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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. SPEIER).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 8, 2009.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JACKIE
SPEIER to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2009, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 256 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes, but in no event
shall debate continue beyond 9:50 a.m.

A GREEN LIGHT FOR THE REAU-
THORIZATION OF THE SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
this is one of those rare occasions
where Congress can put everything to-
gether for a holiday gift for Americans.
People in this city and across the coun-
try are obsessed with the concern to
create jobs. It is appropriate and im-
perative that we do so. All the objec-
tive evidence suggested that the eco-
nomic recovery package made a huge
difference, but not enough.
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As my friend and colleague Mr.
DEFAZIO, from the Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee, has docu-
mented, the economic recovery pack-
age had only 4 percent of its funds dedi-
cated for infrastructure, but it created
25 percent of the jobs. Mr. OBERSTAR,
and Subcommittee Chair DEFAZIO,
have been working for 3 years on the
reauthorization of the biggest infra-
structure package that we will look
at—the Surface Transportation Act.
The evidence is that they are, literally,
just weeks away from the opportunity
to bring this legislation to the floor.

At the same time, we see the con-
sensus building, at least on the Demo-
cratic side of the aisle and with the ad-
ministration, that it is time to revisit
efforts to revitalize the economy, that
the original economic recovery pack-
age simply wasn’t big enough consid-
ering the problems that we were facing.
There is an opportunity to take unused
TARP money, part of the hundreds of
billions of dollars that was set aside, to
help the financial sector recover after
it brought our economy to, literally,
the brink of collapse.

Well, we’'ve seen at least that area
stabilize. Some of the money is being
repaid, and the balance is not likely to
be needed for an economic emergency
like we saw last year. So we should be
able to take a significant portion of
that unused TARP money and, rather
than sending it to Wall Street, sending
it instead to Main Street, perhaps to
your street to be able to front-load the
reauthorization of the Surface Trans-
portation Act to be able to have 6-year
funding certainty.

This is a very important opportunity
that we should not lose because, at a
time when we are concerned about defi-
cits in the Federal budget, there is a
yawning deficit in the highway trust
fund which simply is not going to be
able to meet the current needs of
America’s highways and transit
projects, let alone its future. At the
same time, there is an opportunity for
us to improve the Federal balance
sheet. There is support for the concepts
of having user fees that are available
to be able to shore up those trust funds
that fund infrastructure.

For instance, the administration has
placed in its budget the reimposition of
the Superfund tax—a tax on the pol-
luters who created these toxic prob-
lems all across America, a tax that ex-
pired years ago. The previous folks who
ran this place would not allow us even
to consider its reenactment. Well, it’s
in the President’s budget, which is one
example of where a simple action—hav-
ing polluters pay—will be able to have
the economic activity of cleaning up
Superfund sites while we are shoring
up the Federal budget.

Madam Speaker, if we move forward
with the reauthorization of the Trans-
portation Act, if we deal with water in-
frastructure, if we beef up our eco-
nomic recovery efforts, and reenact a
Superfund tax, we will have an oppor-
tunity to invest in America’s future
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and to put millions of Americans back
to work. Unlike other areas of expendi-
ture, this is truly an investment in
America’s future, which will generate
other economic activities and will help
the long-term fiscal health of our Na-
tion while we strengthen our families
and our communities.

I hope there is a green light for floor
time for the Transportation bill. I hope
there is a commitment to front-load
the Transportation bill with TARP
money and that we can get a Transpor-
tation bill passed next month and on
its way to the Senate so we can put
America back to work.

———

PUT AMERICA BACK TO WORK
AND REBUILD AMERICA’S DE-
CREPIT INFRASTRUCTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, the
President brought the jobs summit to a
very unfortunate and, unfortunately,
ill-informed close in his summary
statement.

The President is skeptical about
shovel-ready projects. He said the term
‘“‘shovel-ready.” Let’s be honest. It
doesn’t always live up to its billing.
Well, if he is talking about other than
infrastructure, he is right.

The Department of Energy managed
to commit a tiny fraction of the money
in the stimulus bill, and that which
they have committed has created thou-
sands of jobs. Yeah. Unfortunately,
they are jobs in China of making wind-
mills that will be shipped to the United
States of America. Not exactly what
we had in mind.

Maybe it’s the tax cuts all across
America. People every week are grate-
ful for their tax cuts. No. Actually,
they don’t know that they get a minus-
cule reduction in their withholdings,
and that’s what is supposed to rebuild
our economy. There was seven times as
much money for tax cuts as there was
for transportation infrastructure.

Now let’s examine the President’s
statement a little further. I think he is
very, very ill-advised by a prejudiced
group of economic advisers who, for
some reason, were frightened by infra-
structure at a young age, perhaps.
Whatever the reason, they hate it—
plain and simple—because the fact is,
as the previous gentleman said, 4 per-
cent of the funding, that which was
spent and is already committed and is
underway in infrastructure, has cre-
ated 25 percent of the jobs. All of that
money will be spent out by next sum-
mer. There are hundreds of billions of
dollars in other programs that aren’t
being spent out so well, but the shovel-
ready transportation infrastructure
projects are going forward.

We had a report last week. There is
$49 billion more in bridge and highway
projects. We have 160,000 bridges that
need reconstruction across America.
That’s steel. That’s concrete. That’s
construction jobs. That’s engineering
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work. There is no long lead time. There
is no lengthy environmental review.
We are replacing or rebuilding things
that are already in place. In addition
to that, there are many other road and
highway projects of great merit. That
can be committed within 120 days—$49
billion. It could take place next con-
struction season—$16 billion in inter-
modal, port and other access issues.

Then perhaps this will get the atten-
tion out at the White House: $20 billion
in transit. We are killing people on our
transit systems because of the out-
moded, decrepit infrastructure we
have. There is an $80 billion backlog.
When you begin to fill that backlog,
what you can do within a day in some
places, like the Chicago Transit Au-
thority, which spent a quarter of $1 bil-
lion in 30 days, which is all the money
they got—they spent it in 30 days be-
cause they have a decrepit system.
They ordered things that create a huge
multiplier effect and jobs across the
economy—transit vehicles, buses. Then
people who make parts for buses have
jobs. We have ‘‘buy America’ provi-
sions so the jobs aren’t going to China
like the DOE grants are. These are the
kinds of investments we need to be
making. These things work.

Now, why won’t his advisers wake up
and tell him the truth?

Most of the jobs, the real jobs—the
private-sector jobs—that were created
by this last so-called ‘‘stimulus,” were
in transportation infrastructure. The
money has been successfully spent and
obligated. We can give him those sta-
tistics. I defy them to go to any other
part of that bill other than the money
that kept teachers working and other
things that helped the States or the
tax cuts where the money has spent
out at such a rapid rate.

So it’s time to reorient the thinking
down there on the economic team at
the White House. If we want to put
America back to work next year, we
need to dedicate more funds for re-
building our decrepit infrastructure
across this country. Get the huge mul-
tiplier effect we get with that. We have
a total of close to $80 billion of projects
ready to go in 120 days. These aren’t
just your resurfacing things like we
saw last year. These are major
projects—bridge replacements and
major work on transit systems—that
are ready to go, that are shovel-ready
to go. No lie there.

I hope some of his advisers are listen-
ing, that they’ll look at the facts and
will send the President a corrective
memo on these issues.

—————

HEALTH CARE REFORM IN
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. YARMUTH) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker,
this weekend, my Senator and con-
stituent, Minority Leader MITCH
MCCONNELL, made a statement on the
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floor of the Senate that was, quite hon-
estly, pretty remarkable. It was spe-
cial, not because it was passionately
delivered or because it was well-con-
structed, but because it so perfectly il-
luminated just how disconnected from
reality the Senate’s opponents of
health care reform are.

Of the legislation pending in Con-
gress, the minority leader said, ‘I am
sure there are people in Kentucky who
are for it. I have not met one.”

Not one? Needless to say, this Ken-
tuckian, for one, found the statement
difficult to swallow, but that’s beside
the point.

The point is that my senior Senator
made the claim despite poll after poll
showing that the majority of the
American people are for it, including
not one but more than 1 million Ken-
tuckians. The minority leader has read
the same polls I have. I would venture
to say that he has heard from many of
the same thousands of Louisvillians
from whom I've gotten calls, letters, e-
mails, faxes, and visits. Everywhere 1
go in Louisville—from the VA hospital
to community cookouts to the aisles of
Kroger—I hear from people with valid
perspectives on both sides of the issues,
and we were elected to listen to all of
them.

Yet my fellow Louisville resident
proudly took the floor of the United
States Senate this weekend and
bragged that he was ignoring his con-
stituents, half of them at least. He de-
nied them as though a desire for reform
is some sort of a preexisting condition
that entitles him to abdicate his re-
sponsibilities to us.

Senator, you don’t have to take my
word for it, and I won’t ask you to go
searching through all of your old mail.
If you’re listening, I'd like to take this
opportunity to introduce you to a few
of your constituents and mine—yes,
your fellow Kentuckians. Then maybe
the next time you exert your consider-
able power to stop something that you
know is of vital importance to many of
your constituents, you will take time
to consider their views as well.

Elizabeth of Louisville wrote, “I am
a single mother with two children. I
am offered health insurance through
my employer, but due to the high cost
of this insurance, I do not always have
enough money to go to the doctor when
I need to. Health insurance companies
have had at least two decades to get it
together and fix the system they have
in place, but they have chosen not to.
Please do not place the citizens of this
country at the mercy of some of the
wealthiest companies in this country.”

Bobby of Okolona wrote, ‘“‘As a vet-
eran and recently unemployed worker,
I want to thank you for taking a stand
on health care reform. I lost my job
and insurance coverage in May of 2008.
Do we need health care reform? You
bet.”

Mary of Louisville wrote, ‘I am ask-
ing you to support health care reform.
We need a public option plan. My
brother is a 59-year-old diabetic, and is
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unable to get health care coverage. He
is excluded from any plan.”

Alvin of East End wrote, ‘‘Please do
not let health care reform fail. I am a
Registered Nurse. I've worked as a case
manager at a local hospital. I have
seen private insurance deny patients
acute rehab after a stroke; whereas,
with Medicare, we could have seen
them.”

Elizabeth of the East End wrote, ‘I
am behind health care reform 100 per-
cent. I am worried about our young
adult children and how they can afford
it. I have a child who had cancer. I've
told her she needs to have a job that
provides health insurance when she
graduates. The insurance companies
need to provide for those who need it
most, not just the ones who are
healthy.”
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Gregg of Louisville wrote, “Today I
received my annual premium increase.
My new premium has increased 32 per-
cent. This has followed 18 to 25 percent
increases in the last 3 years.”

Andrea of Shively wrote, ‘‘Please
vote for the health care bill. I am a
heart attack survivor, and I am pray-
ing that I can stay with my company
to keep my insurance. I will never be
able to leave this company now that I
have a preexisting condition.”

Sandra of Prospect wrote, “I am to-
tally behind President Obama’s health
care reform. I have insurance now, but
was not allowed to have it for 4 years
due to a preexisting condition. I lived
in utter terror the entire time, fearing
I would lose my house if I became
sick.”

Phyllis of the Highlands wrote, ‘I
think we need health care for more
people. For years, I struggled as a sin-
gle parent to pay for health insurance
for my five children, and it frequently
cost me more than 30 percent of my in-
come—in addition to copays.”’

Christian of Crescent Hill wrote, ‘I
know what it is like not to have this
basic human right, and I know how
much better the quality of my life is
now that I do not have to worry about
it. I believe that it is shameful that we
are the only developed country in the
world without a public health system,
and I would like to voice my support of
the President’s plan.

Finally, Matthew G., a 10-year-old
boy from Louisville wrote, ‘“My par-
ents spend $50,000 per year for my
brother’s autism, and I think it’s a na-
tional crisis. It’s just not fair, and this
is a fair country, and everybody, no
matter who they are, including my
brother, Eric, should be treated equal-
ly.”

Senator MCCONNELL, these are your
constituents, yours and mine, and they
are Americans. They are deserving of
your attention and not your scorn.
Please come with me to Louisville, and
I will introduce you to more of the peo-
ple who support health care reform for
America.

H13553

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 10
a.m. today.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 17 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.

——
O 1000

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. BALDWIN) at 10 a.m.

—————

PRAYER

Rev. Richard Hynes, Office of Evan-
gelism, Archdiocese of Chicago, Chi-
cago, Illinois, offered the following
prayer:

Lord God, on this date, Catholics
honor Jesus’ mother, her own concep-
tion, especially today at the Shrine of
the Immaculate Conception in Wash-
ington, which is dedicated in her honor
as our patroness of the United States
of America.

God of peace and justice, 68 years ago
today, from this Chamber, President
Franklin Roosevelt asked Congress for
the permission to respond to terror in-
flicted on our country in Pearl Harbor
the previous day.

Sadly, Lord God, terror continues
today. Individuals, groups of individ-
uals, and even some nation-states
imagine terror, prepare for terror, and
conspire for terror. However, the neces-
sity to protect innocent people, the
right of communities to live in peace,
the expectation that people can live
with differences and in harmony re-
main deep desires for Americans and
for many others of goodwill.

Guide our Nation with right judg-
ment and courage. Encourage all who
labor for an end to terror. We shall
never cease seeking Your inspiration in
our endeavors to imagine peace and to
work for justice.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SESTAK) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Mr. SESTAK led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

EXTENDED COBRA CONTINUATION
PROTECTION ACT

(Mr. SESTAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to ask the House to quickly pass
the Extended COBRA Continuation
Protection Act to ensure health cov-
erage for millions of Americans who,
through no fault of their own, have lost
their jobs and now, because Wall Street
gambled with their savings, cannot af-
ford the COBRA premiums to Kkeep
their health care from their former em-
ployer.

So, in the economic stimulus bill we
provided 65 percent of the cost of those
premiums, but those benefits are now
running out for those who were laid off
first. I ask this House to quickly pass
the bill to extend those COBRA pre-
mium subsidies for 6 months.

Take a woman in my district. She
pays $5635 for her 35 percent share of the
premiums. It will go over $1,500 very
soon if we do not act. And she has a
preexisting condition and must keep on
her health care plan.

Hundreds have contacted my office
regarding this, and I ask this House to
quickly help. As we come out of this
savage recession, it’s not just economic
security, but it’s health security we
must address.

———————

CO, IS NOW A POLLUTANT

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, yesterday was
a historic day. It will be a day which
lives in economic infamy. The EPA ad-
ministrator yesterday unsheathed the
dagger at the heart of our economy
when she announced an endangerment
finding. Yes, CO, is now a pollutant.
That means everyone in this Chamber,
anyone who out there might be hearing
us, you are now polluters. With every
breath you take you emit CO,.

This was never, ever, conceived by
Congress when it passed the Clean Air
Act. We now have a situation in which
administrators are going to effectively
control the entire economy and the
way in which we live and the way in
which we breathe. This is not the idea
of freedom. This is, in fact, not an
endangerment finding about clean air.
This is an endangerment finding about
our freedom.

Our freedom took a vicious blow yes-
terday, and we, as representatives of
our people, must act.
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ARE WE FIGHTING OR FUNDING
THE TALIBAN?

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, U.S.
contractors are paying U.S. tax dollars
to the Taliban in order to protect the
delivery of U.S. shipments of U.S.
goods to U.S. soldiers so that our sol-
diers can fight against the Taliban.

In an investigative expose, The Na-
tion magazine reveals ‘“how U.S. funds
the Taliban,” and ‘‘with Pentagon
cash, contractors bribe insurgents not
to attack supply lines for U.S. troops.”
Another quote from the investigation:
“The real secret to trucking in Afghan-
istan is ensuring security on the per-
ilous roads controlled by warlords,
tribal militias, insurgents, and Taliban
commanders.”” The American executive
I spoke to was fairly specific about it:
“The Army is basically paying the
Taliban not to shoot at them,” and
then the Taliban uses that money to
shoot at our troops. What a racket.

Are we in Afghanistan to fight or to
fund the Taliban or both?

NETWORKS IGNORE CLIMATEGATE
SCANDAL

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, ABC, CBS, and NBC are the winners
of this week’s Media Fairness Caucus’
highly uncoveted ‘‘Lap Dog Award” for
the most glaring example of media
bias. The networks took 2 weeks to de-
vote any coverage to the Climategate
scandal on their evening news pro-
grams.

We now know that prominent sci-
entists were so determined to advance
the idea of human-made global warm-
ing that they worked together to hide
contradictory temperature data. But
for 2 weeks, none of the networks gave
the scandal any coverage on their
evening news programs, and when they
finally did cover it, their reporting was
largely slanted in favor of global warm-
ing alarmists.

The networks have shown a steady
pattern of bias on climate change. Dur-
ing a 6-month period, four out of five
network news reports failed to ac-
knowledge any dissenting views about
global warming, according to a Busi-
ness and Media Institute study.

The networks should tell Americans
the truth, rather than hide the facts.

———

FINANCIAL REGULATORY REFORM

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, last fall
our economy began a tailspin into the
worst economic crisis since the Great
Depression. For years, greed and irre-
sponsibility was allowed to run wild.
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Now, we find ourselves beginning to
climb out of this hole.

