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solution, a solution that most other in-
stitutions that rely on the work of aca-
demic experts have already imple-
mented. The solution is to simply ask
witnesses who come before the Senate
to disclose any potential conflicts of
interest up front.

Our colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives are already requiring wit-
nesses to do this and there is no reason
why we shouldn’t require the same
level of transparency from witnesses
who come before the Senate.

That is why today I am submitting
the Witness Sunshine resolution. This
resolution will make the Senate com-
mittee hearings more transparent and
thus more credible and valuable to the
legislative process. It achieves this
goal by requiring each witness that ap-
pears before any Senate committee to
submit a form disclosing outside affili-
ations and financial interests in any
organizations, including government
entities, that are directly related to
the topic of the committee hearing.

In August, I was happy to learn that
the administration is supportive of this
idea. In an August 4 letter, Secretary
Sebelius wrote me saying, ‘‘Should the
Senate Finance Committee or any
other Congressional Committee choose
to [require witnesses to submit finan-
cial disclosure forms in advance of an
appearance before the Committee], I
would certainly encourage HHS con-
tractors to fully comply with [that re-
quirement].”

So adopting this rule should be an
easy decision for the Senate. Our col-
leagues in the House of Representa-
tives have been requiring this level of
transparency for over a decade and now
we know that the administration sup-
ports the idea as well. The House tells
me that their witnesses are not over-
burdened or discouraged to offer testi-
mony because of this requirement. I
have carefully drafted this resolution
so that the requirement for trans-
parency similarly does not burden Sen-
ate witnesses.

It is time for this body to meet the
standards for transparency set by the
House and followed in so many other
institutions across the country. Sup-
porting my resolution will help ensure
that future testimony can be given its
proper weight, and end the uncertainty
of unknown interests influencing testi-
mony. I urge my colleagues to support
my resolution.

——

SENATE RESOLUTION 666—DESIG-
NATING OCTOBER 15, 2010, AS
“NATIONAL ALTERNATIVE FUEL
VEHICLE DAY”

Mr. ROCKEFELLER submitted the
following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judici-
ary:

S. RES. 666

Whereas the United States should reduce
the dependence of the United States on for-
eign oil and enhance the energy security of
the United States by creating a transpor-
tation sector that is less dependent on oil;
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Whereas the United States should improve
the air quality of the United States by re-
ducing emissions from the millions of motor
vehicles that operate in the United States;

Whereas the United States should foster
national expertise and technological ad-
vancement in cleaner, more energy-efficient
alternative fuel and advanced technology ve-
hicles;

Whereas a robust domestic industry for al-
ternative fuels and alternative fuel and ad-
vanced technology vehicles will create jobs
and increase the competitiveness of the
United States in the international commu-
nity;

Whereas the people of the United States
need more options for clean and energy-effi-
cient transportation;

Whereas the mainstream adoption of alter-
native fuel and advanced technology vehicles
will produce benefits at the local, national,
and international levels;

Whereas consumers and businesses require
a better understanding of the benefits of al-
ternative fuel and advanced technology vehi-
cles;

Whereas first responders require proper
and comprehensive training to become fully
prepared for any precautionary measures
that the first responders may need to take
during incidents and extrications that in-
volve alternative fuel and advanced tech-
nology vehicles;

Whereas the Federal Government can lead
the way toward a cleaner and more efficient
transportation sector by choosing alter-
native fuel and advanced technology vehicles
for the fleets of the Federal Government; and

Whereas Federal support for the adoption
of alternative fuel and advanced technology
vehicles can accelerate greater energy inde-
pendence for the United States, improve the
environmental security of the United States,

and address global climate change: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 15, 2010, as ‘‘Na-

tional Alternative Fuel Vehicle Day’’;

(2) supports National Alternative Fuel Ve-
hicle Day as a day to promote programs and
activities that will lead to the greater use of
cleaner, more efficient transportation that
uses new sources of energy; and

(3) urges the people of the United States—

(A) to increase the personal and commer-
cial use of clean, energy-efficient alternative
fuel and advanced technology vehicles;

(B) to promote public sector adoption of
clean, energy-efficient alternative fuel and
advanced technology vehicles; and

(C) to encourage the adoption of Federal
policies to reduce the dependence of the
United States on foreign oil through the ad-
vancement and adoption of alternative, ad-
vanced, and emerging vehicle and fuel tech-
nologies.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION 667—RECOG-
NIZING THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE COASTAL STATES ORGA-
NIZATION

Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. GREGG, and Ms. SNOWE)
submitted the following resolution;
which was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 667

Whereas, in 2010, the Coastal States Orga-
nization (referred to in this preamble as the
“CS0”) is celebrating its 40th anniversary of
representing the Governors of the 35 coastal
States, commonwealths, and territories of
the United States on issues relating to the
sound management of coastal, ocean, and
Great Lakes resources;

S7837

Whereas the CSO was created in 1969 by a
resolution, which was endorsed unanimously,
of the National Governors Association;

Whereas, in January 1970, the first meeting
of the CSO was held in Savannah, Georgia;

Whereas, in October 2010, the CSO will cel-
ebrate its 40th anniversary in Monterey,
California;

Whereas the CSO has been empowered to
contribute to the development and operation
of the national coastal zone management
program, which was established by the
Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 (16
U.S.C. 1451 et seq.);

Whereas the CSO is a nonpartisan organi-
zation comprised of economically, environ-

mentally, geographically, and socially di-
verse States, territories, and common-
wealths;

Whereas the CSO serves as a means for the
Governors of the member States, territories,
and commonwealths to communicate with
Congress and the executive branch on coast-
al, ocean, and Great Lakes policies, pro-
grams, and affairs; and

Whereas the member States, territories,
and commonwealths of the CSO have a re-
sponsibility to work with the Federal Gov-
ernment to manage and conserve the public
trust in coastal and ocean ecosystems as
well as the quality of life in coastal commu-
nities for the benefit of current and future
generations: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the 40th anniversary of the
Coastal States Organization; and

(2) supports the role of States, territories,
and commonwealths in the stewardship of
coastal, ocean, and Great Lakes resources.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION 668—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF OCTOBER 20,
2010, AS THE “NATIONAL DAY ON
WRITING”

Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. SANDERS, and Mr.
BROWN of Ohio) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to.

S. RES. 668

Whereas people in the 2lst century are
writing more than ever before for personal,
professional, and civic purposes;

Whereas the social nature of writing in-
vites people of every age, profession, and
walk of life to create meaning through com-
posing;

Whereas more and more people in every oc-
cupation deem writing as essential and influ-
ential in their work;

Whereas writers continue to learn how to
write for different purposes, audiences, and
occasions throughout their lifetimes;

Whereas developing digital technologies
expand the possibilities for composing in
multiple media at a faster pace than ever be-
fore;

Whereas young people are leading the way
in developing new forms of composing by
using different forms of digital media;

Whereas effective communication contrib-
utes to building a global economy and a
global community;

Whereas the National Council of Teachers
of English, in conjunction with its many na-
tional and local partners, honors and cele-
brates the importance of writing through the
National Day on Writing;

Whereas the National Day on Writing cele-
brates the foundational place of writing in
the personal, professional, and civic lives of
the people of the United States;

Whereas the National Day on Writing pro-
vides an opportunity for individuals across
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