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and foster increasing religious intoler-
ance and sectarian violence.

I have joined Senator ROBERT MENEN-
DEZ on a resolution condemning the
New Year’s Day attack in Egypt and
expressing condolences to all Egyp-
tians who have suffered from terrorist
attacks in the past.

Egypt has a reputation as a peaceful,
moderate Arab state, where, as pro-
vided under its laws, all faiths are free
to practice their religion without fear
of retribution or violence. Egypt is a
leader in the region and a close friend
of the United States. But there is no
place in Egyptian society for the kind
of extremists who attacked and killed
peaceful churchgoers on New Year’s
Day.

I again express my deepest condo-
lences to the members of Saints
Church and join all of America in pray-
ers for the victims of this tragedy.

——

REMEMBERING SARGENT SHRIVER

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I
would like to take a moment to pay
tribute to a hero of mine, Robert Sar-
gent Shriver. He was a man of real
courage, extraordinary idealism, com-
mitted to serving this country, and a
dear friend.

As a veteran of World War II, the
founding director of the Peace Corps,
and the driving force behind Lyndon
Johnson’s war on poverty, Sarge be-
lieved in the good things government
can do for people. Among his many ac-
complishments, he gave us the Head
Start program, the Job Corps and
Legal Services for the Poor, and the
Volunteers in Service to America.
Later in life he became the U.S. Am-
bassador to France, and then president
of the Special Olympics, an organiza-
tion founded by his remarkable wife
Eunice Kennedy Shriver.

Sargent Shriver’s impact on Amer-
ican life was profound. Through the
many programs he championed, Sarge
had a direct and lasting effect on the
lives of millions of Americans. He was
wholly committed to helping people
and to the ideals he believed our coun-
try ought to stand for, and he was tire-
less and unrelenting in his pursuit of
those goals.

The Peace Corps, one of Sarge’s most
important and long-lasting accom-
plishments, enables young Americans
to serve their country by building un-
derstanding between cultures and
working to improve the lives of others
in developing countries. Shriver’s spir-
it lives on through the Peace Corps,
and it is incumbent on all of us to en-
sure that the agency fulfills his vision,
and the vision of President Kennedy.

My friend Bono, a committed advo-
cate in the fight against global pov-
erty, was himself inspired by President
Kennedy’s call to action and by Sar-
gent Shriver’s work to put it into ef-
fect. He recently wrote an op-ed which
appeared in the New York Times enti-
tled, ‘“What I Learned From Sargent
Shriver.” In honor of Sarge, I ask
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unanimous consent that a copy be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD.

[From the New York Times, Jan. 19, 2011]
WHAT I LEARNED FROM SARGENT SHRIVER
(By Bono)

The Irish are still mesmerized by the
mythical place that is America, but in the
’60s our fascination got out of hand. I was
not old enough to remember the sacrifices of
the great generation who saved Europe in
the Second World War, or to quite com-
prehend what was going on in Vietnam. But
what I do remember, and cannot forget, is
watching a man walk on the moon in 1969
and thinking here is a nation that finds joy
in the impossible.

The Irish saw the Kennedys as our own
royal family out on loan to America. A mil-
lion of them turned out on J.F.K.’s home-
coming to see these patrician public servants
who, despite their station, had no patience
for the status quo. (They also loved that the
Kennedys looked more WASP than any
“Prod,” our familiar term for Protestant.)

I remember Bobby’s rolled-up sleeves,
Jack’s jutted jaw and the message—a call to
action—that the world didn’t have to be the
way it was. Science and faith had found a
perfect rhyme.

In the background, but hardly in the shad-
ows, was Robert Sargent Shriver. A diamond
intelligence, too bright to keep in the dark-
ness. He was not Robert or Bob, he was
Sarge, and for all the love in him, he knew
that love was a tough word. Easy to say,
tough to see it through. Love, yes, and
peace, too, in no small measure; this was the
’60s but you wouldn’t know it just by looking
at him. No long hair in the Shriver house, or
rock ’n’ roll. He and his beautiful bride, Eu-
nice Kennedy Shriver, would go to Mass
every day—as much an act of rebellion
against brutal modernity as it was an act of
worship. Love, yes, but love as a brave act, a
bold act, requiring toughness and sacrifice.