This week, we will consider a com-
prehensive financial package that is
loud and clear: No more, and I state, no
more, no more will we allow financial
institutions to engage in abusive be-
havior with other people’s money. No
more will we allow corporate execu-
tives to receive cash bonuses for failed
investments. No more will we let con-
sumer protection take a back seat to
the bottom line of Bank of America or
Citibank. The age of taxpayer funded
bailouts is over.

Last fall, Americans lost faith in this
country’s ability to regulate corporate
greed. This week, we have a chance to
deliver reform Americans demand. We
cannot let them down.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

——————

SERVICE ACADEMY APPLICATIONS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Madam Speaker, all too
often we come to this floor to talk
about problems in the country. Today,
however, I want to mention some good
news about the future of America and
the next generation of patriotic men
and women.

In my district this year, applications
to the military service academies in-
creased by 30 percent. Today’s youth,
more than ever, are looking to serve
this country. And our academies are
among the finest universities in the
world.

While it may seem counterintuitive
that a nation at war would see in-
creased interest in military service, I
think that we have remarkable young
people who value the sacrifices made
by previous generations. They know
the value of freedom and liberty and
are willing to defend these precious
gifts. They’re willing to serve a cause
greater than themselves.

We just celebrated Thanksgiving, and
I believe we need to be thankful for
men and women who are eager to wear
the uniform and become leaders in our
military services.

WE'RE NOT DOING ENOUGH

(Mr. TEAGUE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TEAGUE. Madam Speaker, Con-
gressional Quarterly recently reported
that more American military personnel
have taken their own lives in 2009 than
have been Kkilled in either the Afghani-
stan or Iraq wars this year, with 334
members of the military service com-
mitting suicide. This staggering num-
ber means one thing. We’re not doing
enough.

We’re not doing enough to provide
adequate mental health care for our re-
turning servicemembers. The National
Defense Authorization Act of 2009 was
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recently signed into law with a provi-
sion that I championed that requires
mental health screening for all service-
members returning from combat. This
is the single most effective thing we
can do to identify cases of mental ill-
ness, reduce the stigma of mental ill-
ness, and ensure our brave men and
women in uniform receive the treat-
ment they need and deserve for mental
illness. However, we don’t have enough
mental health professionals to carry
out these screenings.

I ask my colleagues to join me in in-
creasing mental health funding and
making sure the Defense Department
and VA hire the mental health profes-
sionals they need to keep our service-
members well.

———
CAP-AND-TRADE

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam
Speaker, I rise to express my concerns
about the rush of some of my col-
leagues that they seem to be in to
enact cap-and-trade legislation. We are
seeing serious doubts on the validity of
the science which is driving this flawed
policy. In fact, the EPA has formally
declared greenhouse gas emissions as
dangerous pollutants, an action which
could prove costly to America’s farms,
ranches, and small businesses.

At a time of double-digit unemploy-
ment, the last thing our country needs
is a jobs-killing tax regime imposed on
our family-run small businesses and
agriculture producers. Agriculture is
an energy-intensive industry, relying
on fuel for the truck, fertilizer for the
crops, and generators to keep heaters
on during the winter.

This national energy tax is the wrong
way to go, and it’s based on flawed
science.

——————

HONORING THE LIVES OF THE
FOUR LAKEWOOD CITY POLICE
OFFICERS KILLED ON NOVEM-
BER 30, 2009

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, today
in Tacoma, Washington, the State of
Washington will honor and memori-
alize the service and lives of four Lake-
wood City police officers who were
slain while on duty on November 30
this year.

Sergeant Mark Renninger, Officer
Ronald Owens, Officer Tina Griswold,
and Officer Gregory Richards were
killed while in the line of duty. And
today, in the Tacoma Dome, thousands
of Washingtonians will embrace them
in their arms and in their hearts and to
show respect for their loss.

But I just want to note that it is the
Nation that appropriately honors and
memorializes these four officers, and
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the reason is that they are symbols of
the service of police and sheriff’s offi-
cers all over this country who are out
on dark roads, who are working in dark
cities, who are doing the hard detective
work it takes to keep us safe. And I
hope we will thank the next officer we
see for their service.

And I just want to tell these families
how I feel. I lost my cousin, a sheriff’s
deputy, Mark Brown, in 1999 while in
the line of duty. My prayers and heart
goes out to these families, and I hope
all my colleagues will join me in that
regard.
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THE FINANCIAL SECURITY OF THE
UNITED STATES

(Mrs. SCHMIDT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, as I
was getting ready to come here this
morning, I was listening to the tele-
vision and something was said that
really caused me to not just pause but
really question what some folks are
doing with this country.

Moody’s Investment Service has
sounded an alarm. It is said that if we
do not stop our spending, we will lose
our AAA rating. We’re in jeopardy of
losing our AAA rating in the next 3 to
4 years.

This week we’re going to debate an
omnibus budget bill that will spend al-
most a half-trillion dollars—that’s a
half-trillion dollars more to the deficit
we already have. Moody’s has warned
us we can’t sustain the spending, and
this is going to cost us our triple-A rat-
ing.

Madam Speaker, I question what
some folks want to do. We need to
pause before we spend the taxpayer dol-
lars. We need to make sure that we do
not ruin the financial security of our
Nation.

———

CONGRATULATING CENTRAL ARI-
ZONA COLLEGE’S CROSS-COUN-
TRY TEAM

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona.
Madam Speaker, I rise to honor the ac-
complishments of Central Arizona Col-
lege’s women’s cross-country team.

On November 14, the Vaqueras earned
their second National Junior College
Athletic Association Championship in 5
yvears. The squad had four runners in
the top 12 at the Championship meet,
with last year’s national title winner,
Rose Tanui, placing second. The team
has shown an unwavering commitment
to excellence. They have been prac-
ticing six mornings a week starting at
5:59 a.m. since the start of the school
yvear, and now all their hard work and
lost sleep has paid off. Winning the
title was a perfect sendoff for Coach
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Mike Gray, the NJCAA coach of the
year who is retiring after leading the
Vaqueras for over a decade.

I would like to congratulate Coach
Gray and the entire team on this amaz-
ing end to their tremendous season.

————

“LET WALL STREET PAY FOR THE
RESTORATION OF MAIN STREET”
ACT

(Ms. HIRONO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HIRONO. Madam Speaker, out-
of-control financial speculation on
Wall Street contributed to the deep
economic hole we’re in today. Tax-
payers have paid the price, risking
around $3 trillion to stabilize the finan-
cial system. Astonishingly, the top
three bailed-out firms are reportedly
on track to pay $30 billion in bonuses
to top executives this year. In the
meantime, furloughs, unemployment,
and foreclosure are weighing on Amer-
ican families. Limited access to lend-
ing is still a problem for many small
businesses.

It’s time for us to institute a modest
transaction tax on trades of stocks, op-
tions, and swaps. Even a small tax of a
quarter percent on these securities
could raise up to $150 billion a year.
Part of this revenue should be used to
invest in our Nation’s infrastructure,
creating jobs and putting Americans
back to work again.

I ask my colleagues to support the
“Let Wall Street Pay for the Restora-
tion of Main Street Act.” Wall Street
needs to be part of the solution, not an
ongoing part of the problem.

———

USING BAILOUT FUNDS AS A
SLUSH FUND VIOLATES THE LAW

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Last year I opposed the
Wall Street bailout because I thought
it was just wrong to take $700 billion in
bad decisions on Wall Street and trans-
fer that debt burden to Main Street
and future generations of Americans.

But while I believe the action taken
by Congress a year ago was wrong, the
TARP legislation actually rightly de-
manded that any money not used to
purchase toxic assets in the bill be used
to pay down the national debt. The leg-
islation specifically says that any left-
over TARP money goes to deficit re-
duction.

That’s why I have to tell you, Madam
Speaker, I was astonished when I heard
Speaker NANCY PELOSI last week sug-
gest that her source to pay for a new
so-called stimulus bill would be left-
over TARP funding. And if press re-
ports are true, the President of the
United States will address the Brook-
ings Institution this morning and sug-
gest the same.

Let me be clear on this point. To use
money from the TARP fund in the
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manner that is being discussed by the
White House and congressional Demo-
crats would be a violation of the law,
and it would betray the trust of the
American people.

It seems the Democrats’ policy on
spending is, If we got it, spend it—no
matter where it comes from.

———

WALL STREET REFORM AND
CONSUMER PROTECTIONS ACT

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of the Wall
Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act. This historic legislation will
strengthen our financial regulatory
system and better protect consumers
from abuse by the lending and credit
industries. Most importantly, this his-
toric legislation ends ‘‘too big to fail”
and government bailouts.

Never again will taxpayer dollars be
used to bail out Wall Street and their
overpaid executives. Large financial in-
stitutions like AIG or Lehman Broth-
ers at risk of collapse will be dissolved
in an orderly and controlled process,
and this process will be paid for by the
shareholders, by creditors, and the as-
sets of failed companies—not by the
taxpayers.

For years, Wall Street has reaped the
spoils of success with no penalties for
failure. This bill will end this injustice
and force Wall Street to accept respon-
sibility for its failings.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

———————

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES
ON H.R. 3288, TRANSPORTATION,
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2010

Mr. OLVER. Madam Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1 of rule XXII and by di-
rection of the Committee on Appro-
priations, I move to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 3288)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing
and Urban Development, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2010, and for other purposes,
with a Senate amendment thereto, dis-
agree to the Senate amendment, and
agree to the conference asked by the
Senate.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, 1
have a motion at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the motion.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Latham moves that the managers on
the part of the House at the conference on
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on
the Senate amendment to the bill H.R. 3288
be instructed as follows:

(1) To disagree to any proposition in viola-
tion of clause 9 of Rule XXII which:

The
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(a) Includes matter not committed to the
conference committee by either House;

(b) Modifies specific matter committed to
conference by either or both Houses beyond
the scope of the specific matter as com-
mitted to the conference committee.

(2) That they shall not record their ap-
proval of the final conference agreement (as
such term is used in clause 12(a)(4) of rule
XXII of the Rules of the House of Represent-
atives) unless the text of such agreement has
been available to the managers in an elec-
tronic, searchable, and downloadable form
for at least 72 hours prior to the time de-
scribed in such clause.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XXII, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. LATHAM) and
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. OLVER) each will control 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa.

Mr. LATHAM. 1 yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, this is a very basic
motion to instruct on what could be a
very complicated bill. This motion
simply instructs the conferees to re-
strain from adding any extraneous ma-
terials—like other appropriation bills
and any other issues outside the provi-
sions included in either the House- or
Senate-passed Transportation HUD
bill, or THUD bill. This motion also
provides any conference report will be
available for no less than 72 hours be-
fore the conference report will be
brought up for final passage in the
House.

Madam Speaker, the THUD bill, like
every appropriations bill this year, was
slammed through the House in July
under an unprecedented closed and re-
strictive rule, all in the name of com-
pleting these bills in ‘“‘regular order.”

The Senate, even with all of its
scheduling issues, managed to pass a
regular THUD bill in an open process
with amendments—and I might add by
September 17.

This THUD bill should have been con-
sidered and passed by early October at
the latest. Instead, here we are now in
December.

According to the plan as presented to
me, Chairman OBEY is planning on
lumping five other bills with the THUD
bill to create an omnibus. Three of
those bills—Financial Services, For-
eign Operations, and the Labor H
bills—weren’t even considered on the
Senate floor. Two of the other bills—
the Military Construction-VA and the
Commerce, Justice, Science bills—have
passed both the House and the Senate,
and there is no reason these bills
shouldn’t have their own free-standing
conferences. In fact, the Commerce,
Justice, Science bill was supposed to go
to conference on November 17, but that
conference got yanked due to some
cold feet on the part of the majority at
the prospect of having their Members
have to vote on Guantanamo Bay pol-
icy.

By voting for this motion to instruct,
you are voting for regular order proc-
ess on these bills. We should be able to
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vote on veterans issues separate from
the D.C. issues, the foreign aid issues,
and all of the other issues we don’t
want stacked together. There are other
things like railroad issues, immigra-
tion issues. They should all be done
separately.

Further, this motion to instruct pro-
vides that the House will make avail-
able the full text of the conference re-
port to the conferees at least 72 hours
prior to consideration. There are bil-
lions of dollars at stake and a lot of
policy to digest. It’s our responsibility
that we, as elected Representatives
representing our districts, know what
we’re voting on. Further, I believe this
motion is not inconsistent with Speak-
er PELOSI’s policy.

I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote on the simple mo-
tion to instruct.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. OLVER. Madam Speaker, the
motion that we have before us is essen-
tially the same motion that we had
earlier back in September, September
23, when the Legislative branch appro-
priations bill was brought to the floor
and we were considering doing a con-
tinuing resolution for a period of time,
which ended up leading to a second
continuing resolution at the point that
the first one had run out.

The only difference from that motion
is that this one now calls for 72 hours
rather than 48 hours, thereby making
the time constraint a more difficult
one given the circumstances that we
are in and given the time at which we
are supposed to have another con-
tinuing resolution run out.
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So that’s a very small point, because
at 48 hours, it would be easier to deal
with. Madam Speaker, in a perfect
world, we would have 72 hours to fur-
ther review this bill. However, we can-
not guarantee that for the reason that
the current CR expires on the 18th and
the bills that have been mentioned by
the gentleman from Iowa fund critical
programs.

The Departments that are funded in
these bills cannot wait much longer for
the funds, and we want to get the bills
enacted for the entire year. It’s already
December 8. And we need to get these
bills done. Plus, we all know that we
need to have plenty of time for our col-
leagues on the Senate side to act.

Now, Madam Speaker, I would just
like to point out that in recent years,
in 2005—and all of these, of course,
were while the present minority was in
the majority, and so they were in con-
trol of the procedures that were being
followed—in 2005, the omnibus at that
time included Agriculture, Commerce,
Energy-Water, Foreign Operations, In-
terior, Labor-HHS-Education, the Leg
Branch, Transportation, Treasury, VA-
HUD and Foreign Operations and that
year happened to be the vehicle being
used to bring that process to a conclu-
sion.

So the number of bills that were in-
volved in that process were nine plus
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the vehicle, 10 of the 12 bills. In that
instance, the Agriculture bill had never
been considered in the Senate; the
Commerce, Justice and State bills had
never been considered in the Senate. In
fact, that was before—that was Justice
and Judiciary at that point, it was a
more complicated bill. Energy-Water
never were considered in the Senate,
Interior had never been considered in
the Senate, Labor-HHS had never been
considered in the Senate, Leg Branch
had never appointed conferees, Trans-
portation and Treasury had never been
considered in the Senate, and the VA-
HUD bill was never considered in either
body.

Yet all of those bills were in that
continuing resolution. And so this has
been done in the past. That was the
omnibus bill that finished up our work
for the fiscal year 2005 budget.

Going back a year, we considered an
appropriations bill to finish up the fis-
cal year 2004 sequence that included
Agriculture, Commerce, State, Justice,
District of Columbia, Foreign Oper-
ations, Labor-Health-Education, Trans-
portation, Treasury and VA-HUD; and
Agriculture was the vehicle. And CJS
was never considered in the Senate.
D.C. had not appointed conferees. The
Foreign Operations bill had appointed
conferees, but never reported a con-
ference report. A report had never been
agreed to. Labor-HHS, the conferees
had been appointed, but then the con-
ference, the conferees discharged from
their appointment and brought it back
to the full committee. And so VA-HUD
never had appointed conferees. And so
it goes.

The conferees in these instances in-
cluded a series of Members from the
majority side, from the variety of the
committees in each case. At that time,
Mr. YOUNG of Florida was the chairman
of the Appropriations Committee. And
I could go on here. In 2003, the consoli-
dated appropriations resolution that
completed the 2003 budgetary events
included Agriculture, Commerce, Dis-
trict of Columbia, those were still part
of it, except it was still a separate sub-
committee, Energy-Water Develop-
ment, Foreign Operations, Interior,
Labor-HHS, Legislative Branch, Trans-
portation, Treasury and Postal Service
were now getting back at least two dif-
ferent reorganizations of the jurisdic-
tions of the Appropriations Committee,
all during the period that the present
minority making the motion was in
control and moved very quickly on the
actions.

In that year, 2003, every one of the
bills that I have mentioned had never
been considered in one or the other
branch. Several of them had not been
considered in the House, and several of
them had not been considered in the
Senate. Well, I'm wrong actually. In
the House, Leg Branch had never ap-
pointed conferees, but it had been con-
sidered and the bill had been passed.
But in the others, the others had never
been considered in either House, in one
of the two branches at least.
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So it is a time-honored process. When
one gets here, we have known we’ve
had now for 3 months since the end of
the fiscal year, almost 3 months since
the end of the fiscal year, and all of
these bills have been put forward in
conference in continuing resolutions,
and the final continuing resolution
ends on the 18 of December, 10 days
away. The bill that we have before us is
the Transportation, Treasury bill.

My ranking member, Mr. LATHAM, 1
want to express my strong appreciation
for all the work that he has done on
the legislation thus far that is the car-
rying legislation here. And he has men-
tioned that there are several bills that
are being added, and I'm not going to
exactly repeat those because they are
already now a part of the RECORD, and
they do not complete our—there is one
left. There is a Defense bill that is left.

