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the story of our Nation’s past from a new
perspective by concentrating on the eco-
nomic, cultural, social, and other notable
contributions that Filipino Americans have
made in countless ways toward the develop-
ment of the history of the United States;

Whereas the Filipino-American commu-
nity is the second largest Asian-American
group in the United States, with a popu-
lation of approximately 3,100,000 people;

Whereas Filipino-American servicemen
and servicewomen have a longstanding his-
tory serving in the Armed Services, from the
Civil War to the Iraq and Afghanistan con-
flicts, including the 250,000 Filipinos who
fought under the United States flag during
World War II to protect and defend this
country;

Whereas 9 Filipino Americans have re-
ceived the Congressional Medal of Honor, the
highest award for valor in action against an
enemy force that can be bestowed upon an
individual serving in the United States
Armed Forces;

Whereas Filipino Americans are an inte-
gral part of the United States health care
system as nurses, doctors, and other medical
professionals;

Whereas Filipino Americans have contrib-
uted greatly to the fine arts, music, dance,
literature, education, business, literature,
journalism, sports, fashion, politics, govern-
ment, science, technology, and other fields
in the United States that enrich the land-
scape of the country;

Whereas efforts should continue to pro-
mote the study of Filipino-American history
and culture, as mandated in the mission
statement of the Filipino American National
Historical Society, because the roles of Fili-
pino Americans and other people of color
have been overlooked in the writing, teach-
ing, and learning of United States history;

Whereas it is imperative for Filipino-
American youth to have positive role models
to instill in them the importance of edu-
cation, complemented with the richness of
their ethnicity and the value of their legacy;
and

Whereas Filipino American History Month
is celebrated during the month of October
2009: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the celebration of Filipino
American History Month 2009 as a study of
the advancement of Filipino Americans, as a
time of reflection and remembrance, and as
a time to renew efforts toward the research
and examination of history and culture in
order to provide an opportunity for all peo-
ple in the United States to learn and appre-
ciate more about Filipino Americans and
their historic contributions to the Nation;
and

(2) urges the people of the United States to
observe Filipino American History Month
2009 with appropriate programs and activi-
ties.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 299—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
GOALS AND IDEALS OF NA-
TIONAL INFANT MORTALITY
AWARENESS MONTH 2009

Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr.
BURR) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 299

Whereas infant mortality refers to the
death of a baby before his or her first birth-
day;

Whereas the United States ranks 29th
among industrialized nations in the rate of
infant mortality;
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Whereas premature birth, low-birth
weight, and shorter gestation periods ac-
count for more than 60 percent of infant
deaths in the United States;

Whereas high rates of infant mortality are
especially prevalent in communities with
large minority populations, high rates of un-
employment and poverty, and limited access
to safe housing and medical providers;

Whereas premature birth is a leading cause
of infant mortality and, according to the In-
stitute of Medicine, costs the United States
more than $26,000,000,000 annually;

Whereas infant mortality rates can be sub-
stantially reduced through community-based
services such as outreach, home visitation,
case management, health education, and
interconceptional care;

Whereas support for community-based pro-
grams to reduce infant mortality can result
in lower future spending on medical inter-
ventions, special education, and other social
services that may be needed for infants and
children who are born with a low-birth
weight;

Whereas the United States Department of
Health and Human Services, through the Of-
fice of Minority Health, has implemented the
‘“A Healthy Baby Begins With You’ cam-
paign;

Whereas public awareness and education
campaigns on infant mortality are held dur-
ing the month of September 2009; and

Whereas September 2009 has been des-
ignated as National Infant Mortality Aware-
ness Month: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Infant Mortality Awareness Month
2009;

(2) supports efforts to educate Americans
about infant mortality and its contributing
factors;

(3) supports efforts to reduce infant deaths,
low-birth weight, pre-term births, and dis-
parities in perinatal outcomes;

(4) recognizes the critical importance of in-
cluding efforts to reduce infant mortality
and its contributing factors as part of pre-
vention and wellness strategies; and

(5) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe National Infant Mortality
Awareness Month during September 2009
with appropriate programs and activities.

