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God bless you, Mr. President, and 

God bless the United States of Amer-
ica. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CORPORAL ERIC M. 
TORBERT, JR., U.S. MARINE 
CORPS, OF LANCASTER, PENN-
SYLVANIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with a heavy heart to remember and 
honor Corporal Eric M. Torbert, Jr., of 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

On December 18, 2010, Eric was killed 
by an explosion while conducting com-
bat operations in the Helmand Prov-
ince of Afghanistan. 

In 2007, Eric displayed his willingness 
and enthusiasm to serve and defend his 
country by enlisting in the United 
States Marine Corps at Parris Island, 
South Carolina. He was then assigned 
to the 1st Combat Engineer Battalion, 
1st Marine Division, 1st Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Camp Pendleton, Cali-
fornia. He deployed to Afghanistan in 
October in 2010. 

Eric understood what it means to 
live a life with purpose. He served a 
cause greater than himself. He served 
the cause of liberty. Eric gave his life 
to bring hope to all freedom-loving 
people as did many marines before him 
in the 1st Marine Division. 

Activated aboard the battleship 
Texas on February 1, 1941, the 1st Ma-
rine Division is the oldest, largest, and 
most decorated division in the United 
States Marine Corps with nine Presi-
dential Unit Citations. Eric has joined 
this storied tradition of service and ex-
cellence. 

Before deploying to Afghanistan, 
Eric married Marcelle L. Sebastian on 
June 12, 2010. Marcelle supported Eric 
when he joined the Marine Corps in 
2007 and throughout his entire career. 
Her steadfast care and sacrificial love 
for Eric and our Nation deserve our 
sincerest gratitude. 
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Eric was a leader. He was a caring 
husband, a friend, a son, a brother, and 
a devoted member of a local band. He 
leaves behind family and friends proud 
of his service and his distinguished ca-
reer in the military. 

Eric earned a number of awards dur-
ing his service in the Marine Corps, 
which demonstrates his commitment 
to our Nation and his professionalism 
as a marine. His personal service 
awards include the Purple Heart, Com-
bat Action Ribbon, National Defense 
Service Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, Afghanistan 
Campaign Medal, and the Sea Service 
Deployment Ribbon. 

May God grant to Eric’s family the 
peace that surpasses all understanding. 
We grieve their loss. Our prayers and 
most heartfelt gratitude go out to 
them, and I offer them my deepest con-

dolences. I am humbled by the dedi-
cated service and sacrifice of their 
loved one. 

Eric’s valor and service cost him his 
life, but his sacrifice will live on for-
ever among the many dedicated heroes 
this Nation has called to defend free-
dom. He joins the revered ranks of the 
many thousands of men and women 
throughout American history who have 
given their lives to secure the freedom 
of the people of the United States of 
America and the freedom-loving people 
around the world. He is an inspiration 
to us all. Semper Fidelis. 
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SUPPORT BIOMEDICAL RESEARCH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HIGGINS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, last 
night the President spoke to Congress 
and to the Nation about the need for 
increased funding for biomedical re-
search, both to improve the quality of 
life of our Nation’s citizens, and to gen-
erate new economic investment. He is 
right, and we must heed his call on this 
initiative. 

Cancer research is a vital part of our 
Nation’s biomedical research enter-
prise, but our Federal commitment to 
this promising field has not kept up 
with the rapid place of scientific inno-
vation. In fact, when you take into ac-
count medical inflation, our funding 
commitment to the National Cancer 
Institute and the National Institutes of 
Health has actually been cut over the 
past 7 years. We can, and must, do bet-
ter. 

We will only see new, promising can-
cer therapies that increase survival 
and life quality through a sustained, 
multi-year commitment of Federal 
funding for cancer research. There is 
only one failure in cancer research. It’s 
when you quit or you’re forced to quit 
because of lack of funding. When Fed-
eral cancer funding is cut or not sus-
tained over the long term, we lose not 
only promising cancer research, but we 
also lose talented cancer researchers. 

President Nixon recognized this 40 
years ago when he signed the National 
Cancer Act. At that time, less than 50 
percent of cancer patients lived 5 years 
beyond their diagnosis. Today, with ad-
vances in early detection, healthy life-
styles, and new cancer therapies, the 
survival rate is 65 percent for adults 
and 80 percent for kids. That would not 
have happened without a significant in-
vestment in Federal research funding. 
The National Cancer Act led to a con-
tinued, sustained investment in cancer 
research that funded the research com-
munity to develop a new generation of 
smart drugs that help thousands of 
cancer patients every single day. 

Smart drugs are highly targeted to 
attack fast-growing cancer cells with-
out damaging healthy cells. Drugs like 
herceptin for breast cancer, avastin for 
lung cancer, gleevec for gastro-
intestinal stromal tumors inhibit or 

block cancer cell growth. In fact, less 
than 10 percent of cancer deaths are at-
tributed to the original tumor. It’s 
when cancer metastasizes, when it 
grows, when it advances to a vital 
organ the cancer becomes lethal. 

All this could not be more important 
to the community that I serve in west-
ern New York. Buffalo, New York, gave 
the Nation and the world cancer re-
search when the New York State Can-
cer Laboratory was first established by 
Dr. Roswell Park in 1897. Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute continues that mis-
sion today. And the research put out by 
doctors has led to many breakthroughs 
that alleviate suffering due to cancer 
every single day. 

Roswell Park is one of 40 National 
Cancer Institute-designated com-
prehensive cancer centers around the 
country that are the engine for our Na-
tion’s war on cancer. An important 
part of Buffalo and western New York’s 
future relies upon the success of re-
search completed at Roswell and com-
panies at the Buffalo Niagara Medical 
Campus coming to market, creating 
new small businesses, and high-quality 
jobs. If we don’t have a sustained in-
vestment in cancer research moving 
forward, the promise of that research 
and the jobs it will create will be lost. 
The time to act is now. Cancer is esti-
mated to cost our Nation $263 billion in 
2010 alone, according to the National 
Institutes of Health. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support a renewed commitment to can-
cer research because there is no better 
time than now. Alleviating suffering 
and death due to cancer in our lifetime 
should not only be Congress’s goal; it 
should be America’s goal. And we 
should insist on a huge Federal invest-
ment toward that goal. 

f 

CITY OF HOPE 10,000TH BONE 
MARROW TRANSPLANT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. CHU) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. CHU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to City of Hope, a renowned 
biomedical research and treatment 
center in my district. On January 13, 
City of Hope reached a milestone few in 
the world have ever achieved. Doctors 
performed their 10,000th bone marrow 
transplant, 34 years after they com-
pleted one of the most successful trans-
plants ever, and it was the first. 

But this is more than just another 
milestone. This is a time to remember 
the thousands of children and adults 
who have benefited from City of Hope. 
Patients like Rodrigo Nunez, a Mexi-
can immigrant who, at the age of 17, 
became ill. After a transplant and the 
kindness of the community, he grad-
uated from college. He has proudly 
spent over two decades as a nurse at 
City of Hope. 

Please join me in congratulating City 
of Hope for their achievement and wish 
them luck on the next 10,000. 
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