So we are in a time constraint. We
need to move. We have a situation that
we understand quite well if I were to go
through and list the dates on which the
Senate acted finally on several of these
bills, they have been passed in the Sen-
ate in the case of Commerce at least
and Veterans Affairs and Military Con-
struction, but they weren’t passed in
the Senate until well after the end of
the fiscal year 2009. All of our bills
have been passed through the House by
the end of fiscal year 2009. So we were
ready to move forward with individual
bills at a much earlier stage.

As I have already stated, we cannot
guarantee 72 hours. It would be nice in
a perfect world to be able to do that.
But we must get this legislation done,
or we are putting enormous pressures
on the executive Departments of this
government and on our own procedures
as we move forward toward the appro-
priations process for fiscal year 2011,
which comes quickly on the tail of get-
ting finished with the needs that we
have for finishing fiscal year 2010.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, while
I appreciate the chairman reciting his-
tory, also you should look at fiscal
year 2006 when every bill was passed in-
dividually, signed into law in regular
order with an open, free process. And
so I think that is a model that we
should all be looking for, and hopefully
that would be the case. And there’s no
reason to put all of these bills to-
gether. And certainly there’s no reason
that we shouldn’t have enough time to
look at—it’s about a half a trillion dol-
lars of spending—to have 72 hours to fi-
nally look at the bill.

Again, Madam Speaker, there really
is no controversy here. This is a simple
motion to instruct, directing the com-
mittee to, number one, keep the THUD
bill clean and within its scope of the
conference, and, number two, to allow
the conference agreement to be avail-
able to conferees 72 hours in advance of
final passage.

I ask for a ‘‘yes’ vote.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. OLVER. Madam Speaker, I would
just like to reiterate that the bill that
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we are considering bringing to con-
ference this morning is the Transpor-
tation, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and related agencies bill.

I want to thank, again, my ranking
member. This is his first year that Mr.
LATHAM has been the ranking member,
and I have enjoyed greatly the commu-
nications that we have had, sporadic as
they have been. We work kind of in fits
and starts because there has been a lot
of waiting in the process to get to
where we are today.

But I want to thank him in par-
ticular for the cooperation and the
work that he and his staff have done.
And I would name the minority clerk,
Dena Baron, and on the minority side
David Gibbons and Allison Peters and
Janine Scianna. And on our side, I
want to give the strongest praise to our
staff and to our clerk and that staff
with Kate Hallahan, who has given me
a list that doesn’t even have her name
on it. She is so modest here. David
Napoliello, Kate Hallahan, Laura Hogs-
head, Alex Gillen, Sylvia Garcia who
is, in this lengthened process, a re-
placement in the middle of the process
of bringing out this legislation for a
previous staff member who has now
gone on to greener pastures.

And with that, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LATHAM. I want to express my
appreciation to the chairman for his
patience. This has been a difficult proc-
ess. As he mentioned, we start and
stop, start and stop and back and forth;
but it has been a real pleasure for me
in my first year on this subcommittee
to work with the chairman. And while
we don’t always agree on everything,
we always have a very, very open dia-
logue. And 1 appreciate that very
much.

Again, Madam Speaker, this really is
very simple. With all the money that
we are spending in this bill that we are
pulling together a bunch of extraneous
bills that have nothing to do with
Transportation and HUD, the idea that
we should just limit the conference to
this bill, there are other avenues for
doing the other bills. And certainly
when you are spending this much
money, there is no doubt that people
should have a chance, at least 72 hours,
to look at this bill in advance of pas-
sage.

I would ask for a ‘‘yes’ vote.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate having expired, without ob-
jection, the previous question is or-
dered.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to instruct.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

REQUESTING REPORT ON ANTI-
AMERICAN INCITEMENT TO VIO-
LENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2278) to direct the President to
transmit to Congress a report on anti-
American incitement to violence in the
Middle East, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2278

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ANTI-AMERICAN INCITEMENT TO VIO-
LENCE IN THE MIDDLE EAST.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the
lowing:

(1) Freedom of the press and freedom of ex-
pression are the foundations of free and pros-
perous societies worldwide, and with the
freedom of the press and freedom of expres-
sion comes the responsibility to repudiate
purveyors of incitement to violence.

(2) For years, certain media outlets in the
Middle East, particularly those associated
with terrorist groups, have repeatedly pub-
lished or broadcast incitements to violence
against the United States and Americans.

(3) Television channels that broadcast in-
citement to violence against Americans, the
United States, and others have demonstrated
the ability to shift their operations to dif-
ferent countries and their transmissions to
different satellite providers in order to con-
tinue broadcasting and to evade account-
ability.

(4) Television channels such as al-Manar,
al-Aqgsa, al-Zawra, and others that broadcast
incitement to violence against the United
States and Americans aid Foreign Terrorist
Organizations in the key functions of re-
cruitment, fundraising, and propaganda.

(b) STATEMENT OF PoLIcY.—It shall be the
policy of the United States to—

(1) designate as Specially Designated Glob-
al Terrorists satellite providers that know-
ingly and willingly contract with entities
designated as Specially Designated Global
Terrorists under Executive Order 13224, to
broadcast their channels, or to consider im-
plementing other punitive measures against
satellite providers that transmit al-Agsa TV,
al-Manar TV, al-Rafidayn TV, or any other
terrorist owned and operated station;

(2) consider state-sponsorship of anti-
American incitement to violence when deter-
mining the level of assistance to, and fre-
quency and nature of relations with, all
states; and

(3) urge all governments and private inves-
tors who own shares in satellite companies
or otherwise influence decisions about sat-
ellite transmissions to oppose transmissions
of telecasts by al-Agsa TV, al-Manar TV, al-
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Rafidayn TV, or any other Specially Des-
ignated Global Terrorist owned and operated
stations that openly incite their audiences
to commit acts of terrorism or violence
against the United States and its citizens.

(¢) REPORT.—

(1) REQUIREMENT FOR REPORTS.—Beginning
6 months after the date of the enactment of
this Act and annually thereafter, the Presi-
dent shall transmit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on anti-
American incitement to violence in the Mid-
dle East.

(2) CONTENT.—The reports required under
paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) a country-by-country list and descrip-
tion of media outlets that engage in anti-
American incitement to violence; and

(B) a list of satellite companies that carry
mediums described in subparagraph (A) or
designated under Executive Order 13224.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ANTI-AMERICAN INCITEMENT TO VIO-
LENCE.—The term ‘‘anti-American incite-
ment to violence’” means the act of per-
suading, encouraging, instigating, advo-
cating, pressuring, or threatening so as to
cause another to commit a violent act
against any person, agent, instrumentality,
or official of, is affiliated with, or is serving
as a representative of the United States.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means the Committee on For-
eign Affairs of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate.

(3) MIDDLE EAST.—The term ‘‘Middle East”’
means Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, Iraq,
Israel, the West Bank and Gaza Strip, Jor-
dan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Tunisia,
the United Arab Emirates, and Yemen.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosTA) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. COSTA. I yield myself as much
time as I may consume as I rise in
strong support of this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I want to commend
my friend from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS)
for introducing this piece of legislation
as well as my friend and colleague from
New York, JOE CROWLEY, for his leader-
ship on this issue.

This is an important matter. The
Obama administration has brought a
new, more positive tone to American
foreign policy in the Middle East. Yet,
despite the President’s desire to seek a
new beginning between the TUnited
States and Muslims around the world,
there still lies fanatical anti-American
and anti-Semitic efforts which con-
tinue to incite people around the world
through broadcasts in the Middle East
by television stations for those Muslim
viewers.
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Without a doubt, freedom of the press
and freedom of expression are the foun-
dations of free and prosperous societies
throughout the world. Yet with this
important freedom comes the great re-
sponsibility to reject and repudiate
that incitement to violence. This reso-
lution attempts to remind us of that
fact.

For years, certain media outlets in
the Middle East, particularly those as-
sociated with terrorist groups, have re-
peatedly published or have broadcast
incitement to violence against the
United States and our allies. Television
stations, such as Hezbollah’s al-Manar,
Hamas’ al-Agsa, the Iraqg-based Al-
Zawra, and others that broadcast in-
citement to violence against the
United States aid foreign terrorist or-
ganizations in their key functions to
recruit, to fund-raise, and to incite fur-
ther propaganda. This must not con-
tinue. Some of these stations are
broadcast throughout the region by
two prominent Arab world satellites—
Egypt’s Nilesat and the Arab League’s
Arabsat—in which both Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait are the leading share-
holders. Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have
relations with our country.

This is unfortunate. This propaganda
threatens long-term U.S. interests in
the region, and it does a great deal of
damage to the prospect of improving
bilateral relations between America
and our allies in the Arab world. In ad-
dition, it undermines the prospects for
Arab-Israeli peace. Make no doubt
about that.

Americans have witnessed the direct
connection between the charged rhet-
oric of the jihadist narrative, as Tom
Friedman called it in his recent col-
umn that many of us have read, and it
incites actual violence. This incite-
ment creates an environment condu-
cive to and accepting of terrorism, ter-
rorism that impacts all of us through-
out the world. As the U.S. and other
nations join in fighting this terrorism,
there must be renewed vigilance
against the purveyors of anti-American
hatred abroad and of the consequences
for inaction, inattention, or state spon-
sorship of this hatred.

This legislation requires the State
Department to submit to Congress an
annual report that details, country by
country, Middle Eastern media outlets
that engage in anti-American incite-
ment to violence and of the satellite
companies that transmit them. They
are the enablers.

It also establishes as U.S. policy that
satellite providers which knowingly
and willingly contract with terrorist
entities can be legally designated as
‘“‘specially designated global terror-
ists,” under Executive Order 13224, for
perpetrating this incitement. In addi-
tion, it calls upon our government to
consider the state sponsorship of anti-
American incitement to violence when
determining the level of assistance to
and the frequency and nature of rela-
tions with Middle Eastern states. We
ought to reflect and make an analysis
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of this effort. This legislation attempts
to do so.

Finally, H.R. 2278 urges all govern-
ments and private investors who are
involved with satellite transmissions
to oppose the broadcasting of telecasts
by any specially designated global ter-
rorist-owned-and-operated stations
which openly incite their audiences to
commit acts of terrorism or acts of vio-
lence against the United States and its
citizens or against citizens throughout
the world.

I know that the terrorist likes of
Hamas and Hezbollah will not soon
abandon their mass media attempts of
promoting hatred and violence, but
there are efforts that we can and
should pursue. It is longtime past for
all state-owned and privately owned
satellite companies, wherever they are
located, to cease transmitting these
ugly messages which encourage the
murder of Americans and our allies.
That is why, Madam Speaker, I strong-
ly support this legislation, and I urge
all of my colleagues to join me in that
support.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I also rise in strong
support of this legislation authored by
my good friend and colleague from
Florida, Congressman GUS BILIRAKIS,
and I am a proud cosponsor of this im-
portant bill.

I thank Mr. BILIRAKIS for his vision,
and I also wish to extend my gratitude
to our colleague from New York, Con-
gressman JOE CROWLEY. They have
been leaders on this important issue.

The bill before us, Madam Speaker, is
a successor to a resolution that was
passed last Congress condemning the
broadcasting of incitement to violence
against Americans and the TUnited
States in media based in the Middle
East and calling for the designation of
al-Agsa TV as a specially designated
global terrorist entity.

As we commemorate the 68th anni-
versary of the United States’ entry
into World War II, we know well the
power that words have for either good
or evil. Before there were factories to
drive the Nazi war machine, there were
hateful and violent words. Before there
were bricks to build concentration
camps, there were ugly, dehumanizing
words. As we have witnessed, such
charged rhetoric invites violent action,
and such incitement creates an envi-
ronment accepting of and conducive to
violent Islamic extremism.

As we too sadly learned on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, purveyors of anti-
American incitement to violence traf-
fic not only in words but in deeds. Ac-
cordingly, this important and critical
legislation before us this morning re-
quires that the President submit a re-
port to Congress on the activities of
media outlets which engage in anti-
American incitement to violence and
on the satellite providers that carry
out these messages of hate.

Furthermore, Mr. BILIRAKIS’ legisla-
tion seeks to document the threat
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posed by the broadcasts of incitement
to violence against Americans and the
United States on television channels
and other media which are accessible
in the United States. It will highlight
how the threat may increase the risk
of radicalization and recruitment of
Americans into extremist organiza-
tions which seek to carry out attacks
against American targets and on Amer-
ican soil.

We cannot allow satellite providers
which traffic in and profit from anti-
American incitement to violence to re-
main in the shadows. We must join
with the majority of those throughout
the Middle East and right here at home
who value pluralism, who value toler-
ance, and, in both word and deed, who
reject the purveyors of anti-American
incitement to violence and their
enablers.

Madam Speaker, I strongly urge my
colleagues to support this critical leg-
islation. I thank the author of this im-
portant bill, my colleague from Florida
(Mr. BILIRAKIS), for its introduction. As
well, I thank our friend from New York
(Mr. CROWLEY).

With that, Madam Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to my
friend from Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS).

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in support of H.R. 2278.

I want to thank the gentleman from
California, of course my good friend
from Florida, and also the gentleman
from New York (Mr. CROWLEY).

My legislation will direct the Presi-
dent to transmit to Congress a report
on anti-American incitement to vio-
lence in the Middle East. This nefar-
ious activity is escalating in quality
and quantity and is fueled by the rapid
growth of satellite television through-
out the Arab world.

In 2008, al-Manar TV, which is run by
Hezbollah, broadcast over two dozen
video clips of insurgents’ bombings
against U.S. and coalition forces in
Iraq. Further, Iranian state-controlled
TV channels, such as al-Rafidayn, re-
peatedly broadcast calls for ‘‘death to
America.” Al-Agsa TV, an arm of
Hamas, broadcast a puppet show de-
picting an Arab child stabbing the
President of the United States.

Instead of denouncing such incite-
ment, many countries in the region
provide financial, material, and tech-
nological support to the purveyors of
incitement. Al-Manar and al-Agsa,
among others, are transmitted on the
satellite providers Nilesat, which is
controlled by the Egyptian Govern-
ment, and Arabsat, which is controlled
by the Arab League. Given the dangers
such incitement poses to American sol-
diers and civilians in the region and at
home, it is long past time for the U.S.
and other responsible nations to stop
this growing threat. The passage of
H.R. 2278 is therefore critical.

This legislation seeks to designate,
under Executive Order 13224, specially
designated global terrorist satellite
providers which knowingly engage in
contracts with entities already des-
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ignated as specially designated global
terrorists.

This bill would also make it the pol-
icy of the U.S. to urge all governments
and private investors who own shares
in satellite companies to oppose trans-
missions of telecasts by any station
that openly incites its audience to
commit acts of terrorism or violence
against the United States and its citi-
zZens.

This bill requires the President to
transmit a report to Congress that
must include a country-by-country list
and description of media outlets that
engage in anti-American incitement to
violence in the Middle East and a list
of satellite companies which carry such
media.

Most importantly, it must be the pol-
icy of the United States, in crafting its
foreign policy, to consider the state
sponsorship of anti-American incite-
ment to violence when determining the
level of assistance to and frequency in
nature of relations with regional
states.

Finally, Madam Speaker, the broad-
cast of incitement to violence against
Americans in our country on television
channels and on other media that are
accessible in the U.S. may increase the
risk of the radicalization and recruit-
ment of individuals into foreign ter-
rorist organizations that seek to carry
out acts of violence against American
targets on American soil. This is a con-
cerning trend that must be halted.

Madam Speaker, I urge the passage
of this very important measure, which
I hope will improve our national secu-
rity and the safety of our soldiers and
citizens overseas.

Again, I thank the gentleman from
California and the gentlewoman from
Florida. I appreciate it very much.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to turn the man-
agement of this measure and of the
other remaining items to my friend,
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise
in strong support of this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. With that,
Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
CosTA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2278, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————
0 1100

WESTERN HEMISPHERE DRUG
POLICY COMMISSION ACT OF 2009

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2134) to establish the Western
Hemisphere Drug Policy Commission,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2134

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Western
Hemisphere Drug Policy Commission Act of
2009°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) According to the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration’s
(SAMHSA) National Survey on Drug Use and
Health, in 2008 in the United States, there
were an estimated 25,768,000 users of mari-
juana, 5,255,000 users of cocaine, 850,000 users
of methamphetamine, and 453,000 users of
heroin.

(2) Nearly 100 percent of the United States
cocaine supply originates in the Andean
countries of Bolivia, Colombia, and Peru and
over 90 percent of the United States heroin
supply originates in Colombia and Mexico.

(3) In those countries, the cultivation, pro-
duction and trafficking of cocaine and heroin
generate violence, instability and corrup-
tion.

(4) In the transit countries of Central
America, Mexico, Venezuela, Ecuador, Haiti,
and other Caribbean countries, drug traf-
ficking is central to the growing strength of
organized criminals to threaten local and na-
tional law enforcement, political institu-
tions, citizen security, rule of law, and
United States security and interests.

