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after the Senate has already voted.
This would be even more common during some of the controversial debates
that stretch late into the evening. You
might remember the late evening votes
we had on health care reform last December and again in March where hundreds of amendments were filed and
votes were cast well past midnight.
In fact, today we make the vote
count public on the Internet within an
hour of when a vote takes place. But
we might not be able to make the substance of what we voted on available
until the next day. So we let the public
see how we voted, but we do not always
let them see what we voted on. Of
course, that does not make sense.
Just last night, Members tried to call
up and pass various amendments. But
only the most experienced Washington
insider would have been able to actually find copies of those amendments.
Shouldn’t we have some kind of searchable system for amendments to allow
our constituents the same access to information that some seasoned lobbyist
or some seasoned congressional staffer
has?
Don’t we want to give our constituents a chance to see the amendments
before we vote on them, if they are interested in reading them? Don’t we
want to know what our constituents
think about amendments before we
vote on them?
In order for that to happen, they
have to know what those amendments
are that have been filed. Of course, I
am not talking about an amendment
that might change a word here or a
word there—although those should be
publicly available as well. Some
amendments I am talking about are
hundreds of pages long and even constitute a complete rewrite of an underlying bill.
Today, we will likely see our fifth
version of the extenders bill that is
now the pending business on the floor
of the Senate, and that fifth version
would be in the form of an amendment.
But our constituents may not be able
to see that until tomorrow.
Shouldn’t the public be able to see
that amendment as soon as we Members or our staffs can read that amendment? This is a representative system
of government, and it is impossible to
represent the American people if they
do not have access to the same information we have.
In addition to those who will question whether this is necessary, others
might wonder whether it is even possible, like technically possible.
In fact, we are already doing it. That
is right. The amendments are already
available electronically to Senate offices almost immediately after they
are filed, but they are not available to
the public—not necessarily intentionally hidden from the public, but
the public cannot get them like everybody in the Senate and in our offices
can get them.
I have a chart in the Chamber that
shows there is already an Amendment
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Tracking System Web site that is only
available to Members of Congress and
staff. It provides a copy of the amendment, the purpose of the amendment,
the sponsor of the amendment, and the
status of that amendment.
My resolution is this simple: It would
simply make this or a similar Web site
available to the public, much like already is done with the Legislative Information System site or the Thomas
site at the Library of Congress.
That way, the public gets to see exactly what we Members and our staffs
are seeing almost immediately after
filing. They get the same information
and can provide their input prior to a
vote.
There is a lot of distrust of government these days. People believe Congress is ignoring what the public
thinks and what the public wants.
Some of this is the result of the policies that are being considered around
here. But it also has to do with the
lack of transparency and accountability in government.
I am not saying this resolution is
going to fix all that is wrong with that
distrust that is expressed—because it
will not—but this resolution is one
more step toward letting a little more
sunshine into this Chamber. This
straightforward resolution will increase transparency, it will promote
accountability, and it will make us all
better representatives of the people we
serve.
I hope the Senate will consider this
resolution at some point in the near future, and I also urge my colleagues to
support it. The public deserves access
to this information on the same basis
as those of us who are closely connected to this institution—meaning
the Members and our staffs.
f

SENATE RESOLUTION 563—RECOGNIZING
THE
LOS
ANGELES
LAKERS ON THEIR 2010 NATIONAL BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION CHAMPIONSHIP AND CONGRATULATING
THE
PLAYERS,
COACHES,
AND
STAFF
FOR
THEIR OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS
Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and
Mrs. BOXER) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:
S. RES. 563
Whereas on June 17, 2010, the Los Angeles
Lakers won the 2010 National Basketball Association (NBA) Championship with a 83–79
victory over the Boston Celtics in Game 7 of
the NBA Finals;
Whereas during the 2010 NBA Playoffs, the
Lakers defeated the Oklahoma City Thunder,
Utah Jazz, Phoenix Suns, and Boston Celtics
en route to the storied franchise’s 16th
championship and 11th in Los Angeles;
Whereas the 2010 Lakers honored the franchise’s tradition of excellence that dates
back to its establishment in 1947 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, where the Lakers were
named for the ‘‘Land of 10,000 Lakes’’ and
won 5 championships before moving to Los
Angeles in 1960;

