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this great country and the people of
Nevada, and any measure of excellence
that we achieve will bear the distinct
handprint of Margot Allen.

It is truly my pleasure and my honor
to recognize the outstanding contribu-
tion Margot Allen has made to my or-
ganization and to the people of Nevada
in the years she has been part of my
congressional team and to wish her a
very blessed and happy birthday.

——
NOMINATION OF JANET YELLEN

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I want
to briefly explain for the record my
votes on the nomination of Janet
Yellen to be a member of the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem and to be Vice-Chairman of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System.

Dr. Yellen is qualified to sit on the
Board of Governors. She has already
been a member of the Board, and is
currently the president of a regional
Fed—the Federal Reserve Bank of San
Francisco. She has more monetary pol-
icy experience than most recent nomi-
nees and certainly understands what
the job requires.

However, I have serious concerns
about her views on monetary policy
and her actions during the credit and
housing bubble. In reviewing Federal
Open Market Committee, FOMC, meet-
ing minutes and transcripts, it is clear
to me that Dr. Yellen will support easy
money policies and I am afraid she will
not take inflation seriously. I do not
believe she will stand up to Chairman
Bernanke or break the groupthink that
exists at the Fed. The FOMC tran-
scripts and minutes I reviewed only
strengthen my concerns. I am also con-
cerned that as president of the San
Francisco Fed she did not spot or take
action to address the housing and cred-
it bubble while overseeing one of the
most affected regions of the country.
These reasons are why I oppose Dr.
Yellen’s nomination to be Vice-Chair-
man and will vote against her for that
position when the vote is called.

The RECORD will thus reflect my vote
against Dr. Yellen to be Vice-Chairman
of the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System.

———

NATIONAL PREMATURITY
AWARENESS DAY

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
would like to speak about the issue of
babies born prematurely, an area Sen-
ator DoDD and I have been working on
together for many years. November is
Prematurity Awareness Month and
today, November 17, is Prematurity
Awareness Day. This year, in the U.S.,
approximately 28,000 babies will die be-
fore their first birthday. In Tennessee,
236 babies are born preterm per week
on average, and, in 2007, 12,256 babies or
14.2 percent of all live births were pre-
mature.

According to the CDC, babies who
died from preterm birth-related causes
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accounted for more than 36 percent of
infant deaths in 2006. In addition to
being the leading cause of newborn
death, prematurity can cause those
who do survive a lifetime of health
challenges and intellectual disabilities.
Even infants born just a few weeks
early have higher rates of hospitaliza-
tion and illness than full-term infants.
The last few weeks of pregnancy are
critical to a baby’s health because
many important organs, including the
brain and lungs, are not completely de-
veloped until then.

We are making incredible advances
in how we treat these children, but we
need to do a lot more. This is a criti-
cally important issue. It is the kind of
issue that deserves more attention. I
am pleased to be joined by Senator
DopD in introducing the PREEMIE
Act, which reauthorizes and builds
upon our legislation from 2006. It is
supported by the March of Dimes,
American Academy of Pediatrics,
American Congress of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists and Association of
Women’s Health, Obstetric and Neo-
natal Nurses, to name a few. I urge my
colleagues to cosponsor this legisla-
tion.

Mr. DODD. I thank my colleague. 1
am pleased to join my good friend, the
senior Senator from Tennessee, in this
effort. Five years ago, we stood on this
floor discussing the risks, costs, and
toll of premature birth. Following
three decades of increases, in 2008, the
Nation achieved the first 2-year decline
in the preterm birth rate to 12.3 per-
cent. This rate is still too far from the
Healthy People 2010 goal of 7.6 percent
and our Nation earns only a ‘‘D”’ on the
March of Dimes annual prematurity re-
port card. According to the National
Center for Health Statistics, in an av-
erage week in Connecticut, 84 babies
are born preterm. More than half a mil-
lion babies still are born preterm each
year, a serious health problem that
costs the United States more than $26
billion annually, according to the In-
stitute of Medicine. I believe that the
recent 2-year nationwide decline, albeit
small, is encouraging and this should
be the beginning of a positive trend.
The recent developments must be sup-
ported by access to better health care,
new research and new programs to
lower the risk of preterm birth.

This is why the Senator from Ten-
nessee and I have introduced the Pre-
maturity Research Expansion and Edu-
cation for Mothers Who Deliver Infants
Early Act. This important bill expands
research into the causes and preven-
tion of prematurity and increases edu-
cation and support services related to
prematurity. The March of Dimes has
been an important partner through its
leadership of a national prematurity
campaign, but they cannot combat this
serious and costly public health crisis
alone. The Federal Government must
partner with them to increase research
on the causes of preterm birth. I hope
more of my colleagues will join us in
supporting this important bill.
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TRIBUTE TO VICTOR PEREZ

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my
colleagues to join me in thanking Fres-
no resident Victor Perez for his valiant
actions that resulted in the rescue of
an eight-year-old kidnapping victim
and the arrest of her alleged kidnapper.

I know I am joined by the victim’s
family and friends, the Fresno Police
Department, the entire Fresno commu-
nity and so many others across the
country in offering my deepest appre-
ciation to Mr. Perez for his bravery, his
quick thinking and his willingness to
put himself in harm’s way to protect a
child.

Mr. Perez, like many others in Fres-
no and around California, was deeply
concerned when he learned the news
about the abduction of an 8-year-old
girl from the front yard of a home in
central Fresno on October 4.

The next morning, when Mr. Perez
noticed a truck outside of his home
that matched the description of a vehi-
cle of interest reported in the news, he
decided that time was of the essence
and he had to take action.

Without hesitation, Mr. Perez
jumped into his truck and pursued the
suspicious vehicle. At one point during
the pursuit, he noticed a young girl in
the passenger seat, which strengthened
his resolve to track down the vehicle.
After seeing her, he said he had only
one thought in his mind, “I've got to
get that little girl out of there.”

He bravely pursued the suspect with
selfless disregard for his personal safe-
ty until he successfully cut off the ve-
hicle, forcing the suspect to stop.

Sensing that he was cornered by Mr.
Perez, the suspect pushed the young
victim out of the car and sped off. Mr.
Perez immediately tended to the young
victim and called 911 so that law en-
forcement officials could continue to
pursue the kidnapper. When the young
girl told Mr. Perez that she was scared,
he assured her that she was out of
harm’s way.

As a result of Mr. Perez’s heroic ac-
tions and the speedy response by hun-
dreds of law enforcement officers from
multiple jurisdictions, the suspected
kidnapper was apprehended. Most im-
portantly, the young girl has been re-
united with her mother and her family.

I am thankful for Mr. Perez’s altru-
ism and courage. His selfless actions
that led to the rescue of this little girl
represent the best ideals of being a
good neighbor, a Good Samaritan and a
responsible member of a community.

We shall always be grateful for his
heroic deeds on the morning of October
5, 2010.e

———
REMEMBERING LOUIS HENKIN
e Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, today I
wish to commemorate the life of Louis
Henkin.
As chairman of the Commission on
Security and Cooperation in Europe, I
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