(5) Drug-related violence is on the rise in
Mexico and along the United States-Mexico
border. 5,661 people died in Mexico in 2008
alone as a result of drug-related violence.
This is more than double the 2007 total of
2,773.

(6) According to the Department of State’s
June 2009 Trafficking in Persons report, or-
ganized criminal networks in Mexico also
“traffic Mexican women and girls into the
United States for commercial sexual exploi-
tation’.

(7) Extremist groups and their supporters
in the Western Hemisphere, including the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC) and Hezbollah, often use drug traf-
ficking to finance terrorist activities.

(8) From 1980-2008, United States counter-
narcotics assistance from the State and De-
fense Departments to Latin America and the
Caribbean totaled about $11,300,000,000.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF WESTERN HEMI-
SPHERE DRUG POLICY COMMISSION.

There is established an independent com-
mission to be known as the ‘“Western Hemi-
sphere Drug Policy Commission’ (in this Act
referred to as the ‘‘Commission’’).

SEC. 4. PURPOSE.

The Commission shall review and evaluate

United States policy regarding illicit drug
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supply reduction and interdiction, with par-
ticular emphasis on international drug poli-
cies and programs directed toward the coun-
tries of the Western Hemisphere, along with
foreign and domestic demand reduction poli-
cies and programs. The Commission shall
identify policy and program options to im-
prove existing international and domestic
counternarcotics policy.

SEC. 5. DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION.

(a) REVIEW OF ILLICIT DRUG SUPPLY REDUC-
TION AND DEMAND REDUCTION POLICIES.—The
Commission shall conduct a comprehensive
review of United States policy regarding il-
licit drug supply reduction, interdiction, and
demand reduction policies and shall, at a
minimum, address the following topics:

(1) An assessment of United States inter-
national illicit drug control policies in the
Western Hemisphere.

(2) An assessment of drug interdiction ef-
forts, crop eradication programs, and the
promotion of economic development alter-
natives to illicit drugs.

(3) The impact of the Andean Counterdrug
Initiative (ACI), the Merida Initiative, the
Caribbean Basin Security Initiative, and
other programs in curbing drug production,
drug trafficking, and drug-related violence
in the Western Hemisphere.

(4) An assessment of how to better deploy
and employ available technology to target
major drug cartels.

(5) An assessment of efforts to curb the
trafficking of chemical precursors for illicit
drugs.

(6) An assessment of how the United States
drug certification process serves United
States interests with respect to United
States international illicit drug control poli-
cies.

(7) An assessment of the nature and extent
of the United States population’s demand for
illicit drugs.

(8) An assessment of United States drug
prevention and treatment programs, includ-
ing anti-drug coalitions, drug courts, and
programs aimed at preventing recidivism.

(9) An assessment of the extent to which
the consumption of illicit drugs in the
United States is driven by individuals ad-
dicted to or abusive of illicit drugs, and the
most effective experiences in the United
States and throughout the world in treating
those individuals and reducing the damage
to themselves and to society.

(10) Recommendations on how best to im-
prove United States policies aimed at reduc-
ing the supply of and demand for illicit
drugs.

(11) Assessing the value of supporting rel-
evant government entities and nongovern-
mental institutions in other countries of the
Western Hemisphere in promoting the reduc-
tion of supply of and demand for illicit
drugs.

(12) An assessment of whether the proper
indicators of success are being used in
United States illicit drug control policy.

(b) COORDINATION WITH GOVERNMENTS,
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, AND NON-
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (NGOS) IN THE
WESTERN HEMISPHERE.—In conducting the
review required under subsection (a), the
Commission shall consult with——

(1) government, academic, and nongovern-
mental leaders, as well as leaders from inter-
national organizations, from throughout the
United States, Latin America, and the Carib-
bean; and

(2) the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control

Commission (CICAD) to examine what
changes would increase its effectiveness.
(¢) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 12 months
after the first meeting of the Commission,
the Commission shall submit to the Com-
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mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate, the Committee
on the Judiciary of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate, the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on
Armed Services of the Senate, the Secretary
of State, the Secretary of Defense, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, the
Attorney General, and the Director of the
Office of National Drug Control Policy
(ONDCP) a report that contains a detailed
statement of the recommendations, findings,
and conclusions of the Commission, includ-
ing summaries of the input and recommenda-
tions of the leaders and organizations with
which is consulted under subsection (b).

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The report re-
quired under this subsection shall be made
available to the public.

SEC. 6. MEMBERSHIP.

(a) NUMBER AND APPOINTMENT.—The Com-
mission shall be composed of ten members,
to be appointed as follows:

(1) The majority leader and minority lead-
er of the Senate shall each appoint two mem-
bers.

(2) The Speaker and the minority leader of
the House of Representatives shall each ap-
point two members.

(3) The President shall appoint two mem-
bers.

(b) APPOINTMENTS.—The Commission may
not include Members of Congress or other
currently elected Federal, State, or local
government officials.

(c) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENT.—Each member
shall be appointed for the life of the Commis-
sion. Any vacancies shall not affect the
power and duties of the Commission, but
shall be filled in the same manner as the
original appointment.

(d) DATE.—Members of the Commission
shall be appointed not later than 30 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(e) INITIAL MEETING AND SELECTION OF
CHAIRPERSON.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall hold an initial meeting to
develop and implement a schedule for com-
pletion of the review and report required
under section 5. At the initial meeting, the
Commission shall select a Chairperson from
among its members.

(f) QUORUM.—Six members of the Commis-
sion shall constitute a quorum.

(g) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—Members shall re-
ceive travel expenses, including per diem in
lieu of subsistence, in accordance with sec-
tions 5702 and 5703 of title 5, United States
Code, while away from their homes or reg-
ular places of business in performance of
services for the Commaission.

SEC. 7. POWERS.

(a) MEETINGS.—The Commission shall meet
at the call of the Chairperson or a majority
of its members.

(b) HEARINGS.—The Commission may hold
such hearings and undertake such other ac-
tivities as the Commission determines nec-
essary to carry out its duties.

(¢) OTHER RESOURCES.—The Commission
shall have reasonable access to documents,
statistical data, and other such information
the Commission determines necessary to
carry out its duties from the Library of Con-
gress, the Office of National Drug Control
Policy, the Department of State, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, the De-
partment of Justice, the Drug Enforcement
Administration, the Department of Defense
(including the United States Southern Com-
mand), and other agencies of the executive
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and legislative branches of the Federal Gov-
ernment. The Chairperson of the Commission
shall make requests for such access in writ-
ing when necessary. The General Services
Administration (GSA) shall make office
space available for day-to-day Commission
activities and for scheduled Commission
meetings. Upon request, the Administrator
of General Services shall provide, on a reim-
bursable basis, such administrative support
as the Commission requests to fulfill its du-
ties.

(d) AUTHORITY TO USE THE UNITED STATES
MAILS.—The Commission may use the United
States mails in the same manner and under
the same conditions as other departments
and agencies of the United States.

(e) AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT.—Subject to
the Federal Property and Administrative
Services Act of 1949, the Commission is au-
thorized to enter into contracts with Federal
and State agencies, private firms, institu-
tions, and individuals for the conduct of ac-
tivities necessary to the discharge of its du-
ties and responsibilities. A contract, lease,
or other legal agreement entered into by the
Commission may not extend beyond the date
of termination of the Commission.

SEC. 8. STAFF.

(a) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.—The Commission
shall have a staff headed by an Executive Di-
rector. The Executive Director and such staff
as is needed shall be paid at a rate not more
than the rate of pay for level IV of the Exec-
utive Schedule.

(b) STAFF APPOINTMENT.—With the ap-
proval of the Commission, the Executive Di-
rector may appoint such personnel as the Ex-
ecutive Director determines to be appro-
priate. The Commission may appoint and fix
the compensation of such other personnel as
may be necessary to enable the Commission
to carry out its duties, without regard to the
provisions of title 5, United States Code, gov-
erning appointments in the competitive
service, and without regard to the provisions
of chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53
of such title relating to classification and
General Schedule pay rates, except that no
rate of pay fixed under this subsection may
exceed the equivalent of that payable to a
person occupying a position at level V of the
Executive Schedule under section 5316 of
such title.

(c) EXPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—With the
approval of the Commission, the Executive
Director may procure temporary and inter-
mittent services under section 3109(b) of title
5, United States Code.

(d) DETAIL OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.—
Upon the request of the Commission, the
head of any Federal agency may detail, with-
out reimbursement, any of the personnel of
such agency to the Commission to assist in
carrying out the duties of the Commission.
Any such detail shall not interrupt or other-
wise affect the civil service status or privi-
leges of the personnel.

SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to
be appropriated $2,000,000 to carry out this
Act.

(b) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts appropriated
pursuant to subsection (a) shall remain
available, without fiscal year limitation,
until expended.

SEC. 10. SUNSET.

The Western Hemisphere Drug Policy Com-
mission shall terminate 60 days after the
submission to Congress of its report under
section 5(c).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise
in strong support of H.R. 2134, a bill
that I authored to establish a Western
Hemisphere Drug Policy Commission.

I thank Foreign Affairs Chairman
HOWARD BERMAN and Ranking Member
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN for their support
of this bill.

I am particularly grateful to CONNIE
MACK, the ranking member of the
Western Hemisphere Subcommittee,
which I chair, for being my lead Repub-
lican cosponsor of this bill.

Madam Speaker, billions of U.S. tax-
payer dollars have been spent over the
years to fight the drug trade in Latin
America and the Caribbean. In spite of
our efforts, drug use in the United
States has increased.

According to the Brookings Institu-
tion, since the peak of the heroin and
cocaine epidemics of the mid-1980s,
consumption rates for these narcotics
have remained more or less stable. At
the same time, amphetamine use has
spread.

As Members of Congress, we owe it to
our constituents to do a better job
combating the drug trade and taking
illegal drugs off of our cities’ streets. I
believe that we are long past due in re-
examining our counternarcotics efforts
here at home and throughout the
Americas.

H.R. 2134 will create an independent
commission to evaluate U.S. drug poli-
cies and programs aimed at reducing il-
licit drug supply in the Americas and
the demand for these drugs here at
home. This commission will assess all
aspects of the illegal drug trade, in-
cluding prevention and treatment pro-
grams in the United States.

The Western Hemisphere Drug Policy
Commission will be required to submit
recommendations on future U.S. drug
policy to Congress and various Cabinet
secretaries, including the Secretary of
State, the Secretary of Defense, the
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices, and the Attorney General.

To tackle our Nation’s horrific drug
problem once and for all, we must have
a better sense of what works and what
does not work. The citizens of our
great country, who deal every day with
illegal drugs on their streets, and our
partners in the Americas, who have
worked with us in fighting the drug
trade for years, deserve no less.

Madam Speaker, I have long thought
that, as we try to combat the growing
of crops that produce drugs, we also
need to combat the consumption side
here at home, and this report will help
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us to understand what we can do more

effectively. I urge my colleagues to

support this crucial legislation.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, November 5, 2009.

Hon. HOWARD BERMAN,

Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, House

of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR HOWARD. This is to advise you that,
as a result of your having consulted with us
on provisions in H.R. 2134, the Western Hemi-
sphere Drug Policy Commission Act of 2009,
that fall within the rule X jurisdiction of the
Committee on the Judiciary, we are able to
agree to discharging our committee from
further consideration of the bill, in order
that it may proceed without delay to the
House floor for consideration.

The Judiciary Committee takes this action
with the understanding that by forgoing fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 2134 at this time,
we do not waive any jurisdiction over subject
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion, and that our Committee will be appro-
priately consulted and involved as the bill
moves forward, so that we may address any
remaining issues on matters in our jurisdic-
tion. We also reserve the right to seek ap-
pointment of an appropriate number of con-
ferees to any House-Senate conference in-
volving this important legislation, and re-
quest your support if such a request is made.

I would appreciate your including this let-
ter in your committee report, or in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of
the bill on the House floor. Thank you for
your attention to our requests, and for the
cooperative relationship between our two
committees.

Sincerely,
JOHN CONYERS, Jr.,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, November 20, 2009.
Hon. JOHN CONYERS, JT.,
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 2134, the ‘‘Western
Hemisphere Drug Policy Commission Act of
2009.”

I appreciate your willingness to work coop-
eratively on this legislation. I recognize that
the bill contains provisions that fall within
the jurisdiction of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. I acknowledge that your Committee
will not formally consider the bill and agree
that the inaction of your Committee with re-
spect to the bill does not waive any future
jurisdictional claim over the matters con-
tained in the bill which fall within the Com-
mittee’s Rule X jurisdiction.

Further, as to any House-Senate con-
ference on the bill, I understand that your
Committee reserves the right to seek the ap-
pointment of conferees for consideration of
portions of the bill that are within the Com-
mittee’s jurisdiction, and I agree to support
a request by the Committee with respect to
serving as conferees on the bill, consistent
with the Speaker’s practice in this regard.

I will ensure that our exchange of letters is
included in the Congressional Record, and I
look forward to working with you on this
important legislation.

Sincerely,
HOWARD L. BERMAN,
Chairman.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE,

Washington, DC, October 28, 2009.
Hon. HOWARD BERMAN,
Chairman, House Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN BERMAN: I am writing to
confirm our understanding regarding H.R.
2134, the ‘“Western Hemisphere Drug Policy
Commission Act of 2009.” As you know, this
bill was referred to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, which has jurisdictional
interest in provisions of the bill.

In light of the interest in moving this bill
forward promptly, I do not intend to exercise
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce by conducting further pro-
ceedings on H.R. 2134. I do this, however,
only with the understanding that foregoing
further consideration of H.R. 2134 at this
time will not be construed as prejudicing
this Committee’s jurisdictional interests and
prerogatives on the subject matter contained
in this or similar legislation. In addition, we
reserve the right to seek appointment of an
appropriate number of conferees to any
House-Senate conference involving this leg-
islation.

I would appreciate your including this let-
ter in the Congressional Record during con-
sideration of the bill on the House floor.
Thank you for your cooperation on this mat-
ter.

Sincerely,
HENRY A. WAXMAN,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, November 2, 2009.
Hon. HENRY A. WAXMAN,
Chairman, Committee on Energy & Commerce,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your
letter regarding H.R. 2134, the ‘‘Western
Hemisphere Drug Policy Commission Act of
2009.”

I appreciate your willingness to work coop-
eratively on this legislation. I recognize that
the bill contains provisions that fall within
the jurisdiction of the Committee on Energy
and Commerce. I acknowledge that your
Committee will not formally consider the
bill and agree that the inaction of your Com-
mittee with respect to the bill does not
waive any future jurisdictional claim over
the matters contained in the bill which fall
within the Committee’s Rule X jurisdiction.

Further, as to any House-Senate con-
ference on the bill, I understand that your
Committee reserves the right to seek the ap-
pointment of conferees for consideration of
portions of the bill that are within the Com-
mittee’s jurisdiction, and I agree to support
a request by the Committee with respect to
serving as conferees on the bill, consistent
with the Speaker’s practice in this regard.

I will ensure that our exchange of letters is
included in the Congressional Record, and I
look forward to working with you on this
important legislation.

Sincerely,
HOWARD L. BERMAN,
Chairman.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, the United States
has been involved in multilateral inter-
national drug control efforts for nearly
a century.

Over the years, our agencies have
used a wide array of tools to counter
the drug trade in our hemisphere, rang-
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ing from multilateral cooperation and
foreign assistance restrictions, to crop
eradication, alternative development,
interdiction, and institutional capacity
building. Here within our own hemi-
sphere the U.S. remains a major sup-
porter and participant of the Inter-
American Drug Abuse Control Commis-
sion.

Regionally and bilaterally the U.S.
has also worked closely with respon-
sible partners on counternarcotics ef-
forts through important programs such
as the Merida Initiative, the Andean
Counterdrug Initiative, Plan Colombia,
and the upcoming Caribbean Basin Se-
curity Initiative. Through these pro-
grams and others, at least eight U.S.
agencies are involved in implementing
U.S. international counternarcotics ac-
tivities.

The Western Hemisphere Drug Policy
Commission, created by this bill, H.R.
2134, will be responsible for assessing
the promotion of economic develop-
ment alternatives to illicit drugs, how
to better employ technology to target
major drug cartels, U.S. drug preven-
tion and treatment programs, and the
value of working with other govern-
ments and NGOs to promote the reduc-
tion of supply and demand for illicit
drugs.

After this 1-year review, the commis-
sion will complete its mandate by pro-
viding a report to Congress that pro-
vides an assessment of overall U.S.
international illicit drug control poli-
cies in our Western Hemisphere and
recommendations on how to best im-
prove these policies. It is critical that
the appropriate measures be taken to
ensure that U.S. drug policy, both here
at home and abroad, is responsible and
is effective.

Already we have seen tremendous re-
sults from some of our efforts. For ex-
ample, in the last 2 years, the price of
cocaine in the United States has in-
creased nearly 80 percent while its pu-
rity has decreased nearly 30 percent.
Drugs not only poison our children and
our communities, but drugs fund and
sustain many of the violent criminal
groups and extremist organizations
lurking in our hemisphere.