PO 00000

Frm 00041

Fmt 4624

Sfmt 0634

Whereas this marks the Lakers’ 5th NBA
championship since 1999, the most by any
franchise during that period, and matches
the run by the ‘‘Showtime’’ Lakers of the
1980’s that featured Hall of Fame players
Earvin ‘‘Magic’’ Johnson, Kareem AbdulJabbar, and James Worthy;
Whereas Phil Jackson has won more championships than any other coach in NBA history, recording his 11th championship this
year and 5th with the Lakers;
Whereas the 2010 NBA Championship
marks the 10th for the Lakers owner Gerald
Hatten Buss;
Whereas general manager Mitch Kupchak
has built a team that has exemplified the
talent, character, and resilience necessary to
repeat as NBA Champions;
Whereas Kobe Bryant won his 5th NBA
Championship, tying him with Earvin
‘‘Magic’’ Johnson and Derek Fisher for the
most by a Lakers player;
Whereas Kobe Bryant averaged 28.6 points,
8.0 rebounds, and 3.9 assists during the NBA
Finals, en route to winning his 2nd consecutive NBA Finals Most Valuable Player
Award and becoming just the 8th player to
win the award on multiple occasions;
Whereas Ron Artest, whose hustle and defensive tenacity were critical to the Lakers’
win, recorded 20 points and 5 steals during
Game 7 of the NBA Finals;
Whereas the frontcourt of Pau Gasol, Andrew Bynum, and Lamar Odom played stifling defense and helped the Lakers out-rebound the Celtics in the decisive Game 7;
Whereas Derek Fisher consistently showed
toughness and leadership and scored 16 critical points in Game 3 in Boston;
Whereas the Lakers bench scored 25 points
in a pivotal Game 6, and players Jordan
Farmar, Luke Walton, Sasha Vujacic, Shannon Brown, Josh Powell, and DJ Mbenga all
contributed to the team’s 2010 Championship;
Whereas the Lakers posted a record of 57–
25 during the regular season, the best record
in the Western Conference and 3rd best in
the NBA; and
Whereas the Los Angeles Lakers have demonstrated that they are both champions on
the court and in the community through the
team’s involvement in charity and outreach
programs throughout the Southern California community: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate recognizes and
congratulates—
(1) the Los Angeles Lakers for winning the
2010 NBA Finals;
(2) the Boston Celtics for winning the NBA
Eastern Conference Championship and continuing a timeless rivalry; and
(3) coach Phil Jackson for winning his
record-setting 11th championship.
f

