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people are feeling the pinch, special
needs from the disabled, the elderly, to
veterans, who have particularly been
well served by the veterans assisted in
supportive housing that we have pro-
vided.

But also, as I have warned many
times before, the FHA program is a
high-risk program that could subject
us to billions of dollars being thrown
on the taxpayers’ credit card. And this
bill provides resources for HUD to get
up the IT systems it needs, to get the
people in place. It provides for more
oversight. It provides increases for the
inspector general to doublecheck to
make sure the predatory lending which
inflicted the entire economy does not
transport itself into FHA-supported
housing.

So we do have some more amend-
ments. And we look forward to working
on those this afternoon. We thank all
our colleagues for letting us come this
far. We hope to get it passed and get
these badly needed appropriations en-
acted into law.

AMENDMENT NO. 2403, AS MODIFIED

I ask unanimous consent that the
McCain amendment No. 2403 be modi-
fied with the changes at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. As in
legislative session, without objection,
it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2403) as modi-
fied is as follows:

AMENDMENT NO. 2403, AS MODIFIED

On page 318, between lines 11 and 12, insert
the following:

SEC. 2 . None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used to carry out the
Brownfields Economic Development Initia-
tive program (including with respect to any
individual property described on page 138,
139, or 141 of Senate Report No. 111-69) ad-
ministered by the Department of Housing
and Urban Development.

Mr. BOND. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. MURRAY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call
be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session.

————

TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2010—Resumed

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

A bill (H.R. 3288) making appropriations
for the Departments of Transportation, and
Housing and Urban Development, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Landrieu amendment No. 2365, to amend
the Disaster Relief and Recovery Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 2008.
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McCain modified amendment No. 2403, to
prohibit the use of funds to carry out the
Brownfields Economic Development Initia-
tive program administered by the Depart-

ment of Housing and Urban Development.
DeMint amendment No. 2410, to limit the

use of funds for the John Murtha Johnstown-
Cambria County Airport.

Vitter modified amendment No. 2359, to
prohibit the use of funds for households that
include convicted drug dealing or domestic
violence offenders or members of violent
gangs that occupy rebuilt public housing in
New Orleans.

Kyl motion to commit the bill to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, with instructions
to report the same back to the Senate forth-
with with Kyl amendment No. 2421 (to the in-
structions on Kyl motion to commit the
bill), relating to the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act.

AMENDMENT NO. 2365

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 2 min-
utes evenly divided for a vote with re-
spect to the Landrieu amendment.

Who yields time?

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, it
is my understanding that this amend-
ment is accepted on both sides. I urge

a voice vote.
Mr. BOND. Madam President, nobody
has advised us of objections on our

side.
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Madam President,
I support the Landrieu amendment.
The year 2008 witnessed numerous
devastating disasters: severe wildfires
in California, floods in the Midwest,
and the one-two punch of Hurricanes

Gustav and Ike along the Gulf Coast.

Congress responded last fall by pass-
ing a natural disaster supplemental,
which in addition to providing nec-
essary FEMA and SBA funding, pro-
vided $6.5 billion in community devel-
opment block grants to support recov-
ery.

%nfortunately, the language included
a restriction that has impaired these
impacted communities’ ability to re-
build.

This amendment removes that re-
striction, providing flexibility for these
funds to be used to their greatest im-
pact in the community, helping these
communities get back on their feet as
quickly as possible.

Without this amendment, many com-
munities will be unable to balance
their budget priorities, jeopardizing
critical projects in the recovery proc-
ess, or worse yet, leading to the aban-

donment of projects altogether.

Communities across this Nation have
been greatly impacted by natural dis-
asters over the past several years, in-
cluding the State of Texas. Tax bases
have been decimated and many com-
munities are still struggling to re-
cover. These devastated communities
want to be able to stand on their own;
however, they don’t currently have the
resources to do so. By providing max-
imum flexibility of vital Federal funds,
as we have for previous disasters, we
remove one more barrier from their
way on the road to recovery.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the amendment is agreed to.

The amendment (No. 2365) was agreed
to.

Mrs. MURRAY. I move to reconsider
the vote.
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Mr. BOND. I move to lay that motion
on the table. The motion to lay on the
table was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 2359

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
pending business is amendment No.
2359, the Vitter amendment.

The Senator from Louisiana.

Mr. VITTER. Madam President, this
amendment is very simple and
straightforward. It simply says that no
public housing assistance will be grant-
ed to anyone who is convicted of a
crime involving drug trafficking, not
simple possession but distribution, et
cetera, or being a member of a violent
gang. These are serious adult offenders.
I don’t believe we should use taxpayer
funds with housing assistance, particu-
larly in public housing projects, in that
manner. It specifically focuses on New
Orleans, LA, only New Orleans, where
we are pouring massive amounts of
Federal dollars to rebuild public hous-
ing projects in a fundamentally dif-
ferent, better way after Katrina, rid-
ding those projects of the crime prob-
lem which had previously been embed-
ded there. It is very important in terms
of that recovery.

I reserve the remainder of my time.

Mr. DODD. Madam President, I rise
in opposition to amendment No. 2359.
Our colleague Senator LANDRIEU spoke
at length last night about the reasons
she opposes this amendment, which is
targeted to her city of New Orleans.

I am here as the chairman of the
Banking Committee, to share with you
some of the reasons I believe this legis-
lation could have benefitted from a
more thorough vetting through the au-
thorizing process.

While superficially an attractive ef-
fort to be tough on crime, the proposed
amendment is likely to have serious
unintended consequences while pro-
viding no apparent increase in public
safety. The proposed amendment is
overly broad, burdensome, and would
present great difficulties for Federal,
State, and local administrators to ac-
tually implement.

Representatives of public housing
agencies have raised concerns about
implementing this legislation. Advo-
cates for low income families oppose
this amendment.

Needless to say, we want to ensure
the security of families receiving hous-
ing assistance. That is why current law
already provides tools for denying or
terminating assistance for drug-related
and violent crimes and activities in
public housing and section 8 assistance,
which appears to be the amendment’s
objective.

I have other concerns about things
that may or may not have been the ob-
jective of the amendment.

This provision only applies in New
Orleans, raising questions about equal
protection and the unfortunate possi-
bility of federal law that changes from
city to city.

It is a vast expansion of current Fed-
eral law. While Senator VITTER de-
scribes the amendment as applying to
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