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16th annual Prudential Spirit of Community
Awards Program.

The Prudential Spirit of Community Program
is an annual honor conferred on the most im-
pressive volunteers in each State and the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

Miss Burns, age 17, of Monroe, Georgia,
was nominated by her school, Monroe Area
High School, for her work in raising more than
$16,000 for the American Cancer Society
through the “Team Burns Charitable Founda-
tion,” an organization started in memory of
Miss Burns’ father.

Mr. Orgbon, age 15, of Dacula, Georgia,
was nominated by Mill Creek High School for
founding “Greening Forward,” a national envi-
ronmental awareness campaign, which he
started in 2008.

Both of these individuals possess a serv-
ant’s heart and a leader's mind. Ms. Burns
and Mr. Orgbon should be proud to have been
singled out from close to 29,000 volunteers
who participated in this year's program. They
are not only making a positive impact on our
communities, but they are setting the standard
for their peers and for future generations of
young Americans.

———

HONORING PATRICK RINEY, SR.

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2011

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor the extraordinary life of Patrick Riney,
Sr. and to mourn upon his passing at the age
of 73.

Born on April 9, 1937, Patrick Riney, Sr.
was a man dedicated to his family, his com-
munity and his country. He admirably served
as a defender of this great nation as a mem-
ber of the United States Navy.

Regrettably, on February 14, 2011, Patrick
Riney, Sr. passed from this earthly world to
his eternal reward. He leaves to celebrate his
life his beloved wife of more than 48 years,
Patricia. Patrick is survived by his children
Patrick, Jr., Shaun, Kelly and Kevin and also
leaves the legacy of 12 grandchildren. As he
departs this life to join his brothers, the late
Raymond and the late Tom in eternity, Patrick
Riney, Sr. will deeply missed by his treasured
sister Joan. A benevolent and honorable man,
Patrick leaves a lasting imprint on the lives he
has touched.

Mr. Speaker, Patrick Riney, Sr. is remem-
bered as a compassionate father, a dedicated
husband, an author, a soldier and a friend.
Patrick was a man who deeply treasured his
family, friends, community and his country.
Today, as we bid Patrick Riney, Sr. farewell,
| ask my colleagues to join me in mourning his
passing and honoring his unwavering commit-
ment to his family and his legendary service to
our country and community.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

FULL-YEAR CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2011

SPEECH OF

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) making appro-
priations for the Department of Defense and
the other departments and agencies of the
Government for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2011, and for other purposes:

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, | rise in opposi-
tion to the cuts to the Agriculture and FDA
budget in H.R. 1. They are rashly made, and
they will endanger both our food supply and
our families.

During my time as Chair of this sub-
committee, we worked hard to provide the re-
sources to better improve the safety of food,
drugs and devices. We expanded access to
fundamental nutrition and hunger programs.
And we invested wisely in key areas like con-
servation and rural development. This con-
tinuing resolution threatens to undo all of our
hard work.

Instead of cutting special interest waste, like
the subsidies that go to high-income farmers
and corporate farms, this continuing resolution
hurts everyone else. It hurts the economy, will
cost us jobs, and it threatens the middle-class
and working families we were elected to rep-
resent.

We are already playing a dangerous game
in terms of food safety—Far too many of the
dishes on our kitchen table get there
uninspected. But under this continuing resolu-
tion, there would be 2000 fewer firm inspec-
tions—and 10,000 fewer import inspections—
conducted by the FDA.

In fact, both the FDA and USDA would have
to furlough thousands of inspectors under this
plan. That is more than just a food safety
problem. It means the nearly 6,300 meat and
poultry plants across America would be legally
required to stop operating—costing approxi-
mately $11 billion. And it would mean, by the
basic principles of the market, that the price of
meat and poultry would increase for every sin-
gle family in America.

In addition, this CR rolls back the budget of
the Farm Service Agency—forcing a 40 day
furlough of all employees and meaning long
delays and less help for farmers and ranchers.

In cuts food aid to the lowest it has been in
a decade, 15 million people would lose des-
perately-needed emergency food assistance,
which will endanger our war efforts and the
security of our troops in Afghanistan. And 2.5
million more women and children lose the vital
aid provided by McGovern-Dole, a program
with long bipartisan support.

There are many terrible ideas in this CR,
but perhaps the unkindest cut of all is what
will be done to the Commodity Supplemental
Food Program and the Women with Infant
Children feeding program. Instead of slashing
subsidies for oil companies and saving $40
billion, the majority has decided to deny over
100,000 low-income seniors from receiving
food packages, and cut almost $750 million
from WIC, a program serving our most vulner-
able citizens.

They are quite literally taking food from hun-
gry seniors and children’s mouths, and giving
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it to the special interests—corporate farms and
oil companies—who write their checks. It is
unconscionable.

| urge my colleagues to vote against these
reckless and irresponsible cuts, and to work
together on a budget that better reflects our
priorities as a nation.

HONORING MERDIS ANDERSON
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, Mrs. Merdis Anderson is a native of Amite
County, Gloster, Mississippi, where she was
reared by her maternal Grandmother, the late
Mrs. Mary B. Spears. She is the devoted and
caring wife of Mr. Samuel Charlie Anderson of
Lexington, Mississippi, and the proud mother
of 2 sons, Shawn Christopher Anderson and
Kevin Keith Anderson. She is also the proud
grandmother of 6 grandchildren. She is a
member of Lebanon Missionary Baptist
Church under the Pastorship of Reverend
Walter Eskridge Jr., where she serves as
Usher Board Leader.

Upon graduating from Amite County Train-
ing School In Gloster, Mississippi, Mrs. Ander-
son attended Mississippi Valley State College,
presently, Mississippi Valley State University,
where she majored in Social Science with em-
phasis on Sociology.

After graduating from Mississippi Valley
State College in 1970, she worked in the pub-
lic schools of Amite County for one semester
and one summer, where she taught Social
Studies and English. In August of 1971, she
moved to Detroit, Michigan and worked as a
secretary/typist for Ford Motor Company.

Realizing that her calling was to teach,
mold, and shape the minds of boys and girls
to new heights in the field of education, Mrs.
Anderson moved back to Mississippi in June
of 1974, and was employed with the Holmes
County School District as a full time teacher in
September of 1975, at Mileston Elementary
School. At Mileston Elementary School, she
worked and served in numerous capacities for
15 years before being transferred to Lexington
Elementary School, where she taught first
grade, fourth grade, and in 1999, she became
Lead Teacher where she dedicated her serv-
ices until October of 2004 after which she left
to work at the Holmes County Vocational-
Technical Center.

Mrs. Anderson is presently employed at the
Holmes County Vocational Technical Center,
where she works diligently with the Staff De-
velopment Activities, serves as the Student In-
centive Chairperson, Character Education
Chairperson, Monthly Bulletin Board Chair-
person, Black History Month Activities Chair-
person, and Public Relations Coordinator for
the center.

Realizing that she could do more to help the
boys and girls in Holmes County reach new
heights in education and become productive
citizens in a global society, she was instru-
mental in being hired in 2009 by the aggres-
sive, Mrs. Beulah Greer, Director of the Com-
munity Learning Center, and Mr. Leslie Greer,
CEO of the center, as an English teacher, to
work with students in the Summer Camp Pro-
gram, where learning takes place on a daily
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