SENATE RESOLUTION 564—RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE RATIFICATION OF THE
TREATY OF MUTUAL SECURITY
AND COOPERATION WITH JAPAN,
AND AFFIRMING SUPPORT FOR
THE UNITED STATES-JAPAN SECURITY ALLIANCE AND RELATIONSHIP
Mr. WEBB (for himself, Mr. INHOFE,
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. DODD, and Mr.
BOND) submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations:
S. RES. 564
Whereas Japan became a treaty ally of the
United States with the signing of the Treaty
of Mutual Cooperation and Security on January 19, 1960;
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Whereas the treaty entered into force on
June 19, 1960, after its ratification by the
Japanese Diet and the United States Senate;
Whereas, in furtherance of the treaty,
Japan hosts approximately 36,000 members of
the United States Armed Forces, 43,000 dependents, and 5,000 civilian employees of the
Department of Defense, with a majority located on the island of Okinawa;
Whereas the United States and Japan
signed the Roadmap for Realignment Implementation on May 1, 2006, to strengthen the
alliance by maintaining defense capabilities
while reducing burdens on local communities;
Whereas the United States and Japan
signed the Guam Agreement on February 17,
2009, on the relocation of approximately 8,000
Marines assigned to the III Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF) personnel and their approximately 9,000 dependents from Okinawa
to Guam, which would reduce the presence of
the Marine Corps on Okinawa by nearly half;
Whereas the Governments of the United
States and Japan maintain a strong security
partnership through joint exercises between
the United States Armed Forces and Japan’s
Self-Defense Forces;
Whereas Japan’s Self-Defense Forces have
contributed broadly to global security missions, including relief operations following
the tsunami in Indonesia in 2005, reconstruction in Iraq from 2004 to 2006, relief assistance following the earthquake in Haiti in
2010, and maritime security operations in the
Gulf of Aden;
Whereas Japan assists in the United
States-led effort in Afghanistan where it
ranks as the second-largest donor after the
United States, pledging $5,000,000,000 over
five years to improve infrastructure, education, and health, in addition to underwriting, with the United Kingdom, a reintegration trust fund for former Taliban
fighters;
Whereas Japan’s Self-Defense Forces have
played a vital role in United Nations peacekeeping operations around the world, beginning in 1992 when Japan dispatched two 600member engineering battalions to the United
Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia
(UNTAC);
Whereas the sinking of the Republic of Korea’s Cheonan naval ship by North Korea was
a direct provocation intended to destabilize
Northeast Asia and demonstrates the importance of cooperation between the United
States and Japan on regional security issues;
Whereas recent maritime activities by China’s People’s Liberation Army Navy to challenge Japan’s sovereignty claims in waters
contested by Japan and China underscore the
vital nature of the United States-Japan alliance to maintaining a balance of security in
the region;
Whereas, on May 28, 2010, members of the
United States-Japan Security Consultative
Committee reconfirmed that, in this 50th anniversary year of the signing of the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security, the
United States-Japan alliance remains ‘‘indispensable not only to the defense of Japan,
but also to the peace, security, and prosperity of the Asia-Pacific region’’;
Whereas the security alliance has served as
the foundation for deep cultural, political,
and economic ties between the people of the
United States and the people of Japan; and
Whereas Japan remains a steadfast global
partner with shared values of freedom, democracy, and liberty: Now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Senate—
(1) affirms its commitment to the United
States-Japan security alliance and the deep
friendship of both countries that is based on
shared values;
(2) recognizes the benefits of the alliance
to the national security of the United States
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and Japan, as well as to regional peace and
security;
(3) recognizes the contributions of and expresses appreciation for the people of Japan,
and in particular the people of Okinawa, in
hosting members of the United States Armed
Forces and their families in Japan;
(4) values the involvement of Japan’s SelfDefense Forces in regional and global security operations;
(5) promotes the implementation of the
Roadmap for Realignment to reduce the burden on local communities while maintaining
the United States strategic posture in Asia;
and
(6) anticipates the continuation of the
steadfast alliance with its invaluable contribution to global peace, democracy, and security.
f

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 4386. Mr. REID (for Mr. BAUCUS) proposed an amendment to the bill H.R. 4213, to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
extend certain expiring provisions, and for
other purposes.
SA 4387. Mr. REID (for Mr. BAUCUS) proposed an amendment to amendment SA 4386
proposed by Mr. REID (for Mr. BAUCUS) to the
bill H.R. 4213, supra.
SA 4388. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to the bill H.R. 4213, supra.
SA 4389. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to amendment SA 4388 proposed by Mr. REID
to the bill H.R. 4213, supra.
SA 4390. Mr. REID proposed an amendment
to amendment SA 4389 proposed by Mr. REID
to the amendment SA 4388 proposed by Mr.
REID to the bill H.R. 4213, supra.
SA 4391. Mr. DURBIN (for Mr. DORGAN (for
himself, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BEGICH, Mr. BENNET, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. KYL, Mr. MCCAIN,
Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. UDALL of New
Mexico, and Mr. UDALL, of Colorado)) proposed an amendment to the bill H.R. 725, to
protect Indian arts and crafts through the
improvement of applicable criminal proceedings, and for other purposes.
SA 4392. Mr. DURBIN (for Mr. CARPER) proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1508, to
amend the Improper Payments Information
Act of 2002 (31 U.S.C. 3321 note) in order to
prevent the loss of billions in taxpayer dollars.
SA 4393. Mr. DURBIN (for Mr. CONRAD) proposed an amendment to the resolution S.
Res. 541, designating June 27, 2010, as ‘‘National
Post-Traumatic
Stress
Disorder
Awareness Day’’.
f

