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Hawaii at Hilo. 17 percent at UH Manoa. 18
percent at UH West Oahu. 22 percent at
Chaminade. 13 percent at Hawaii Pacific Uni-
versity.

The underlying bill turns a blind eye to these
19,000 students in Hawaii, and 9 million stu-
dents nationwide. H.R. 1 would slash Pell
grants by more than 15 percent, the largest
cut in the program’s history.

Investing in education is an investment in
our future. Employees with a bachelor's de-
gree earn more than $20,000 per year more
than those without a degree, and in turn con-
tribute more to the economy in taxes and
spending. For low-income families struggling
to make ends meet, Pell grants are a lifeline
to help students pay for college.

Meanwhile, Pell grants have not kept pace
with rising tuition costs. In 1979, Pell grants
helped low-income students at four-year public
colleges pay for 77 percent of their tuition,
fees, room, and board. Today, the grant cov-
ers less than half that—just 34 percent of col-
lege expenses.

In this difficult economy, slashing invest-
ments in education like Pell is exactly the
wrong move to make. The Chu amendment
would restore full funding to the Pell grant pro-
gram, and | urge my colleagues to adopt it.

———

FULL-YEAR CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2011

SPEECH OF

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 16, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) making appro-
priations for the Department of Defense and
the other departments and agencies of the
Government for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2011, and for other purposes:

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chair, | rise in op-
position to Section 2226 of the bill, which will
cut funding for the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) program from the current
level $3.948 billion to $1.5 billion, a 62 percent
decrease.

This drastic reduction would have a dev-
astating impact on communities all across
America, including my district, and hinder our
ability to continue doing our part in aiding the
Nation’s economic recovery.

CDBG works. In Los Angeles County, for
example, CDBG funding has provided a direct
benefit to low- and moderate-income residents
and their neighborhoods, something that sim-
ply would not have been possible without this
federal-local partnership.

Over the past five years, Los Angeles Coun-
ty’s CDBG program has accomplished the fol-
lowing: 1. created or retained 1,109 jobs; 2.
provided loans and technical assistance to
over 14,000 businesses; 3. provided assist-
ance to over four million individuals in unincor-
porated areas and participating cities in Los
Angeles County; 4. preserved 6,217 housing
units; 5. provided improvements to almost
23,000 facilities; and 6. removed over 28 mil-
lion square feet of graffiti.

Mr. Chair, reducing CDBG funding would
mean curtailing or cancelling the following
types of activities in my district and countless

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

others across the Nation: 1. Housing Rehabili-
tation Loans and Grants for families the elder-
ly and disabled persons; 2. Commercial Fa-
cade Improvements in distressed areas; 3.
Youth Programs providing afterschool, child
care, gang prevention, and intervention serv-
ices; 4. Senior Programs that offer meals,
housing placement, and recreation; 5. Con-
struction and improvement of critical public fa-
cilities and infrastructure; and 6. Business
Loan Programs to bring development and jobs
into our communities.

Mr. Chair, the federal budget is not merely
a ledger documenting receipts and expendi-
tures but a reflection of our national values.
And certainly nothing is more central to our
national character than its strong, healthy, and
vibrant local communities. The CDBG program
is indispensable if we are to continue the im-
portant community and economic development
initiatives needed to revitalize our economy,
create jobs, and put people back to work in
homes they own and can afford.

———

FULL-YEAR CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2011

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) making appro-
priations for the Department of Defense and
the other departments and agencies of the
Government for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2011, and for other purposes:

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, | rise in strong
support of this amendment.

The Continuing Resolution on the floor
today makes irresponsible and dangerous cuts
in transportation and development, doing harm
to a construction sector already facing 20 per-
cent unemployment and delaying the invest-
ments needed to bring our nation’s infrastruc-
ture into a state of good repair. These cuts,
which are opposed by our business commu-
nity, come with a price—lost productivity, less
safety, and a higher cost for repairs later as
our system continues to deteriorate.

Eliminating funding for DC Metro is just one
example of the Republicans’ penny-wise,
pound-foolish approach to deficit reduction.
The Federal Government relies on the Metro
system to bring thousands of employees to
work every day—to the Pentagon, to the De-
partment of Homeland Security, to all the Fed-
eral agencies that help provide services to the
American people. More than half of Metrorail
stations serve Federal facilities. When the
Metro does not work, the government cannot
work.

This $150 million investment makes the
capital improvements that are necessary to
make the system safe and reliable. And every
dollar is matched by our local partners in
Maryland, DC, and Virginia. These funds are
budgeted to make critical safety improve-
ments, replace aging rail cars, and rebuild
miles of track. Without them, we will see re-
duced reliability and degraded customer serv-
ice.

Mr. Chair, short-sighted cuts to infrastruc-
ture eliminate home-grown jobs and delay crit-
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ical improvements that would make transpor-
tation safer and more efficient. If we do not
make these investments now, we will certainly
pay more later. | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this amendment, and oppose these reck-
less, job-killing cuts to critical infrastructure
programs.

——————

HONORING MARVIN MANNING

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2011

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of my friend, Marvin Manning, for his
85th birthday. Born in Ohio, Marvin valiantly
served his country during World War Il in the
United States Navy. Upon returning from his
service, Marvin used the G.l. Bill to graduate
from The Ohio State University.

In 1987, after serving for years as the Chief
Financial Officer for a jewelry company,
Marvin retired to South Florida. After the
move, Marvin quickly became involved in poli-
tics and in the community. Marvin chaired the
Dade County Community Coalition, was the
Chief Community Advisor for Congressman
Bill Lehman, and worked for Senator BILL NEL-
SON’s 1990 gubernatorial campaign.

In 1997, Marvin moved from Dade County
into Florida’s 19th Congressional district. Here,
he continued his volunteerism where he has
served as President of the Century Village
Democratic Club, President of the Century of
Boca Raton Umbrella Association, COBRUA,
as President of the Yarmouth Association, was
on the Half Penney Board, and serves on the
Executive Board of the West Boca Community
Council.

I, along with much of the South Florida com-
munity, am most grateful for Marvin’s close
work and relationships with our local elected
officials. When Hurricane Wilma devastated
South Florida, Marvin’s hard work, along with
the help of former Congressman Robert
Wexler, Commissioner Burt Aaronson, and
other local officials led to a speedy response
which guaranteed that Century Village got the
assistance it needed in the aftermath of the
storm.

It has been an honor to count Marvin as a
colleague, an advisor, and most of all a friend.
| would like to congratulate Marvin and his
family on his 85th birthday, and | look forward
to many more years of working together with
Marvin to better the South Florida community.

—————

HONORING ZELPHA (ZEP) MONT-
GOMERY-WHATLEY THE BUILDER
OF “MISS BERNICE’S HOUSE”

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Ms. Zelpha (Zep)
Montgomery-Whatley, The Builder of “Miss
Bernice’s House.” The Northside Haven Asso-
ciation, Inc., and Miss Bernice’s House exist
today, primarily because of two women—two
Black women of Holmes County, Mississippi.
One had great spiritual wisdom, strength and
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