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112TH CONGRESS 
1ST SESSION H. RES. 254 

Encouraging people in the United States to join together in prayer for 

the victims of the destructive tornadoes and flooding in the South and 

Midwest and the devastating drought and dangerous wildfires in the 

South and Southwest. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MAY 5, 2011 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER (for himself, Mr. PEARCE, and Mr. BACHUS) submitted the 

following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Oversight 

and Government Reform 

RESOLUTION 
Encouraging people in the United States to join together 

in prayer for the victims of the destructive tornadoes 

and flooding in the South and Midwest and the dev-

astating drought and dangerous wildfires in the South 

and Southwest. 

Whereas the Southern Plains, lower Mississippi Valley, and 

Southwest have been experiencing the worst drought con-

ditions in decades; 

Whereas the southern parts of Oklahoma and New Mexico, 

the western part of Louisiana, and almost all of Texas 

are currently designated as either extreme or exceptional 

drought conditions under the U.S. Drought Monitor cat-

egories; 
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Whereas some of these areas have received no rainfall for 

three months and long-range forecasts indicate the 

drought could persist through May; 

Whereas the exceptionally dry conditions and high winds have 

led to wildfires that have burned nearly 2,000,000 acres 

of land in Texas, New Mexico, Colorado, Oklahoma, and 

Kansas, destroying hundreds of homes and businesses 

and taking many lives; 

Whereas the drought has endangered agricultural crop pro-

duction and livestock health, resulting in a major finan-

cial crisis for the farmers and ranchers of the region; 

Whereas severe weather, including tornadoes, massive flood-

ing, large hail, and intense thunderstorms have had 

major effects on certain regions of the United States, in-

cluding the States of Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, 

Missouri, Kentucky, and Tennessee; 

Whereas these storms have devastated communities, caused 

hundreds of deaths and casualties, and resulted in long- 

term economic damage to the region; 

Whereas the Southern United States has experienced some of 

the most severe weather in its history; 

Whereas hundreds are confirmed to have lost their lives as 

a result of these storms, thousands have suffered injuries, 

and property damage could reach into the billions of dol-

lars; and 

Whereas communities large and small throughout the South 

and lower Midwest have been devastated by this disaster 

but have maintained a spirit of resiliency, hope, and 

faith: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 1

VerDate Mar 15 2010 23:48 May 05, 2011 Jkt 099200 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\HR254.IH HR254rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
D

9S
0Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 B

IL
LS



3 

•HRES 254 IH 

(1) it is the sense of the House of Representa-1

tives that— 2

(A) people in the United States should 3

pray for the victims of the destructive tornadoes 4

and flooding in the South and lower Midwest 5

and the devastating drought and dangerous 6

wildfires in the South and Southwest; and 7

(B) people in the United States should join 8

together in prayer to humbly seek fair weather 9

conditions, including calm skies in the South 10

and lower Midwest where tornadoes have rav-11

aged homes and uprooted families, and for rain 12

where rain is most needed in the South and 13

Southwest, where devastating drought and dan-14

gerous wildfires have destroyed homes, busi-15

nesses, and lives; and 16

(2) the House of Representatives prays for the 17

safety of those fire departments called to action and 18

for those firefighters heroically battling the blazes in 19

the South and Southwest, for fair weather in the 20

South and lower Midwest, where a respite from se-21

vere weather is most needed to allow the region to 22

recover and rebuild, for the families and commu-23
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nities affected by the severe weather, and for those 1

individuals who were injured or killed. 2

Æ 
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