Within the last year or so, two major
drug rings with ties to Hezbollah have
been caught operating in our Western
Hemisphere. The comfort with which
these criminals traipse around the re-
gion is alarming.

However, with leaders like Hugo Cha-
vez and Daniel Ortega bending over
backwards to let rogue states like Iran
expand its presence in the region, it
really is no surprise that extremist
groups like Hezbollah would also make
their homes here.

We cannot allow the Western Hemi-
sphere to become a staging ground for
extremists. From money laundering to
drug smuggling to arms trafficking, ex-
tremist groups like the FARC and
Hezbollah, the regimes who support
them, and their enablers are putting
the people of the Americas in direct
danger.
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The United States must continue to
work with our democratic allies to
stamp out these threats. I am hopeful
that this commission will help us to do
just that.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, let me
just say that I have listened to every-
thing that my good friend and col-
league from Florida, Congresswoman
ROS-LEHTINEN, said and I concur with
every word that she said.

This is a very important bill. It’s a
very important subject, and I urge my
colleagues to support the bill.

Mrs. BONO MACK. Madam Speaker, | rise
in support of H.R. 2134, the Western Hemi-
sphere Drug Policy Commission Act of 2009.

Tackling substance abuse among all age
groups will take a domestic and international
effort that continually evolves to meet the chal-
lenge. The U.S. Government'’s approach to re-
ducing the supply of and demand for drugs in
the Western Hemisphere is a crucial place to
start. This is the primary reason | strongly sup-
port this legislation. The challenge is one that
not only affects so many families across our
country, but also everything from our law en-
forcement efforts to scientific research, and
diplomatic priorities.

The need to act on all fronts—prevention,
treatment, research, and law enforcement—is
crucial. There’s no silver bullet.

In particular, | have serious concerns with
the trends we are seeing among our youth to-
ward prescription drug abuse. Drugs like
OxyContin are being abused across our coun-
try, with 2,500 kids a day using a prescription
drug to get high for the first time. Just be-
cause it's sitting in the medicine cabinet
doesn’t mean it is safe, and these drugs are
often used as a gateway to street drugs.

The Commission created in the legislation is
necessary, as it will allow us to better find the
solutions to reducing the numbers of those
using these dangerous substances, which are
staggering within our own borders. According
to the National Survey on Drug Use and
Health, in 2008, over 20 million Americans
aged 12 or older were current illicit drug users.

| hope to continue to work with the Foreign
Affairs Committee as well as the Energy and
Commerce Committee to create a foundation
for a domestic and international drug policy
that balances maintaining our vital law en-
forcement efforts with an augmented demand-
side effort toward reducing substance abuse
and addiction.

Finally, | appreciated the time | was able to
take with the Chairman and Ranking Member
along with other dignitaries to raise this issue
at the Summit of the Americas. We'll only
make progress if we are serious about an
international coordinated effort.

Mr. ENGEL’s legislation is a positive step to-
ward addressing this issue, and | look forward
to the bipartisan support of our colleagues
today on H.R. 2134.

Mr. ENGEL, Madam Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2134, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
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rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

ENCOURAGING HUNGARY TO
RESPECT THE RULE OF LAW

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 915) encouraging the
Republic of Hungary to respect the rule
of law, treat foreign investors fairly,
and promote a free and independent
press.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RESs. 915

Whereas, on October 23, 1956, some 100,000
Hungarian citizens began a nation-wide re-
volt against the Communist government of
Hungary and its domination by the Soviet
Union;

Whereas the Hungarian people fought
bravely for freedom, democracy, and human
rights;

Whereas, on March 12, 1999, the Govern-
ment of Hungary, reflecting the will of the
Hungarian people, formally became a mem-
ber of NATO and on May 1, 2005, Hungary be-
came a full member of the European Union;

Whereas the United States has invested
over $9,000,000,000 in Hungary since 1989 and
the United States is the fourth-largest con-
tributor and largest non-European contrib-
utor to foreign investment in Hungary ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of Com-
merce;

Whereas the Hungarian Investment and
Trade Development Agency reports that for-
eign direct investment has been crucial in
boosting Hungary’s economic performance
and remains the driving force behind Hun-
gary’s economic success;

Whereas in 1997, the Hungarian National
Radio and Television Board (ORTT) awarded
licenses for two national radio stations,
which are set to expire on November 19, 2009;

Whereas the two licenses are the only ones
that allow for nationwide coverage by com-
mercial, rather than state, radio-broadcast
services in Hungary;

Whereas one of these licenses was awarded
to a United States company and the other to
a European company, each for a total of 12
years;

Whereas the Financial Times reported on
November 6, 2009, that before the bids for re-
newal of their national licenses were due,
these companies were approached by individ-
uals claiming to represent the Socialist and
Fidesz Parties in Hungary offering to extend
their licenses if the parties received 50 per-
cent of the companies’ equity;

Whereas the Financial Times also reported
on November 6, 2009, that both stations re-
fused this alleged extortion attempt and the
ORTT delegates from Fidesz and the ruling
Socialist party voted to award the licenses
to two politically-connected local bidders in-
stead;

Whereas the Wall Street Journal reported
on November 10, 2009, that Hungary’s Prime
Minister and the Chair of the ORTT have
publicly decried the process by which these
licenses were awarded;

Whereas the Economist reported on No-
vember 7, 2009, that the Chair of the ORTT
resigned in protest and refused to sign the
politically-motivated contracts;

Whereas United States investors are an im-
portant part of the Hungarian economy and
deserve equitable treatment in accordance
with United States and Hungarian laws;
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Whereas unfair treatment of foreign com-
panies will deter investment and hinder eco-
nomic growth in Hungary; and

Whereas respect for the rule of law and a
free and independent press will spur investor
confidence in Hungary: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns the recent action by the Hun-
garian National Radio and Television Board
that awarded the national community radio
licenses;

(2) encourages the Republic of Hungary to
respect the rule of law and treat foreign in-
vestors fairly; and

(3) encourages the Republic of Hungary to
maintain its commitment to a free and inde-
pendent press.

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I
seek to claim time in opposition.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gentlewoman from Florida opposed to
the resolution?

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I do not oppose this resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise
in strong support of this resolution,
and I yield myself as much time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, I thank my good
friend from Indiana (Mr. DONNELLY) for
introducing this important resolution.

Let me just say in 1989 Hungary
joined its Central and Eastern Euro-
pean neighbors in throwing off the
mantle of communist rule. By taking
the brave and unprecedented decision
in that year to open its borders to Aus-
tria and to allow East Germans to
travel freely to the West, Hungary
played a decisive role in bringing about
the end of the Cold War. In the 20 years
since, Hungary has become a member
of NATO, the European Union and a
strong partner of the United States.

Hungary is working side-by-side with
the U.S. in Afghanistan, where it leads
the provincial reconstruction team in
Baghlan Province, and it has been a
partner in conflicts in Iraq and in the
Balkans. We greatly appreciate Hun-
gary’s staunch support in these and
many areas.

However, we have become concerned
about recent reports of possible unfair
treatment of foreign investors in Hun-
gary and possible efforts to inject po-
litically motivated demands into the
commercial process. In particular, we
are concerned by the actions of the
Hungarian National Radio and Tele-
vision Board, ORTT, in deciding not to
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renew the national radio licenses for
two foreign companies, one of which is
American-owned, and to award them
instead to two local bidders.

In 1997, the ORTT awarded to the for-
eign companies the only two licenses
to provide commercial, rather than
state-owned, nationwide broadcast
services. Those licenses expired on No-
vember 19 of this year.

According to widespread media re-
porting, the two foreign companies
have alleged that before their renewal
bids were due, they were approached by
representatives of Hungary’s two lead-
ing political parties, offering to ensure
their licenses would be extended if they
agreed to the representatives’ demands
for a percentage of the company’s eq-
uity and a say in editorial content.

The two foreign companies refused,
and the ORTT awarded the licenses to
the two local bidders instead, who had
submitted tenders that many outside
experts have said are not commercially
viable.

The day following the award, the
chairman of the ORTT resigned in pro-
test, claiming that the two local bid-
ders’ contracts were flawed and eco-
nomically unsound. Numerous com-
mentators have indicated that on the
face of it, the ORTT’s decision clearly
appears to have been politically moti-
vated and have ignored the economic
feasibility of the two local bidders’
tenders.

Madam Speaker, American compa-
nies have invested over $9 billion in
Hungary since 1989. Hungary’s econ-
omy, as with every other country, has
been severely affected by the global
economic downturn. We support U.S.
companies’ investment in Hungary, but
we note that events such as this case
give rise to questions about the fair-
ness and transparency of doing busi-
ness in Hungary.

We welcome the Prime Minister’s
commitment to investigate any com-
plaint relating to foreign investments,
and the decision by the Hungarian Par-
liament’s Constitutional and Justice
Committee to set up a body to examine
the radio license transaction.

Hungary is a close friend and ally of
the United States, and we urge the gov-
ernment to take all necessary steps to
ensure that foreign investors are treat-
ed fairly. I urge all of my colleagues to
support this important resolution.

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to split the time evenly in
favor of the resolution with my col-
league, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN of Florida.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, par-
liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his inquiry.

Mr. KUCINICH. The gentleman asks
for unanimous consent to split the
time between himself and Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN. I have already claimed time
in opposition. What does the Chair rule
on that?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Ohio will control 20 min-
utes in opposition.
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Is there objection to the request of
the gentleman from New York that the
gentlewoman from Florida control 10
minutes of the time in support?

Without objection, the gentlewoman
from Florida will control 10 minutes.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Ohio.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker and
my colleagues, as Chair of the Hun-
garian American Caucus, I want to
bring to the attention of this Congress
the concerns that have been raised
about H. Res. 915, legislation which
‘“‘encourages the Republic of Hungary
to respect the rule of law, treat foreign
investors fairly, and promote a free and
independent press.”’

This legislation issues broad con-
demnation of the Republic of Hungary
without regard to current legal pro-
ceedings that should receive more dis-
cussion. I urge my colleagues to con-
sider the consequence of this legisla-
tion before casting a vote.

It’s already been stated that the
Hungarian Prime Minister has given
statements questioning the award of
the contract, that there is a parliamen-
tary committee looking into it, that
courts are reviewing it, and that, in
fact, there’s a prosecutorial investiga-
tion in the offing.

I have contacted the Hungarian Gov-
ernment, and in response to this con-
gressional inquiry, the Hungarian Gov-
ernment pointed out that the licenses
awarded to two national radio stations
by the Hungarian National Radio and
Television Board are under judicial re-
view before the court: ‘“A criminal pro-
cedure related to the issue was
launched with the prosecutor’s office.”

Now, if this doesn’t indicate a re-
sponsiveness by the government to the
award of the contract, I don’t know
what does. The question then comes,
Why is this even on the floor of the
House as a suspension?

I stand by the right of every Member
of this body to protect the interest of
any business in any district. That’s
what we’re here for. But I think that to
put this resolution before the House for
passage before any committee meet-
ings have been held to review the ac-
tual extent of the Hungarian Govern-
ment’s involvement or lack thereof is
really not consistent with our duties
and due diligence on every piece of leg-
islation.

Now, the Hungarian National Radio
and Television Board awarded 12-year
licenses to two national radio stations
in 1997, to two companies, one based in
the United States and another in Eu-
rope. The licenses expired last month
and are the only licenses that allow for
nationwide coverage by commercial
rather than state-run radio broadcast
services in Hungary. Following a na-
tional bidding process, the licenses
were awarded to two Hungarian compa-
nies. Members across the political
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spectrum in Hungary have raised con-
cerns regarding the manner in which
the licenses were issued, and a U.S.-
based telecommunication company
filed legal proceedings in Hungarian
court.

Now, the legislation accurately
states the importance of foreign invest-
ment and a need for equitable treat-
ment in accordance with the United
States and Hungarian laws. However,
broad condemnation of the Republic of
Hungary, charging the country, or im-
plying, that there’s widespread corrup-
tion without allowing legal processes
to take place is more than problematic.
This dispute should be resolved in Hun-
garian courts, which can render judg-
ment and provide sufficient remedy to
the injured party including, if they
care to, revoke existing licenses, forc-
ing a new round of competitive bidding,
or awarding compensation. I mean,
these are all things that the Republic
of Hungary has the opportunity to do.

But I just want to go back to the leg-
islation itself, which raises questions
about the integrity of the government
itself. And, frankly, I don’t think
that’s appropriate given the scope of
the legislation and the grievances that
Members have about the contract-
awarding procedure.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

The bill before us, House Resolution
915, encourages the Republic of Hun-
gary to respect the rule of law, treat
foreign investors fairly, and promote a
free and independent press.

Since breaking the chains of com-
munist dictatorship and Soviet domi-
nation, Hungary has made significant
progress in implementing democracy
and economic reforms. I congratulate
the Hungarian people and its govern-
ment for these significant steps. It has
also become a full member of the
Trans-Atlantic community, having
joined both the NATO alliance and the
European Union.

In light of how far Hungary has come
in just two decades since the fall of the
Iron Curtain in integrating itself in
Western institutions and embracing
basic freedoms, some recent develop-
ments in that country regarding the
freedom of the press and the rule of law
have raised some concern.

Specifically, political appointees to a
government body that administers
Hungary’s airwaves have reportedly
taken away two radio licenses from
foreign-owned stations, one of them an
American company, and have given the
licenses to local firms that have links
to Hungary’s major political parties.
The chairman of that government body
administering the airwaves has re-
signed as a result, stating that the de-
cision to take the licenses away from
the foreign firms violated the law.

Madam Speaker, the manner in
which this Hungarian Government
body reportedly treated these foreign
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companies also may raise concerns
about Hungary’s full commitment to a
free and independent press. Political
cronyism, corruption, and restriction
on the media are relics of the old com-
munist system and the old parties. The
Hungarian people do not wish to resur-
rect these harmful policies. Not just
foreign investors in Hungary but the
Hungarian people deserve much better.
They have worked too hard. They have
gone through too much to make their
beautiful country, Hungary, a free and
democratic nation.

The sponsors of this measure, Mr.
DONNELLY, Mr. PENCE and Mr. BURTON,
have introduced this resolution which
condemns the recent action by the
Hungarian National Radio and Tele-
vision Board. It encourages the Repub-
lic of Hungary to continue to promote
and respect the rule of law and treat
foreign investors fairly. And, lastly, it
encourages the Republic of Hungary to
maintain its strong and vibrant com-
mitment to a free and independent
press.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I yield
5 minutes to the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. DONNELLY).

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. Madam
Speaker, I rise in support of House Res-
olution 915, a resolution that encour-
ages Hungary to respect the rule of
law, treat foreign investors fairly, and
to promote a free and independent
press.

I appreciate the words of my good
friend from Ohio, but I would just like
to say that this resolution expresses
our concern and condemns the Hun-
garian Radio and Television Board’s
process in granting these licenses. It
does not question the Government of
Hungary’s efforts and it does not ques-
tion our full confidence in their ability
to resolve this matter. We welcome the
government’s steps in moving this for-
ward.

For decades the Hungarian people
fought against communist rule for the
chance at freedom and democracy.
They have been our ally, they joined
NATO in 1999, and the country of Hun-
gary is a good and dear friend of the
United States of America. We must en-
sure that this friendship continues to
maintain in a healthy and engaged way
and that it continues to foster eco-
nomic growth for our countries.

In 1997 the Hungarian National Radio
and Television Board, ORTT, awarded
licenses for two national radio sta-
tions. One of these licenses was award-
ed to an American company, the other
to a European company, each for a
total of 12 years. These terms ended on
November 19 of this year. The Finan-
cial Times reported on November 6
that shortly before these bids of re-
newal for the national licenses were
due that the companies were ap-
proached by individuals claiming to
represent various parties in Hungary.
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They offered to extend these compa-
nies’ licenses if they received 50 per-
cent of the equity. Both companies re-
fused this attempt, and the ORTT
voted to award these licenses to two
connected local bidders instead.

We want to ensure the fullness and
fairness that will be provided by the
Government of Hungary’s review, and
we want to make sure that this resolu-
tion expresses our concern and con-
demns the actions of the ORTT.

U.S. investors are an important part
of the Hungarian economy and deserve
equitable treatment. We have invested
over $9 billion in Hungary since 1989.
The friendship is strong, the friendship
is unbreakable, and we are the fourth
largest contributor to direct foreign in-
vestment in Hungary.

This resolution, as indicated, ex-
presses our concerns and condemns the
ORTT’s actions, and we ask the Gov-
ernment of Hungary to treat foreign
investors fairly and fully respect the
rule of law, as we know they will. I
urge my colleagues to support this res-
olution, to pass House Resolution 915.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I continue to reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, 1 re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, this
resolution encourages the Republic of
Hungary to respect the rule of law.
Now, if you’re encouraging someone to
respect the law, the underlying as-
sumption is that they don’t.

