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the age of 16. Becoming the first member in
his family to graduate both high school and
college, Morris obtained his Bachelors Degree
in History from the City College of New York
and graduated with a commission as Second
Lieutenant of the ROTC.

In 1936, Morris met and married Vera Roth-
man, with whom he celebrated his seventy-
second wedding anniversary in 2008 before
her passing. Morris and Vera lived in Astoria,
Queens, in a one-bedroom apartment. They
not only raised their three children—Sheldon,
Benjamin and Roselyn—there, but Morris also
operated his tax practice from the apartment
on the weekends. In 1954, the family moved
to a three-bedroom single-family home in
Flushing, Queens.

To support his family, Morris worked in ex-
cess of sixty hours per week, holding at min-
imum three jobs at any given time. For over
40 years he served as an Investigator/Inspec-
tor for the New York State Department of Agri-
culture, spearheading many investigations of
major consequence in the Jewish and secular
communities throughout New York State.

Through out his life, Morris has always
strongly identified with his Jewish heritage. A
strong believer in “giving back” to the commu-
nity, he played a vital role in creating and
maintaining the Queensborough Hill Jewish
Center, a house of worship and education for
his community. He served as a member of the
Executive Board and Board of Trustees, in-
cluding President and Treasurer, at the Syna-
gogue. He also served as the long-term Finan-
cial Secretary and then President of the
Hrubishower Sick & Benevolent Society; and
was a member of the Queensborough Hill
Synagogues Men’s Club.

After suffering a hip injury in 2002, Morris
and his wife moved to an independent living
facility in Huntington Terrace, NY, where he
currently resides. A member of the South Hun-
tington Jewish Center in Melville, he serves as
President of the “Residents Board” at Hun-
tington Terrace/Brandywine Senior Living.

Morris will be celebrating his 100th birthday
with his children, Sheldon, Benjamin and his
wife Judy Sharmat, Roselyn and her husband
Edward Rudofsky; with his grandchildren and
their spouses, Lee Rudotksy, Gayle Rudofsky,
Steven Fein, Leonard Fein, Dr. Samual
Sharmat, Soraya, Juliana and Alissa; and with
his great grandchildren, Ethan Fein, Jim Fein,
and Sophia Sharmat.

Madam Speaker, | call on all my colleagues
in the House of Representatives to rise and
join me now in extending our congratulations
to Morris Fein on the grand occasion of his
100th birthday.
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Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of Aquilino Zarazta of Car-
mel Valley, California. Aquilino was an extraor-
dinary man whose infectious smile and peace-
ful demeanor comforted all those who came
into contact with him. Aquilino passed away
on September 12, 2009, at age 91, leaving
behind an inspiring success story for many im-
migrant families to emulate.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Aquilino was born on January 4, 1918, in
the small town of Santa Catarina, Guanajuato,
in central Mexico. When Aquilino was quite
young, his mother passed away leaving six
children without their mother. Aquilino was the
eldest sibling and so he became his father
Quintil’s trusted companion in raising the fam-
ily. Aquilino eventually left Santa Catarina to
search for other opportunities in neighboring
towns and cities and years later made his way
to the United States.

In 1945 Aquilino arrived in Chualar, Cali-
fornia, as part of the Bracero or guest worker
program. The work was arduous and stren-
uous but Aquilino was determined to per-
severe and succeed. Aquilino would often
state that he would never return to his home
town in worse shape than when he left; to do
so would be shameful. Later Aquilino would
travel to Jalisco, Mexico, with his friend Angel
De Leodn, the cook from the labor camp. Some
time thereafter Aquilino decided to marry the
cook’s daughter, Ampelia De Leon.

Aquilino and Ampelia had three daughters in
the United States, all of whom graduated from
college. Aquilino instilled in his daughters the
value of a formal education and was extremely
proud to attend their college graduations. One
of his biggest fears was that his daughters
would be relegated to toiling in agricultural
fields or undertaking menial labor to earn a liv-
ing. He taught them that a formal education
was the only path out of the poverty and lim-
ited employment options which many immi-
grant families had endured.

