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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. This last weekend, I was
part of a delegation to Campeche, Mex-
ico, as part of the U.S.-Mexico par-
liamentary exchange. This was the 49th
annual U.S.-Mexico parliamentary ex-
change, and I rise today to emphasize
the importance of the U.S.-Mexico re-

lationship.
Our topics included three major
areas:

We talked about border security,
what we need to do on both sides of the
border to improve security, to reduce
the flow of drugs from Mexico into the
United States, and reduce the flow of
weapons from the United States into
Mexico;

We talked about how to expand our
economic partnership to create jobs in
both nations. Mexico, depending upon
how you measure it, is our second or
third largest trade partner, and we con-
tinue to grow our trade;

And finally, we talked about immi-
gration. However frustrating it is for
the United States to deal with this
issue, it’s even more frustrating for
Mexico to see many of their best and
brightest fleeing northward. And the
Mexican Government resolves to take
action on this issue. Likewise, it’s crit-
ical for our country to replace our bro-
ken immigration system with one that
works for the United States.

————
PASS A BUDGET

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, we have heard
today some comments from our friends
on the other side of the aisle about fis-
cal responsibility and about creating
jobs, but the one thing we haven’t
heard from them is anything about the
budget.

If they were from Hollywood, they
would be up here saying, ‘“We don’t
need no stinkin’ budget.” If they were
involved in, oh, Presidential politics a
few years ago, they would say,
“Where’s the beef? Where’'s the budg-
et?”

Fiscal responsibility starts with
knowing where you are and where you
are going. Every family in America
adopts a budget, but I guess we are too
big to fail. We are too big to create
budgets because we can just print
money after money after money. The
fundamental proposition is, as stated
by the chairman of the Budget Com-
mittee a couple years ago, if you can’t
budget, you can’t govern.

They’ve told us they can’t budget.
They’re proving to us they can’t gov-
ern. The problem is this is not a game;
this is not a Hollywood movie; this is
real life, and real people are hurting.

Let’s get down to the business of
helping people by being responsible
here, and let’s start with a budget. Ev-
erybody understands that, perhaps, ex-
cept the Democratic leadership.
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PASS WALL STREET REFORM

(Mr. SNYDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans deserve a financial system that
protects their savings and their money.
Until this Congress passes the Wall
Street reform package, America’s fam-
ilies and small businesses are at risk.
By supporting reform, we support the
kind of financial stability that sup-
ports job creation.

Regulation, effective regulation, is
the unbiased referee that protects us as
we compete. Everyone benefits when
Americans’ savings are protected and
small businesses can get loans. Yester-
day’s laws do not protect us today.

I commend Chairman FRANK and
Senator BAUcUS for their hard work
going on right now to get a final
version of Wall Street reform before
this Congress for the American people.

———

AMERICANS WILL BE FORCED TO
CHANGE THEIR HEALTH CARE
PLAN

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, the sell-
ing of ObamaCare to the American pub-
lic has been trademarked by one empty
promise after another. On September 9,
2009, President Obama infamously
promised Americans, and I quote, “‘If
you are among the hundreds of mil-
lions of Americans who already have
health insurance through your job,
nothing in this plan will require you or
your employer to change the coverage
or the doctor you have.” Yet yester-
day, in an ironic twist, the Obama ad-
ministration released draft regulations
indicating that up to 69 percent of em-
ployer-provided plans may be forced to
change their health plans when the
new health care law’s mandates and re-
quirements begin.

Speaker PELOSI was quoted as saying
that we will have to pass this bill to
find out what’s in it. As the fine print
is being placed, we are learning bad
news daily about this unpopular law.

Mr. Speaker, I again ask: How many
promises will ObamaCare have to
break with the American people before
we repeal this disastrous legislation?

———
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PRESCRIPTION DRUG DOUGHNUT
HOLE

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. About 80,000 sen-
ior citizens and people with disabilities
have already fallen into what we call
the doughnut hole. What is that? That
is a gap in Medicare prescription drug
coverage and is a result of—you know,
we just heard criticism of so-called
ObamaCare—but the Republicans
passed a bill called Medicare part D.
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But what it says is that Mrs. Jones,
after a certain amount of money that
has been spent on her prescription
drugs stands in line at the drugstore
and says, I'm ordering a refill of my
prescriptions.

And the druggist says,
Jones, that will be $100.

She says, What do you mean, I
thought I was insured?

They say, Oh, no, you’ve gone over
the amount of money that the govern-
ment will give you, and now you’re
going to have to pay $3,000-plus out of
pocket in order to get covered again.

Well, we finally have done something
about that, and checks are going to
start going out this week to people, the
80,000 that have fallen into the dough-
nut hole, of $250 to try and help them
pay for that, and we’re going to ease
out the prescription drug doughnut
hole.

Well, Mrs.

LEADERSHIP REQUIRES MAKING
TOUGH DECISIONS

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MCcMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, you know, America is broke,
and it’s time for us to start making
tough decisions. Continuing debt
spending is actually the easy choice.
Leadership requires making tough de-
cisions, and yet we stand here today as
Members of Congress with the majority
not even sending up a budget.

Now, the Obama administration did
propose a budget. It was $3.8 trillion
funded with revenue that totaled $2.2
trillion. The majority doesn’t even
seem to want to address the budget.
Now, when we were in the majority,
JOHN SPRATT said, If you can’t forward
a budget, you can’t govern, and yet
today we don’t see a budget.

All across this country, American
families have had to readdress their
budget, make tough decisions in their
family households. That’s what you do
during difficult times. Businesses have
had to make tough decisions, and yet
this Congress is refusing to make the
tough choices. Instead we continue the
deficit spending, tacking on debt to the
next generation.

America deserves better. Our chil-
dren and our grandchildren deserve
better than continued deficit spending.

——————

STAND UP FOR HARDWORKING
AMERICANS

(Mr. WALZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to call on Members of Congress and the
Wall Street reform conference com-
mittee to stand up for hardworking
Americans and send us a strong bill
that protects the interests of those on
Main Street who have been continuing
and will continue to pay the price for
Wall Street excesses.
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