I think that to look at the action of
a single agency and to put a broad
brush on an entire national govern-
ment is really grossly unfair. To imply
that Hungary does not respect the law
is actually an insult to the people of
Hungary, who put their lives on the
line in 1956 fighting to break free of
domination by the Soviet Union, who
put their lives on the line to be able to
establish a democracy and self-deter-
mination.
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Is this what they deserve? Do the
people of Hungary really deserve to be
treated this way? This should have
been handled diplomatically. This
should have been handled at a com-
mittee level before bringing it to the
floor of the House of Representatives.
And with respect to foreign investors,
since the Government of Hungary has
itself launched an investigation into
the award of this contract, doesn’t that
show that they want foreign investors
to be treated fairly? Doesn’t it show
that they respect the rule of law by
going forward to raise the potential of
prosecution of people involved in the
award of this contract? Don’t we al-
ready have what it is that this legisla-
tion supposedly aspires to, evidence of
respect for the law and fair treatment
of foreign investors?

There is no evidence that the Repub-
lic of Hungary has suddenly taken a
tilt towards Soviet-type control of the
press; I hope that no one is seriously
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asserting that. Hungary is a proud and
free society, and we should be very
careful about moving forward with res-
olutions that in any way imply other-
wise, not to say simultaneously, well,
Hungary is a law-abiding nation, and
then say, well, they ought to respect
the law.

So again, I wish that the sponsors of
this legislation, who I deeply respect
and who I know are working very hard
for their constituents and the business
community as well as for all the people
in their districts. I would say take an-
other look at this and maybe send it to
committee so that we could have the
opportunity to have a deeper discus-
sion about the advisability of the legis-
lation, and maybe to tailor it even
more firmly. I mean, I could agree with
questioning the action by the Hun-
garian National Radio and Television
Board—the Hungarian Government is
questioning that action, but to chal-
lenge the entire government’s integrity
when the government has already
taken action to raise questions itself
about the award of a contract, really
we have to ask what we’re doing here.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time
and I thank the gentleman from New
York.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I just want to answer the gentleman
from Ohio, for whom I have profound
respect. And I want to do it by just
reading what this resolution says be-
cause I don’t think it implies what he
thinks it implies.

First of all, at the start of the resolu-
tion we talk about the brave people of
Hungary and how they rose up against
domination, Communist domination,
Soviet domination in 1956, and whereas
the Hungarian people fought bravely
for freedom, democracy and human
rights. And we talk about celebrating
the fact that they have become a mem-
ber of NATO and a member of the Eu-
ropean Union. And at the end the bill
simply says, and let me read it, ‘“‘Re-
solved, that the House of Representa-
tives (1) condemns the recent action by
the Hungarian National Radio and Tel-
evision Board that awarded the na-
tional community radio licenses; (2)
encourages the Republic of Hungary to
respect the rule of law and treat for-
eign investors fairly; and (3) encour-
ages the Republic of Hungary to main-
tain its commitment to a free and inde-
pendent press.” I don’t think that im-
plies anything; I think that it encour-
ages them.

And obviously this resolution is bi-
partisan. It was a company from Indi-
ana that was wronged, and that is why
you have Mr. DONNELLY, Mr. BURTON
and Mr. PENCE from different parties,
but all from Indiana, very concerned
about this as well. So I don’t think this
casts any aspersions on Hungary, its
people, or its government; quite the op-
posite, I think clearly in the resolution
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it celebrates the great partnership and
alliance that we have with Hungary
and all the brave things that the Hun-
garian people did during the past 50
years. I just wanted to point that out.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. KUCINICH. May I inquire as to
how much time I have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Ohio controls 11%2 min-
utes.

Mr. KUCINICH. I question why this
resolution was brought before this
House under suspension. I question why
an effort by the proponents of the leg-
islation wasn’t made to contact the
Hungarian Government and to learn
that their position is in fact that there
is a judicial review and that there is a
criminal procedure related to the issue
that was launched with the prosecu-
tor’s office because that would clearly
indicate action being taken on the part
of the government to look at this par-
ticular contract.

Why is this matter on the floor of the
House of Representatives? Why are we
taking this time to look at something
that is already under review by the
Hungarian Government and doing it in
the context of urging the Hungarian
Government to have respect for law?
That’s what they’re doing, they are
showing respect for law by taking this
forward. Why do they need to be en-
couraged? Everyone here understands
what that means; we’re implying that
they don’t respect the law unless their
judicial response is a certain way. That
is not an appropriate way to proceed
here. And again, it is very difficult
when you have a colleague who you
want to agree with on everything
present a resolution with which you
don’t agree.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the author of this resolu-
tion, the gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY).

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. And I,
too, have the greatest respect and
friendship for my colleague from Ohio,
but I did want to comment that we, in
fact, did meet with the Hungarian Am-
bassador and did meet with him in my
office here at the Capitol. And there is
no implication in any way that Hun-
gary does not respect the rule of law;
in fact, we are very, very proud of the
partnership and friendship that has
been built with Hungary. What we are
trying to do is express our concern
about the conduct of the Hungarian
Radio and Television Board, a concern
we also expressed to the Hungarian
Ambassador. And we are hopeful that
this will be resolved in the near future.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. KUCINICH. As my colleague has
stated, this resolution is intended to
address the actions of the Hungarian
National Radio and Television Board;
they are the ones who awarded the con-
tract. But yet, in the same breath,
we’re asking the Hungarian Govern-
ment to respect the rule of law. Is
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there any other example, other than
the action of a single board, that any
proponent of this legislation can point
to which indicates that the Republic of
Hungary does not respect the rule of
law? Or are we simply talking about
one agency? Because if we’re talking
about one agency, then the resolution
should have been written in a different
way. Because the impact of this resolu-
tion is not going to be just to talk
about the decision of one agency, it is
going to imply, very broadly, that the
Government of Hungary does not re-
spect the rule of law. That passage
should have been struck from this leg-
islation.

I ask my colleague, Mr. ENGEL, if you
look at the second part of the enact-
ment clause, if he would consider strik-
ing that.

I yield to the gentleman from New
York.

Mr. ENGEL. Well, let me say to my
friend that it is not my resolution; it is
Mr. DONNELLY’s resolution. I don’t
think it is appropriate for me to strike
anything.

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. KUCINICH. Parliamentary
quiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state his parliamentary in-
quiry.

Mr. KUCINICH. Is a motion to strike
in order by the manager of the bill, or
would the sponsor of the bill have to
ask for such a motion?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. A mo-
tion to suspend the rules is not amend-
able.

Mr. KUCINICH. So since this legisla-
tion is being offered under suspension,
then no motion to strike would be in
order; is that right?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman is correct. A motion to suspend
the rules is not amendable.

Mr. KUCINICH. Okay. I withdraw my
request for a colloquy with my friend
from New York.

I just think if it was so important to
bring this to the floor, it should have
been tailored quite narrowly to talk
about the Hungarian National Radio
and Television Board and not to take a
broad brush with which we paint the
Government of Hungary.

I reserve the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York has 12 minutes
remaining. The gentleman from Ohio
controls 7 minutes.

The gentleman from New York has
the right to close.

Mr. KUCINICH. I think that in the
time that I had allotted, I had an op-
portunity to present my point here.
And I just hope that when my col-
leagues vote on this later on in the day
that they will consider the diplomatic
implications of voting for this resolu-
tion.

And I will say again, and this is real-
ly a concern that I have that I want to
express to the leaders of the House of
Representatives, we have a lot of bills
that come to this floor under suspen-

in-
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sion that appropriately should be dis-
cussed in committee before they come
to the floor of the House. I think this
is a good example of such a bill. And I
would ask our leadership to please pay
more careful attention to these issues
because this House has very valuable
time, and while we have the freedom of
speech on this floor, the speech gets
very expensive when there are so many
other issues waiting for discussion on
the floor.

I appreciate the opportunity here. I
want to thank my colleague, ILEANA
ROS-LEHTINEN, for what she has ex-
pressed and for the concerns that Mr.
DONNELLY and Mr. ENGEL have ex-
pressed.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I would
just urge my colleagues to support this
bipartisan bill. This really is not a con-
troversial bill. This is really, with all
due respect, a tempest in a teapot. I
think that simply, again, I will read
the first sentence

Mr. KUCINICH. Will the gentleman
yield?

Mr. ENGEL. Let me just finish and I
will be happy to yield. I would read the
first sentence in this resolution, which
says, ‘‘Encouraging the Republic of
Hungary to respect the rule of law,
treat foreign investors fairly, and pro-
mote a free and independent press.” I
don’t think anyone can disagree with
that, not even my friend from Ohio.
And I will now yield to him.

Mr. KUCINICH. With all due respect
to my good friend, Mr. ENGEL, you have
compared this to a tempest in a teapot.
It’s your teapot and it’s your tempest.

Mr. ENGEL. Well, let me say to my
friend, it’s not my tempest and it’s not
my teapot. I wish the gentleman had
come to us earlier before we were hav-
ing the vote scheduled. We did not
know of his objections prior to this de-
bate. And perhaps if he had come to us
a little bit earlier we might have been
willing to accommodate him, but not
knowing about it and being blindsided
by his objection, I think it’s kind of a
little bit difficult to change it.

Mr. KUCINICH. Will the gentleman
yield?

Mr. ENGEL. No,
enough.

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 915, a resolution of the House
of Representatives encouraging the Republic
of Hungary to respect the rule of law, treat for-
eign investors fairly, and promote a free and
independent press.

| would like to thank my Indiana colleagues,
especially Congressmen JOE DONNELLY and
BARON HILL, for their yeoman’s work on this
issue. Chairman HOWARD BERMAN and Rank-
ing Member ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN also were
instrumental in bringing this important resolu-
tion to the floor.

What could and should have been a fair
competition to rebid Hungary’s only two na-
tional, commercial FM radio broadcast li-
censes is now mired in allegations of political
corruption. As nine embassies in Hungary in-
cluding the United States warned in a joint let-
ter last month, we are concerned that such in-

I have yielded
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stances of non-transparent behavior affecting
investors could discourage foreign investment
and hamper economic growth in Hungary.
This concern is underscored by a report com-
missioned by the Public Procurement Council
in Hungary, which recently found that between
70 and 90 percent of all public procurements
in Hungary are tainted by corruption.

The broadcast licenses previously held by
Slager Radio (owned by an Indianapolis-based
company) and Danubius Radio (owned by a
Vienna-based private equity firm) were re-
cently awarded by the Hungarian National
Radio and Television Board (ORTT) to other
bidders despite unrealistic business plans and
irregularities in those bids that | am told
should have disqualified them under Hun-
garian media law. Not only that, but prior to
the ORTT's highly controversial decision,
Slager and Danubius were reportedly ap-
proached by agents of the Fidesz and Social-
ist parties seeking to acquire partial control of
the stations to ensure their licenses would be
renewed. Although the ORTT chairman re-
signed in protest and refused to sign the con-
tracts, the delegates appointed to the ORTT
by the Fidesz and Socialist parties all voted in
favor of the two new stations. A poll of Hun-
garians suggested that six of out ten agreed
that the decision to end the broadcast rights of
Slager Radio and Danubius was “outrageous.”

Slager and Danubius have appealed the
ORTT decision, but litigation could drag on for
years, while their popular broadcasts were
forced off the air on November 18 of this year,
the same day we introduced this resolution. In
addition, the Hungarian parliament voted to in-
vestigate the matter and a prosecutor is look-
ing into whether criminal charges are war-
ranted. | am encouraged by these steps and
it is certainly my hope that the matter will be
expeditiously resolved.

U.S. and other foreign investors deserve eg-
uitable treatment in accordance with Hun-
garian law. It bears mentioning that the United
States is the fourth-largest contributor to for-
eign investment in Hungary and the largest
non-European source of investment. The
United States has invested over nine billion
dollars in Hungary since 1989.

Unfair treatment of foreign companies will
deter investment and hinder economic growth,
while upholding the rule of law and promoting
a free and independent press—as we urge in
this resolution—would instead spur investor
confidence.

In conclusion, we bring this resolution to the
floor of the U.S. House of Representatives
today in solidarity with all Hungarians demand-
ing a through and expeditious investigation
into the highly questionable circumstances
surrounding the awarding of these radio li-
censes and fair competitions in public procure-
ments that will demonstrate Hungary’s com-
mitment to respect the rule of law, treat for-
eign investors fairly and promote a free and
independent press.

Mr. ENGEL. I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 915.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———
0O 1145

EXPRESSING SOLIDARITY WITH EL
SALVADOR

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 213)
expressing the sense of Congress for
and solidarity with the people of El
Salvador as they persevere through the
aftermath of torrential rains which
caused devastating flooding and deadly
mudslides, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RESs. 213

Whereas, on November 9, 2009, parts of El
Salvador were decimated by floods brought
on by Hurricane Ida;

Whereas Hurricane Ida caused the death of
over 190 people in El Salvador, and made
over 14,000 homeless, with both of those num-
bers likely to rise;

Whereas over 1,800 homes have been de-
stroyed by the mudslides;

Whereas the small coffee growing town of
Verapaz, population 7,000, has almost been
completely destroyed;

Whereas reports have stated that up to
10,000 Salvadorians may need emergency food
assistance;

Whereas Hurricane Ida also left about
13,000 people homeless in Nicaragua and dam-
aged about 100 homes in Guatemala;

Whereas neighboring nations of El Sal-
vador have provided relief to the people of El
Salvador;

Whereas the United States, through the
U.S. Agency for International Development
and U.S. Southern Command, has provided
significant emergency relief and assistance
to the people of El Salvador in the wake of
Hurricane Ida; and

Whereas El Salvador has begun the process
of recovering from this natural disaster:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) expresses solidarity with all people af-
fected by Hurricane Ida;

(2) commends the brave efforts of the peo-
ple of El Salvador and Central America as
they recover from Hurricane Ida;

(3) applauds the coordination between the
countries of Central America during the re-
lief effort in providing relief to the people of
El Salvador;

(4) acknowledges the efforts of the govern-
ment of El Salvador to work closely and
promptly with the United States to assist
the affected population;

(5) recognizes the progress made by El Sal-
vador on disaster preparedness capacity and
their efforts to invest in disaster risk reduc-
tion; and

(6) urges the President to continue to
make available assistance to help mitigate
the effects of the recent natural disasters
that have devastated El Salvador.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the gentle-
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woman from Florida (Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise
in strong support of H. Con. Res. 213, a
resolution expressing our support for
the people of El Salvador as they per-
severe through the aftermath of floods
brought on by Hurricane Ida. I am the
chairman of the Western Hemisphere
Subcommittee of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee, and I feel espe-
cially strongly about a resolution like
this. I want to thank the ranking mem-
ber of my subcommittee, CONNIE MACK,
the gentleman from Florida, for intro-
ducing this important resolution.

On November 9, a large portion of El
Salvador was devastated by floods
brought on by Hurricane Ida; 196 people
were Kkilled, 78 people are missing, and
nearly 14,000 individuals are displaced
from their homes. Our thoughts are
with the people and Government of El
Salvador as they cope with these dif-
ficult losses.

The United States, through USAID
and the U.S. Southern Command, has
provided significant emergency relief
and assistance to the people of El Sal-
vador in the wake of Hurricane Ida.
The President of El Salvador, Mauricio
Funes, and his government have
worked closely with the United States
to assist the affected populations.

Let me add that I attended the inau-
guration of President Funes in El Sal-
vador with Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton just a few months ago, and I
am glad that our governments are
working so closely together. And let
me say that I have great confidence in
President Funes as he takes on these
crucial disaster relief efforts. I had the
pleasure, when I attended the inau-
guration of Mr. Funes with Secretary
Clinton, of meeting with then Presi-
dent-elect Funes at the Summit of the
Americas in Trinidad as well, so I have
discussed things with him twice.

As I have said, the U.S. and other
countries have already done a great
deal to assist El Salvador during this
difficult time, but I believe much more
remains to be done. I urge my col-
leagues to support this crucial legisla-
tion, and I again thank Representative
MACK for his important initiative.

I encourage the Obama administra-
tion to also support disaster relief ef-
forts in Nicaragua and Guatemala, and
we need to continue to assist the gov-
ernment and people of El Salvador and
prevent future disasters by investing in
the country’s infrastructure. And I
want to, again, say that Hurricane

H13567

Ida’s damages were not limited to El
Salvador. Guatemala and Nicaragua
were impacted as well.

So I want to thank my friend, Con-
gressman MACK, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I'd like to yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today to join
my colleagues in support for the people
of El Salvador and, specifically, the
bill before us, H. Con. Res. 213, a reso-
lution introduced by my colleague
from Florida, my good friend, Mr.
CONNIE MACK, the ranking member of
our important Subcommittee on the
Western Hemisphere.

Last month, as we have heard, the
torrential rains of Hurricane Ida took a
devastating toll on the people of El
Salvador. Nearly 200 people lost their
lives, and more than 14,000 were left
homeless. Up to 10,000 Salvadorans
were left in reported need of emergency
food supplies. The devastation did not
stop at the borders of El Salvador,
however. Hurricane Ida also left about
13,000 people homeless in Nicaragua
and damaged about 100 homes in Gua-
temala.

