June 15, 2010

the well-being of our oceans. It should not
have taken millions of gallons of oil destroying
the Gulf to have served as a wakeup call that
our ocean waters are treasures that must be
preserved and protected. The workers who
risk their lives every day on oil rigs to provide
for America’s energy needs knew how vital
these oceans were. So did those of us who
enjoy the bounty of shrimp and oysters har-
vested from the sea. The dolphins, sea turtles
and pelicans and thousands of species de-
pendent on the health of our waters were al-
ready aware about the precarious state of our
oceans.

Oil-soaked beaches in the Gulf now threat-
en the livelihoods of thousands of small busi-
ness owners and fishermen as well as wildlife
on and below the water’s surface. British Pe-
troleum was drilling in waters owned by the
American people. The ocean belongs to all of
us collectively, and none of us as individuals—
or corporations. Even before this disaster, they
were in a crisis, thanks to coastal develop-
ment and sprawl, pollution, overfishing and an
absence of government leadership.

| am pleased to support this resolution to
highlight the many benefits the ocean pro-
vides. The oceans are an economic, ecologi-
cal and cultural resource that we in Congress
and the international community must exercise
the proper stewardship over for our future
generations. | urge my colleagues to take up
this responsibility that has been entrusted to
us and honor our oceans by supporting H.
Res. 1330.

———

COMMENDING THE PATRIOT
GUARD RIDERS

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 2010

Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend the work of a distinguished
group of veterans and volunteers who con-
tinue to serve the men and women of our mili-
tary and their families. The Patriot Guard rid-
ers can be seen at nearly every event cele-
brating our long tradition of military service to
the Nation in Missouri’s Eighth Congressional
District.

It is difficult to miss the Patriot Guard riders,
with their motorcycles emitting a low rumble
en route to a Memorial Day ceremony, a wel-
come home celebration, a Veterans Day event
or a military funeral. Their presence is always
a respectful tribute to those who serve in uni-
form, and they are frequently a comfort to the
families who have lost loved ones in the
course of duty.

The members of the Patriot Guard do every
day something that too few Americans take
time for: they are always, always available to
our troops, our veterans and our military fami-
lies. They mark the service of Americans who
have left their homes and risked their lives to
defend our freedoms.

In the U.S. House of Representatives, |
think it is important and fitting to single out
such examples of service to our country. With
honor and with dignity, the Patriot Guard rid-
ers are a source of constant support to our
servicemembers, past, present and future.
They are also a source of inspiration to young
Americans considering a future in the service
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of our Nation, and | am very proud to thank
them for all their efforts.

RECOGNITION OF THE MUSICAL
ACHIEVEMENTS OF LYNYRD
SKYNYRD

HON. SPENCER BACHUS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 2010

Mr. BACHUS. Madam Speaker, in the music
world, it is challenging enough for a band to
record one hit song, much less become a
voice for an entire region and a true icon. That
is why Congressman CONNIE MACK and | are
pleased to jointly recognize the accomplish-
ments and patriotic spirit of the legendary
Lynyrd Skynyrd.

From humble beginnings, Lynyrd Skynyrd
has become one of the most revered and ac-
complished bands in the history of music, hav-
ing sold nearly 30 million records worldwide in
the last four decades. Through their live per-
formances and the music and songs still
played on radio stations around the world
every day, the members of Lynyrd Skynyrd
have established themselves as timeless art-
ists who transcend any one musical era or
generation.

As validated by their induction into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame in 2006, Lynyrd
Skynyrd has had a seminal impact on the de-
velopment of rock and country music and a
profound influence on the career development
of many artists who followed in their creative
footsteps.

Through their collective voices, the band
has become a beacon for regional identity and
pride in the American South. This is perhaps
best epitomized by the song “Sweet Home
Alabama,” an anthem so universally identified
with the State of Alabama that it is the official
motto displayed on license plates.

