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training and public relations. Its re-
search efforts are helping the Depart-
ment of Defense develop water filtra-
tion technology to protect service-
members from harm, and helping de-
velop new treatments for Parkinson’s
disease. CMU’s efforts to educate the
next generation and conduct research
that improves lives embody the
school’s motto, ‘‘Sapientia, Virtus,
Amicitia”’—wisdom, virtue, friendship.

So Sunday’s game will be a great re-
minder to all who are watching of what
Central Michigan University and its
students have accomplished. And in ad-
dition to cheers for the Packers and
Steelers, I hope we will hear a few cries
of “Fire Up, Chips!”’

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

MISSOURI RIVER RELIEF

® Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I
ask the Senate to join me in honoring
the 10th anniversary of Missouri River
Relief and their dedication to pre-
serving Missouri rivers.

As a lifelong Missourian, I have vis-
ited and enjoyed the natural beauty
and recreational opportunities along
the Missouri River. These riverbanks
and waterways are treasured attrac-
tions throughout Missouri. The Mis-
souri River enjoys over 1 million visi-
tors from across the Nation each year
who have the opportunity to experi-
ence the splendor and excitement these
natural resources provide for our state.
That is why I am so thrilled to ac-
knowledge the work of the Missouri
River Relief program.

Founded in 2001, Missouri River Re-
lief began with just a few Missouri
River enthusiasts dedicated to cleaning
up our State waters. Ten years later,
12,000 Missourians have joined their
communities in fighting for this cause,
removing over 1 million pounds of
trash and debris, making our waters
safer for all to enjoy. In 2010 alone,
over 1,100 student and teacher volun-
teers helped clean over 70 miles of
river.

Missouri River Relief has contributed
to promoting river education through-
out the State. By sponsoring rec-
reational activities and festivals that
incorporate the arts alongside river
education, this organization has made
it their mission to teach Missouri fami-
lies about our local rivers and how the
rivers contribute to our environment.

This project has received an out-
pouring of State and corporate spon-
sorships that have made this growing
cause a reality. Neighboring States
have also included their support, clean-
ing up almost 400 miles of the Missouri
River. The trash gathered from these
clean ups have included recyclable and
environmental friendly particles that
have been turned into useful resources.

Working to preserve one of our coun-
try’s most affluent and beautiful riv-
ers, this organization deserves our
gratitude and commemoration. Mis-
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souri River Relief is committed to
water safety and education and its
service to the community stands as an
inspiration to all Missourians and a
strong signal of our State’s continued
growth and success.

Mr. President, I ask that the Senate
join me in recognizing the 10th anni-
versary of the Missouri River Relief.®

———

NORTHEAST ORGANIC FARMING
ASSOCIATION OF VERMONT

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, today
I honor the Northeast Organic Farming
Association of Vermont. NOFA
Vermont is a nonprofit association of
farmers, gardeners, and consumers
working to promote an economically
viable and ecologically sound Vermont
food system for the benefit of current
and future generations. This year it
celebrates its 40th anniversary of help-
ing farms thrive, making locally grown
and organic foods available to all, and
increasing consumer access at farmers
markets across our Green Mountain
State.

NOFA Vermont was founded in
Putney in 1971, making it one of the
oldest organic farming associations in
the United States. Today, they are
proud to have more than 1,200 members
throughout the State and to certify
over 525 farms and processors to the
USDA national organic program stand-
ards. They are passionate about in-
creasing the acreage of certified or-
ganic land in Vermont, while also in-
creasing access to local organic food by
all Vermonters. The entirety of their
programs strives to meet these goals,
whether it involves working with
schools to bring local foods into the
cafeteria, or providing business plan-
ning services to farmers to ensure their
businesses stay viable.

With a vision that consists of small
farms and agriculturally based busi-
nesses that are improving the ecology
of Vermont foodscapes, where organic
farms and gardens supply food to all
members of their communities and
where everyone knows their farmers, I
see NOFA-VT as an exemplary national
leader for the USDA campaign ‘‘Know
your Farmer, Know your Food.”

Executive director, Enid Wonnacott,
has led this exceptional organization
for the past 30 years. She and her dedi-
cated team offer technical assistance
and revolving loan funds; and supply
information on energy management,
apprenticeships, and educational and
electronic resources. They have built
direct markets between farmers and
consumers through the VT Farmers
Market Association and have sponsored
outstanding conferences yearly. This
year they expect more than 1,500 farm-
ers to attend their winter conference,
which is extremely well-run, worth-
while, and fun. They provide Kknowl-
edgeable speakers, workshops brim-
ming with information and healthy at-
titudes for the 21st century of farming.

Finally, I have been very impressed
with their commitment to Vermont’s
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future and our children as NOFA-VT
has been a significant partner in the
advancement of the Vermont Food and
Farm Education program, FEED. This
critical program provides schools,
farmers, food service directors, and
community partners with technical as-
sistance, training, and professional de-
velopment to advance student achieve-
ment, improve childhood nutrition, and
create community-based farm to
school programs. It is through pro-
grams such as these that children are
able to connect with the farm in their
community, understand where their
food comes from, and have the oppor-
tunity to eat local healthy food in
their school meal programs.

I offer my sincerest congratulations
to NOFA-VT on the occasion of their
40th anniversary of service to our great
State of Vermont and wish them many
more years of continued success.®

———

RECOGNIZING NORTH EAST
WIPERS

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, America
is home to millions of innovative and
forward-thinking small businesses,
which is critical to our future. And, as
President Obama said in this State of
the Union Address, ‘“We need to out-in-
novate the . .. rest of the world” to
maintain our position of global eco-
nomic power. As such, I rise today to
recognize a small company from my
home State of Maine that represents a
shining example of America’s inge-
nuity and innovative spirit.

North East Wipers got its start a lit-
tle over a year ago after a conversation
between two long-time friends. Gerard
Dubois, the owner of Pioneer Transport
in Waterville, told his friend Ray Law-
rence, a machinist with 25 years experi-
ence, about an idea to create mini
wiper blades that can be affixed to
rearview mirrors on big rig trucks, so
that the driver would not have to stop
every few minutes during inclement
weather to clear off snow or remove
dirt and salt. Not only was this a com-
monsense idea, it was a matter of safe-
ty for truckers who are often forced to
drive in unforgiving weather conditions
to deliver timely goods on which the
American people rely.

As a result of the conversation, Ray
and Gerard gathered $10,000 in startup
costs and set to work on creating a
number of prototypes. They eventually
coalesced around a simple yet durable
model that attaches to mirror mounts
without using electrical or motorized
parts that cannot clog or freeze. Once
affixed to the mirror, all the driver has
to do is push a button for the wipers to
work. Even more appealing is that the
system costs $5600, roughly the amount
it costs to fill a tractor trailer with
diesel fuel.

While originally designed for logging
trucks facing difficult conditions on
roads across Maine and other snow-
plagued States, Gerard Dubois and Ray
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