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INTRODUCTION OF THE “TAX
CODE TERMINATION ACT”

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, last night
we gathered in this Chamber to hear Presi-
dent Obama deliver his State of the Union Ad-
dress. | was particularly encouraged to hear
the President say, “the best thing we could do
on taxes for all Americans is to simplify the in-
dividual tax code.” The President stated he
was prepared to join both parties in simplifying
our tax code. | join the President in calling for
a simplified tax code, and | rise today to intro-
duce the Tax Code Termination Act. This leg-
islation can be the impetus for overhauling our
tax system.

The fact is our current tax system has spi-
raled out of control. At a time when Americans
devote a total of 7 billion hours each year to
comply with the tax code, we need tax sim-
plification. Today’s tax code is unfair, discour-
ages savings and investment, and is impos-
sibly complex. The Tax Code Termination Act
will force Congress to finally debate and ad-
dress fundamental tax reform. This bi-partisan
legislation is simple. It will abolish the Internal
Revenue Code by December 31, 2015, and
call on Congress to approve a new Federal
tax system by July of the same year.

While almost every Member would acknowl-
edge that our tax code is no longer working in
a fair manner for Americans, nothing has been
done to create a more equitable tax code.
Congress won’t act on fundamental tax reform
unless it is forced to do so. My bill will force
Congress to finally debate and address funda-
mental tax reform.

Once this bill becomes law, today’s oppres-
sive tax code would survive for only four more
years, at which time it would expire and be re-
placed with a new tax code that will be deter-
mined by Congress, the President, and the
American people. This legislation will allow us,
as a Nation, to collectively decide what the
new tax system should look like. Having a
date-certain to end the current tax code will
force the issue to the top of the national agen-
da.

Although many questions remain about the
best way to reform our tax system, | am cer-
tain that if Congress is forced to address the
issue we can create a tax code that is simpler,
fairer, and better for our economy than the
one we are forced to comply with today.

Whichever tax system is adopted, the key
ingredients should be: a low rate for all Ameri-
cans; tax relief for working people; protection
of the rights of taxpayers and reduction in tax
collection abuses; promotion of savings and
investment; and encouragement of economic
growth and job creation. Taxes may be un-
avoidable but they don’t have to be unfair and
overcomplicated.

Just like other programs that require reau-
thorization, the tax code must be reviewed to
examine whether it is fulfilling its intended pur-
pose and then Congress must make any
changes that are necessary.

America’s future depends on overcoming
the handicap of the current tax code. There is
widespread consensus that the current system
is broken, and keeping it is not in America’s
best interest. | urge my colleagues to support
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this legislation and end the broken tax system
that exists today.

IN HONOR OF SGT. ZAINAH C.
CREAMER

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a fallen hero who was a respected and
dedicated officer in the United States Army.
On January 12, 2011, our state and nation lost
a great patriot when Sergeant Zainah C.
Creamer, aged 28, was killed in the line of
duty in support of Operation Enduring Free-
dom. Sgt. Creamer died in Kandahar Prov-
ince, Afghanistan, of injuries sustained when
an improvised explosive device detonated
near her unit.

Sgt. Creamer was born in Texarkana,
Texas, and graduated from Arkansas High
School in Texarkana, Ark., in 2000. Although
| never had the honor of meeting Sgt. Cream-
er, it is clear by the outpouring of praise from
her friends and family that she was a special
person who deeply loved her country and
never hesitated to help those in need. | extend
my deepest condolences on behalf of all Ar-
kansans to her family, friends, colleagues and
acquaintances for this devastating loss.

Sgt. Creamer was assigned to the 212th
Military Police Detachment, Headquarters Bat-
talion, Fort Belvoir, Va. She was a soldier for
more than six years and was an Army dog
handler serving her second deployment with
the 2nd Battalion of the 502nd Infantry Regi-
ment.

With her bravery and dedication to duty,
Sgt. Creamer exemplified what it meant to be
a U.S. soldier; she made this nation and her
family proud. My deepest thoughts and pray-
ers go out to all of her family and friends dur-
ing this very difficult time.

Today, | ask all Members of Congress to
join me as we honor the life of Army Sergeant
Zainah C. Creamer and her legacy, as well as
each man and woman in our Armed Forces,
and all of those in harm’s way supporting their
efforts, who give the ultimate sacrifice in serv-
ice to this great country. We owe them our
eternal gratitude.

IN RECOGNITION OF ROBERT D.
BUNTING

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Lieutenant Robert D. Bunting, who
is retiring after 27 years of law enforcement
service—21 and a half years of service to the
City of Fairfield and five and a half years with
the Calistoga Police Department. As his col-
leagues, friends and family gather together to
celebrate the next chapter of his life, | ask all
of my colleagues to join me in saluting this
outstanding public servant and defender of
peace and safety.

Robert started his law enforcement career
as a Police Officer with the Calistoga Police
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Department. He was then hired as a Police
Officer with the Fairfield Police Department on
June 12, 1989. As an officer, he worked in
various capacities that included Patrol, Fire-
arms Instruction, and Field Training. Robert
joined the Special Activity Felony Enforce-
ment, SAFE, Team in 1992 and was promoted
to Police Corporal on September 20, 2002.

On February 4, 2005, Robert was promoted
to Police Sergeant and ultimately supervised a
number of different teams including Violent
Crime Suppression, Special Enforcement, and
Patrol. Since being promoted to Police Lieu-
tenant on May 9, 2008, he has served as the
Commander for the Major Crimes Division,
Patrol, and Public Information. Not only was
Robert a capable and decisive leader but he
also demonstrated resourcefulness, teamwork,
and a devotion to duty which led to him re-
ceiving a Distinguished Service Medal in 2007.
Additionally, he has received numerous com-
mendations from community members, local
businesses, and supervisors during his career.

Robert was a valued employee and leader
of the Fairfield Police Department. His commit-
ment to the community was unwavering. He
was a loyal representative of the law enforce-
ment community and admired amongst his
peers for his hard work, dedication and posi-
tive work ethic.

Mr. Speaker, | am truly honored to pay trib-
ute to this dedicated public servant. | ask all
of my colleagues to join with me in wishing
Robert D. Bunting continued success and hap-
piness in all of his future endeavors.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE FROM THE
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSI-
NESS DURING TENURE ON BUDG-
ET COMMITTEE

HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 26, 2011

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
submit the following letters:

JANUARY 25, 2011.
Democratic Leader NANCY PELOSI,
U.S. Capitol,
Washington, DC.

DEAR LEADER PELOSI, This letter is to ad-
vise you that, effective today, I am taking a
leave of absence from the Committee on
Small Business until my tenure on the Com-
mittee on the Budget is completed. It is my
understanding from Clause C of Rule 19 of
the Democratic Caucus rules (referenced
below) that I will continue to accrue senior-
ity during the leave of absence, at the same
rate as if I had continued to serve on the
Committee on Small Business.

Rule 19, Clause C: ‘“Any Member of the
Committee on the Budget shall be entitled to
take a leave of absence from service on any
committee or subcommittee during the pe-
riod he or she serves on the Budget Com-
mittee and seniority rights of such Member
on such committee and on each sub-
committee to which such Member was as-
signed at the time shall be fully protected as
if such Member had continued to so serve
during the period of the leave of absence.”’

Accompanying this letter is a letter from
the Democratic Leader verifying that my se-
niority on the Committee on Small Business
will continue to accrue during my absence.

Thank you for your attention to this mat-
ter.

Sincerely,
HEATH SHULER,
Member of Congress.
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