This important resolution expresses
our solidarity with all of the people im-
pacted by this horrendous storm, and it
commends the brave efforts of all who
helped to contribute in the relief ef-
forts in its aftermath. Specifically, I
would like to recognize and commend
the significant and immediate efforts
undertaken by our most generous
country, the United States of America,
in the wake of this horrific storm.
Through the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development’s Office of U.S.
Foreign Disaster Assistance and the
U.S. Southern Command, the United
States was able to help airlift emer-
gency relief supplies, finance humani-
tarian assistance projects, support
medical evacuations, assess infrastruc-
ture repair projects, and deliver emer-
gency and food supplies to the worst-
hit and isolated communities in El Sal-
vador.

This resolution also recognizes the
coordination among the countries of
Central America in the relief efforts
following the storm. It is critical that
responsible nations continue to work
together to better prepare ourselves
and our democratic partners for nat-
ural disasters such as this one.

Again, I would like to commend the
brave efforts of the people of El Sal-
vador and, in fact, all of Central Amer-
ica as they recover from Hurricane Ida
and to express our strong support dur-
ing this most difficult time.

Specifically, I would like to con-
gratulate my friend from Florida (Mr.
MACK) for his authorship of this impor-
tant resolution, and I would like to
recognize him at this time, Madam
Speaker, to speak on this resolution.
And I would ask him if he would also
speak on the Drug Commission on the
Western Hemisphere of which he and
Mr. ENGEL were the authors.
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At this time, Madam Speaker, I
would like to yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MACK), the ranking mem-
ber of the Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee on the Western Hemisphere
and the author of this measure.

Mr. MACK. Thank you to Chairman
BERMAN, and a special thanks to Rank-
ing Member ROS-LEHTINEN for all of
her efforts and her leadership, for
bringing this resolution to the floor.
I'd also like to thank my colleague
from New York, Congressman TOWNS,
for joining me in introducing this reso-
lution. Finally, I also want to thank
my chairman, Chairman ENGEL, for his
leadership in the hemisphere. It has
been a pleasure working with Chair-
man ENGEL on the important issues
facing the Western Hemisphere.

Madam Speaker, the people of El Sal-
vador were hit hard by Hurricane Ida.
As a Floridian, I understand how de-
structive and devastating a hurricane
can be. We in Florida know what it’s
like to see the eye of a hurricane com-
ing our way and how it impacts our
lives. My heart goes out to the thou-
sands of men, women, and children who
have had their lives completely
changed by Hurricane Ida and who are,
as we speak, picking up the pieces and
slowly rebuilding their destroyed vil-
lages.

As the ranking member of the West-
ern Hemisphere Subcommittee, I be-
lieve it’s important that the people of
El Salvador understand that the people
of the United States support them dur-
ing these difficult times. I also think
it’s important to note how several na-
tions worked together and continue to
do so to ensure the people of El Sal-
vador are getting the help they need to
rebuild. From Honduras, our forces
were able to lift those in need out of
harm’s way. From south Florida, we
were able to airlift much-needed sup-
plies. Those who have participated in
these relief efforts should be com-
mended for their help. We are honored
by their service.

Madam Speaker, we in Congress re-
main committed to ensure that the
people of El Salvador recover from this
disaster, and I urge my colleagues to
support this important resolution.

I'd also like to make a quick note, if
I could, on an earlier resolution that
was brought up, H.R. 2134. And I want
to thank, again, Chairman ENGEL for
his leadership for introducing the
Western Hemisphere Drug Policy Act.
The problem of illegal drugs impact
people across borders, cultures, and so-
cioeconomic status. When we evaluate
the U.S. drug policy in the Americas,
we must take an all-encompassing ap-
proach to the problem.

This legislation is a positive step to-
wards evaluating U.S. policy. Some
have focused on treatment or better
education; others have focused on sup-
ply and the law enforcement aspect of
the problem. But let me be clear, we
must make sure that we attack the
problem from both angles and all per-
spectives.
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As we continue to address U.S. drug
policy in the hemisphere, I know that
there will be, as there have been, many
obstacles. Some of these include coun-
tries that simply refuse to cooperate
with the United States. And even
worse, Madam Speaker, there are gov-
ernments that have chosen to be part
of or facilitate the flow of drugs into
the United States.

According to President Obama, Ven-
ezuela has failed during the past year
when it comes to counternarcotic ef-
forts. The Obama administration has
strong evidence that Venezuela has re-
fused to cooperate on almost all
counternarcotic issues. Hugo Chavez’
refusal to act responsibly not only
hurts Americans, but now Venezuela
has the second highest murder rate in
the world. The Venezuelan Govern-
ment’s alignment with drug lords is so
pervasive that ministers of the Chavez
government are now categorized as
“Tier II Kingpins.” It’s pretty clear
cut, Madam Speaker, that Chavez and
the flow of drugs into the United
States is something we cannot ignore.

I want to thank Chairman ENGEL
again for his leadership, and urge my
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’” on the West-
ern Hemisphere Drug Policy Commis-
sion Act, H.R. 2134.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of our time.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, let me
just say very quickly, it’s been a pleas-
ure to work with the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MACK), as well as the
ranking member of our subcommittee.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 213, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY TO THE
PHILIPPINES

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 218)
expressing sympathy for the 57 civil-
ians who were Kkilled in the southern
Philippines on November 23, 2009.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 218

Whereas, on November 23, 2009, 57 unarmed
civilians were slain in Maguindanao in the
worst politically motivated violence in re-
cent Philippine history;

Whereas those killed were on their way to
file nomination papers on behalf of Ismael
Mangudadatu, vice mayor of Buluan, who in-
tended to run against Andal Ampatuan, Jr.
who is currently mayor of Datay Unsu, in
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next year’s gubernatorial elections to suc-
ceed Andal Ampatuan, Sr., the father of
Andal Ampatuan, Jr.;

Whereas many of those killed were women
and children, including the wife of Vice
Mayor Ismael Mangudadatu and his two sis-
ters;

Whereas most of the women were report-
edly raped and their bodies were mutilated
after being shot;

Whereas as of December 2, 2009, initial
charges have been filed in connection with
the massacre, according to press reports;

Whereas the Freedom Fund for Filipino
Journalists reports that at least 30 journal-
ists and media workers were killed in the
Maguindanao massacre;

Whereas, the Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists reports that prior to the
Maguindanao massacre, 30 journalists had
been killed in the Philippines since 2000, and
suspects were prosecuted in no more than 4
cases, putting into question the safety of
journalists and the integrity of independent
journalism in the Philippines;

Whereas government prosecutors and
judges with jurisdiction over the massacre
have allegedly received threats and have
been told to ‘‘go slow’ on the investigation;

Whereas President Gloria Macapagal Ar-
royo declared a state of emergency in
Maguindanao the day after the massacre,
vowing that ‘“‘no effort will be spared to
bring justice to the victims’’;

Whereas extrajudicial killings and elec-
tion-related violence are common in the
Philippines, though never on this scale and
rarely with this level of brutality; and

Whereas the United States and the Phil-
ippines share a strong friendship based on
shared history and the commitment to de-
mocracy and freedom: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) regrets the senseless killing of unarmed
civilians and expresses its deepest condo-
lences to the families of the 57 victims;

(2) condemns the culture of impunity that
continues to exist among clans, politicians,
armed elements, and other persons of influ-
ence in the Philippines;

(3) calls for a thorough, transparent, and
independent investigation and prosecution of
those who are responsible for the massacre,
including those who committed the killings
and anyone who may have ordered them, and
that the proceedings be conducted with the
highest possible level of professionalism, im-
partiality, and regard for witness protection
to assure the Filipino people that all the re-
sponsible persons are brought to justice;

(4) calls for an end to extrajudicial killings
and election-related violence;

(5) calls for freedom of press and the safety
of the reporters investigating the massacre;

(6) urges the Departments of State and
Justice and other United States Government
agencies to review their assistance programs
to the Government of the Philippines, and to
offer any technical assistance, such as
forensics support, that Philippine authori-
ties may request; and

(7) reaffirms the United States commit-
ment to working alongside Philippine au-
thorities to combat corruption, terrorism,
and security threats.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ENGEL) and the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise
in strong support of this resolution,
and I yield myself as much time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, this concurrent res-
olution extends our profound condo-
lences to the people of the Philippines
who witnessed the worst election-re-
lated violence in the country’s recent
history. I'd like to thank the chairman
of our committee, HOWARD BERMAN, for
his leadership in bringing this resolu-
tion before the House.

On November 23, 57 civilians were
killed in Maguindanao in the southern
Philippines. They were on their way to
file nomination papers on behalf of
Ismael Mangudadatu, who intended to
run against Andal Ampatuan, Jr., the
son of the incumbent governor in next
year’s elections. Many of those killed
were women and children, and at least
30 journalists were also killed, putting
into question the safety of journalists
and the integrity of independent jour-
nalism in the Philippines.

I want to extend my deepest sym-
pathy and support for President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo, who has taken
strong measures to hold accountable
those who are responsible for this
atrocity, vowing that ‘‘no effort will be
spared to bring justice to the victims.”
The United States and the Philippines
maintain strong bilateral ties based
upon historical relations, common in-
terests, and shared Values.
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This resolution underscores our com-
mitment to its important relationship
during these difficult times.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I'd like to yield myself such time as
I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
this resolution which commemorates
the victims of the worst political vio-
lence in recent Philippine history. The
wholesale massacre of 57 innocent per-
sons, including women, children, and
journalists, can only be termed as
shocking even in this era of mass vio-
lence. The fact that this attack, which
included mutilation and rape, took
place on a convoy headed to register a
candidate for election is a cause for
concern for all who uphold democratic
values and the rule of law.

I held discussions earlier this fall
with my Filipino friends, keen political
observers who warned of the potential
for corruption, intimidation, and even
violence in the run-up to elections in
May of next year.

Extrajudicial killings have sadly be-
come rather commonplace in the Re-
public of the Philippines. Over 30 jour-
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nalists have reportedly been Kkilled
since the year 2000, with prosecutions
in only four cases. The pen may be
mightier than the sword, but no pen
can maintain its strength if so easily
cut down.

The Philippines is, after all, no ordi-
nary republic. It is the only Asian na-
tion that first incorporated democratic
values as a territory of the United
States of America. It was to the Phil-
ippines that General Douglas Mac-
Arthur vowed to return after the cour-
age of the defense of Corregidor and the
agony of the Bataan death march.

American blood was shed, American
treasure expended, American youth
lost to give birth to the Philippine de-
mocracy in the post-World War II
world. That is why the massacre of No-
vember 23 must be of concern to all of
us as the political heirs to those brave
veterans of the Philippines. Anything
less than a thorough, transparent, and
independent investigation of this mas-
sacre is unacceptable.

The success of the global war on ter-
ror in this volatile southern region of
the Philippines depends on a full imple-
mentation of transparency and the rule
of law.

The People Power Revolution of
1986—which the United States both
celebrated and assisted—requires open,
fair, and violence-free Presidential
elections in May of 2010. Anything less
would besmirch the memory of those
who have fought and died so that the
Philippines might have government of
the people, for the people, and by the
people. This dream, Madam Speaker,
may only be achieved if the truth of
the November 23 massacre is fully dis-
closed.

With that, Madam Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Texas,
Congressman AL GREEN.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. I thank the
Chair and the ranking member.

I would like to quickly give 200,000
reasons why we should be concerned
about this incident—200,000. That’s the
number of persons from the Philippines
who served with the United States
military in World War II.

The Philippines have earned our re-
spect, and they’ve earned our necessity
to step forward in times of difficulty
for them. We owe it to ourselves to
make sure that injustice in the Phil-
ippines is addressed, because injustice
there is a threat to justice here, just as
a threat to justice for us was a threat
to justice for them.

I support this resolution, and I
strongly urge my colleagues to vote in
favor of it.

I thank you.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. I have no fur-
ther requests for time. I yield back the
balance of our time.

Mr. ENGEL. Madam Speaker, I just
would very quickly like to point out
that, besides expressing our deep con-
cern, we also express the concern about
the culture of impunity that continues
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to exist among politicians, clans,
armed forces, and other persons in the
Philippines. And this calls on the
United States to offer any kind of as-
sistance, technical assistance, that we
can, and we stand by the Philippine
government’s efforts to bring peace,
rule of law, and security to the south-
ern province.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in support of H. Con. Res 218, ex-
pressing Congress’s deepest condolences to
the families of the 57 victims of the
Maguindanao massacre. | thank my good
friend from California, Mr. BERMAN, for author-
ing the resolution, which | am proud to co-
sponsor.

Madam Speaker, when a friend is struck by
a tragedy, perhaps the death of a family mem-
ber, we all know what to do. We call them up,
we visit them, we reach out to them. That is
what they need at that moment—to know they
are not alone, that they are accompanied by
friends. | am confident this is happening in the
Philippines right now. The Filipino people have
strong families, and a gift for friendship.

| think it is like that with nations too. What
happened in Maguindanao was such a terrible
tragedy that other nations have to reach out
and remind the Filipino people that they are
part of a great human family, and that other
nations grieve with them.

Madam Speaker, lest anyone doubt the im-
portance of this gesture, let me remind them
of the outpouring of support, which came from
every corner of the globe, after the September
11 attacks in 2001. That meant so much to us.

But, Madam Speaker, the Filipino people
also need justice. When a crime is committed
on such a scale and in such a manner as the
Maguindanao massacre, fundamental issues
of justice and human rights are raised. The
ambush of 57 people travelling in broad day-
light to file a candidate’s nomination papers,
their forced march to a prepared killing field,
their grisly shooting, mutilation, including the
sexual mutilation and reportedly rape of
women, and attempted burial by government-
owned equipment—something is deeply
wrong. And let’'s remember that the murder of
30 journalists is a full-scale attack on freedom
of expression—the Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists says this massacre was the deadliest
attack on journalists since it began monitoring
in 1992.

My good friend’s resolution addresses these
issues. It condemns the “culture of impunity”
that precedes and enables such a crime, and
calls for a “transparent and independent in-
vestigation and prosecution” of those respon-
sible, and the proceedings to be conducted
with the highest possible level of “impartiality
and regard for witness protection.” And this is
the issue: whether in our own country or else-
where, whenever a government is unwilling to
administer justice, it prepares the ground for
human rights violations.

This resolution also calls for an end to
extrajudicial killings and political violence, and
for press freedom and safety. Finally, it urges
our government to offer technical assistance
to the investigation.

Madam Speaker, let us ask God to comfort
all those who have lost family members and
friends in this terrible crime. | urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

Mr. ENGEL. With that, I yield back
the balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 218.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on questions previously
postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

The motion to instruct conferees on
H.R. 3288, by the yeas and nays;

Suspending the rules and agreeing to:

H. Con. Res. 199, by the yeas and
nays;

H. Con. Res. 206, by the yeas and
nays;

H. Res. 940, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES
ON H.R. 3288, TRANSPORTATION,
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2010

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to instruct on H.R. 3288 offered by
the gentleman from Iowa (Mr. LATHAM)
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered.

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion.

