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holidays. She also assists with giving benefit
programs to people in the community whose
homes have been destroyed by fire. Willie
Steen is the mother of three: Tony, Erik and
Michael.

——————

FULL-YEAR CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2011

SPEECH OF

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) making appro-
priations for the Department of Defense and
the other departments and agencies of the
Government for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2011, and for other purposes:

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Chair, | wish to ex-
press my strong support for the Sustainable
Communities Initiative and oppose any cuts to
this important economic development program
in H.R. 1.

The Sustainable Communities Initiative illus-
trates a successful partnership among govern-
ment agencies to invest in our local econo-
mies. At a time when there’s so much talk of
making government work better, this initiative
is a shining example of cutting red tape and
fostering collaboration among similar commu-
nity interests.

Through this initiative, the Departments of
Transportation, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy award competitive grants to communities
for innovative projects that connect the cre-
ation of good jobs, sustainable housing and
efficient modes of transportation.

In just the short time that this initiative has
been in existence, it has awarded numerous
competitive grants to communities across the
country.

In 2010, a total of 630 communities re-
quested $1.2 billion in finding and HUD award-
ed 61 grants worth $69 million. Clearly, com-
munities see the great potential benefits for
the projects funded by this unique initiative.

Although my hometown of Worcester, Mas-
sachusetts was not a grantee in the last round
of awards, it earned the designation of “pre-
ferred sustainability status.” Eliminating fund-
ing for the Sustainable Communities Initiative
would prevent Worcester and dozens of com-
munities across the country from having the
opportunity to receive grants to meet their
multiple economic, environmental and commu-
nity needs.

Furthermore, language in H.R. 1 to rescind
unobligated funds would threaten projects in
communities that were recently awarded
grants.

Mr. Chair, cutting funding for the Sustain-
able Communities Initiative would be harmful
to job creation efforts and would take away a
vital tool to help communities transition to a
21st century economy.

| urge my colleagues to support the Sustain-
able Communities Initiative and oppose any
cuts to this program.
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FULL-YEAR CONTINUING
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2011

SPEECH OF

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 15, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) making appro-
priations for the Department of Defense and
the other departments and agencies of the
Government for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2011, and for other purposes:

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Chair, | rise today in op-
position to the C.R. put forward by my Repub-
lican colleagues, and specifically to the
defunding of Title X family planning programs
authorized under the Public Health Service
Act.

Begun in 1970 by President Nixon, Title X
funding provides for voluntary family planning
projects, and is essential to protecting wom-
en’s health services. Currently, Title X is our
Nation’s only program dedicated to providing
low-income Americans with family planning
and reproductive health services.

My colleagues on the other side of the aisle
are attempting to misconstrue Title X as fed-
eral subsidizing of abortion. However, Title X
does not provide for abortion services. But it
does cover essential health care for millions of
families and women. From birth control to can-
cer screenings, approximately five million
Americans rely upon Title X programs every
year.

We simply cannot afford to cut lifesaving
and preventive care services for those who
would not otherwise have access to such
care, especially in our current economic cli-
mate.

| urge my colleagues to vote against the
defunding of these vital health programs con-
tained in Title X by voting against the C.R.

HONORING FLORA BUSH STIGLER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the long and distin-
guished life of Mrs. Flora Bush Stigler. Born
June 28, 1935, in Carroll County, Mississippi
she was the 9th of 10 children born to the late
Charlie and Susie Bush. She attended-Ware
school in Carroll County and Knox High
School in Winona, MS. Upon completing her
studies she received a music scholarship in
choir from Rust College in Holly Springs, Mis-
sissippi. While at Rust College, she majored in
education, with a concentration in history. She
also did further studies at Mississippi State
University. She taught one vyear in
Pelahatchie, MS and twenty-nine years at J.
Z. George High School. She retired in 1986.
While at J. Z. George, she taught 7th grade
history and later taught 11 grade history. Of
course, she was known for her no-nonsense
atmosphere in the classroom. She carefully
cultivated her students’ natural abilities while
demanding and commanding discipline. She
ensured and assured each child that edu-
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cation is and would be the key to success.
She retired from education after 30 years of
service.

As a member of Helm Chapel Church, she
serves diligently as Director of Christian Edu-
cation and Music Director for both the adult
and the youth choir. She also served many
years as director of Prater Day Care Center of
Helm Chapel CME Church, the first day care
center in our area.

In April 2008, she received her Golden De-
gree from Rust College. She is politically ac-
tive, serving as County Coordinator for Con-
gressman BENNIE G. THOMPSON, and treasurer
of the Carroll County Voters’ League. Cur-
rently at age 75, she is still working with peo-
ple in the community by way of managing a
state program known as “Meals on Wheels”
for seven counties, (Attala, Carroll, Grenada,
Holmes, Leflore, Montgomery and Yalobusha)
through North Central Planning and Develop-
ment District.

She is the mother of three daughters, a
grandmother of 6, a great grandmother of 7
and a person who never meets a stranger.
Today, as in past years, she is known for her
community service. She is an “active” and
vocal member of the PTO at J. Z. George
High School.

———
RECOGNIZING H. DOUGLAS
CHAFFIN AS THE MICHIGAN
BANKERS ASSOCIATION 2011

BANKER OF THE YEAR

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 17, 2011

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize H. Douglas Chaffin’s being named
the Michigan Bankers Association (MBA) 2011
Banker of the Year. Doug serves as the Presi-
dent and CEO of Monroe Bank and Trust
(MBT), a locally owned and operated commu-
nity bank headquartered in Monroe, Michigan.
He has been with Monroe Bank and Trust
since 2001 and assumed the role of CEO in
2004.

Doug has guided Monroe Bank and Trust
with a steady hand through the turmoil of the
current recession. In a time of great uncer-
tainty and anxiety, he has led the bank with
dignity and grace. Due to his keen instincts,
high character and responsible management,
Monroe Bank and Trust not only has weath-
ered the financial maelstrom but, unlike its na-
tional counterparts, continued without interrup-
tion to lend to a community in dire need.
Doug’s vast knowledge of the financial indus-
try and sage counsel have helped inform me
for years, and his expert testimony to the
House Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations of the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices in November 2009 helped bring a com-
munity bank’s valuable perspective to the fi-
nancial regulatory reform debate.

Doug’s role in the community extends far
beyond the walls of his bank. He is a commu-
nity leader in every sense. Doug has served
as the past chairman of the Michigan Bankers
Association. He also serves on the board of
directors for the Monroe County Industrial De-
velopment Corporation, City of Monroe Down-
town Development Authority, The Foundation
at Monroe County Community College, and
Mercy Memorial Hospital System.
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