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State, local, and tribal governments in connec-
tion with the awarding of grants, including—

‘“(A) a list of each discrete item of data re-
quested by the Administrator from grant recipi-
ents as part of the process of administering cov-
ered grants;

‘““(B) identification of the items of data from
the list described in subparagraph (A) that are
required to be submitted by grant recipients on
multiple occasions or to multiple systems; and

‘““(C) identification of the items of data from
the list described in subparagraph (A) that are
not necessary to be collected in order for the Ad-
ministrator to effectively and efficiently admin-
ister the programs under which covered grants
are awarded;

“(2) a plan, including a specific timetable, for
eliminating any redundant and unnecessary re-
porting requirements identified under paragraph
(1); and

“(3) a plan, including a specific timetable, for
promptly developing a set of quantifiable per-
formance measures and metrics to assess the ef-
fectiveness of the programs under which covered
grants are awarded.

““(c) BIENNIAL REPORTS.—Not later than 1
year after the date on which the initial report is
required to be submitted under subsection (b),
and once every 2 years thereafter, the Adminis-
trator shall submit to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress a grants management report
that includes—

‘(1) the status of efforts to eliminate redun-
dant and unnecessary reporting requirements
imposed on grant recipients, including—

““(A) progress made in implementing the plan
required under subsection (b)(2);

‘“(B) a reassessment of the reporting require-
ments to identify and eliminate redundant and
unnecessary requirements;

““(2) the status of efforts to develop quantifi-
able performance measures and metrics to assess
the effectiveness of the programs under which
the covered grants are awarded, including—

‘““(A) progress made in implementing the plan
required under subsection (b)(3);

‘““(B) progress made in developing and imple-
menting additional performance metrics and
measures for grants, including as part of the
comprehensive assessment system required under
section 649 of the Post-Katrina Emergency Man-
agement Reform Act of 2006 (6 U.S.C. 749); and

“(3) a performance assessment of each pro-
gram under which the covered grants are
awarded, including—

‘““(A) a description of the objectives and goals
of the program;

‘“(B) an assessment of the extent to which the
objectives and goals described in subparagraph
(A) have been met, based on the quantifiable
performance measures and metrics required
under this section, section 2022(a)(4), and sec-
tion 649 of the Post-Katrina Emergency Man-
agement Reform Act of 2006 (6 U.S.C. 749);

“(C) recommendations for any program modi-
fications to improve the effectiveness of the pro-
gram, to address changed or emerging condi-
tions; and

‘““(D) an assessment of the experience of recipi-
ents of covered grants, including the availability
of clear and accurate information, the timeliness
of reviews and awards, and the provision of
technical assistance, and recommendations for
improving that experience.

‘“(d) GRANTS PROGRAM
STUDY.—

‘“(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after
the enactment of Redundancy Elimination and
Enhanced Performance for Preparedness Grants
Act, the Administrator shall enter into a con-
tract with the National Academy of Public Ad-
ministration under which the National Academy
of Public Administration shall assist the Admin-
istrator in studying, developing, and imple-
menting—

‘“(A) quantifiable performance measures and
metrics to assess the effectiveness of grants ad-
ministered by the Department, as required under
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this section and section 649 of the Post-Katrina

Emergency Management Reform Act of 2006 (6

U.S.C. 749); and

“(B) the plan required wunder subsection
(b)(3).

““(2) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the
date on which the contract described in para-
graph (1) is awarded, the Administrator shall
submit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report that describes the findings and
recommendations of the study conducted under
paragraph (1).

““(3) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to the
Administrator such sums as may be necessary to
carry out this subsection.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of contents in section 1(b) of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 101
et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

“Sec. 2023. Identification of reporting
redundancies and development of
performance metrics.”’.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the committee-re-
ported substitute amendment be agreed
to, the bill, as amended, be read a third
time and passed, the motions to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, with no in-
tervening action or debate, and that
any statements relating to the bill be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute was agreed to.

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill (H.R. 3980), as amended, was
read the third time and passed.

——————

IMPROVING THE OPERATION OF
CERTAIN FACILITIES AND PRO-
GRAMS OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Rules Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 5682, and that the
Senate then proceed to its consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 5682) to improve the operation
of certain facilities and programs of the
House of Representatives, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the bill be read three times,
passed, the motion to reconsider be
laid on the table, and that any state-
ments be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 5682) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———
COMMENDING THE
ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
the Commerce Committee be dis-
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charged from further consideration of
S. Res. 623 and the Senate proceed to
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the resolution by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 623) commending the
encouragement of interest in science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics by the
entertainment industry, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. REID. I ask the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motion to reconsider be laid on the
table, with no intervening action or de-
bate, and any statements be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 623

Whereas science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (referred to in this pre-
amble as “STEM”’) are vital fields of increas-
ing importance in driving the economic en-
gine of the United States;

Whereas STEM-educated graduates have
and will continue to play critical roles in
helping to develop clean energy tech-
nologies, to find life-saving cures for dis-
eases, to solve security challenges, and to
discover new solutions for deteriorating
transportation and infrastructure;

Whereas through 2018, STEM occupations
are projected to provide 2,800,000 job open-
ings;

Whereas over 90 percent of STEM occupa-
tions require at least some postsecondary
education;

Whereas students across the country, espe-
cially young women and underrepresented
minorities, need greater understanding and
appreciation of STEM careers, and access to
quality STEM opportunities;

Whereas the entertainment industry of the
United States, comprised of movies, tele-
vision, theater, radio, DVDs, video games, as
well as other video and audio recordings and
means of communications, has an extraor-
dinary ability to reach the people of the
United States, especially young people;

Whereas the entertainment industry has
begun to make significant investments in
support of STEM education; and

Whereas, for example, the Entertainment
Industries Council has developed the Ready
on the S.E.T. and . . . Action! initiative to
elevate the importance of science, engineer-
ing, and technology in national entertain-
ment and news productions by connecting
STEM experts, companies, and organizations
with the entertainment industry in order to
disseminate accurate information about
STEM professionals and careers, and pro-
ducing the first-ever S.E.T. Awards Show
this year to award accurate and impactful
portrayals of STEM in movies, television se-
ries, radio and television news programs, and
print and online journalism: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the effective use of the sub-
stantial influence and resources of the enter-
tainment industry of the United States, by
those members of the entertainment indus-
try, such as the Entertainment Industries

623) was
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