His faith demanded action, from him, from
all of us. For the Word to become flesh, we
had to become the eyes, the ears, the hands
of a just God. Injustice could, in the words of
the old spiritual, ‘“Be Overcome.”” Robert
Sargent sang, ‘‘Make me a channel of your
peace,’”’” and became the song.

Make me a channel of your peace:

Where there is hatred let me bring your love.

Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord,

And where there’s doubt, true faith in you.

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek,

So much to be consoled as to console.

To be understood as to understand,

To be loved as to love with all my soul.

Make me a channel of your peace,

Where there’s despair in life, let me bring
hope.

Where there is darkness, only light,

And where there’s sadness, ever joy.

The Peace Corps was Jack Kennedy’s cre-
ation but embodied Sargent Shriver’s spirit.
Lyndon Johnson declared war on poverty but
Sarge led the charge. These, and the Special
Olympics, were as dramatic an incarnation
of the ideas at the heart of America as the
space program.

Robert Sargent Shriver changed the world
more than a few times and, I am happy to
say, changed my world forever. In the late
’90s, when the Jubilee 2000 campaign—which
aimed to cancel the debts that the poorest
nations owed to the richest—asked me to
help in the United States, I called on the
Shriver clan for help and advice. What I got
were those things in spades, and a call to
arms like a thump in the back.
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In the years since, Bobby Shriver—Sarge’s
oldest son and—I co-founded three fighting
units in the war against global poverty:
DATA, ONE and (RED). We may not yet
know what it will take to finish the fight
and silence suffering in our time, but we are
flat out trying to live up to Sarge’s drill.

I have beautiful memories of Bobby and me
sitting with his father and mother at the
Shrivers’ kitchen table—the same team that
gazed over J.F.K.’s shoulder—looking over
our paltry attempts at speechifying, prod-
ding and pushing us toward comprehen-
sibility and credibility, a challenge when
your son starts hanging round with a bleed-
ing-heart Irish rock star.

Toward the end, when I visited Sarge as a
frailer man, I was astonished by his good
spirits and good humor. He had the room
around him laughing out loud. I thought it a
fitting final victory in a life that embodied
service and transcended, so often, grave
duty, that he had a certain weightlessness
about him. Even then, his job nearly done,
his light shone undiminished, and brightened
us all.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING BRUCE RANDOLPH
SCHOOL

e Mr. BENNET. Madam President,
today I congratulate Bruce Randolph
School in Denver, which President
Obama recognized in the State of the
Union Address for its remarkable turn-
around.

Just 3 years ago, Bruce Randolph was
one of the lowest performing schools in
my home State of Colorado, but last
May, 97 percent of the seniors grad-
uated, including many who will be the
first in their families to go to college.

I remember as superintendent work-
ing with the principal at the time,
Kristin Waters, to get these turn-
around efforts off the ground, and it is
tremendous to see all the progress that
has been made on behalf of the stu-
dents at Bruce Randolph.

The Bruce Randolph community has
seen firsthand that school turnarounds
are possible, and with hard work and
flexibility, we can improve our schools
to better prepare our kids for success
in college and the 21st century job mar-
ket. We truly can improve the lives of
our kids when teachers, parents, prin-
cipals and communities come together.

And now we need to work together to
bring similar turnaround efforts to
other low-performing schools in Colo-
rado and across the country. To build
on successes like these, we need to put
politics aside, listen to the ideas and
aspirations of those closest to our Kkids,
and work together to reform our public
schools in a way that supports talented
teaching, closes the achievement gap
and equips our kids with the skills
they are going to need to compete for
the jobs of the 21st century.

On a more personal note, for me, for
one moment, in a place that sometimes
feels so removed from the work being
done in classrooms across the country,
having the children and teachers of
Bruce Randolph invoked as an example
of what is possible in public education
was very powerful.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-08-26T14:59:50-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