Aquilino could speak little English, yet he
was precise in communicating his thoughts
and feelings. His generous and sincere smile
would always welcome you and make you feel
significant and strong. Aquilino will be remem-
bered for his gentle manner and honesty; his
devotion to his family and friends; and his
keen ability to impart compassion and under-
standing to everyone he met.

Madam Speaker, Aquilino Zarazla has left
a legacy in Monterey County and has inspired
many immigrant fathers and families to seek a
better life for their children. Thanks to Aquilino
we know that the greatest inheritance a child
can receive is a father's sense of values and
compassion for others. | am certain | speak for
the entire House in extending our heartfelt
sympathy to Aquilino’s wife Ampelia and his
daughters Albertina, Blanca and Gladys.

————
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Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, |
rise before you today to honor the life of Lieu-
tenant Colonel Juanita Warman who died hon-
orably serving her country.

Since 2008, LTC Warman has volunteered
with the Maryland National Guard’s reintegra-
tion program, a program designed to help sol-
diers returning from Iraq and Afghanistan with
a variety of issues. She served a year over-
seas at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in
Germany, the Army facility where those in-
jured in Afghanistan and Iraq are treated be-
fore being sent stateside for further medical
care. She regularly volunteered for round-trip

E2789

flights to Iraq to care for soldiers being sent to
Landstuhl. Warman was preparing for deploy-
ment to Iraq at the time of her death.

A graduate of the University of Pittsburgh,
Warman was a certified psychiatric nurse
practitioner whose military career spanned
more than two decades in active duty and
Army reserves. Prior to her exceptional work
with the Maryland National Guard, LTC
Warman had a civilian practice at University of
Pittsburgh Medical Center. She was an expert
in post-traumatic stress disorder and traumatic
brain injury. Warman also worked at a Vet-
erans Administration facility in Perryville, Mary-
land.

| commend LTC Warman for her extraor-
dinary commitment to both our country and
her fellow service members. She touched the
lives of many due to her outstanding sense of
volunteerism, unwavering bravery, and dedica-
tion to making a difference.

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor the life of Lieutenant Colonel
Juanita Warman. The distinguished service
Lieutenant Colonel Warman has shown to our
country will forever reverberate in our memo-
ries. It gives me great pride to honor one of
our nation’s fallen heroes.

———
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to honor 15-year-old Michael
Brewer of Deerfield Beach, Florida, whose
courage and strength defy the atrocious attack
he has endured. Michael sustained burns to
over 65 percent of his body after a group of
schoolmates set him on fire in an act of cruel
revenge. On October 12, 2009, neighborhood
bullies Matthew Bent, 15; brothers Denver and
Jeremy Jarvis, 15 and 13 respectively; Steven
Shelton, 15; and Jesus Mendez, 15; sur-
rounded Michael in the parking lot of Limetree
Village Apartments, poured rubbing alcohol on
him, and set him on fire with a lighter. Led by
Bent, the bullies sought him out and terrorized
him for not paying back $40 borrowed to buy
a video game. Michael had called the police
the night before the encounter when Bent at-
tempted to steal a $500 custom bike from Mi-
chael’s father at their home.

| am truly shocked and outraged by this hei-
nous crime. Michael still remains in critical
condition at the University of Miami-Jackson
Memorial Hospital Burn Center and will have
to endure a long and painful recovery process.
A 7th grader at Deerfield Beach Middle
School, he has since received hundreds of
cards and letters of support from fellow class-
mates and well-wishers from around the world.
My thoughts and prayers go out to Michael,
his family, and friends during this most difficult
time. It is heartening to hear that Michael's
first surgery went well and that his doctors are
cautiously optimistic about his recovery.

In addition, | want to commend the South
Florida community for coming together to raise
money in order to help the Brewer family pay
for Michael’s medical expenses. During these
difficult economic times, these Floridians have
shown their true colors by extending a helping
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