Since their start in Jacksonville, Florida, in
the late 1960s, Lynyrd Skynyrd has been a
spokesman for the everyday working man and
woman, the friends and neighbors of their
formative years. Their ability to capture a
unique part of the American spirit has given
their music emotional meaning to many fans
and built a legacy that continues to grow year
after year.

Amid triumph and loss, these sons of the
South have evolved from band to close-knit
family. A tragic airplane crash in 1977 claimed
original members Steve Gaines, Cassie
Gaines, and lead singer Ronnie Van Zant, but
Ronnie’s brother Johnny carried on the tradi-
tion as the new vocalist. Devoted fans also re-
member and cherish the contributions of Allen
Collins, Leon Wilkeson, Billy Powell, and Ean
Evans. Today, led by core members Johnny
Van Zant, Gary Rossington, Rickey Medlock,
and Michael Cartellone, Lynyrd Skynyrd con-
tinues to share an unbreakable bond with the
fans they count as family as well.

Lynyrd Skynyrd has been a generous sup-
porter of our men and women in the Armed
Forces for many years. The band has long un-
derstood that our military personnel bravely
and unselfishly stand guard over our everyday
security and freedom. They have enthusiasti-
cally raised money for military families and
played countless shows for our service mem-
bers in uniform. Their song “Red, White, and
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Blue” was written as a tribute to the men and
women who serve in the defense of freedom.
As representatives of timeless American val-
ues and champions of working class heroes,
Lynyrd Skynyrd continues to entertain and in-
spire millions of fans across the world. Along
with Congressman MACK, | find it highly appro-
priate that the people’s House takes time to
recognize this classic band for lasting con-
tributions not just to the world of music, but to
American popular culture as a whole.

———

CHANCELLOR BERGLAND
RETIREMENT

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 15, 2010

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | stand before you today to
honor Dr. Bruce Bergland and to him well
upon his retirement from his position as Chan-
cellor of Indiana University Northwest. Dr.
Bergland’s many years of service in the field
of education have had a tremendous positive
impact on numerous students and educators
within the community of Northwest Indiana
and across the nation. In honor of Chancellor
Bruce Bergland, a retirement reception was
held on Tuesday, June 15, 2010 at the Savan-
nah Center located on the campus of Indiana
University Northwest in Gary, Indiana.

Dr. Bruce Bergland’s professional career
began with his passion for education. His truly
impressive resume reflects his many years of
service in numerous capacities within the col-
legiate education field across the United
States. Following his graduation in 1966 from
lowa University, where he received a Bach-
elor's degree in psychology, Bruce went on to
pursue his doctoral degree in counseling at
Stanford University. After graduating in 1970,
Dr. Bergland took a position at Northwestern
University and became the Assistant Professor
of Education and Psychology. Bruce’s career
then led him to the University of Colorado at
Denver, where he served in numerous capac-
ities from 1972-1995. His many positions dur-
ing his tenure included: Executive Vice Chan-
cellor, Interim Dean, Vice Chancellor for Plan-
ning, and Associate Professor of Education. In
1995, Dr. Bergland decided to move on and
became the Executive Vice Chancellor and
Professor of Psychology at the University of
Hawaii, West Oahu. Next, in 1997, Bruce’s ca-
reer led him to Trinity College in Vermont,
where he served as the Vice President for
Academic and Student Affairs, Professor of
Basic and Applied Social Sciences, and Aca-
demic Dean.

Chancellor Bergland started his tenure as
Chief Executive Officer at Indiana University
Northwest (IUN) on July 1, 1999. Dr.
Bergland’s main goal from day one was to de-
velop a “shared vision” for the university by
reaching out to faculty and students, as well
as community and business leaders, in order
to develop a strong sense of the economic
and cultural needs of IUN. Chancellor
Bergland has successfully maintained this
steering committee which provides a contin-
uous effort for the future growth and develop-
ment of the university. Among his many ac-
complishments at IUN, Bruce has also initiated
the Diversity Programming Group, established
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