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years, only produces one-seventh of 1
percent of our energy, and adding wind
power only brings it up about 1 percent
more.

If we limit this Nation to wind and
solar, we might as well just shut the
country down economically. And all
these young people with degrees who
are working as waiters and waitresses
or in other low-paying jobs can thank
the environmentalists. I told my wife
as we were eating out last Saturday
night, the American people used to
work in factories and eat out just occa-
sionally. Now, most of the factories
have gone to other countries and res-
taurants have replaced the factories as
our biggest employers other than gov-
ernment.

Now, a slight majority of our people
get most of their income from Federal,
State, or local government. When a
country passes that threshold, it is on
the way down. We need to wake up and
realize that the worst polluters in the
world have been the socialist and com-
munist countries. And we need to real-
ize that only a free market, free enter-
prise system can generate the money
to do the good things for the environ-
ment that everybody wants done.

Charles Krauthammer wrote in an-
other column a few months ago that,
“‘socialism having failed so spectacu-
larly, the left was adrift until it struck
on a brilliant gambit: metamorphosis
from red to green. The cultural elites
went straight from the memorial serv-
ice for socialism to the altar of the en-
vironment. The objective is the same:
highly centralized power.”

Once again, Mr. Krauthammer is
right.

We certainly need to clean up the BP
oil spill, but we should not let mis-
guided radicals shut down our economy
and hurt many lower- and middle-in-
come people in the process.

——————

PROSPECTS FOR PEACE IN THE
MIDDLE EAST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr.
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GARAMENDI. I was going to
speak on a subject, and I will, but after
listening to the previous speaker, I
think a few comments are in order.

I think it was that great socialist,
Richard Nixon, that happened to sign
the Environmental Protection Act and
the Clean Air Act. So maybe that’s
what you’re talking about.

But to make the argument that
somehow the environmental movement
is responsible for the demise of Amer-
ican industries is just fallacious. It’s a
stretch of the imagination. In fact,
there are many, many things involved,
including free trade acts and inter-
national competition that’s coming our
way.

And if my colleague on the Repub-
lican side was so interested in this, he
would have voted on the bill last week
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that would have brought back foreign
earnings and closed the tax loopholes
on those American corporations that
have gone offshore—instead, bringing
those back. I think, if I recall cor-
rectly, we didn’t get one Republican
vote on closing those loopholes that
have allowed American corporations to
offshore jobs. But I really wanted to
take up another issue, and I will do so
now.

I rise today to express my support for
the right that all nations have to se-
cure their borders in self-defense. Our
close ally, Israel, shares a border with
Gaza, a region controlled by the ter-
rorist organization Hamas. Since 2001,
thousands of rockets have been
launched from Gaza into Israel, Killing
more than a dozen Israelis and wound-
ing hundreds and terrifying that na-
tion. We also know that Hamas re-
ceives material support from Iran, an
international pariah that oppresses its
own citizens while funding terrorist or-
ganizations throughout the region. For
all these reasons, Israel has chosen to
restrict imports to the Gaza Strip, in-
sisting that all deliveries must be in-
spected to make sure that weapons are
not smuggled into the territory.

Today, I call on Hamas leadership to
reject their past support for terrorism,
renounce violence, and embrace the
two-state solution so that Israelis and
Palestinians can live their lives freely,
in peace, and security.

I also call on all powers in the Middle
East to value human life and to do ev-
erything to avoid bloodshed. The loss
of life in the flotilla incident was trag-
ic, and I look forward to the findings of
the recently formed Independent Pub-
lic Commission, which will examine
such issues as the naval blockade of
Gaza, actions taken by the commandos
during the flotilla incident, and the
identities and conduct of the orga-
nizers and participants in the flotilla.

In the meantime, we must focus on
avoiding escalation, preventing more
violence, and continuing the peace
process. The greatest tragedy would be
to allow the flotilla incident to end the
region’s prospects for peace.

———
SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BROUN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
in Genesis, chapter 12, verses 1 through
3, God tells Abraham that he will bless
the nation that blesses his people, and
curse the nation who curses his people.

God says in that verse, starting at
verse 1, The Lord had said to Abraham,
“Leave your country, your people, and
your father’s household and go to the
land I will show you. I will make you
into a great nation, and I will bless
you. I will make your name great, and
you will be a blessing. I will bless those
who bless you, and whoever curses you,
I will curse. And all people’s on Earth
will be blessed through you.”
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Mr. Speaker, God gave the land in
Israel to the Israelites, to the Jewish
people. They’re a sovereign nation.
They have a sovereign right to protect
their borders, to protect their lives, to
protect their country, to protect their
valid claim to the land that God gave
them.

Mr. Speaker, our Nation has sup-
ported Israel since it was reestablished
in 1947 by an act of the United Nations.
This country has supported Israel ever
since then. We’ve been blessed as a Na-
tion since then. But I'm very fearful
that this administration is turning its
back upon Israel. I'm very fearful that
God’s blessing that has been on this
land, as promised in Genesis, chapter
12, verses 1 through 3, will cease if we
cease supporting the nation of Israel.

Israel is a sovereign nation that’s
protecting itself. It has an absolute
right to do so. Mr. Speaker, if we turn
our back upon Israel, as I'm fearful
that we’re doing as a Nation through
this administration, not only will we
cease to have God’s blessings, but we
will also start receiving the curses
from God that he promised in Genesis,
chapter 12.

Mr. Speaker, if we don’t support
Israel, and just by being silent, just by
turning our back upon Israel, then
we’re supporting Hamas. We’re sup-
porting Hezbollah. We’re supporting
Iran. President Ahmadinejad has
stressed over and over again that he
wants to annihilate Israel from the
face of the Earth. We have to support
Israel, Mr. Speaker. The consequences
for our Nation are too dire not to.

God has put his blessings upon this
country. And I think a big part of that
is because this country was founded on
the Judeo-Christian principles that
have made this country so powerful, so
rich, and so successful as a political ex-
periment. But that blessing will cease
if we ever turn our back upon Israel.
We must not. We cannot. America
must support Israel. Our administra-
tion must support Israel. And I call
upon our country to continue to do so.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

A TRIBUTE TO GOOD BREAD AND
A FAMILY OF ENTREPRENEURS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands (Mr. SABLAN) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. SABLAN. The people of the
Northern Mariana Islands love rice.
Pre-contact with the West, the Mari-
anas were the easternmost extent of
the cultivation of rice. For us, a meal
without rice is no meal.

Yet, ironically, one of our most cher-
ished local businesses processes that
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