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patriots in every generation from the 
beginning of America’s history to 
today. Ronald Reagan understood and 
appreciated the duty we all have to 
preserve these American ideals. 

As he said: 
Democracy is worth dying for, because it is 

the most deeply honorable form of govern-
ment devised by man. 

When President Reagan died in 2004, 
there was a spontaneous, worldwide 
outpouring of grief and tribute that 
caught some seasoned political pundits 
by surprise. Throughout his political 
career, Ronald Reagan was underesti-
mated by ‘‘establishment’’ political in-
tellectuals of the day. He was dis-
missed sometimes by the media. But 
when he spoke, the American people 
listened, they understood, and they 
agreed with this down-to-Earth but 
very profound man. And so did the 
world. 

We all remember him fondly, with 
great respect, and are honored to have 
known him. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon is recognized. 
Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I 

want to take a quick minute or two to 
talk about an amendment that will be 
called up later in the afternoon on my 
behalf to expand and improve the un-
manned aerial systems—known as UAS 
programs—that are part of the Federal 
Aviation Administration reauthoriza-
tion bill. My amendment is No. 27. 

I thank Chairman ROCKEFELLER and 
his staff because they have worked 
closely with me on this and several 
other amendments. 

Growth in the unmanned aerial sys-
tems sector of the aviation business 
has been extraordinary in the last few 
years. I think it is well known that 
these systems are proven critical to 
military operations in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. But they also have tremen-
dous potential in the civilian sector 
whether it is for firefighting, law en-
forcement, border control, search and 
rescue, or environmental monitoring. 

Law enforcement uses for this tech-
nology would be especially helpful in 
rural areas like much of my home 
State of Oregon. Unfortunately, the 
FAA has not yet been able to come up 
with a real plan for how to integrate 
these unmanned aerial systems vehi-
cles into our airspace. That is why I 
am pleased the Rockefeller bill before 
us includes requirements for the FAA 
to get to work on a plan in this area 
and to establish test sites for un-
manned aerial systems research. 

The bill, however, includes only four 
of these sites. I would like to see us be 
bolder, particularly in an area where I 
think there is so much opportunity for 
innovation, development, and job cre-
ation. 

This amendment would expand the 
number of sites to 10, which would re-
quire the FAA to explore the most use-
ful and safest way for unmanned aerial 
systems to be integrated into the air-
space. 

The amendment would require at 
least one of these test sites to inves-
tigate how unmanned aerial systems 
can be useful in monitoring public 
land. As the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Public Lands and For-
ests, I have heard repeatedly from law 
enforcement officials that remote pub-
lic lands are too often being used as a 
place for criminals to grow drugs with-
out detection. The Bureau of Land 
Management and the Forest Service, 
two agencies that work in this field, 
simply don’t have the resources to use 
expensive helicopters and do all the 
necessary work to root out these ille-
gal operations. 

I will conclude by saying that I be-
lieve unmanned aerial systems could 
be a cost-saving way to address this 
problem. By getting the ball rolling 
with my amendment, I believe it will 
be possible to more significantly fight 
these reprehensible drug operations 
that are taking place on public lands. 

I hope this amendment, No. 27, will 
be accepted as part of the Rockefeller 
legislation, and I look forward to work-
ing with the bill’s managers to encour-
age the development in this sector, 
which I think is right at the heart of 
what we need to do to promote innova-
tion in the aviation field. I thank 
Chairman ROCKEFELLER. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to a period for the transaction of 
morning business until 3 p.m., with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each for the pur-
pose of giving remarks relative to the 
upcoming centennial of the birth of 
President Ronald Reagan. 

The Senator from Arizona. 
f 

REMEMBERING PRESIDENT 
RONALD REAGAN 

Mr. MCCAIN. Madam President, 
there are many of us who will come to 
the floor this afternoon to pay tribute 
to one of the great Presidents in Amer-
ican history. Many of us will recollect 
times and experiences and contacts we 
had with President Reagan and the way 
he inspired us personally as well as a 
nation. 

When I was a prisoner of war in 
North Vietnam, the Vietnamese went 
to great lengths to restrict the news 
from home to the statements and ac-
tivities of prominent opponents of the 
war in Vietnam. They wanted us to be-
lieve America had forgotten us. They 
never mentioned Ronald Reagan to us 
or played his speeches over the camp 
loud speakers. No matter. We knew 
about him. New additions to our ranks 
told us how the Governor and Mrs. 
Reagan were committed to our libera-
tion and our cause. 

When we came home, all of us were 
eager to meet the Reagans, to thank 
them for their concern. But more than 

gratitude drew us to them. We were 
drawn to them because they were 
among the few prominent Americans 
who did not subscribe to the then-fash-
ionable notion that America had en-
tered her inevitable decline. 

We prisoners of war came home to a 
country that had lost a war and the 
best sense of itself, a country beset by 
social and economic problems. Assas-
sinations, riots, scandals, contempt for 
political, religious, and educational in-
stitutions gave the appearance that we 
had become a dysfunctional society. 
Patriotism was sneered at, the mili-
tary scorned. The world anticipated 
the collapse of our global influence. 
The great, robust, confident Republic 
that had given its name to the last cen-
tury seemed exhausted. 

Ronald Reagan believed differently. 
He possessed an unshakable faith in 
America’s greatness, past and future, 
that proved more durable than the pre-
vailing political sentiments of the 
time. His confidence was a tonic to 
men who had come home eager to put 
the war behind us and for the country 
to do likewise. 

Our country has a long and honorable 
history. A lost war or any other calam-
ity should not destroy our confidence 
or weaken our purpose. We were a good 
nation before Vietnam, and we are a 
good nation after Vietnam. In all of 
history, you cannot find a better one. 
Of that, Ronald Reagan was supremely 
confident, and he became President to 
prove it. 

His was a faith that shouted at ty-
rants to ‘‘tear down this wall.’’ Such 
faith, such patriotism requires a great 
deal of love to profess, and I will al-
ways revere him for it. When walls 
were all I had for a world, I learned 
about a man whose love of freedom 
gave me hope in a desolate place. His 
faith honored us, as it honored all 
Americans, as it honored all freedom- 
loving people. 

Let us honor his memory especially 
today by holding his faith as our own, 
and let us too tear down walls to free-
dom. That is what Americans do when 
they believe in themselves. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

COONS). The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I was 
honored to hear Senator MCCAIN’s com-
ments on Ronald Reagan. This Sunday 
is indeed the 100th anniversary of his 
birth. It is an opportunity for the 
whole Nation to honor the memory of a 
man who honored us with his leader-
ship. 

In the 1980s, we were a weakened 
country. Inflation and unemployment 
were in double digits. The hostage cri-
sis in Iran dragged on, with no end in 
sight. Our standing abroad was waning 
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