SENATE RESOLUTION  300—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF FIRE PREVENTION
WEEK AND THE WORK OF FIRE-
FIGHTERS IN EDUCATING AND
PROTECTING THE COMMUNITIES
OF THIS NATION

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. DopD, Mr. McCAIN, and Mr.
LIEBERMAN) submitted the fllowing res-
olution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 300

Whereas since the organization of the first
fire departments during the colonial era of
this Nation, firefighters have maintained
their dedication to protecting the health and
safety of the American public;

Whereas firefighters presently provide a
multitude of services to our communities,
including emergency medical services, spe-
cial rescue response, hazardous material and
terrorism response, and public safety edu-
cation;

Whereas 103 firefighters lost their lives in
the line of duty in 2008;

Whereas the Nation’s fire departments re-
spond to emergency calls nearly once per
second and are dispatched to fire emer-
gencies every 22 seconds;
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Whereas approximately 1,145,000 fires were
reported in 2008;

Whereas firefighters always respond with
courage, whether they are confronted with
acts of terrorism, natural disasters, or other
emergencies;

Whereas Fire Prevention Week is the long-
est running public health and safety observ-
ance on record, as firefighters have been hon-
ored for their role in educating the American
public since the first Fire Prevention Week
was declared by President Warren G. Harding
in 1922;

Whereas the National Fire Protection As-
sociation has designated the week of October
4 through October 10, 2009, as Fire Preven-
tion Week; and

Whereas educating all Americans to ‘‘Stay
Fire Smart’” continues to be a priority for
all firefighters: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the work of firefighters in edu-
cating and protecting the communities of
this Nation; and

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Fire
Prevention Week.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 42—PROVIDING FOR THE
ACCEPTANCE OF A STATUE OF
HELEN KELLER, PRESENTED BY
THE PEOPLE OF ALABAMA

Mr. SESSIONS (for himself and Mr.
SHELBY) submitted the following con-
current resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. CON. RES. 42

Whereas Helen Keller was born in
Tuscumbia, Alabama on June 27, 1880, and at
the age of 19 months lost her sight and hear-
ing as a result of meningitis;

Whereas Helen was liberated from the
““‘double dungeon of darkness and silence’ by
her teacher, Anne Sullivan, when she discov-
ered language and communication at the
water pump when she was 7 years old;

Whereas Helen enrolled in Radcliffe Col-
lege in 1900 and graduated cum laude in 1904
to become the first deaf and blind college
graduate;

Whereas Helen’s life served as a model for
all people with disabilities in America and
worldwide;

Whereas Helen became recognized as one of
Alabama’s and America’s best known figures
and became ‘‘America’s Goodwill Ambas-
sador to the World”’;

Whereas Helen pioneered the concept of
‘“‘talking books” for the blind;

Whereas LIFE Magazine hailed Helen as
““one of the 100 most important Americans of
the 20th Century—a national treasure’’; and

Whereas Helen’s presence in the Capitol
will become an even greater inspiration for
people with disabilities worldwide: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That—

SECTION 1. ACCEPTANCE OF HELEN KELLER,
FROM THE PEOPLE OF ALABAMA,
FOR PLACEMENT IN THE CAPITOL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The statue of Helen Kel-
ler, furnished by the people of Alabama for
placement in the Capitol, in accordance with
section 1814 of the Revised Statutes of the
United States (2 U.S.C. 2131), is accepted in
the name of the United States, and the
thanks of Congress are tendered to the peo-
ple of Alabama for providing this commemo-
ration of one of Alabama’s most eminent
personages.

(b) PRESENTATION CEREMONY.—The State of
Alabama is authorized to use the Rotunda of
the Capitol on October 7, 2009, for a presen-
tation ceremony for the statue. The Archi-
tect of the Capitol and the Capitol Police
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