The Clerk redesignated the motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to instruct.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 212, nays
193, not voting 29, as follows:

[Roll No. 931]

YEAS—212
Aderholt Boustany Conaway
Adler (NJ) Brady (TX) Cooper
Akin Braley (IA) Costa
Alexander Bright Crenshaw
Altmire Brown (SC) Cuellar
Austria Brown-Waite, Culberson
Bachmann Ginny Dahlkemper
Bachus Buchanan Davis (KY)
Baird Burgess Deal (GA)
Barrow Burton (IN) Dent
Bartlett Buyer Diaz-Balart, L.
Barton (TX) Calvert Diaz-Balart, M.
Bean Camp Doggett
Biggert Cantor Donnelly (IN)
Bilbray Cao Dreier
Bilirakis Capito Duncan
Bishop (UT) Carney Ehlers
Blackburn Carter Ellsworth
Blunt Cassidy Emerson
Boccieri Castle Flake
Boehner Chaffetz Fleming
Bonner Childers Forbes
Bono Mack Coble Fortenberry
Boozman Coffman (CO) Foster
Boren Cole Foxx

Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Giffords
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Granger
Graves
Griffith
Guthrie
Hall (NY)
Harper
Hastings (WA)
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Himes
Hodes
Hunter
Inglis

Issa
Jenkins
Jones
Jordan (OH)
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk

Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Lamborn
Lance
Latham
LaTourette
Latta

Lee (NY)
Lewis (CA)
Linder
LoBiondo
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lummis

Ackerman
Andrews
Baca
Baldwin
Becerra
Berkley
Berry
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Blumenauer
Boswell
Boyd

Brady (PA)
Brown, Corrine
Butterfield
Capps
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carson (IN)
Castor (FL)
Chandler
Chu

Clarke

Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Costello
Courtney
Crowley
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Dayvis (TN)
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
Dicks
Dingell
Doyle
Driehaus
Edwards (MD)
Edwards (TX)
Ellison
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Farr

Lungren, Daniel
E

Mack
Manzullo
Marchant
Marshall
McCarthy (CA)
McCaul
McClintock
McCotter
McHenry
McIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Minnick
Mitchell
Moran (KS)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Tim
Myrick
Neugebauer
Nunes
Nye
Olson
Owens
Paulsen
Pence
Perriello
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (GA)
Putnam
Radanovich
Rehberg
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)

NAYS—193

Fattah
Filner
Frank (MA)
Fudge
Garamendi
Gonzalez
Gordon (TN)
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutierrez
Halvorson
Hare
Harman
Hastings (FL)
Heinrich
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Inslee
Israel
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kissell
Kucinich
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
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Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Royce

Rush

Ryan (WI)
Scalise
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Skelton
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Souder
Space
Stearns
Sullivan
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Turner
Upton
Walden
Wamp
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf

Young (AK)
Young (FL)

Lowey

Lujan

Lynch

Maffei
Maloney
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Massa,
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Miller (NC)
Miller, George
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Murphy, Patrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Oberstar
Obey

Olver

Ortiz

Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Payne
Perlmutter
Peters
Peterson
Pingree (ME)
Polis (CO)
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rahall
Rangel

Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Ruppersberger
Ryan (OH)
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Salazar Slaughter Visclosky
Sanchez, Linda Snyder Walz

T. Speier Wasserman
Sanchez, Loretta Spratt Schultz
Sarbanes Stark Waters
Schakowsky Stupak Watson
Semitl Taoner watt
Schwartz Thompson (CA) g?ﬁ? n
Scott (GA) Thompson (MS)
Scott (VA) Tierney W?ICh
Serrano Titus Wilson (OH)
Shea-Porter Tonko Woolsey
Sherman Tsongas Wu
Shuler Van Hollen Yarmuth
Sires Velazquez

NOT VOTING—29

Abercrombie Fallin Moran (VA)
Arcuri Hall (TX) Murtha
Barrett (SC) Hoekstra Neal (MA)
Berman Johnson (IL) Paul
Boucher Johnson, Sam Petri
Broun (GA) Kggen Reichert
Campbell K}nd ) Smith (WA)
Capuano Kirkpatrick (AZ) Towns
Davis (AL) Lipinski Wexler
Delahunt Miller, Gary

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.
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Messrs. GRIJALVA, HOLT, Ms. HAR-
MAN, Messrs. RODRIGUEZ, HOYER,
GARAMENDI, BLUMENAUER,
BECERRA, Ms. FUDGE, Mr.
SCHAUER, Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of
California, Messrs. HASTINGS of Flor-
ida, LYNCH, PALLONE, ELLISON, Ms.
LORETTA SANCHEZ of California,
Messrs. GEORGE MILLER of Cali-
fornia, CLEAVER, GRAYSON, McGOV-
ERN, MOLLOHAN, BISHOP of Georgia,
KANJORSKI, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Ms.
SPEIER, Ms. RICHARDSON, Messrs.
TIERNEY, DAVIS of Tennessee,
GUTIERREZ, RYAN of Ohio, Mrs.
HALVORSON, Mr. MELANCON, Ms.
DEGETTE, and Mr. COHEN changed
their vote from ‘‘yea’ to ‘‘nay.”

Messrs. HENSARLING, POE of
Texas, BARTON of Texas, YOUNG of
Alaska, Mrs. DAHLKEMPER, Messrs.
ADLER of New Jersey, DOGGETT, and
HODES changed their vote from ‘‘nay”’
to “‘yea.”

So the motion to instruct was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, on rollcall No.
931, | was unavoidably detained. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea.”

——————

RECOGNIZING ECHO COMPANY OF
100TH BATTALION OF THE 442D
INFANTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BLUMENAUER). The unfinished business
is the vote on the motion to suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 199, as amend-
ed, on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-

lution, H. Con. Res. 199, as amended.
This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 400, nays 0,

not voting 34, as follows:

Ackerman
Aderholt
Adler (NJ)
Akin
Alexander
Altmire
Andrews
Austria
Baca
Bachmann
Bachus
Baird
Baldwin
Barrow
Bartlett
Barton (TX)
Bean
Becerra
Berkley
Berry
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Blackburn
Blumenauer
Blunt
Boccieri
Boehner
Bonner
Bono Mack
Boozman
Boren
Boswell
Boustany
Boyd
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Braley (IA)
Bright
Brown (SC)
Brown, Corrine
Brown-Waite,
Ginny
Buchanan
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Butterfield
Buyer
Calvert
Camp
Cantor
Cao
Capito
Capps
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carney
Carson (IN)
Carter
Cassidy
Castle
Castor (FL)
Chaffetz
Chandler
Childers
Chu
Clarke
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Coffman (CO)
Cohen
Cole
Conaway
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello
Courtney
Crenshaw
Crowley

[Roll No. 932]

YEAS—400

Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Dahlkemper
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Davis (KY)
Davis (TN)
Deal (GA)
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Donnelly (IN)
Doyle

Dreier
Driehaus
Duncan
Edwards (MD)
Edwards (TX)
Ehlers
Ellison
Ellsworth
Emerson
Engel

Eshoo
Etheridge
Farr

Fattah
Filner

Flake
Fleming
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx

Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gallegly
Garamendi
Gerlach
Giffords
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Gordon (TN)
Granger
Graves
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Guthrie
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Halvorson
Hare
Harman
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins

Hill

Himes
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono

Hodes
Holden

Holt

Honda

Hoyer

Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson, E. B.
Jones
Jordan (OH)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel

Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
MclIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, George

Minnick Rodriguez Speier
Mitchell Roe (TN) Spratt
Mollohan Rogers (AL) Stark
Moore (KS) Rogers (KY) Stearns
Moore (WI) Rogers (MI) Stupak
Moran (KS) Rohrabacher Sullivan
Murphy (CT) Ros-Lehtinen Sutton
Murphy (NY) Roskam Tanner
Murphy, Patrick Ross
Murphy, Tim Rothman (NJ) ?2;7;‘)12
Myrick Roybal-Allard Terry
Nadler (NY) Royce Thompson (CA)
Napolitano Ruppersberger Thompson (MS)
Neugebauer Rush
Nunes Ryan (OH) Thompson (PA)
Nye Ryan (WI) Tl}ornberry
Oberstar Salazar Tiahrt
Obey Sanchez, Linda ~ Tiberi
Olson T. Tierney
Olver Sanchez, Loretta Titus
Ortiz Sarbanes Tonko
Owens Scalise Tsongas
Pallone Schakowsky Turner
Pascrell Schauer Upton
Pastor (AZ) Schiff Van Hollen
Paulsen Schmidt Velazquez
Payne Schock Visclosky
Pence Schrader Walden
Perlmutter Schwartz Walz
Perriello Scott (GA) Wamp
Peters Scott (VA) Wasserman
Peterson Sensenbrenner Schultz
Petri Sessions Waters
Pingree (ME) Sestak Watson
Pitts Shadegg Watt
Platts Shea-Porter Waxman
Poe (TX) Sherman Weiner
Polis (CO) Shimkus Wolch
Pomeroy Shuler
Posey Shuster We§tmoreland
Price (GA) Simpson Whitfield
Price (NC) Sires Wilson (OH)
Putnam Skelton Wilson (SC)
Quigley Slaughter Wittman
Radanovich Smith (NE) Wolf
Rahall Smith (NJ) Woolsey
Rangel Smith (TX) Wu
Rehberg Snyder Yarmuth
Reyes Souder Young (AK)
Richardson Space Young (FL)
NOT VOTING—34
Abercrombie Hall (TX) Moran (VA)
Arcuri Hoekstra Murtha
Barrett (SC) Johnson (GA) Neal (MA)
Berman Johnson (IL) Paul
Boucher Johnson, Sam Reichert
Broun (GA) Kagen Rooney
Campbell Kind Serrano
Capuano Kirkpatrick (AZ) :
Davis (AL) Kucinich '?‘?vlvz}; (WA)
Delahunt Larson (CT) Wexler
Fallin Lipinski

Garrett (NJ) Miller, Gary

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
concurrent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title was amended so as to read:
“Concurrent resolution recognizing the
10th Anniversary of the redesignation
of Company E, 100th Battalion, 442d In-
fantry Regiment of the United States
Army and the sacrifice of the soldiers
of Company E and their families in
support of the United States.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. ROONEY. Mr. Speaker, on roll-
call No. 932, had I been present, I would
have voted ‘“‘yea.”

H13571

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, on rollcall No. 932, had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.”

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
on rollcall No. 931, making appropriations for
the Departments of Transportation, HUD, and
related agencies for FY 2010, and on rollcall
No. 932, recognizing the 10th anniversary of
the activation of Echo Company of the 100th
Battalion of the 442d Infantry, and the sacrifice
of the soldiers and families in support of the
United States, had | been present, | would
have voted “yea.”

————
COMMENDING THE SOLDIERS AND
CIVILIAN PERSONNEL STA-

TIONED AT FORT GORDON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res.
206, as amended, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms.
BORDALLO) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 206, as amended.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 404, nays 0,
not voting 30, as follows:

[Roll No. 933]

YEAS—404

Ackerman Brown-Waite, Dahlkemper
Aderholt Ginny Dayvis (CA)
Adler (NJ) Buchanan Dayvis (IL)
Akin Burgess Davis (KY)
Alexander Burton (IN) Davis (TN)
Altmire Butterfield Deal (GA)
Andrews Buyer DeFazio
Austria Calvert DeGette
Baca Camp DeLauro
Bachmann Cantor Dent
Bachus Cao Diaz-Balart, L.
Baird Capito Diaz-Balart, M.
Baldwin Capps Dicks
Barrow Cardoza Dingell

N Carnahan Doggett
qutlett Carney Donnelly (IN)
Barton (TX) Car N Doyl
Bean arson (IN) oyle
Becerra Cartgr Drgler

- Cassidy Driehaus
Be{kley Castle Duncan
Berry Castor (FL) Edwards (MD)
Biggert Chaffetz Edwards (TX)
Bﬂpmy, Chandler Ehlers
Bilirakis Childers Ellison
Bishop (GA) Chu Ellsworth
Bishop (NY) Clarke Emerson
Bishop (UT) Clay Engel
Blackburn Cleaver Eshoo
Blumenauer Clyburn Etheridge
Blunt Coble Farr
300;1er1 Coffman (CO) Fattah

oehner Cohen Filner

Bonner Cole Flake
Bono Mack Conaway Fleming
Boozman Connolly (VA) Forbes
Boren Conyers Fortenberry
Boswell Cooper Foster
Boustany Costa Foxx
Boyd Costello Frank (MA)
Brady (PA) Courtney Franks (AZ)
Brady (TX) Crenshaw Frelinghuysen
Braley (IA) Crowley Fudge
Bright Cuellar Gallegly
Brown (SC) Culberson Garamendi
Brown, Corrine Cummings Gerlach
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Giffords Maffei Roskam Johnson (IL) Lipinski Paul Deal (GA) Kirkpatrick (AZ) Pingree (ME)
Gingrey (GA) Maloney Ross Johnson, Sam Miller, Gary Reichert DeFazio Kissell Pitts
Gohmert Manzullo Rothman (NJ) Kagen Moran (VA) Smith (WA) DeGette Klein (FL) Platts
Gonzalez Marchant Roybal-Allard Kind Murtha Towns Dent Kline (MN) Poe (TX)
Goodlatte Markey (CO) Royce Kirkpatrick (AZ) Neal (MA) Wexler Diaz-Balart, L. Kosmas Polis (CO)
Gordon (TN) Markey (MA) Ruppersberger Diaz-Balart, M. Kratovil Pomeroy
Granger Marshall Rush ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE Dicks Kucinich Posey
Graves Massa Ryan (OH) The SPEAKER pro tempore (during Dingell Lamborn Price (GA)
Grayson Matheson Ryan (WD) the vote). There are 2 minutes remain- Dogsgett Lance Price (NC)
Green, Al Matsui Se’zlazar . in thi t Donnelly (IN) Langevin Putnam
Green, Gene McCarthy (CA)  Sanchez, Linda ing in this vote. Doyle Larsen (WA) Quigley
Gr@fﬁth McCarthy (NY) T. 1954 Dreier Larson (CT) Radanovich
Grijalva McCaul Sanchez, Loretta ] Driehaus Latham Rahall
Guthrie McClintock Sarbanes _thi 5 : 5 _  Duncan LaTourette Rangel
Gutierrez McCollum Scalise ,SO (two-thirds being in the affirma Edwards (MD) Latta Rehﬁerg
Hall (NY) McCotter Schakowsky tive) the rules were suspended and the Jayaras (Tx) Lee (CA) Royes
Halvorson McDermott Schauer concurrent resolution, as amended, was Enlers Lee (NY) Richardson
Hare McGovern Schiff Ellison Levin i
Harman McHenry Schmidt a'greed to. i Rodriguez
Harper MoIntyre Sehook The result of the vote was announced g&?ﬁ;’gﬁh E:“;’Vi: ngz Roe (TNL
Hastings (FL) McKeon Schrader as above recorded. Engel Linder ggggi: EK%
Hastings (WA) ~ McMahon Schwartz A motion to reconsider was laid on Eshoo LoBiondo Rogers (MI)
Heinrich McMorris Scott (GA) the table Etheridge Loebsack Rohrabacher
Heller Rodgers Scott (VA) : Farr Lofgren, Zoe
Hensarling McNerney Sensenbrenner Stated for: Fattah Lowey ROODeyh )
Herger A Meek (FL) Serrgno Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, on piner Lucas gg:i{léiltmen
Herseth Sandlin  Meeks (NY) Sessions rollcall No. 933, commending the soldiers and  Flake Luetkemeyer Ross
Higgins Melancon Sestak P . Flemin Lujan
Hill Mica Shadegg civilian personnel stationed at Ford Gordon Forbesg Luin i Rothman (NJ)
Himes Michaud Shea-Porter and their families for their service and dedica-  moppenperry Lungren, Daniel goybal»Allard
g}mhey ﬁ}ﬁer (gf) gﬁ?mﬁm tion to the United States and recognizing the Foster E. R%;erberger
Hirona Millor ENC)) Chuler contributions of Fort Gordon to Operation Iragi  Foxx Lynch Rush
Hodes Miller, George  Shuster Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom EZEE;&A;) Mack Ryan (OH)
Holden Minnick Simpson and its role as a pivotal communications train-  pyelinehuysen  Maloney g;’g;;:m
g"ltd ﬁlg‘l‘hﬁ“ Sgelst ing installation, had | been present, | would Fudge Manzullo Sanehes Linda
on ?‘ ollohan elton have voted “vea.” Gallegly Marchant ’
y T.
Hoyer Moore (KS) Slaughter Garamendi Markey (CO) Sanchez. Lorett
Hunter Moore (WI) Smith (NE) anchez, Loretta
Inglis Moran (KS) Smith (NJ) — Garrett (NJ) Markey (MA) Sarbanes
Inslee Murphy (CT) Smith (TX) Gerlach Marshall Scalise
Israel Murphy (NY) Snyder HONORING 373RD ANNIVERSARY G}ffords Massa Schakowsky
Issa Murphy, Patrick Souder OF THE NATIONAL GUARD ggx;iiit(GA) ﬁ;:};gison Schauer
Jackson (IL) Murphy, Tim Space Schiff
Jackson-Lee Myrick Speier The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un- Gonzalez McCarthy (CA)  gchmids
(TX) Nadler (NY) Spratt finished business is the vote on the mo- g""glm;N ﬁcgarﬁhy (NY) schock
Jenkins Napolitano Stark i ordon (TN) chau Schrader
tion to suspend the rules and agree tO granger McClintock
Johnson, E. B. Neugebauer Stearns . . Schwartz
Jones Nunes Stupak the resolution, H. Res. 940, on which Graves McCollum Scott (GA)
Jordan (OH) Nye Sullivan the yeas and nays were ordered. graysoi . ﬁcg"t“erm Scott (VA)
Kanjorski Oberstar Sutton The Clerk read the title of the resolu- Green, G McGermo Sensenbrenner
Kaptur Obey Tanner tion Gr?f(i"r'léh ene McHovern Serrano
Kennedy Olson Taylor . T crenry Sessions
Kildee Olver Teague The SPEAKER pro tempore. The Grijalva MecIntyre Sestak
Kilpatrick (MI)  Ortiz Terry question is on the motion offered by gﬁg?errlfez ﬁzﬁ:‘;ﬁm Shadegg
K%lroy Owens Thompson (CA) the gentlewoman from Guam (Ms. Hall (NY) McMorris Shea-Porter
King (IA) Pallone Thompson (MS) BORDALLO) that the H d th ) Sherman
King (NY) Pascrell Thompson (PA) a € House susp(?n € Halvorson Rodgers Shimkus
Kingston Pastor (AZ) Thornberry rules and agree to the resolution, H. Hare McNerney Shuler
Kirk Paulsen Tiahrt Res. 940. Harman Meek (FL) Shuster
Kissell Payne Tiberi : : : Harper Meeks (NY) Simpson
Klein (FL) Ponce Tierney This will be a 5-minute vote. Hastings (FL) Melancon Siros
Kline (MN) Perlmutter Titus The vote was taken by electronic de- Hastings (WA) Mica Skelton
Kosmas Perriello Tonko vice, and there were—yeas 401, nays 0, Heller Michaud Slaughter
Kratovil Pet T o ’ > Hensarling Miller (FL) us
ratovi eers sonsas not voting 33, as follows: Herger Miller (MI) Smith (NE)
Kucinich Peterson Turner g . N Smith (NJ)
Lamborn Petri Upton [Roll No.