated against women and
families.

The enactment of the Violence
Against Women Act in 1994 marked an
important national commitment to
survivors of domestic violence and sex-
ual assault. This landmark legislation
filled a void in Federal law that left
many victims without the help they
needed. In commemorating this mile-
stone, I would like to recognize the
leadership of Vice President JOE BIDEN.
His dedication to eliminating violence
against women and families was vital
to our success in passing the original
legislation and subsequent reauthoriza-
tions. I am proud to have worked with
him on this important matter for near-
ly two decades.

As a prosecutor in Vermont earlier in
my career, I witnessed the devastating
impact of domestic violence and sexual
assault. I saw how it affects people
from all walks of life, regardless of
gender, race, culture, age, class or sex-
uality. Our Nation has made remark-
able progress since that time in recog-
nizing that domestic violence and sex-
ual assault are crimes, and we have re-
sponded with better laws, social sup-
port, and coordinated community re-
sources.

Since the Violence Against Women
Act became law, domestic violence re-
porting rates by women have increased
by as much as 50 percent, and reporting
rates by men have risen by 37 percent.
At the same time, the number of indi-
viduals killed by an intimate partner
has decreased by 24 percent for women
and 48 percent for men. These are huge
improvements, and we should be proud
of the work we have accomplished to-
gether. There is, of course, more work
to be done. Millions of women, men,
children, and families continue to be
traumatized by abuse, leading to in-
creased rates of crime, violence and
suffering.

Earlier this year, I chaired a Judici-
ary Committee hearing on the ongoing
importance of VAWA. We heard from
individuals around the country who
shared with us the impact the law has
had on their lives and the continuing
need to strengthen it. We have been
hearing for some time about important
steps we can take to enhance VAWA,
which is why at the beginning of this
yvear I introduced the Improving Assist-
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ance to Domestic and Sexual Violence
Victims Act of 2009, a bill to make sev-
eral needed corrections and improve-
ments to VAWA. Among other impor-
tant changes, this bill would bolster
privacy protections for victims of do-
mestic violence and offer greater help
in rural and tribal areas. These im-
provements would ensure that the law
is as effective and strong as it was in-
tended to be and that it meets the
needs of those it seeks to protect. We
were able to report this bill from the
Judiciary Committee in May but with
an amendment that has complicated
further progress.

On this 15th anniversary, it is impor-
tant that we pause to celebrate what
we have accomplished. There is no
doubt we have made great strides in re-
ducing domestic violence and sexual
assault, but we know more work re-
mains to be done. I look forward to
working together with other Senators,
the Obama-Biden administration, and
experts in the field to ensure that
VAWA remains a vital resource for
prosecutors, law enforcement agencies,
victim service providers, and, most im-
portantly, the women and families who
are threatened with violence and
abuse.

———

GLENNS FERRY CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION

Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, I rise
today to congratulate and acknowledge
the 100th anniversary of the founding
of the city of Glenns Ferry, ID. On Sep-
tember 26, 2009, the citizens of Glenns
Ferry will gather in the high school
gymnasium to commemorate the 100th
year of its founding. This is a very his-
toric and special day for this commu-
nity.

Glenns Ferry boasts a colorful West-
ern heritage as one of the most famous
river crossings on the Oregon Trail.
Pioneers would ford the Snake River at
the Three Island Crossing until 1869
when Gustavus ‘“‘Gus” Glenn con-
structed a ferry roughly 2 miles up-
stream. Gus’s ferry would cut-off near-
ly 20 miles from the Southern Oregon
Trail route, as it carried two wagons at
a time across the river.

In 1870, Gus’s brother Oliver S.
Glenn—known as 0O.S.—joined him in
operating the ferry and together they
ran it successfully until 1876. In 1871,
the town site was platted just down-
stream from the ferry site and a com-
munity started to grow from the
desert.

In 1883, this area was inundated by a
force of tracklayers whose duty it was
to lay the tracks of the Oregon Short
Line railroad. The tracklayers camp
required 23 saloons and a dance hall.
With the establishment of a post office
and the appointment of O.S. Glenn as
postmaster, the site required a formal
name. And what more suitable a name
than ‘‘Glenns Ferry’” in recognition of
the enormous contributions made by
the Glenn family.

The coming of the railroad caused
the eventual discontinuation of the



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-03T08:27:24-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




