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appoint the Honorable JEFF MERKLEY, a Sen-
ator from the State of Oregon, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. MERKLEY thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, if any, the Senate will 
proceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the New START trea-
ty. The treaty is open to amendments. 
Senators are encouraged to come to 
the floor to offer and debate their 
amendments or make statements re-
garding this most important piece of 
legislation. 

I would like to begin today having 
votes on the amendment that has been 
filed. As a reminder, last night I filed 
cloture with respect to the House mes-
sages on the DREAM Act and the don’t 
ask, don’t tell repeal. 

The first cloture vote will occur to-
morrow morning fairly early. If cloture 
is not invoked on the DREAM Act, the 
Senate will proceed immediately to a 
cloture vote on the don’t ask, don’t tell 
repeal. Senators will be notified when 
any votes are scheduled. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S.J. RES. 42 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I have a 
matter I believe is at the desk, S.J. 
Res. 42. I think it is due for a second 
reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the joint 
resolution by title for a second time. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 42) to extend 
the continuing resolution until February 18, 
2011. 

Mr. REID. I object to any further 
proceedings with respect to this joint 
resolution. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

The bill will be placed on the cal-
endar. 

f 

FINISHING THE SESSION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the path is 
clear that we can finish our work rel-
atively soon. As I indicated earlier, we 
are going to have two votes in the 
morning. Even if cloture is invoked on 
one or both of those matters, there is 
no reason we couldn’t complete that 
work tomorrow. There is no reason we 
would have to extend that into Sunday. 
We will be happy to do that because we 

are going to work every day—every 
day—until we finish this legislative 
session. 

If we get those two things out of the 
way, we have minimal things left to do. 
We have to do the health care as it re-
lates to 9/11. Of course, we have to com-
plete the funding for the government. 
We know what happened last night, so 
we are looking forward to doing the 
CR. It is a tremendous disappointment 
as to what it doesn’t do for our coun-
try, but that is where we are. The Re-
publicans made that choice, and the 
American people need to understand 
that. 

I was told 6 or 7 days are needed to 
debate the START treaty. That is easy 
to do. We can complete that very 
quickly. It all depends on our friends 
on the other side of the aisle, whether 
they want to continue, as they have 
this whole Congress, throwing road-
blocks in front of everything we do to 
move forward to a culmination of this 
debate. We have done some very impor-
tant things during this Congress, but 
there is nothing—nothing—more im-
portant than the START treaty be-
cause it has ramifications far greater 
than our own country. So I hope every-
one will be patient. We know this is the 
holiday season, but this is something 
we are going to complete before we 
leave. I have had conversations with a 
number of my Republican friends, and 
they understand the seriousness of this 
matter. 

As I indicated yesterday, the ranking 
member of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, RICHARD LUGAR, has been an 
advocate for this for a long time. We 
know our chairman, Senator KERRY, 
believes fervently in this legislation. 
So I am going to do everything I can to 
expedite the other matters, and that is 
the reason cloture was filed on these 
two issues last night. 

I repeat, there is no reason we can’t 
complete everything by tomorrow in 
the evening. Leaving the days we have 
spent on this already, which are three 
in number, we could do Sunday, Mon-
day, Tuesday; that is 6, 7 days. We are 
set to complete this very quickly. It is 
all up to people who believe in this to 
come down and make their statements 
and to support amendments for the 
strengthening of this and oppose those 
that don’t. So I hope everyone would 
understand the importance of the work 
we have. 

The issues dealing with the DREAM 
Act, I have given many speeches on 
this floor dealing with the importance 
of that. It is legislation supported by 
our Secretary of Defense and the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs. They know 
how important it is to have quality 
people in the military. They know we 
are taking into the military today peo-
ple who have been convicted of crimes, 
people who have not graduated from 
high school, and this would certainly 
be a way of bringing into the military 
people who really want to serve their 
country. So I hope we can get that 
done. 

Don’t ask, don’t tell is another issue 
that is certainly ripe for completion. I 
appreciate the work of the House in 
completing that. There is no reason, no 
matter how they may dislike that leg-
islation, to stand in the way of the 
START treaty. The don’t ask, don’t 
tell, as we all have seen from reading 
the press, we have enough votes to pass 
that. It passed in the House for the sec-
ond time. It picked up 45 votes from 
the first time they voted on it, so it is 
gaining strength. 

The one reason I think it is so impor-
tant to do that, to complete the repeal 
of don’t ask, don’t tell, one of the prob-
lems we have had with the issue of 
abortion around the country is that it 
has been determined by the courts not 
the legislature. There have been nu-
merous articles written about how that 
is one problem that has caused so much 
consternation with the abortion issue— 
because it should have been handled by 
the legislature. I feel the same way 
about don’t ask, don’t tell. We can see 
the courts moving in on this. We 
should have the courage to do what is 
right for the American people and do it 
legislatively, not leave it to the courts. 

The only thing I didn’t mention is we 
have a lot of nominations I am working 
with the Republican leader on to com-
plete. One person we are concerned 
about is Jim Cole, the Deputy Attor-
ney General. That is the No. 2 person 
at the Justice Department. It is a 
shame it has taken so long to com-
plete. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

TREATY WITH RUSSIA ON MEAS-
URES FOR FURTHER REDUCTION 
AND LIMITATION OF STRATEGIC 
OFFENSIVE ARMS 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing treaty, which the clerk will re-
port. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

Treaty calendar No. 7, treaty with Russia 
on measures for further reduction and limi-
tation of strategic offensive arms. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I note 
the minority leader is here and he may 
wish to use his leader time now. I un-
derstand that. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I would say to my 
friend from Massachusetts, I was going 
to make my opening remarks. I believe 
Senator LEMIEUX is making his fare-
well address, if you could give us a 
chance. 

Mr. REID. I note the absence of a 
quorum. 
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