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS
SA 4386. Mr. REID (for Mr. BAUCUS)
proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 4213, to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend certain expiring provisions, and for other purposes; as follows:
In lieu of the matter proposed to be inserted, insert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; AMENDMENT OF 1986
CODE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as

the ‘‘American Jobs and Closing Tax Loopholes Act of 2010’’.
(b) AMENDMENT OF 1986 CODE.—Except as
otherwise expressly provided, whenever in titles I, II, and IV of this Act an amendment
or repeal is expressed in terms of an amendment to, or repeal of, a section or other provision, the reference shall be considered to
be made to a section or other provision of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.
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(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title; amendment of 1986 Code;
table of contents.
TITLE I—INFRASTRUCTURE INCENTIVES
Sec. 101. Extension of Build America Bonds.
Sec. 102. Exempt-facility bonds for sewage
and water supply facilities.
Sec. 103. Extension of exemption from alternative minimum tax treatment
for certain tax-exempt bonds.
Sec. 104. Extension and additional allocations of recovery zone bond authority.
Sec. 105. Allowance of new markets tax credit against alternative minimum
tax.
Sec. 106. Extension of tax-exempt eligibility
for loans guaranteed by Federal
home loan banks.
Sec. 107. Extension of temporary small
issuer rules for allocation of
tax-exempt interest expense by
financial institutions.
TITLE II—EXTENSION OF EXPIRING
PROVISIONS
Subtitle A—Energy
Sec. 201. Alternative motor vehicle credit
for new qualified hybrid motor
vehicles other than passenger
automobiles and light trucks.
Sec. 202. Incentives for biodiesel and renewable diesel.
Sec. 203. Credit for electricity produced at
certain open-loop biomass facilities.
Sec. 204. Extension and modification of credit for steel industry fuel.
Sec. 205. Credit for producing fuel from coke
or coke gas.
Sec. 206. New energy efficient home credit.
Sec. 207. Excise tax credits and outlay payments for alternative fuel and
alternative fuel mixtures.
Sec. 208. Special rule for sales or dispositions to implement FERC or
State electric restructuring
policy for qualified electric
utilities.
Sec. 209. Suspension of limitation on percentage depletion for oil and
gas from marginal wells.
Sec. 210. Direct payment of energy efficient
appliances tax credit.
Sec. 211. Modification of standards for windows, doors, and skylights with
respect to the credit for nonbusiness energy property.
Subtitle B—Individual Tax Relief
PART I—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
Sec. 221. Deduction for certain expenses of
elementary
and
secondary
school teachers.
Sec. 222. Additional standard deduction for
State and local real property
taxes.
Sec. 223. Deduction of State and local sales
taxes.
Sec. 224. Contributions of capital gain real
property made for conservation
purposes.
Sec. 225. Above-the-line deduction for qualified tuition and related expenses.
Sec. 226. Tax-free distributions from individual retirement plans for
charitable purposes.
Sec. 227. Look-thru of certain regulated investment company stock in determining gross estate of nonresidents.
Sec. 228. First-time homebuyer credit.
PART II—LOW-INCOME HOUSING CREDITS
Sec. 231. Election for direct payment of lowincome housing credit for 2010.
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